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TO THE 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAFESTY, 


THESE inquiries concerning: the domettic 
and rural economy of the Hindoos, were 
originally made as. the means of obtaining 
better information regarding the condition 
of a numerous people, living in a ftate of 
fociety and manners to me almoift entirely 
new: They were communicated to the 
Public, with a view of rendering the inha- 
bitants of thefe remote parts of your Ma- 


b 2 jefty’s 


iV 
jefty’s dominions, better known to your 
fubjects in Europe; and they are now 
humbly offered to your Majefty as a tribute 
of gratitude for that fecurity and protection 


which their author enjoyed, in common 


with many millions of your fubjeéts in the: 


midit of Afia. 


Wuat reflections may arife in your Ma- 
jelty’s breaft, on viewing the domeftic cir- 
cumftances, and actual condition of ‘fo large 
a portion of the human race, I prefume not 
to conjecture ; but your fubjects can hardly 
contemplate without reverence and grati- 
tude, that difpenfation of Providence which 
has committed to your Majefty’s protection 
and care, a more numerous people, and 
more extenfive territories, than ever fell 
tinder the dominion of any European Mo- 


narch ; 
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narch ; becaufe it has enabled your Councils 
to govern them with greater wif{dom and mo- 
deration. During your long, eventful, and 
profperous reign, the anarchy confequent 
on the downfal of the Mogul Empire,. has 
been fucceeded by order: The cruel {polia- 
tions of contending chieftains have been 
fufpended ; arts have been encouraged; fe- 
veral, new manufactures have been intro- 
duced, and many more have been extended : 
And while the bleflings of fecurity and 
peace have been conferred upon a numerous 
people, better means have been fupplied 
them of acquiring the knowledge of truth, 
and the practice of virtue: The time has 
arrived, when Afia, which gave the firft lef- 
fons of civilization to mankind, is deftined 
to receive them back with intereft into her 
bofom; and when India, the peculiar re- 
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gion of defpotifm, muft experience the blef 
fings of a mild and rational government. 
Iam, 
May it pleafe your Majefty, 
Your Majefty’s 
Obedient Subject, and 


Faithful Servant, 


WILLIAM TENNANT. 
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Adal, afpecies of vegetable dye; the root of the 
Morinda citrifolia. | 

Ahdean, a defcription of cavalry under the imme- 
diate command of the emperor. 

Abeer, a cowherd. 

Ana, a copper coin, 1-10th part of a rupee, nearly 
equal to twopence fterling. 

Aumil, a collector of the taxes. 


Bayira, a {pecies of grain; Holcus fpicatus of Lin- 
neus. 
Bang, a {pecies of hemp, the feed of which intoxi- 
cates like opium. 
Banian, a fervant in charge of money tranfactions. 
Barhi, the makers of leaf difhes. 
Bazar, a market-place. 
b 4 Ban- 
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Bangee, a {prig of bamboo laid acrofs the fhoulder 
to carry weights. 

Begah or beg gah, a meafure confifting of one-third 
of an acre. 

Biswah, a fquare meafure, confilting of one-fixteenth 
‘of a begah. 

Bhaut, a village poet, or bard. 

Beertia, : fpecies of Panicum. 

Begum, the wife of a prince. 

Bhoota, a {pecies of grain. 

Brinjaries, dealers in grain who follow the camp. 

Budjerrow, a pleafure boat with feveral different 
apartments. 

Bungalow, a country houfe with different apartments 
on one floor. 

Burdiah, a cowherd. 

Byah, a weigher of grain. 


Chowgong, a game played at the imperial court. 

Chillies, different fpecies of the Capficum. 

Chockidar, a watchman. 

Choultry, an inn, or refting place. 

Chumar, a manufacturer of leather. 

Coir, the bark of the cocoa nut, ufed for cables. 

Compound, that fpace of ground inclofed by the dit- 
ferent buildings of a houfe. 

Consumah, a fervant in charge of the family expences. 

Coss, a meafure of diftance nearly equal to two miles. 

Congree, a {pecies of grain. 

Corabadar, a fervant NS for punifhing the 
mifdemeanours of the reft. 

Crore, ten millions of rupees, equal to 1,200,C00/. 
{terling. 

Cummerbund, a girdle for the loins. 

Cutcha, weak or {mall; when oppofed to pukka, it 
denotes one half. 

Cutwal, the magiltrate of a town. 


Dam 
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Dam, afmall coin, one-fortieth of a rupee. 

Dewan, chief officer in civil affairs. 

Dohl, a fpecies of grain; Citifus, Lin. 

Darogha, an overfeer. 

Dhiree, a weight confifting of five and a half feer, 
or nearly ten pounds. 

Donies, floops of an inferior clafs, navigated by na- 
tive failors. 

Durbar, the court of a prince. 

Dobbee, a wafherman. 

Dossaud, a watchman. 


Emeer, the fingular of Omrah, a nobleman. 


Fakeer, a religious mendicant of the Mahomedan. 
faith. 


Ghee, clarified butter from buffaloe’s milk. 
Godown, a cellar or warehoute, 

Gorait, a meflenger. 

Gram, that {pecies of grain given to horfes. 
Gunny bags, facks made of coarle canvafs. 


Hackery, a {mall cart for two oxen. 

Henna, a yellow dye, for the foles of the feet and 
palms of the hands. 

Hookah, an inftrument for {moking. 

Howdah, the large feat fixed on an elephant, which 
accommodates two or three riders. 

Hulwary, the ploughing feafon ; one occurs in June 
and July, the other in September and Odober. 


Jaghier, a reward for fervices paid in land, and re. 
fumable. | 
Jeaw, barley ; Hordeum tetrafticum, Lin. 
Jehat, and sayer sehat, a fort ef capit tation tax. 
Jemidar, a military funk alfo a country magiftrate. 
Jouar, 
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Jouar, one of the Indian gramina; Holcus forghum, 
Lin. 

Jute, or paut, the reed of which India paper is made, 
Crotularia juncea. 

_Imaum bary, the burial tale of a faint. 


Kella, a fort or caftle. 
Kerreef, one of the great harvefts ; it continues dur- 
ing September and October. 


Lae, 100,000 equal to 12,000/. fterling. 
Lochar, an. iron imuith. 
Lootie, a thiet. 


Mahl, a habitation with land annexed. 

Maun, a weight, various in different parts, com- 
monly 75 pounds. 

Molungees, faltmakers, flaves. 

Moong, a {pecies of grain; Phafeolus, Lin. 

Murhua, a {pecies of grain, variously named in dif- 
ferent provinces. 

Musnud, the throne or feat of royalty. 

Mussalgee, a torch bearer. 

Mutsudie, a clerk. 


Nabob, a corruption of Nawab, literally a deputy ; 
this title was frequently wurped during the de- 

- ‘¢line of the Mogul Empire, and is undefined. 
Nimuck, falt of different kinds; commonly muriat 


of nos 


Omrah, the nobles of the Mogul empire. 
Oord, or Mash, a fpecies of grain ; Phafeolus max. 
Lin. 


Pady, rice while growing. 


Pat- 


Putwari, a clerk for adjufting village accounts and 
rents. 

Pagoda, a Hindoo temple; alfo a gold « coin of Va- 
rious weights and value. 

Pariahs, a tribe of outcafts who have no ale 

Palma christi, one of the oil plants; Ricinus, ae 

Pensary, an apothecary’s fhop. 

Peon, a mefienger. 

Pergunnah, a {mall diftrict of country. 


Rajah, a Hindoo prince, with more or lefs inde- 
pendent power... | 

Rajah poots, a military clafs of the Hindoos, belong- 
ing to the calt of Katry. 

Rubbee, the fecond great harveit of India; it con- 
tinues during March. 

Rupee, a filver coin, at the ordinary exchange, of the 


value of a half-crown. 


Sanyassee, a aeons devotee of the Hindoo faith. 

Sarkar, or Sirdar, a head fervant. 

Sirkar, lesa 8 ent 5 alfo a large diftrict. 

_ Sebundy, a fort of militia or police- men. 

Soonie, an adherent of the fect of Ali. 

Skyist, an adherent of the fect of Omer. 

Shroff, a banker or money changer. 

Syce, a groom. 

Seer, denomination of weight, equal to 1 lb, 13 oz. 
13 drs. 

Soucar, a wealthy banker. 

Sradha, a religious ceremony in honour of deceafed 
anceltors. 

Subah or Subabdar, the governor of feveral pro- 
vinces immedia ately under the emperor. 

Soffees, men of learning 


0 
Sun, a{pecies of Indian hemp. 
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Talook and Talookdar, the holder of a {mall property 
in land. 

Tannah, a guard houfe. 

Tope, a grove, commonly of Mango trees. 

Tulwar, a kind of large fword. 


Verandah, an open apartment furrounding the houle, 
and fupported on pillars. 


Zemindar, a landholder with certain official powers. 


Zenanah, an apartment for women and children. . 
Zillah, a criminal court; alfo a diftrict. 


PREFACE. 


PREFACE 
TO THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


*e8 @ee8¢8 6 


THE rapid fale of this book, which has brought 
imto demand a fecond edition in a few months after 
the publication of the firft, is perhaps rather to be 
afcribed to the novelty and importance of the fub- 
ject, than to any peculiar merit in the execution of 
the work. In an age fo much diftinguifhed by a- 
gricultural knowledge, it is certainly remarkable, 
that the rural economy of above fixty millions of 
its fubjeGts fhould remain almoft entirely unknown 
to Britifh literature. It was this circumf{tance which 
firft fuggefted to the author the idea of availing him- 

Self 
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felf of his local opportunities of preparing for pub- 
lic view a fketch of the domeftic and rural economy 
of the Mahomedans and Hindoos.' If he were dif- 
pofed to indulge in felf-gratulation it would be on 
having prefented to literary men and agriculturalifts 
a new, extenfive, and fertile field for their future la- 
bours, and on having attracted no inconfiderable 


fhare of their notice. 


Tue praifes and cenfures of the Reviewers, (the 
Indian Recreatigns having received a liberal fhare 
of both), may have had fome effect in drawing to 
the work a more general attention: Thefe gentle- 
men are therefore entitled to his grateful acknow- 
ledgements. It has long been remarked, that the 
fate of a man and his writings arey-i many re- 
{pects, diametrically oppofite; the former has the 
beft chance of happinefs and comfort in the fequef- 
tered walks of life, the fallentis semtia vite ; while 
the reputation of the latter, if it be not criticifed 
and controverted, praifed and condemned, mutt in- 


evitably languifh, and foon die. 


In 
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in the prefent cafe, however, it is to be regretted, 
that from their unavoidable ignorance of the fubjed, 
the f{trictures of the Reviewers, for the greater part 
dre vague, incongruous, -and even contradictory. 
One clafs commends the ftile as ‘* correct, elegant, 
and impreflive* ;’? another condemns the arrange- 


ment, and ftigmiatifes the “ ftile as difagreeabley.” 


A third clafs compliments the work on its “ im- 


*¢ partiality,’ while a fourth imputes to it the blame 


of traducing the “ native governments of India} ;” 
and one gentleman, more inftructive than any of 
his colleagues, has conferred upon each acre in 
India the amazing produce of 27 bolls of wheat 
annually, and two crops of that grain in one year||. 
It is not without reafon that this Reviewer congra- 
tulates himfelf on having outftripped the puny ftate- 
ments in this work, where, it muft be owned, no 


crops are noticed fo marvellous in point of magni- 


tude. 


* North British Magazine and Review. 

+ Edinburgh Review and Literary Journal. 
t Literary Journal. 

i] Imperial Review. 
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tude. But it is time to difmifs thefe crudities, and 
to look forward to a period which. is faft approach- 
ing, when this grofs ignorance regarding our do- 
minions in Afia muft be difpelled, and when fuch 
abfurdities will no longer be either written or read 


by the vulgar. 
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Or the information contained in thefe volumes, by 
far the greater part is the refult of perfonal obferva- 
tion, and of inquiries made upon the fpot, during a 
refidence of feveral years in different parts of India. 
The progrefs of the army to which I was attached, 
prefented to my examination, during that period, a 
large extent of country, in a line of march of more 
than three thoufand miles. The duties of my pro- 
feffion obliged me, befides, to undertake many jour- 
nies in different direCtions, where the army did not | 
'penetrate ; and curiofity often prompted me to make 
fhorter excurfions wherever information might be 
procured. 
THE 
Vou. I. b 
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Tue different Officers, under whom I fucceffively 
ferved, far from embarrafling, by their official au- 
thority, encouraged thefe purfuits;, and to Lieu- 
‘tenant-General sir James Craig, Major-Generals 
Alexander Mackenzie, and Hay Macdowall, 1 am 
obliged for feveral ufeful topics of difcuffion, as 
well as for the moft polite indulgence in the difpofal 
of my time, on every occafion, confiftent with the 


duties of my ftation in the army. 


ANOTHER fource of information was frequently 
afforded me by the converfation and writings of fe- 
veral intelligent natives of India, both Muffulmans 
and Hindoos: Whatever was found difficult or ob- 
{cure, thefe men were referred to for elucidation, 
as the beft qualified to decide on their own man- 
ners and inftitutions. Gholam Hoffein Khan, Abu 
Taleb Khan, and Ram Jeet Sing, as often as they 
_ were confulted on doubtful points, fupplied more 
correct information ; they are men of noble birth 
and confiderable rank, but ftill more diftinguifhed 
among their countrymen, by their extenfive know- 
ledge and refpectability of character. | 

My 
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My ftation in the army afforded me frequent op- 
portunity of oral converfation with the moft intel- 
ligent of the Honourable Company’s civil and mi- 
litary fervants; and to their unaffected hofpitality, 
and liberal communications, I owe many obligations. 
With equal pleafure and advantage I have confulted 
the writings of many of thofe Gentlemen, who from 
their profeffional labours, and long refidence in the 
country, have become beft acquainted with its af- 
fairs. The works of Sir W. Jones, Dr Roxburgh, 
Dr Hunter, Dr Fontana, and Captain Hardwick, 
are not mentioned in literary circles without refpect 
and approbation ; and of fome of them the reputa- 


tion is fo high as leaves no room for panegyric. 


Iam not without hope, therefore, that even in 
this eventful and dangerous period, when literary 
purfuits are in a great meafure laid afide, that by 
fome perfons, wearied with the butftle of politics, and 
the noife of war, thefe Recreations may be reforted 
to for the amufement of a leifure hour, and that 
by others whofe views, or thofe of their friends, are 
turned to India, they may be perufed from higher 


motives. 


XX 
motives. Whatever may be .their fate, they are 
now committed to the public ; and as no writer can 
be indifferent to what has long been the object of 
his labour and care, I wait its decifion with fome 
folicitude, and will bow to its fentence with perfect 


fubmiflion. 
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Calcutta, Sept. 1796. 


‘Tur peninfula of Hindoftan, containing all the prin4 
cipal fettlements which have been formed by the 
European nations on the continent of Afia, is in ex- 
tent nearly equal to Europe. In geographical lan- 
guage, this name is applied only to that traé&t which 
is bounded on the weft and eaft by the Indus and 
the Barrampooter; on the north by the mountains 
of Thibet and Tartary; and on the fouth by the 
river Nirbudda, and the lower boundaries of Bengak 
and Bahar. The extremity of the peninfula, which 
contained nearly one half of the Mogul empires 
among the Indian geographers, received the appella- 
tion of Deccan, of South*. In the ancient language 

Van. bk. * A of 


* Vid. Major Rennel’s Mem. p. 19 Introd. 
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of Hindoftan, this name is not found; the country 
is in the Sanfereet ftyled Bharata; “Lhe name of 
India was adopted by the Greeks, from the Perfians, 
and is of comparatively modern application*. In a 
period long before-the moft ancient European re-~ 
cords, this part of Afia had attained to fome degree 
of civilization, and had made confiderable progrefs 
in the arts of life. Since the earliefé commencement 
of authentic hiftory in Europe, its manufactures, 
ference, and religion, have attracted the attention of 
every {tate in that quarter of the world.. 

Over admiration of what is ancient, has, however,, 
been excefiive; and prompted hiftorians for up- 
wards- of twenty centuries to exaggerate their ac- 
counts of oriental attainments beyond the truth. The 
improvement of the Hindoos has, unqueftionably, 
been. much earlier than that of any nation in Eu- 
rope; but itis equally certain that their attainments 
in almoft all the arts are lefs confiderable: They are 
now nearly in the fame {tate as they.were two thou- 
iand years agot, when. they were far furpaffed in many 
particulars beth by the Greeks and Romans. — 


_ Tuey, as well as the Chinefe, have brought the 
more. uleful arts to a degree of perfection requifite 
for the common purpofes of life; but the efforts ei- 

ther 


* Vid. Tranflat. of the He€topades, by Mr Wilkins, p, 332. 
+ Dr Robertfon’s Difquif. Appendix. 
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ther of curiofity, or of their genius, have never car- 
ried them beyond this point. The mediocrity of 
their fkill in the arts neceflary for defence, has been 
always confpicuous ; for they have been fucceflively 
conquered by the Perfians, the Patans, the Moguls, 
and modern nations of Europe. That very people, 
whom European difcipline has fince rendered fo for- 
midable, had uniformly been accuftomed to yield up 
their rich country an eafy prey to every invader 3. 
and had, perhaps, feldom a dynafty of princes from 
their own countrymen. 


Herroporus is the earlieft European hiftorian who 
makes mention of this country ;, his work was com- 
pofed 440 years before our era. Even then, it had 
begun to experience the calamities of invafion ; for 
it was partly conquered by Darius Hyftafpes*. Alex 
ander’s expedition to the banks of the Indus, firft. 
communicated to Europeans authentic information 
concerning that part of India which has fince obtain- 
ed the name of the Panjab, or Five Rivers, the _ 
fources of the Indus, down which part of the Gre- 
clan troops were conducted by Nearchus. Megaf- 
thenes, the ambaflador of Seleucus, during his long 
refidence at Palibothra, tranfmitted farther informa- 
tion; of which Strabo, Pliny, and Arrian have 
availed themfelves in the accounts they have given 
of India. Its commerce, which at firft centered in 

fy.2 ; Tyre 


* Herodot. lib, iv. 
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Tyre*, was, afterwards transferred to Alexandria 
when it was conducted by the Greeks, Romans, 
and Venetians, till the difcovery of a. paflage to In- 
dia by the Cape of Good Hope. 


Duxine all this period, containing two: thoufand. 
years, the Hindoo manners and cuftoms have ex- 
perienced. very: little change. ‘Pheir knowledge, 
their manufactures, and arts; even therr drefs, and 
modes of living, are deferibed. as Being exactly in: 
the fame’ ftate they are at prefent. ‘The following: 
particulars, noticed by Arrian, will prefent to the 
mind of every perfon who has vifited India, a picture: 
of their prefent cuftoms and manners by no means 
inaccttrate.- ‘* Their bodies are fender in form; 
their diet principally vegetables; they are divided 
into cafts, and fubordinate, clafles ; and the fame 
trade 1s perpetuated in a family, from. generation to: 
generation. Marriages are permitted at. feven years 
of age; but prohibited between different claffes fi 
The men wear ear-rings, party-coloured fhoes, and 
frequently: veils, which cover the head and fhoulders. 
‘Vhe lower orders: have their faces daubed with co- 


lours,, 


* Hiram, its king, was contemporary with Solomon; and: 
the facred. writers frequently. mention, the wealth of that city. 
Vid. Eaekiel’s Prophs 


+ Not confummated till the age of puberty; and in the in- 
fitutes of Menu, intermarriages of the different claffes are re- 
cognized as valid, but ftigmatized as contra kanos mores, 
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Hours, while the higher ratiks have umbrellas carried 
over them. ‘Two-handed fwoids are carried about ; 
with bows, whofe ftrings are drawn by the foot.” 
“Their ingenuity in catching elephants, and their me- 
thod of manufacturing cotton, are all noticed in 
terms not inapplicable to their prefent ftate*. 


Tuts fingular ftability difplayed inthe manners of 
Indians, muft be imputed sto their religion. The 
Braminical rites and inftitutions enter into every part 
of their manners, and sutde almoft every action of 
théir lives. Whatever thefe injoin, is therefore uns 
alterable::* for itis by them regarded not inerely 
with that veneration which men pay to ancient 
cuftoms, but as the injanGtions of Heaven, which it 
were impiety to violate. Hence the manners of the 
Hlindoos have remained unaffeted by thofe inva- 
fions and infurrections which -have fo often changed 
the condition of foci¢ety in other countries. They 
have refifted equally the enthufiafm and cruelty of 
the Mahomedan, and the feébler efforts of European 
mifhonaries, for their.converfren. $ 


THoucu this ‘be the tate in which the Hindoos 
were found by the firft Europeans who vifited their 
country, there is no reafon to conclude that, prior 
to that period, they were not in a {tate coniparatively 
rude; and that they gradually emerged from that 

A 8 primeval 


* Vid. Hi. Arran. paffim. 
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primeval -barbarity in which nature has decreed to 
envelope the origin of nations. Hiftory affords di- 
rect teflimony of this fact. ‘Thofe writers already 
mentioned, notice that they were ruled by indepen- 
dent princes, whofe territories, by the fmallnefs of 
their extent, feemed to announce the limited progrefs 
they had made in focial union, and their humble at- 
tainments in the art of government. ‘Their caves in 
Elephanta and Salfette, are ftanding monuments of 
the original gloomy {tate of their fuperftition, and 
the imperfection of their arts, particularly that of 
architeure, which is, perhaps, the moft intricate 
and laborious of any. | : 


_ Tue Hindoo attainments in. the arts, however, 
fuch as they are, have. uniformly fupplied the ma- 
terials of a trade to the weftern world, which has en- 
riched every nation engaged. in it. There a paflion 
for Indian manufactures has a@uated the higher 
ranks of fociety in every age; and has conferred a 
degree of importance upon thofe nations who. have 
imported them, which they could not othenwals 
have attained. 


Tue territories obtained by the Britifh in this part 
of the world, though later’in their acquifition, in 
extent and importance far furpafs what has ever 
fallen to the lot of any other nation. With a cir- 
cumicribed territory at home, they have reached a 
very high degree of eminence among the nations of 
- #urope, while their dominion in Hindoftan, and 

ms | Pee 
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their commercial -intercourfe with the reft of Afia, 

confers. upon them a(ereater influence on the happi- 
nefs. of mankind, than the moft extenfive empire of 
China.can boaft... Time alone can difcover whether 
their. connection with the,,.Hindoos .fhall be more 
effectual in meliorating their condition, thaa that of 
the various nations. who have reduced them under 
their fubjection. 


Ir this effet -fhall follow, ‘fo.deeply interefting to 
a large portion of our fellow, creatures, it muft b 

the refult of an enlarged knowledge of their interefts 
as connected with our, own... Lhe immentfe refources 
ef England, which, mall onr wars, . have aftonifhed 


e 


the nations of Europe, are created and fupplied by 
our commerce; and of this, the trade of India is 
the moft confiderable branch. “Ihe fate-of the one 
country is involved in that of the other: with. her 
poffeffions in Afia Great Britain;muft Jtand or fall. 


Tueinvettigations of the Agricultural Board have 
‘already produced a mafs of ufeful information, pof- 
feffed by no other nation in Europe. The views or 
claims, of intereft,and of advantage, are.equally {trong 
for a fimilar ftatiftical account of India: fhould that 
meafure be carried .into effect with equal ability, an 
obligation of the higheft impertance would be con- 
ferred by that inftitutien upen their country. — 


A set of printed queries fent to every commer- 


cial refident faCtor, or other officer in each, diftrict, 
A“ would, 
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would, in the courfe of a few years, determine how 
fully fuch a meafure was practicable. Diligent en- 
quiry would foon afcertain the moft important arti- 
cles of inveftigation: fuch as the number of the 
inhabitants ; the particular manufactures, or labour, 
in which the people are employed in each diftrict ; 
the rate of their wages, and the expence of. their 
living ; the different branches of hufbandry, fuch as 
the tenure by which the farmers hold their poffel- 
fions ; the rent, and different kinds of produce, with 
their value in the market. 


Were all thefe particulars fully known, a thou- 
fand means of at once improving the revenue: and 
the condition of the people, would occur, which at 
prefent are either concealed, or left to vague conjec- 
ture. Pliny made the Romans acquainted, in fome 
degree, with the ftate of India, while they had no 
pofleffions there, and when that people could not af- 
fect the condition of the natives. The trade carriéd 
on with it feemed to him fo immenfe, as to intereft 
every member of the ftate; yet the commerce of 
the Romans with India did not exceed fifty millions 
of fefterces* annually, or about one tenth part of 
that of Britain, exclufive of her immen/e territorial _ 
revenues. The very diftance of our poffeffions ae 
lone feems to require that fome means fhould be a- 
plopted of laying local knowledge before its legifla- 


& 
cOYrs, 


* £440,000. 
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tors, and the executive government. No part of 
the Roman empire, large as it was, exceeded the 
diftance of two thoufand miles from the capital* ; 
a knowledge of its provinces could more eafily be 
acquired and difleminated among the people, than in 
a ftate, the greater part of whofe dominions lie fifteen 
thoufand miles in a direct route from the feat of Go- 
vernment. If the following fketches fhall in any 
manner prove introductory to fuch a work, by de- 
monttrating the practicability of the undertaking, the 
labour beftowed in compiling them, will be amply 
rewarded; and their author will have the fatisfaction 
ef having neither lived nor written in vain. 


Hx is fully fenfible of the many imperfeétions 
with which his licubrations muft abound. The 
fubject is too extenfive to be thoroughly inveftigated 
by one perfon: neither his health nor his time per- 
mitted him to pay it all that attention which it juftly 
merits. All, therefore, pretended by the following 
ftrictures, is a fhort view of the different fubjects, 
which he holds out to be farther difcuffed, and fi- 
nifhed by other hands. He has the comfort to re-_ 
flect, that no part is wilfully miftated, nor any man’s 
character wantonly attacked; and he will cheerfully 
correct unintended errors. 


THE 


* Vide Rennel’s Memoirs, 
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THE MAHOMEDAN CONQUESTS IN-INDIA. 
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‘Ganges, near Benares, Sept. 1797. > 


~“Amipst all that boaft of Afiatic fcience and litera- 
ture; and thofe:lofty claims in favour of Braminical 
knowledge that have lately been advanced, there are 
perhaps no nations more ignorant of their own ori- 
gin and hiftory than the Hindoos and Chinefe. Al- 
though we have ‘had accefs to the Sanfcreet records 
at Benares, for feveral years, and fome perfons are 
tranflating them, no /hiftory of the country has been 
round which is the-compofition of a native. From 
the time of Alexander till the Mahomedan conquett, 
hot even the materials of hiftory have been produced 
‘from Hindoo records. Mahomed Ferifhta, a muffel- 
man, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
compiled a hiftory of Hindoftan, from Perfian au- 
thors ; ‘a tranflation of which, by Colonel Dow, has 
long been in poffeffion of the public. 


2 THE 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. ii 


‘THe manners of a people are to be gathered from 
allufions in their poetry; and this is perhaps the 
chief advantage that icience will derive from the an- 
cient records of this country, The Mahabaret, 
which is now tranflating*, is a very ancient hiftori- 
cal poem, in which the truth of facts is probably fll 
more diftorted by exag geeration, | than, in Homer, 
you find the rape of Helen, and the fiege of Troy. 
A flowery poet, or a itill more Sand aire and loofe 
hiftorian, feems to be the utmoft that Afiatic genius 
can produce: a vigorous intellect, matured judge- 
_ ment, and precifion in. ftyle, are the growth of colder 
latitudest. 


ALL we,learn, even from the Perfian Ferifhta, is 
that Hindoftan was at -firft divided into a great num- 
ber of feparate kingdoms ; and afterwards fo feebly 
united under the Mahomedan. emperors, that they 
made but fimall refiftance either to the firft invaders 
of the country, or to its fubfequent conquerors. 
Each province, - attached to its vicer oy, who was al. 
moft independent of the emperor, fell an eafy prey fo 

e incurfions of Tamerlane, Baber, Humaioon, and 
Mediz Shah. ‘The Ayeen Acbery of Abul Fazel, is 
confined to a flatiltical hiftory of the empire of 


Delhi, 


* By Mr Wilkins, a gentleman poffeffed of much know- 
edge of the languages of India, who has already publifhed an 
epifode of this work, entitled the Dhagvat Geeta. 

¢ Vid. Major Reancl’s Mem. p. 43. 
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Delhi, during the reign of Acber; upon the other 
kingdoms he feldom touches, and their internal tranf- 
ations are involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 


AxouT the year 1000 of our éra, Mahomed Gazni 
penetrated into Hindoftan ; and after twelve fucceflive . 
invafions, in which he ‘was moré or lefs oppofed by 
the native princes, he finally eftablifhed his empire. 
His vengéance and bigotry feemed more gratified by 
the maflacrés of the Hindoos, and the deftrution of 
their ternples, than his ambition was foothed by the 
acquifition of new territory, or fubjects. The mur- 
ders he committed againtt the defencelefs priefts, 
and the numerous votaries of fuperftition who of- 
ficiated at the temples, afforded this moniter the 
higheft delight. “* Nothing,’ fays the judicious 
Major Rennel, *“ offends our feelings more, that 
the progrefs, of deftruction urged by religious zeal : 
as it allows men to fuppofe themfelves agents of the 
Divinity ; thereby removing thofe checks which in- 
terfere with the perpetration of ordinary villany, and 
thus makes cenfcience a party when it was meant to 
bea judee*.” a 


Tus picture, however fhocking, is too exact a 
reprefentation of the conduét of moft conquerors of 
Hindoftan of the Mahomedan race. During eight 
dynafies of kings, who reigned over this coyntry for 

; a 


* IntroduGion to Mem. p- 46. 
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a period of 700 years, the moft ferocious bigotry 
and rapme characterled their efforts in acquirmg or 
recovering the different provinces of this peninfula ; 
and had not the fervor of Mahomedan zeal fome- 
what abated towards the later period of their power, 
the whole fcene of their conguefts ‘mult have re- 
mained a folitary defart. In 1265, within twenty- 
five miles of Delhi, the feat of government, an hun- 
dred thoufand of the Mewatti tribe were put to the 
fword, as a punifhment for their incurfions. ‘The 
internal government of Hindoftan muft have been in 
a dreadful ftate, when fuch vindictive meafures were 
purfued in the vicinity of the capital. Indeed, re- 
bellious meafures, and barbarous conquefts, make up. 
the hiftory of this fine country, which nature feemed 
to have deftined to be the paradife of the world. 


Amipst thefe depredations, Benares, the great feat 
ef Braminical learning, was phindered in 1184: and 
from this time the purity of the Sanfcreet lancuage 
muft have gradually decayed, till it at laft ceafed to 
be a living tongue, being no where fpokea in Hin- 
doftan. It probably enters into the vernacular lan- 
guage, amd makes a part of that mixture of which 
it is compofed, asthe Celtic, Saxon, and Latin do in: 
the. Englifh., When conquelts have been long main- 
tained, and the conquerors numerous, fimilar changes 
are produced in the language of every country. 
The Ronian language, like the Sanfcreet, has ceafed 
to be fpoken in all the nations that were fubjet to 
that empire. | 

‘Suis 
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uF Ht1s-city, which gives its name to a confiderable 
province, is ftill the great feat of learning, and: is 
held in veneration all over India: Nothing, howe- 
ver, can more fully demonftrate the circumfcribed 
ftate of Afiatic knowledge and learning, than the 
{mall number who ftudy the Sanf{creet:language, and 
enable themfelves to read their facred or fcientific 
books. Very few, even of the higheft clafs of Brah- 
mins have made this attainment—not the thoufandth 
part of the community; whereas in Europe, almoft 
all the youth of any rank are inftructed in the lan- 
guages of Athens and of Rome froin their earlieft 
years; by their means a confiderable mafs of know- — 
ledge reaches even the body of the people. But the 
phe ions of the Moguls were far oftener renewed, 
and were more awfully deftructive than thofe of the 
Goths and Vandals who overturned the Roman em- 
pire, and deftroyed the monuments of” tafte and 
ference that diftinguifhed Europe. Regular govern: 
ment was gradually eftablifhed, and learning revived 
with new lufire in that quarter of the world; while - 
Hindoftan remains in the fame gloom of Ignoran 
as in the turbulent periods: of the Mahomedan i 
queits. 


In the courfe of afew years, it will be found that 

a proportionably greater number of Europeans will 
ftudy the learned language of Hindoftan, than of the 
natives themfelves. “Bow the active curiofity: and 
diligence of the former, much is to be expected 
while 
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while little can be hoped from the fupine indolence, 
and liftlefs character of the latter. 


Asout the beginning of the fixteenth century, 
during the reign of Belloli, the Portuguele reached 
India by the Cape of Good Hope. But fo deeply 
was the empire involved in confufion, that they were 
allowed to make conquefts of fome of the petty 
ftates bordering on the coaft, whofe viceroys had be- 
come independent without even attracting the notice. 


of the court of Delhi. 


It was not till an hundred years after that period 
that the Britith were heard of there, when in 1615 
Sir Thomas Row was fent ambaflador to the Empe.- 
ror Jehanguire. During the lapfe of a century, the 
Portuguefe had made fuch confiderable acquifitions 
on the coaft, as to attract the notice of the court: 
and Ferifhta, the hiftorian, mentions, ‘* that by the 
negligence of the king’s governors feveral diftricts of 
Guzarat were in the hands of the Idolators of Eu 
i * wa : 

AxzouT a century afterwards, the Mogul empire 
feemed to have reached the fummit of its grandeur ; 
from which it fuddenly relapfed into debility and 
utter ruin. During the reign of Aurungzebe, who 
died in 1707, the empire extended almoft over the 

whole 


* Vid. Col. Dow’s Hitt. of Hindoftan, 
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whole peninfula; and its annual revenue, wheré 
money is four times the value that it is in Europe, 
amounted to the fum of 32,000,000l. fterling, ac- 
cording to Major Rennel; but the Ayeen Acbery 
itates it at thirty-fix millions in the time of Acber. 


So vaft an empire could not be held together by a 
weak and unenergetic government: and the mighty 
{ceptre of Aurungzebe, when grafped by the feebler 
hands of his fons, was found too unwieldy for their 
management. His death was regarded as the fignal 
of hoftility by Mauzum and Azem, the two eldeft, 
who marched, the former from Cabul, and the latter 
from the Deccan, to difpute, in its center, the poffef- 
fion of an empire too large for the management of 
one perfon. Two armies, each confifting of 300,000 
men, decided the conteft by a battle which coft A- 
zem his life; and conferred the whole empire on his 
more fortunate brother, who aflumed the title of 
Bahadar Shah. 


His four fons difputed the throne with the fame 
violence that their father had done; till the power 
and refources of the empire were fo far reduced, as 
to enable the Siecks, an obfcure people from the 
ealtern mountains, to fet up Ferokfere in the reom 
of Jehander Shah, the laft of them. So degraded 
was the houfe of Timor, that in the fpace of eleven 
years after the death of Aurungzebe, as many princes 
had been raifed to the throne, and fucceflively mur-” 

: dered 
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dered or depofed. The royal authority thus pro- 
_ flituted, became contemptible ; and the governors of 
provinces prepared to throw of their dependence on 
the head of the empire who had become unable to 
overawe his fervants. 


Tue Nizam, viceroy of the Deccan; and Aliverdi 
Khan, Subah of Bengal, threw oif the yoke; while 
the Mahrattas and Rohillas eitablifhed independent 
{tates in the heart of the empire. The province of 
Oude was feized by Siefdar Jung, grandfather to 
the prefent Nabob Azoph Doulah. Nothing now 
remained to the Imperial Houle, except a {mall ter- 
ritory round Delhi; when in 1749 the laft royal 
army was defeated by the Rohillas, whofe mdepens 
dence was now fully eftablifhed. 


Tue prince, in whofe time this final overthrow of 
the Mogul power was effected, was Achmed Shah ; 
from this period though the title be regularly af- 
fumed by the lineal heir of the empire, it is merely 
nominal. So powerful is the effect of cuftom a- 
mong Afiatics, that the name and perfon of the em- 
peror have been regarded as of confequence to the 
different powers who have fince contended for ter- 
_ritory in Hindoftan. The veneration of the people 
for their ancient monarchs has been fo great, as 
~fo oblige the pace to obtain grants, fan@tioned 
by the emperor’s name, to cover their ufurpations 
from ei eyes of at leaft the people throughout 

Wouidk B Fetes: 
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India: and through that extenfive territory, which 
compofed the Mogul Empire, the coin of each 
{tate is univerfally {truck in the name of an Em- 
peror, whofe power they have long ceafed to ac- 
knowledge. 


REMARKS 


SECT. II. 


REMARKS ON THE STATEMENT GIVEN BY THE ABBE 
RAYNAL OF ‘THE BRITISH CONQUESTS IN BENGAL, 


¢ nF ~ vig ¢ 
@oe@eeoe0e0n%e##e#es8e¢6 st 


Calcutta, March 1796. 


Tue celebrated battle of Plafley, which was gained 
by afmall army, confifting, it is faid, only of two 
thoufand natives, and nine hundred Europeans, gave 
the princes of India fuch an awful impreflion of Bri- 
 tith difcipline and valour, that it has continued ever 
fince to operate decifively again{t them at every fuc- 
ceeding engagement. 


Tuose who entertain doubts of the truth of Gre- 
cian hiftories, and of the accounts of the Patan and 
Mogul conquefts, from the enormous difproportion 
of numbers between the contending armies, may 
- find a clear elucidation of them’ in many of the en- 
gagements in their own times, where the number of 
the victors was {till more difproportioned to that of 
the vanquifhed armies. A detachment of French 

B 2 troops 
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troops effected revolutions in the Deccan, while 
their number was, perhaps, not a tenth part of the 
number of Alexander.- The Britifh, in two ‘cam- 
paigns, made a complete conqueft of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oude, with a {till more diminutive force. In 
all thefe inftances, the firft advantages were gained 
by Europeans alone, which were improved by levies 
in the conquered countries; and Alexander, who 
fet out with only thirty-five thoufand, returned to- 
wards Europe with a hundred and twenty thoufand 
men. 


Arrer being thus. firmly eftablifhed on the 
Ganges, the Britifh power was engaged in contefts in 
the Deccan, far more arduous in their-nature, and 
for a while attended with lefs fplendid advantages. 
‘There it had to contend with European armies, ina 
more difficult country, and with native troops 
whofe tactics had been improved by fuperior difci- 
‘pline: over thefe obftacles, too, however, it has 
finally been triumphant ; and has annihilated the em- 
pire of the Myforian kings, though defended fuc- 
ceflively by Hyder Ally and Tippoo, two fovereigns 
of greater military fkill, and animated with a more 
inveterate hoftility, than had ever difputed the field: 
agvainft Europeans in the Eaft. 


Tur account given by the Abbé Raynal of thefe. 
conqueiis and fettlements, is more ample-and de- 
tailed than that of any other writer. The changes 
introduced by time, have rendered his defcriptions, in 

fome 
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fome parts, inapplicable to the prefent ftate of the 
country: in other paflages they were often origin- 
ally maccurate, from the impoffibility of 2 fingle 
perion being able to collect fo great a mais of au- 
thentic peat aiats. What is fiill more to be re- 
gretted, from his want of perfonal and local know- 
ledge of the manners of the inhabitants, admittance 
has fometimes been given to accounts altogether in- 
credible by perfons who have vifited ned 
THE eloquent exaggerations of this in eds hi- 
torian have univerfally been perufed; always to the 
entertainment, and frequently to the inftrudc @) 
his reader. 


Ons manifeft advantage he poffeffed over a native 
of Britain ; he could defcribe the conduét of its fer- 
vants in India without fear or partiality. His re- 
flections upon this topic are unbiafled, and may 
therefore be juftly reearded as the moft valuable part 
of his work; for this reafon I have ventured to give 
his account of the manner in which we obtained the 
fovereignty of Bengal, and of the rich province of 
Behar, from which 1 now write. 


From an affectation, however, of impartialitv, and 
of getting the better of European prejudices, the 
French writers reprefent the natives of every foreign 
country as being in a ftate of comparative perfeCiion 
and happinefs. In their religious and moral duties, 
they are always on the fide of reafon: and in every 

B3 quarrel, 
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quarrel, or partial conteft, they are fure to be on the 
fide of juftice. Much of this affectation difgraces 
the writings of Roufleau as well as of the Abbé 
Raynal. : 


«¢ A pernicious cuftom,’’ fays he, ‘* had for fome 
time prevailed in thefe countries: the governors of 
all the European fettlements took upon them to 
grant an afylum to fuch of the natives as were afraid 
of oppreffion or punifhment. As they received 
very confiderable fums for their protection, they 
overlooked the danger to which the interefts of their 
principals were expofed by this proceeding. One of 
the chief officers of Bengal, apprifed of this refource, 
took refuge among the Englifh at Calcutta, to avoid 
the punifhment due to his treachery. He was taken 
under their protection. ‘The Subah, juitly irritated, 
put himfelf at the head of his army, attacked the 
place, and took it. He put the garrifon into a clofe 
dungeon, where they were fuffocated in the fpace of 
twelve hours. ‘Tw enty-three only remained alive. 
Thefe wretched people offered large fums to the 
keeper of their prifon to prevail upon him to get 
their deplorable fituation reprefented to the prince, 
Their cries and lamentations were fufficient informa- 
tion to the people, who were touched with compaf- 
fion; but no one would venture to addrefs the de- 
{potic monarch upon the fubjeét. The expiring 
Englifh were told, that he was afleep; there was 
not, perhaps, a fingle perfon in Bengal who thought 
that the tyrant’s flumbers fhould be interrupted for 

one 
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ene moment; even to preferve the lives of one hun- 
dred and fifty unfortunate men! 


‘¢ ApmiIRAL Watfon, who was jut arrived in 
India with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive, who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf fo remarkably.in the war of the 
Carnatic, did not delay to avenge the caule of their 
country. They got together the Englifh who had 
been difperfed, and were flying from place to place: 

They went up the Ganges.in the month of December 
1756, retook Calcutta,,and made themfelves matters 
of feveral other places; and obtained a complete 
victory over the Subah. 


*<SucH a-rapid and extenfive fucceis, becomes in 

a manner inconceivable, when we confider, that it 
was only with a body of five hundred men, that the 
Englifh were to ftand againft the wholeforce of Ben- 
gal. But if their fuperiority was partly owing to their 
better difcipline, and to other evident a cay hae 
which Europeans have in battle over the Indian | 
powers, the ambition of eaftern chiefs, the avarice 
of their mmifters, and the nature of a government 
whofe only fprings are fear and prefent intereft, were 
of fill mere advantage to them: they had fufficient 
experience to avail themfelves of thefe feveral cir- 
cumftances in their firft, as well as in every fucceed- 
ing enterprize. ‘The Subah was detefted by all his 
own people, as tyrants generally are; the principal 
officers fold their intereft to the Enelifh: he was be- 
frayed at the head of his army, the greateft part of 
B 4 which 
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which refufed to engage; and he himfelf fell mto 
the hands of the Englifh, who caufed him to be 
{trangled in prifon. 


‘Tury difpofed of the Subahfhip in favour of 
Jafier Alh Khan, the rmgleader of the confpiracy, 
who ceded to the Company fome provinces, with a 
grant of every privilege, exemption and favour, to 
which they could have any pretenfion. But foon 
growing weary of the yoke. he had impofed on him- 
felf, he was fecretly looking out for means to get rid 
of it. His defigns were difcovered, and he was con- 
fined in the centre of his own capital. | 


<¢ Cossim-Auui Khan, his nephew, was proclaim- 
ed in his ftead: he had purchafed that ufurpation 
with an immenfe fum of money; but he did not 
a enjoy it. Impatient of the yoke, as his prede- 
efior had been, he gave fome tokens of his difpo- 
ace and refufed to fubmit to the laws which the 
Company had impoled upon him. Upon this the 
war broke out again: ‘The Jaffier Alli Khan, whom 
the Englith kept in confinement, was again proclaim- 
d Subah of Bengal. They marched again{t Coffim- 
li Khan. Hs General Officers were corrupted: 
was betrayed, and entirely defeated: too happy, 
that whilit he loft his dignity,. he {till poflefled the 
vait treafures he had amafled. 


*¢ NOTWITHSTANDING this revolution, Coffim- 
All did not drop his hopes of vengeance. Full of 
| refent- 
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yefentment, and loaded with treafure, he fet out for 
the Nabob of Benares, chief vizier in the Mogul’s 
empire. He and all the neighbouring princes re- 
united in oppofition to the common enemy, who 
threatened them all equally. But now the conteft 
remained no longer between them and a handful of 
Europeans juft arrived from the coaft of Coroman- 
del; they were to engage with the whole ftrength of 
Bengal, of which the Englifh were matters. Elated 
with their fuccefies, they did not wait to be attacked ; 
they fet out directly, and made head againit fo for- 
midable a league, marching with all the confidence 
Clive could infpire, a leader whoie name feemed to 
be the pledge of conqueit. Clive, however, did not 
eare to hazard any thing. Part of the campaign 
was fpent in negociation ; but in time the treafures 
which the Englifh had drawn from Bengal ferved to 
enfure them new’conquefts. The heads of the In- 
dian army were corrupted; and when the Nabob of 
Benares was defirous of coming to action, he was 
obliged to fly with his men, without ever being able 
to engage. By this victory, the country of Benares 
fell into the hands of the Englifh: and it feemed as 
if nothing could hinder them from annexing that 
fovereignty to the province of Bengal.” 


By thefe or fimilar methods, the Englifh have ob- 
tained their territory in India; and other nations 
have acquired theirs by means perhaps ftill lefs de- 
fencible. In the eye of reafon, however, there ap- 


pears but little ground for thofe opprobrious terms 
of 
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of abule with which this lively author has loaded 
their conduct. In fact, there cannot be adduced a 
fingle argument againit feizing the territory of the 
native. princes, who were themfelves ufurpers, which 
may not. be urged again{t interfermg in any manner, 
or trading with India in general. 


WHEREVER mankind have tranfaCions,. there. will 
arlie quarrels and, difputes; and among nations who 
quarrel, the weaker party muft ever fuffer. In every 
quarter of the wold, .as wwell,as Afia, every nation, 
diftinguifhed among its neighbours by fuperior bra- 
very, knowledge, and induftry, has variably in- 
crealed its power and enlarged its dominion. Su- 
perior talents operate upon the refources of nations 
and their pefleflions in the fame manner as.they do 
in the cafe of individuals. Philofophers may har- 
rangue; but the induftrious.and enterprifing always 
have, and in the nature of things ever muft acquire, 
an aicendant over the diffolute and poor. 


Sucu'is the anavoidable confequence of the inter- 
courte of a warlike and enterprifing people with na- 
tions inferior in arts and arms: If the fubject be ex- 
amined by the rule of morality, perhaps the conduct 
of Europeans may find a fill f{tronger vindication. 
according to the above account, the conduét of the 
native princes has been in the higheft degree cruel 
and tyrannical. The Subah of Bengal, who mur- 
dered the Englith, was detefted by all his fubjects, 
and dreaded to fuch a degree that he durft not be 


} approached 
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zpproached on the moft. urgent calls of humanity. 
The nobles who hated, betrayed him; and the pic- 
fure is applicable to almoft every native prince in 
India. . The rules of morality, therefore, if applied 
to this fubject,: would impofe it as a duty, on every 
nation who had the power, to vindicate the injures 
of mankind, by depofing thefe oppreflors from their 
- eabufed authority. 


Tuis relief to the fufferings of mankind could not 
.be viewed as an injuftice even to the princes them- 
felves; for they are in general ufurpers of their 
power. In Europe, where hereditary fucceflion is 
eftablifhed, the imagination conceives a fort of right 
_ in the fucceflor to the profpeéts which he has been. 
educated to entertain; he compafles them without 
violence. In Afia almoit every fucceflion is an ufur- 
pation. The dying fovereign bequeaths his people 
to an adopted heir ;. perhaps the child of his menial 
 flave; the difcontented nobles take the field, and 
place upon the throne one of their own. number, who 
has no other right than that conferred by the {word. 
“Lhe Englith, on the contrary, have placed feveral of 
the princes whofe territories they have acquired,. in 
opulent and f{plendid circumflances, of which hardly 
even their own, folly can depriye them. And‘thefe 
xich penfioners they have continued from one eenc- 
zation fo another, even in defpite of their own de- 
juerits. , 


fe | 


‘oo Tue 
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Tue late Nabob of Oude left his ample domi- 
nions to a child, born to his meaneft fervant, whofe 
indifference for his people, and extravagance and 
folly can only be equalled by the meannefs of his 
former condition. His dominions mnit therefore be 
governed as they too long have been, by a defpotifm 
and wantonnefs of cruelty more deftructive than that 
of Nero. His territories border upon thofe of the 
India Company; and their limits are every where 
difcernible by the poverty and defolation which they 
difplay. The Englifh nation has had a powerful 
afcendancy over this country for nearly half a cen- 
tury: by them it has been conquered, as well as 
protected from foreign enemies; while its princes 
have preferved their revenue without feeling depen- 
dence. A purer code of morality would have taught 
them, that to fuffer crimes you can prevent, is to be 
acceflary in committing them; that they are in 
fome degree blameable for the wretched internal 
management of fo vaft a territory; that as it has 
been in their power, fo it was their duty to make 
this prince a penfioner*, and his people happy. “They 
have oftener incurred the guilt of hypocrify, in the 
precautions they have adopted to fcreen their ufur- 
pations, than difcovered temerity in feizing power 
which feemed thrown into their hands. 


ORIGIN 


* What right have we to do this? We have a right to re- 
fume a gift upon its being abufed, or, if improperly given, whe- 
sher it has been abufed or not. 3 


SECT. Il. 


ORIGIN AND PRESENT STATE OF THE MAHRATTA 
EMPIRE, 


Near Buxar, Nov. 1796. 


In every narrative of India affairs, the Mahrattas are 
mentioned as one of the moft confiderable powers 
which have arifen on the ruins of the Mogul Em- 
pire. 


Tuis nation derives its name from Mahrat, a pro- 
vine the Deccan*, which at prefent, under the 
name of Baglana, forms the moft central part of 
the Mahratta dominions. Sevajee is regarded as the 
founder of this empire; he had obtained a diftin- 
guifhed rank in the army of the King of Vifiapour, 
and the diftractions of that monarchy foon afforded 


him an opportunity of afluming independent power. 
His 


* Vid. Ferifhta’s Hitt. Hindoftan. 
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His conquefts were fo rapid in the adjoining pro- 
vinces, that before the acceflion of Aurungzebe to 
the throne, he had already become formidable to the’ 
Mogul Empire. The Roman State had not a more 
hardy or warlike people for its founders than the 
Mahrattas ; for many of the conquefts of Sevajee 
were made in the face of Auruhgzebe when he was 
at the fummit of his power. The confiufions which 
followed upon the death of that emperor, and the 
diffentions among his fons, allowed the Mahrattas to 
extend their conquefts with a rapidity peculiar to’ 
this part of Afia. Bred in the {chool of war, and 
preferved by their rugged and barren. mountains: 
froin falling into that liftlefs effeminacy which cha- 
racterized the inhabitants of India, the ‘Mahrattas 
were able to contend with Autunezebe himfelf; and 
Sahojee, the prince who fucceeded the founder of the 
nation, had before his death extended his‘dominions 
from the weflern fhore of the peninfula to Oriffa on 
the eaftern; and from Agra, on the north, to the 
Carnatic, on the fouth ; while almoft every part of 
Hindoftan and Bengal itfelf had’ been" plundered by 
his armies. Thefe conquefts were made in the fame. 
manner as thofe of this nation have ever been: an 
enterprifing chief, by holding up to’his followers a 
profpect of plunder, foon collets an army ; and the 
weaknefs and diftraGtions of his neighbours afford 
him an opportunity of realifing his promiles. 


In 1718 the Mahrattas were fo powerful, that’ 
they were enabled to enforce the paymient of a tri- 
bute 
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bute from the Emperor Nadir Shah: this impofition 
isin the language of Hindoftan denominated a chout, 
and though it varied in particular diftricts, amounted 
generally to one fourth of the annual revenue. ‘This 
fhameful contribution was exacted from the province 
of Bengal in 1742, when they overran that province 
with 80,000 cavalry, whofe depredations and cruel- 
ties are {till remembered with horror by the natives. 
For two fucceflive years they plundered this rich 
territory, nor did they quit it till they exhaufted its 
{tores, and carried off an immenfe booty, particu- 


larly from the Jaggut Seets, the moft eminent 
bankers in India. 


Tue fortunes of an empire of fuch recent forma- 
tion and rapid growth, were deftined foon to fall, 
for it contained the feeds of its own deftruction. In 
fact, the combination of the Mahratta chiefs exhibits 
the feudal conftitution in its loofeft form. It isa 
voluntary combination of plunderers, poflefling no 
principle of permanent union or improvement; and 
the rife of the Mahratta power may with greater pro- 
priety be termed the diffolution of all government, 
and the eftablifhment of anarchy, than the founda- 
tion of regular empire. They are the Swifs of 
India, ever ready to enter for hire into every fcheme 
of plunder fuggefted by an ambitious chief. 


Durine the reign of Ram Raja, the difcordant 
fabric of the Mahratta government was divided by 
the two minifters of that prince, who treated him 


with 
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with the fame perfidy his anceftor had done the king 
of Vifiapour. Bajirow, the Pefhwah, or minifter, 
affumed the government of the weftern provinces at 
Poonah; while the Bukthi, or commander in chief, | 
ufurped the eaftern diftricts, and eftablithed his go- 
vernment at Nagpore, in Berar. Without any prin- 
ciple of mutual co-operation in making either peace 
or war, thefe chiefs continued at the head of their 
refpective dominions. 


Bajirow, the pefhwah of Poonah, cohducted his 
adminiftration with a vigour fuited to the boldnefs 
with which he had ufurped his power. He not only 
took from the Portugueze the iflands of Bombay 
and Salfettey but pufhed his conquefts in the Panjab 
as far as the Indus. There, however, they gave 
umbrage to Abdalla, king of Candahar, a prince 
with whom they were hitherto unacquainted, and be- 
- fore whom their fudden greatnefs feemed deftined only 
to have made their Gael the more confpicuous. 
For fome time this afpiring nation had been engaged 
in every fcene of war and politics throughout the 
whole of Hindoftan. This profperity of their affairs, 
with the vaft territories of which they were in poffef- 
fion, infpired them with the idea of banifhing for 
ever the Mahomedan government from India. On 
their part, therefore, they collected all the Hindoo 
powers into a confederacy, while the Mahomedan 
princes ranged themfelves under the banners of Ab- 
dalla. Sujah Dowlah, and the Rohilla chiefs were 
his aflociates oppofed to the Jatts and Mahrattas.. 

| SHAH 
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SHau Allum was invited to the throne of Delhi 
by Abdalla; and the fate of the Mahomedan princes 
haftened to its decifion, which was effected by the. 
celebrated battle of Panniput. Never fince the fatal 


. conteft between the fons of Allumguire, had Hin- 


doftan beheld fuch numerous armies in the field, 
or a combat maintained with fuch obftinate valour. 
On the fide of Abdalla and the Mahomedans there 
were 150,000 combatants ; on that of the Mahrattas 
200,000 men. The deeds of valour performed, and 
the carnage of both armies were incredible ; but 
fortune declared in favour of Abdalla. The num- 
berof the Mahratta prifoners taken was immenfe, and 
the rout of their army fo complete, that they have 
ever fince laid afide all thoughts of univerfal em- 
pire in Hindoftan, and their power has continued 
to decline. | a 


BaLiajez, who fuffered this final defeat froin 
the army of Abdalla, foon died, and was fucceeded, 
in their turns, by Maderow, and his fon Narrain ; 
the latter being murdered by Ragoba, his uncle, left 
the Poonah covernment ina ftate of great diftraction. 
The widow of Narrain produced a fon who was ac- 
knowledged heir; and the infamous Ragoba, depofed 
by his fubjects, unfortunately drew in the govern- 
ment of Bombay to efpoufe his cauie, by offering ad- 
vantageous grants to the Company. ‘The war that 
enfued terminated difgracefully for both parties ; for 
_Ragoba was furrendered to his enemies, and the 
Vou. L & Bombay 
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Bombay army, after a convention by no means cré- 
ditable to themfelves, agreed to that fettlement. 


Tue adminiftration of the Poonah government, 
during a long minority, was conducted by a junto 
of chiefs whofe jealoufies and quarrels have fre- 
quently brought the ftate to the verge of civil war; 
a condition in which it cannot prove formidable to 
its neighbours. 


Ir is not probable Hindeftan will foon fuffer from 
the conquelts of either of the Mahratta ftates; the 
Faftern has no refources, and the Weftern muit be 
feeble from diffentions, till fome chief of fuperior 
talents unite it into one monarchy. The meafures 
lately purfued by Scindia, feemed to lead to inde- 
pendent power over the Poonah ftate. His troops 
are difciplined by Europeans, and a large body of 
them, till very lately, was commanded by an officer 
who had been in the Britifh fervice. If by their ef- 
forts Scindia, or his fon Dowlat Row, eftablifhes a. 
new empire in the north and weft, the weftern Mah- 
ratta government will be overthrown, and a power 
eftablithed in the-vicinity of Oude, more formidable 
to the Britith interefts than any they have perhaps 
ever beheld in Hindoftan*. 


FHE 


* This has been verified ; for fince the above was written the 
Peifhwah has been banifhed by Scindia; and his reftoration ‘by _ 
the Britith has called forth efforts of bravery, which fufficiently 

prove 
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Tur provinces of Agra and Delhi, once fo famous 
for their population and wealth, are at prefent in the 
moft wretched ftate. During half a century they 
have been the feat of uninterrupted devaftation ; the 
lands aré nearly laid wafte, and the miferable ryuts 
dare not provide any thing beyond immediate fub- 
fiftence, froni too well founded an apprelienfion that 
they would draw upon themfelves the cruelties of 
fome licentious chief whofe trade is pillage, and 
whofe fupport is the fpoils of his miferable neigh= 
bours. 


Tuts defeription is but too applicable to the whole 
_Mahratta empire, which at prefent confilts of nearly 
one half of the whole peninfula of India: and which, 
with the territory belonging to the Seiks, and the 
Englith, conftitute the only independent power now 
remaining in this country. 


Tue Seiks, as well as the Mahrattas, are a ¢ecent 
power which has gradually rifen upon the downfall 
of the Mogul government. This nation confifts of 
a vait number of ariftocratical chiefs équally loofe 
and diforderly with the Mahrattas; their religious 
principles might form a bond of union in cafe of any 

E 2 general 


prove the formidable ftate at which the Mahrattas had arrived. 
Our late glorions victories in that quarter have all been atchieved 
over native troops, who maintained the confli&t with more fteady 
difcipline, and. real brave ery, than were ever difplayed pr that 
¥ace of men. 
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general change threatening their fet. They have in 
a great meafure apoftatifed from the Hindoo fyftem, 
and have made great approaches to Deifm, and a 
purer fyftem of natural religion. They receive pro- 
felytes and make converts; and poffefs a decided ad- 
vantage over the adherents of the ancient faith in 
precluding themfelves from no animal food except 
the Ox. They may be regarded as the reformed in 
India ; and though the rules of their founder Nanuch 
have confiderable hold over them, they would not 
perhaps prove fo inacceflible to the arguments of 
miflionaries as the followers of Brahma. ‘The ex- 
tenfive country of the Panjab, is wholly in their pof- 
fefon, and forms a wide and untried field, which 
in fome future period may fignalize the labours of 
European miffionaries. | 


OF 


SECT IV. 


®F THE EXTENT, POLICE, &c. OF CALCUTTA. 


Calcutta, March 1796. 


Amone the firft objects which attract the notice of 
a {tranger on his arrival in Bengal, is the elegance 
and beauty of Calcutta, the capital of our dommions 
in the Eaft. The Company’s botanic gardens, the 
elegant villas of its fervants, the ftrong and regular 
garrifon of Fort William, and the fpires of the town, 
announce your approach to a capital, though not 
_ above fifty years ftanding, that would be deemed 
eonfiderable m any part of the world. 


‘Tue activity ian enterprize of the Englifh is per- 
haps no where better difplayed, than in the rapid en- 
largement of this town. In the memory of perfons 
{till living here, the European houfes were mean, 
and comparatively fewin number. Thofe of the 
natives are, in general, fill paltry huts ; but as pro- 

C 3 fpects 
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fpects of gain, or at leaft of employment, are always 
opening in the vicinity of European lociety ; the 
number of their dwellings has increafed in a full 
greater proportion than that of Europeans. From 
the number of houfes rated for the payment of taxes 
in the afleffors books, the native inhabitans of Cal- 
cutta cannot fall much fhort of half anulhon, They 
amount to this number eltimating four perfons to 
each houfe; an eftimate: certainly moderate, if you 
confider the number of children and women around 
each hut. The Hindoos not only all marry, but 
enter into that ftate at a very early period of life, 
which renders their marriages uncommonly prolific : 
this circumftance has rendered barrennefs and celi- 
bacy difgraceful in either fex, but particularly in 

the female. A young woman, who has not been 
_ betrothed im her infancy ; or who, from any finifter 
accident, has not procured a hufband, brings much 
folicitude and difgrace upon the family. 


Tus natural fource of population has always been 
feconded by the Brith government m Calcutta, 
which has afforded an eitieedd protection to the lives 
and property of the inhabitants: The police of the 
city is chiefly committed to a fuperintendant of po- 
lice, and feveral inferior juftices of the peace, Euro- 
peans, with certain flated falaries: before them all 
petty delinquencies are tried, and fmaller difturb- 
ances punifhed. ‘Tannahs, or guard-houfes, are 
erected in the different divifions of the town: and 
the peace is maintamed bya few companies of native 

foldiers 
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foldiers, who patrole the ftreets, and prevent difturb- 
ance from quarrels, robbery, or theft. Offences of 
a higher nature, whether committed by Europeans 
or natives, are cognizable by the fupreme court of 
judicature; which about twenty-five years ago was 
fubftituted in place of the Mayor’s court, with more 
extenfive jurifdiction, and fuperior authority. 


Tue powers of this court extend not only to the 
Company’s territories in this part of India, but alfo 
to every cafe, civil or criminal, that may occur upon 
the fea between the Coromandel and Malacca coafts. 
The jurifdiction of this court does not extend to the 
upper ftations: In thefe, however, all the European 
fettlers come under an engagement to be amenable 
to its authority, 

Tue policy of this eftablifhment has been much 
controverted by the civil and military fervants on 
the Bengal eftablifhment ; and it ftill feems to be re- 
garded as an unpopular meafure. The objections, 
however, urged againft it, as far as I have been able 
to weigh them, are highly to its honour and that of | 

its projectors. It is contended that a very confider- 
able difcretionary power over the natives ought to be 
left in the hands of Europeans, to preferve fubordi- 
nation and obedience. A greater degree of info- 
lence, and a more independent fpirit, it is faid, is 
daily gaining ground among that clafs of men: that 
they are litigious to a proverb; and on every occa- 
fion put themfelves on that footing of equality with 
C 4 Euro- 
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Europeans, which they find from experience to be 
countenanced by the fupreme court. They forefee 
in its continuance, and in the eftablifhment of fimilar 
jurifdictions at Bombay and Madras, the total eman- 
cipation of our native fubjects in India*. 


TuHese charges, and thefe fears, proceed rather 
from the mifcondu€t of individuals than their pa- 
triotifm, or the rigour of the fupreme court. The 
diffipation of Europeans here is far more confpicuous 
than the infolence of the natives. Both the military 
and civil fervants are too often in the habit of incur- 
ring debt, fometimes by borrowing money from the 
people of colour; but oftener by want of punctuality 
in the payment of wages and accounts. In every 
cafe a native is a rigid creditor ; and is gratified, ra- 
ther than hurt, by feeing himfelf in a fituation in 
which he can command the pérfonal liberty of an 
_ European by imprifonment. But the man who de- 
mands the payment of a juft debt may be rigid, but 
is not infolent. An honeft man has nothing to fear 
from fuch demands; to him:-they will always appear 
more reafonable, than that every perfon who has the 
facility to part with his money, or want his wages, — 
fhould contribute to debauchery, or fuffer for the 
extravagance and folly of another. 

| 3 For- 


* Since. the above was written, a jurifdiction bill, conferring 
fimilar powers to that for Calcutta, has been projeéted for the 
fettlements of Bombay and Madras. 
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ForMERLY it fometimes happened that a peace 
officer has been feized in the cantonments, and in- 
fulted at the inftigation of officers, or by their per- 
fonal violence. ‘Thefe facts are reported by them- 
felves with an air of exultation, which clearly de- 
monttrates their inclination, and a wifh that they 
could again be repeated. Even at PraleRt there are 
combinations well known to the bailiffs, which ren- 
der the execution of perfonal diligence a very dan- 
gerous part of their duty. But fuch objections 
- againft the fupreme court, are its higheit panegyric ; 
becaufe they are of the fame nature with the objec- 
tions which every thief or robber has to a gibbet. 


Tue infolence of the natives, and that. indepen- 
dent fpirit which endangers the Britith power in In- 
dia, wife men have not been able to difcover; or 
they have deemed palit experience a better guide to 
its treatment, than the capricious exercife of difcre- 
tionary power. ‘The peculations of collectors, and 
the exactions of officers in detached commands, have 
produced the only ferious difcontents which the 
Britifh government has ever yet experienced. And 
had the fources of them, or the principal characters 
concerned, been more immediately under the eye of 
the ‘fupreme court, it is probable that they never 
would have exifted, 


Hap the fupreme court of Calcutta, or the gene- 
. ral police of that capital been eftablifhed on bad prin- 
ciples, their pernicious effeéts would have appeared 

| slong 
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long fince, within the immediate {phere of their ope- 
ration. There, however, they are happily as invi- 
fible as their fuppofed caufe. Perhaps no city in 
Europe has increafed more rapidly than Calcutta 


within the laft thirty years. Ships belonging to. — 


every-nation are feen in its harbour. Trade, and 


every mercantile fpeculation, have been carried on 


with a holdnefs which appears never to have been 
checked by any judicial iniquity. 


GREATER property than is common in Britain, 
has been accumulated even by fome of the natives, 
and poflefled with equal fecurity with that of the 
icheft fubjects in England. ‘The fafety with which 
the property of European famulies is entrufted to the 
native fervants, is indeed highly to their honour. 
Fifty or fixty, and more, perhaps, m fome famihes, 
fleep auring the night in the compound, or im the 
. paflages and verandahs of the houfe, while every 
door is open: and you hear of much fewer burgla- 
ries and thefts, than are committed in London, after 
all that the preeautions of bolts, watchmen, and con- 


fiables have been able to effet. Were a houle, with * 


an equal number of fervants, kept equally acceffible 
in any town of England, it would in all probability 


be robbed as frequently as it contained any thing” 


that could be carried away. And were thefe fub- 
jects poffeffed of the fame degree of wealth as fome 
natives in Calcutta, there is no country in Europe 
where they could be more fecure. In fome it is not 
rah to affirm, that they would have long fince been 
cons 


JS 


% 
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gonvicted of incivifm, or fome imaginary crime, in 
order to conceal the real guilt—that of being rich. 


Tue Ayeen Acbery is entirely filent about Cal- 
cutta, which is full proof of its being wholly incon- 
fiderable in the time of Acber. The fettlement of a 
factory here was fo late as 1690, by Job Charnock, 
it muft have remained a trading faCtory till fome 
‘time after the battle of Plaffey in-1757. To have 
increafed in forty years in fo unhealthy a {pot to its 
prefent population of five hundred thoufand fouls, 
implies a degree of profperity, amid{t all the irre- 
gularities of an infant fettlement, that is unparalleled 
in any other quarter of the world. | 


Durine the rapid increafe of this town, difeafes 
were fatal to thoulands, and particularly, according 
to the teftimony of Dr Lind, among fuch as had 
lately arrived from Europe. Hamilton gives of his 
own knowledge an inftance of four hundred burials 
in fix months, at a period when the whole Enghih, 
refident there, did not exceed twelve hundred, 
Wherever the Britith fettle, the natives crowd around 
them for protection and employment: their expe- 
rience has aflured them of both; and by this they 
have been guided, in the midft of loud clamours, 
from Europe, againft the cruelty, oppreflion, and 
rapacity of their rulers, | 


SECT. V. 


MARITIME TRADE OF CALCUTTA. 


ee) 


Calcutta, Dec. 1797. 


Tuer merchants and agents of this capital are by ne 
aneans confined to tranfactions with their conftituents 
employed in different branches of the fervice; they 
engage largely in foreign commerce to every part of 
note either in Afia or Europe. In fome houfes, the 
extent of their dealings has been eftimated at two 
crores of rupees annually:* If upon fuch an im- 
menfe fum they cleared only the common intereft of 
the country, their gains muft prove very ample. But 
this eftimate of their grofs concerns is probably ex- 
aggerated ; and the nature of the commodities ren- 
ders mercantile enterprifes much more hazardous 
than they are in Europe. | 


* Above two millions fterling. 
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No mercantile houfe has accumulated fums equal 
to thofe fortunes acquired by many individuals in the 
_fervice. ‘The charges of clerks, freight, infurance, 
| with the innumerable items of godown, and houfe 
rent, muft deeply affect the profits arifing from every 
| pa es not uncommonly lucrative. 


Tue extent of the private trade of Calcutta can- 
not be eftimated juftly, either from the number or 
the burden of the fhips belonging to that port. Tull 
lately there were. only fixty that properly belonged 
‘to the Britifh merchants here, and their burden was 
about twenty-feven thoufand tons. But it is well 
known that their concern in foreign fhips is great : 
the Dutch, Danifh, and French fettlements in the 
river afford an opportunity for indire&t trade to 
any extent, of which it is believed they fully avail 

themfelves. 


Tue Hon. Company affords confiderable employ- 
ment to the country-built fhips, independent of the 
merchants. It poileffes a maritime eftablifhment, 
under the direction of a Board conftituted for that 
purpofe. During war, cruizers againft the enemy 
are frequently employed, as well as tranfports and 
itore-fhips for its own troops. 


THeEse tranfactions fall under the immediate di- 
rection of the Marine Board, confifting of five mem- 
bers, a number of fubordinate officers and clerks. 
It ep eminent allo the pilot fervice, a moft im- 

portant 


‘ 
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portant branch of the marine eftablifhment in 4 river 
of fuch dangerous navigation as the Hoogly. . The 
great quantity of fand and mud that is wafhed down 
this branch of the Ganges during the rains, occas | 
fions a continual flu€uation in the fize and pofition 
of the fand-banks by which its opening is infelteds 
Conftant attention to this circuriftance is indifpenf: 
able, iti order to place the different buoys fo as they 
fhall not miflead the mariner. 


From the perifhable and expenfive natute of fhip- 
ping in this climate, freight muft be high: but a cir- 
cumftance which muft be borne by all, feems but 
flightly to affect any: and commerce appears as ads — 
venturous here as in any part of the world. 


Tux freight of boats in the inland trade upon thé 
river, is far from being low, owing to the length of 
time neceflary to perform a moderate voyage upon 
that winding ftream. The larger boats upon the 
Ganges carry from three hundred to fix hundred 
mauns; and their hire, per month, amounts to 
twenty, thirty, or fixty rupees, aecording to their 
different fizes. 


Buvcrrrows, for the accommodation of gentle. 
men and their families, are to be had of all fizes, 
from eight to twenty-four oars; the rate of hire for 
the firft, is fixty rupees per month; for the largeft, 
two hundred and thirty. This fum includes the pay 
a: the boatmen; a clafs of men the moft ufeful, la- 

4. borious, 
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boricus, and contented in Bengal. The pinnace 1s 
another delcription of travelling boat, {till more ex-. 
penfive than the budgerrow. It has fuperior accom- 
modation, and from its refembling the ftructure of 
European crafi, both in the hull and rigging, it 
is better fitted for encountering a gale in the great 
river. 


Besipes the hich rate of freight charged on the ~ 
inland and: maritime trade, the merchants in Cal. 
cutta pay a confiderable commiflion on the purchaie 
of goods by their agents: this upon moit articles is 
five per cent.; but as they are more frequently pur 
chafers for others than themfelves, this fum will be 
oftener received than paid. 


Tue mafters of the country-built fhips, or the 
fupercargoes, are the immediate agents by which the 
trade of this part.of the world is conducted. They 
are the moft enterprifing body of men; and, in ge- 
neral, better informed than thofe of the fame profel- 
fion in Europe. Many of them have made inde- 
pendent fortunes; and, what is {till more to ther 
praife, enjoy them in a decent and creditable mans 
ner. The faftidious ideas regarding rank, which 
formerly prevailed in this capital, went nearly to the 
exclufion of this ufeful fet of men from the fociety 
ef our imaginary grandees; a lofs more than com- 
penfated by their diligent attention to their own con- 
cerns; which has raifed many of thefe men to fta- 

tions 
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tions in Britain which few of their contemners havé 
_ been able to attain. 


Wir the common Malays, and a mixture of 
Chinefe, and Bengalee feamen, who never become 
very expert and intelligent in their profeflion, it is 
aftonifhing with what fecurity the country fhip-maf- 
ters perform voyages in thefe dangerous feas. Their 
veffels are termed Donies; and their enterprifes at 
fea are chiefly to be afcribed to the example of Eu- 
ropeans; before their appearance, the Hindoos were 
hardly known as navigators. There are fix different 
aflurance companies in Calcutta, who cover the pro- 
perty of individuals from the rifks of the fea, per- 
haps at as low a rate of infurance as it can be done 
in Europe. 


Tue mode of navigation, as practifed by the na- 
tives, like moit of their other arts, is far from being 
in a perfect {tate. ‘The mariners compafs, the great- 
eft improvement in the fcience was, and ftill remains 
in a very imperfect {tate over every part of India. 
Their aftronomical inftruments are, as far as the 
practice of failors is concerned, in a ftate equally 
contemptible. Ina European fhip you may fome- 
times meet with their barks at fea in the utmoft un- 
certainty of both latitude and longitude. Their in- 
ftruments are fuppofed, by fome very competent. 
judges, to be borrowed from thofe of Europeans, 

: and 
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and are certainly but awkward imitations of their 
originals*, ; 


Or the fhips which I have mentioned belonging to 
the port of Calcutta, there isnot a fingle one com- 
manded bya native Hindoo. Some low perfon of Eu- 
ropean extract, but removed perhaps by many genera- 
tions, is frequently preferved to the command even of 
thofe paltry fhips which venture into the open fea. OF. 
a maritime force hardly any nation in the Eaft has 
formed any idea. ‘There are, indeed, fome proahs 
and private fhips fitted out for piracy, who fight, 
and maflacre the unarmed crews of merchantmen 
with all the inveteracy and cruelty of favages. Thefe 
_enterprifes, fuch as they are, conititute nearly the 
whole of Oriental attainments in naval war. 


Tue internal navigation is conducted by the na- 
tives to a greater extent, and with a greater degree 
of fuccefs. The different ftreams of ‘ the Ganges 
interfect the country in a manner fo obvioufly con- 
_ venient for tranfporting commodities, that it is pro- 
bable that the Hindoos have carried on this naviga- 
tion from the earlieft period of their civilization. 1 
will therefore give a fhort fketch of this noble river 
as an inftrument of internal commerce. 


Tue fource of the Ganges long remained in as 
much uncertainty as that of the Nile. It was left to. 
Vou. I, D the 


* Vide Afiatic Refearches. 
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the prefent age to make the difcovery; when the 
Chinefe emperor Camhi fent perfons to explore it, 


‘though at the diftance of 2,500 miles from his ca- 


pital. It iffues from the oppofite ridge of the fame 
mountains with the Barrampooter, and diretts its 
courfe in a contrary progrefs, till the diftance of 
1200 miles intervenes between rivers that are again 


to approach and water the fame plain. 


So completely are the various branches of thefe 
rivers difufed over the flat country, that there is 
hardly any part of the large province of Bengal 
above twenty-five miles diftant from a navigable 


_ river. The wood, falf, and provifions of many mil- 


lions of people are conveyed along thefe channels 
by 80,000 boatmen, the moft laborious and: hardy 
race in India. All thefe are independent of the 


tranfport of the mercantile commodities to be fhip- 


ped for Europe, which may, amount to two millions 
annually. : 

Tue Barrampooter, though larger than the Gan- 
ges, affords lefs affiftance to commerc:; for it tra- 
vels eaft through rugged defiles and valli tes, feldom 
approaching the habitations of man. In a military 


view, the Ganges is'equally commodious as in that 


in which we have confidered it. A communication 
is afforded by it between the different {tations for 


the conveyance of troops and warlike ftores.. Thus 


it fuperfedes the neceflity of forming magazines, and 
is more commodious than the military roads of the 
Ro- 
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Romans, or the carrying places of North America, 
which not only obftruct the progrefs of an. army, but 
enable the enemy to determine the place and mode 
of attack. Major Rennel, from whom thefe parti- 
culars are felected, afferts, that the Ganges, though 
inferior in the length of. its courfe, difcharges a 
greater quantity of water into the ocean than any 
river in the world, from the influx of the immenfe 
tributary {treams which it receives, and from its po- 
fition within the reach of the periodical rains. Yet 
the trade carried on in this mighty ftream, though . 
it pafles through the fineft country perhaps in the 
world, appears but trifling when compared to that 
of China. The Embaffy found 100,000 mariners on 
a fingle branch of the river Peiho only*, whereas 
30,000 are ftated as the whole amount of Dandies 
who ply upon the Ganges, according to Major Ren- - 
nel. According to the Ayeen, the contribution to 
government muft have exceeded this number, fince 
he declares that four thoufand boats were furnifhed 
by Bengal alone, and ten dandies to each boat is no 
extravagant allowance. 


* Sir Goorge Staunton’s Embafly. - 


D2 SECT. 


“SHOT M.,. 


THE DIFFERENT RACES OF INHABITANTS SETTLED IN 
CALCUTTA. 


Calcutta, March 1797. 


THE group of inhabitants that meets your eye im 
pafhng along the ftreets of Calcutta, isa multifa- 
vious mixture of adventurers of every complexion, 
and from almoft every nation in the world. Even 
the mercantile part of the community confifts of ‘in- 
dividuals from almoft all the. countries of Europe - 
and Afia. 


Tue Armenians are the moft refpectable, and per- 
haps the moft numerous body of foreign merchants 
in this capital. ‘They carry on an extenfive trade 
from China, and moft of the fea-ports to the eaft- 
ward, and to the weft, as far as the Perfian Gulph. 
Their * ormation from all thefe different quarters, 
is dee: . the moft accurate and minute of any body 
ef men in their profeflion. They are attentive, re- 


gular,, 
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gular, and diligent in bufinefs; and never think of de- 
parting fron: their line of life, and indulging in dif- 
fipation, even aiter a competency has been acquired. 
Their houfes are, therefore, of old ftanding, and 
many of them are pofleiled of large capitals. As 
fubjeéis, they are perhaps the moft peaceable and 
loyal to be found in any country: as members o 
fociety, they are polite and inoffenfive. 


Wuewn the convalefcence of his Majefty, after a 
fevere indifpofition, was publicly notified in Calcutta, 
a general expreilion of joy was made by all the inha- 
bitants. But the moft confpicuous and brilliant illu- 
minations were difplayed by an Armenian merchant : 
becaufe accompanied by an act of charity. 


His loyalty did not efcape the notice of Lord Corn- 
wallis, who on mterrogating him what particular 
intereft fe felt in the life of his Britannic Maiefty, 
received this reply: “ 1 have, my Lord, lived under 
his government for near thirty years; it has never 
injured me; but on the contrary always afiorded its 
protection: and this, with induftry on my part, has 
enabled me to accumulate a very plentiful fortune.”’ 
This foeech is not, perhaps, the moft eloquent ; but, 
I confefs, that to me it has conveyed a more advan- 
tageous idea of his underftanding, than if he bad 


©? 


compofed volumes of our political fophiftry. 


Wuewn thefe circumftances were reported to his 
Majefty by the Governor-General, the Armenian 
D3 was 
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was prefented with the miniature of his Sovereign, 
which he continued to wear till his death; and his 
fon now wears it in honour of his family. 


SoME of the more refpeCtable Armenians are com- 
monly invited to the public balls and entertainments 
given in Calcutta: where they invariably behave 
with all that decorum and corre@tnefs which a know- 
ledge of mankind generally produces. A few priefts 
of their perfuafion are maintained by them, not only 
in affluence, but in fome degree of fplendor. ‘In 
their fondnefs for fhow and elegance, the Armenians 
approach nearer the Englifh than any merchants 
here: they are, however, more guarded in their ex- 
pence; for they are feldom feen difplaying their 
equipage till they are fully able to defray its charge. 


Tue Mogul merchants are the next body of 
{trangers, if they ftill merit that title after fo long 
a refidence in this country. They have thirteen dif- 
ferent mercantile houfes of confiderable note,’ be- 
fides many other counting houfes of inferior import- 
ance. Some individuals among the Moguls are very 
wealthy, and are only inferior in riches to fome of the 
native Rajahs, Banians, and Shroffs: fome of thefe 
are more opulent than the firft noblemen in England. 
A million fterling, or even half of that fum*, which 

feveral 


* Among others are Dadee Naflir Wangee, Ramdofs, and 
Rajah Nopkiffen. Mr John Briftow, a civil fervant of the Com- 
pany, 
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feveral are faid to poffefs, yields a revenue of three 
times the annual amount of any capital in, Britain, 
from the exorbitant rate of intereft at which thefe 
people lend their money. 


A Hindoo, of whatever fortune, ftill retains his 
narrow ideas, and parfimonious habits. His pious 
contributions, and the expences of his Zenana, are. 
the greate{t drains upon his income; in his drefs and 
table there is little devoted either to the purpofes of 
elegance or magnificence. The notches, marriages, 
and religious feftivals, feem to be exceptions from this 
remark; but thefe ceremonies are under the direc- 
tion of the Brahmins; and according to the ideas 
which thefe fpiritual guides have formed of his 
wealth, muft the otter, rofe water, and other per- 
fumes, and fweetmeats be, ferved in veflels of gold, 
under a large canopy illuminated with beautiful 
luftres, to many hundreds of guefts of all ranks and 
denominations. The Hindoo, on fuch occafions, is 
gratified with the appearance of a large company ; 
and deems himfelf particularly honoured by the at- 
tendance of Europeans. 


Tuoucu the Notches are intended to do honour 
to fome deity, who prefides over the feftival ; yet 
they feem of all inftitutions the leaft calculated to 

D 4 excite 


pany, has beeu fuppofed the richeft fubje& in his Majefty’s do- 


gainions, 
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excite religious ideas. ‘Part of the ceremony confifts © 


in iikehing to the mufic of the finging girls, who 
drawl out their monotonous ditties with a noncha- 
lance and duineis, which can only be equalled by 
the fluggifh dance, and inanimate geltures with which 
they are accompanied. Of all entertainments, an 
Hindofianee Notch is probably the moit infipid : they 
are fometimes accompanied with pantomimical per- 
formances of no delicate nature. Yet as fuch invi- 
tations are given from politenefs, it is proper that 
they fhould be accepted, with at leaft an appearance 
of fatisfaction, | 


THe number of Greek merchants in Calcutta is 
“not confiderable. ‘They however maintain one clergy- 
man, who performs religious worlhip according to 
the rites of that church. He is a very agreeable 
and well informed man, a native of one of the iflands 
gn the Levant. 


Porrucurze houfes of agency are, in point of 
number, next to thofe of the Englifh. A very con- 
fiderable numberof the sefecabuaiie of the Portuguefe, 


by native women, refide in Calcutta. No people in. 


Europe feem to have affimilated fo clofely to the 
manners of the country. In refpectability of charac- 
ter, iome of the lower ranks.are little fuperior to the 
natives themfelves ; they feem to have retained with 
more fteadinefs the vices than the virtues of either 
line of their anceftors. By many they are deemed the 
mot defpicable clals i in India ; 5 with every vice of the 

natives 
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natives they poffefs few of their virtues. With acom- 
plexion darker than that of the Hindoos, with ha- 
bits fo fimilar, and with full poflefon of the lan- 
guage, it is ftrange that none even of thefe have been 
able to make a convert from the Heathen to the Ro- 
man Catholic faith. Nothing can more clearly de- 
monitrate the compleat dominion which the Brah- 
‘min fuperftition poffefles over the minds of the com- 
mon people: for there is no denomination of Chril- 
tians more devoted to the work of converfion than 
the church of Rome. 


THe Britifh merchants in Calcutta are a numerous 
and reipectable order of men. In this place feveral. 
of them have acquired large fortunes, in the acqui- 
fition of which they have difplayed thofe mercantile 
talents, and that -enterprifing fpirit which diftin- 
euifhes their character in every part of the world. 
In Calcutta the peculiar habits of their profeffion have 
in no degree encroached on the Hberality of their 
minds, or the elegance of their equipage and tables. 
They here difplay an expence and fplendor im their 
manner of living feldom afpired after by the fame 
order of mén in any. part of the world: and what is 
greatly to their honour, their acts of charity and 
munificence to indigent perfons have, perhaps, never 
been equalled by any fimilar number of men of any 
rank whatever. 


Few of thefe gentlemen are engaged in the fer- 
vice, a circumftance here of more confequence than 
may 
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may be apprehended. The fervice of the Company 
has certain ideas, of rank and confequence attached 
to it, which often produces ludicrous effects upon the 
intercourfe of fociety. All perfons in civil and mili- | 
tary appointments affe&t a degree of fuperiority over 
fuch as are not in the fervice, which is frequently ill 
fupported, either by their talents, birth, or cha- 
racter. 


AT the public entertainments, rank was formerly 

a matter of much greater concern at Calcutta than 
at St. James’s. Here all are grafping at rank and 
fuperiority, with an eagernels proportioned to the 
confcious want of it, and to the obfcurity of their 
former condition. This has brought to the fubje& 
fo great an intereft, and fo much perplexity, that 
even the ingenuity of the ladies, who are commonly 
mof{t deeply verfant in this {cience, is often unable to 
unravel it. To hand a lady to table, or to her car- 
riage, is an affair which requires deep cogitation: if 
it be afpired to by a gentleman whofe rank is une- 
qual to the office, inftead of paying a compliment, he 
is guilty of rudenefs, and commits an unpardonable 
offence. When the ladies take the floor to dance, 
the moft perfect acquaintance with all that has ever 
been written upon heraldry, would not enable you 
to make a fatisfactory arrangement either of the la- 
dies themfelves or of their partners. Hardly a meet- 
ing, formerly, concluded without laying the founda- 
tion of turmoils and grievances, more lafting and 
more 
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more important than the magnitude of their caufe, 
in your eyes, will juitify. 


Were all are nearly equal in obfcurity, and e. 
qually deftitute of claim to rank, the arrogance and 
vanity of individuals has no defined limits to its ex- 
actions. Where all purfue the fame object by the 
fame path, there muft be frequent joftlings and col- 
lifions of intereft or opinion. , 


Haprizy the good fenfe of the prefent generation 
is gradually eradicating thofe feeds of difcord; which 
could never have been fown but by perfons of little 
underftanding, and limited acquaintance with the 
world. 


SECT. VIE 


@5 ‘THE BANNIANS, AND NATIVE INHABITANTS. 


o*@ @B @ Cote eve ee SS 


Calcutta, March 1799. 
Amonc the various clafles of the mercantile part of 
the community, formerly noticed, no mention 1s 
made of the Jews. Few of that nation ever fettle in 
India; and Calcutta is perhaps the only opulent 
town that is free of them. 


Tue character of the native merchants is fo com- 
pletely Jewifh, that were the moft expert of the If 
raelites to deal with them, it is more than probable 
that he would be defeated at his own+weapons, 


The native Bannians, Sarkars, and writers, carry 
on the greateft part of the retail trade of Calcutta. 
They go around hawking commodities, from morn- 
ing to night; or fearching after cheap purchafes, 
Nothing can exceed their eagernefs for money; and ~ 

3 if 
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‘if you are not in fome meafure a judge of the article 
you are to purchafe, you will infallibly be over- 
reached. Indeed, that !ow cunning, ftratagem, and 
deceit, which characterize the money tranfactions of 
perfons of narrow intellects, applies almoft without 
exception to this clafs of the Hindoos. For once 
that a European over-reaches them, he is cheated a 
thoufand times. Whether you employ a Confumah 
or Sarkar, to tranfact bufinefs, you mult lay your 
account with impefttion ; for although he may boaft 
of belonging to the higheft caft of his country, half _ 
a rupee will unfortunately often prove greater than. 
the price of his honefty. To over-reach in a bargain 
infers no difcredit among thefe men: fuch as are 
noted for it obtain the appellation of pucka adme, 
men of ftrong parts. — 


Ir muft, however, be acknowledged, that what- 
ever money er goods you intruft to the care of a 
native fervant, will in general be faithfully account- 
ed for. It is in making a bargain with you, or 
purchafing goods, in your abfence, on your own ac- 
count, that you are fo frequently betrayed. ‘The 
ideas I had formed of the innocence and fimplicity 
of the natives, and of the frauds, peculations, and 
oppreflions which they fuffered from the Britith, I 
have often had occafion to correét;- as they bore but 
little refemblance to matter of fact. 


Wiru all their propenfity to cheat, the native 
thop-keepers generally fell their goods on lower terms 
; than 
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than you meet with in the European ware-rooms. 
They are commonly neither of the firft fafhion, nor — 
quality; and they are purchafed at Vendue, where 
they are often procured on very moderate terms. 


Tuerr houfe rent is another caufe of their under- 
felling Europeans. The fhops of the natives, though 
better than their houfes, are mean and difagreeable ; 
and from their fituation in the common bazars, are 
infinitely cheaper than the larger and fplendid rooms 
in which the Britifh merchants expofe their wares. 


House rent, and fervants wages, are the moft ex- 
penfive parts of the charges of houfe-keeping in Cal- 
cutta. The common articles of provifion are much 
cheaper than in Europe; but houfe rent, till lately, 
has. been a very exorbitant charge. Only a few 
years ago, a houfe fufficient to accommodate a gen- 
teel family, could not be procured under fix or eight 
hundred pounds a year; many were let at a larger 
fum. The extent and number of buildings occupied 
by many of the merchants in Calcutta muft prove a 
confiderable item in their expence. 


THE number of fervants neceflary in a private fa- 
mily exceéds all moderation, and I am afraid the be- 
lief of an Englifhman, who has not vifited this coun- 
try. For fome time after my arrival, i lived ina pri- 
vate family, where the fervants of all defcriptions 
amounted to an hundred and five. What is more re- 
markable, they were to a man all neceflary. This 

3 furely 
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Turely is no {mall inconvenience to Europeans ; but 
it is an evil for which there is no remedy as long as 
the fuperftition of the natives fhall deter them from 
performing fervice beyond one fpecific kind of work. 
The wages vary according to the different ftations 
they occupy; from four rupees per month, to twen- 
ty. The average paid to each man of the family, 
juft mentioned, cannot be lefs than fix rupees, which 
amounts to near feven hundred a year. 

Tuts added to the houfe rent, and the incidental 
charges of a family, will raife its expenditure to 
three, four, and five thoufand pounds a year, accord- 
ing to itsnumber. Nor is this expence to be afcribed 
to the extravagant ideas imbibed in this country, or 
to the gratification of vanity, a plant of rank growth 
in Bengal; but is abfolutely incurred by many fober 
families, who have remained untainted by any of 
the burdenfome and coftly follies of fafhionable life. 


Were thefe are followed, they conftitute, in this 
warm climate, the moft laborious of all purfuits; and 
cannot be indulged without an expence, double, per- 
haps treble the amount above flated. 


THE extravagant rate of houfe rent fuggefted a_ 
{peculation which has, perhaps, as far as poflible re- 
duced that charge. Purchafing ground, and houfe- 
building became for a while a favourite fcheme of 
proprietors in Calcutta; but while the number of 
Europeans remains comparatively few, this fpecula- 

tion, 
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tion may be eafily carried too far. The number of 
houfes is at prefent fully adequate to the accommo- 
dation of the people; yet building goes forward 
with a rapidity which muit foon prove its own 
check. 


Bricks, mortar, and wood, are by no means 
{fcarce in Bengal; yet the money funk in building a 
houfe, is always great in proportion to its fize and 
accommodation. ‘The number of natives employed, 
and the flownefs of their operations, is neceflarily at- 
tended with this confequence. Befides, houfes in 
India are always a perifhable commodity, and in con- 
ftant need of repairs. This may partly be’ owing to 
the heavy rains, and ftorms of wind; but it is chiefly 
to be afcribed to the deftructive intrufions of the 
white ants*. Thefe animals make their way in great 
numbers into’ every place where there is moiture, 
and form habitations in the heart of the hardeft 
beams and planks. So deftru€tive are they in their 
operations, that every beam in a houfe may be com- 
pletely deftroyed, while outwardly it may appear per- 
fectly found. 


From thefe circumftances, and the great intereft 
of money, the rent of a houfe muft in Bengal bear 
double the proportion to the capital funk in building 
it, that is requifite in Europe, to render houfe-build- 

ing 


¥ ; 
* Termes fatale of Linneuss 
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ine a profitable fpeculation. Hence rent in Calcutta 
ftill continues high; and will probably remain ue 


Ox comfortable circumftance in the ftructure o 
the houfes of Europeans, is their exemption from the 
accident of fire. Only a {mall portion of wood ens 
ters into the materials; for the: partition walls, as 
well as the flat roofs are chiefly conftructed of brick 
and mortar. This laft article, under the denomina- 
tion of Chunam, the natives have brought to great 
-perfection. 


Amipst.that fecurity from fire, enjoyed by Euro- 
pean families, the native inhabitants are fubje€t to 
dreadful alarms and danger from that element. The 
ereat bulk of their huts are conftru&ed of a kind of 
bafket work, made of fplit bamboos or reeds. This 
flender and combuftible fabric, the Hindoo neatly 
covers in with a light thatched roof; and in this 
humble tenement, he, his wife, and numerous child- 
ren refide, with a degree of cleanlinefs and comfort, 
which would gratify your humanity, as completely 
as it mocks the toils of the ambitious. 


Turse manfions of contentment are regularly 
threatened, or deftroyed by fire every dry feafon. 
On travelling through the town you may fometimes 
fee whole fireets {moking 1 in afhes, and thoufands of 
inhabitants bufy in carrying off their little moveable 
property. You are not, however, to fuppofe that 
this fcene proves equally calamitous as fimilar ones 

vo. L, Ly in 
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in Europe. Here property is fmall, and in general 
eafily fecured : the habitations are flender, and there- 
fore eafily rebuilt. For one or two rupees the Hin- 
doo is reinftated in a dwelling with equal comfort 
after, as before an accident, which generally reduces 
an European family to beggary during the reft of 
their days. Vhe inconvenience of fleeping in the 
open air for a few nights, from choice or neceflity, 
has to the Hindco become fo familiar, that it finds 
no place in the lift of his misfortunes. Thus does 
the ftream of human happinefs diffufe itfelf in a more 
equable tenor than we often imagine: and the poet’s 
obfervation is as compleately verified in its figurative 
and moral, as it is.in its natural application ; 


Gelfae graviori cafit, 
Decidunt turres. 


The great are expofed to many real, and. more 
imaginary evils; the wealthy offer a broad mark to 
adverfity ; while many of the rudeft ftrokes of for- 
tune either reach not the humble dwellings of the 
poor, or make on them but a flight and temporary 

impreflion. 
ly proof of what is here afferted, I have obferved 
in the provinces of Oude, feveral hundred . cottages 
demolifhed by the fwelling of the Ganges and Jum- 
na, and, though on the fpot, never heard a com- 
plaint; nor indeed beheld a {cene of real .mifery. 
In the beginning of September 1798, the Ganges 
_broke 
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broke over its bank, and deftroyed feveral hundreds 
of mud-houfes. This unavoidably happens as often 
as even f{tagnated water reaches the walls, as from 
the nature of this fubftance they crumble down, 
and the roof falls in. The inhabitants remain fo long 
as with fafety they dare, and when that cannot 
longer be done, they refort to the neareft height and 
conftruct a temporary fied of the old Hue and 
materials of their former dwelling. 


I have feen them fitting fmoking their hookers, 
in a houfé three feet covered with water; the fire- 
wood of the family was piled: up on the floor, and 
upon the top of it the members fat without any vis 
fible fuffering or concern. The River isa munifia 
cent god; they repofe in its mercy ;—poflibly their 
faith and piety would be gratified by being carried 
down in its {tream. 


& 


SECT. 


SECT. VIIl. 
ESTABLISHMENTS FOR EDUCATION IN CALCUTTA, 


\ 
FfeéeceeetvteeVwed 


Calcutta, Fan. 1797. - 


‘T'fp maintenarice and education of the children be« 
longing to Europeans in India, have on account of 
their increafing number, become objects of great im- 
portance. Nearly half a century has already elapfed 
fince the power of the Britifh arms has been efta- 
blifhed in Bengal ; and the influx of European inha~ 
bitants has ever fince kept pace with the increafe of 
power, and the profpect of acquiring wealth. In 
the fervice of the Company, and in the profecution 
of private adventures, opportunity has been offered: 
to many of accumulating fortunes; but the country 
has been the grave of many more. 


Europeans in India, whether they live to become 
rich, or die poor, from their own diffolute habits, 
and the unhappy frailty of the Mahommedan women, 
gene- 
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wenerally leave a numerous progeny: behind them. 
In every cafe where the parent is poor, the main- 
tenance of his. children becomes, whether he live 
er die, a public charge upon the community, 


Dip not the exercife of their benevolence in fome 
meafure cover a multitude of faults, the Europeans 
of India muft have long fince been condemned to 
behold fcenes of the utmoft diftrefs in the fituation 
of orphans, and the children of the poor; precluded, 
from any rank and employment in European fociety, 
and abandoned by the natives, they feemed to be the 
moit deftitute of all beings, 


_ In this light, they were viewed by feveral perfons, 
who have done honour to themfelves and their coun- 
try, by eftablifhing fchools for the maintenance and 
education of the orphan children of the military fer- 
yants of the Company. ‘Two inftitutions have been. 
formed for this purpofe ; one for the children of of- 
ficers, and the other for thofe of private foldiers. 
Fach is provided with teachers of both fexes; quali- 
fied to inftru@t the children in fuch branches of 
knowledge and induftry, as feem fitted for their rank 
and profpeéts in fociety, The fund for the fupport 
of thefe inftitutions, is fupplied by a fixed contribu- 
tion railed from the military, and by the donations 
of fuch perfons as with to forward the aims of bene- 
yolence. 


E,.3 | THE 
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Tue children of fuch as have died, or of fuch only 
as are evidently poor, are admitted gratuitoufly into 
this fchool; but any officer may, for a reafonable 
fum, have his children educated there: arid it is the 
moft eligible place in India; for during a period of 
twenty years, the management and fupetintendatice of 
this feminary of education have been as faithful and 
as diligent as ifs inftitution was benevolent. About — 
fix or feven hundred children are maintained and 
educated by this ufeful charity. The only thing 
wanting to complete its purpofe feems to be fuitable 
emiployment for the youth of both fexes, after they 
have finifhed their education, There has not hi- 
_therto been in India any middle clafs of fociety, be- 
tween the Europeans and natives; and of confe- 
quence few employments open for them to occupy. 


Tuts want of employment for country-born chil. 
dren has already been feverely felt 5 and is every day 
becoming more urgent from the increafe of their 
number.  Befides the two inftitutions already men- 
tioned, there are feven or eight others for the educa. 
tion of boys ; and nearly an equal number for girls. 
lyin the orphan fchools, all the intereft of the heads 
of the army and of the managers, is unable to pro- 
cure employment for the youth educated there, the 
dificulty is much greater in private feminaries, where 
this can only deyolve upon individuals. For the fet- 
tlement of their pupils in ufeful profeffions, neither 
parents nor mafters have yet been able to devife any 
adequate means, | 


AC: 
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AGcorDINGLY almioft all the fchools in Calcutta 
for either fex, are continuing to increafe in the num- 
ber of pupils, and in the difficulty of providing for 
them. This difficulty is increafed by the manner in 
which female education is conducted in Calcutta. 
From a partiality as unaccountable as it is ill found. 
ed, the girls are f{plendidly educated: in boarding 
{chools, where they are taught to dance with eafe, 
and to drefs with fome degree of elegance, but much 
more affectation. Thefe accomplifhments, fuperficial 
as they are, contain nearly the whole amount of their 
attainments at the boarding-{chool. 


Own their public nights, when they dance and fee 
company, none of the boys of their own rank, by 
birth and fortune, are admitted. Thefe are the only 
perfons, with whom nature feems to have intended 
they fhould unite, and live happily; but the preju- 
dices of Calcutta counteract her purpofe, and ex- 
clude them from their fociety as beings of an infe- 
rior clafs. Young officers in the army, or civil fer- 
vants of the Company, are alone deemed fit com- 
panions; and from the contemptible ideas they in 
general entertain of the whole race of country-born 
women, they are the moft dangerous companions 
with whom they can aflociate, 


’ Burt female vanity bids defiance to all thefe confi- 
derations ; and many young men of rank, and high 
expectations, have been unable to refift its artifices, 
aided by the ftratagems of the miftrefs of the fchool. 

Ii 4: Mar- 
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Marriages of this kind have not heen unfrequent ; 
but they are always unhappy. With regard to the 
parties themfelves, they are either excluded from fo- 
ciety, or admitted with fuch caution and ceremonious 
referve, as muft continually put them in mind of 
their degradation. The confequence of fuch matches 
to connections in Europe are equally diftreffing. 
Parents, in particular, imagine their children loft or 
thrown away by fuch marriages: they have brought 
many a grey head with forrow to the grave. , : 


Few females of colour, in proportion to their 
number, can be difpofed of in this manner. To edu- 
cate them, therefore, expre(sly 1 with fuch views, ¢n- 
tirely precludes every hope of uniting them with 
their equals, or their own clafs. It never fails to 
produce a train of ideas and expectations in the fe- 
male breaft, of which the difappointment, i is milery ; 
and their coMplenep, ruin, 


No perfon of. reflection can enter the numerous _ 
boarding-fchools in Calcutta, without feeling the 
moft eee ens forebodings regarding the fate of 
fo many young perfons. To behold fo many of the 
rifing generation immured within their walls with 
hardly any pr obability of making a fafe or honour- 
able retreat, is certainly diftreffing : becaufe it com- 
pels your imagination to anticipate the fad alterna- 
tive before many of them, that of living in a ftate of 
want and difappointment, or of fubiifting by means 
fatal to happinefs and reputation. ‘ 

BE. 
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_ Bxsipzs thefe foundations, there are fome others 
of inferior note, equally laudable, eftablifhed and 
maintained by the munificence of the inhabitants of 
Calcutta. A free-fchool which educates near two 
hundred children, under the management of the 
veftry, is, in part, fupported by voluntary contribu- 
tions only. Two lacks of rupees were originally de- 
voted to the education of the children of the poor. 

he intereft of that fum continues fil to be applied 
for that purpofe: another fchool, however, nearly 

equally numerous has been added to this, upon a_ 
fund raifed merely by cafual benefactions, An ora; - 
torio has of late been performed annually to aid its 
funds, which promifes a confiderable fupply of re- 
venue. | | 


To thefe inftitutions, fo creditable to the humanity 
and benevolence of the inhabitants of Calcutta, the 
native hofpital muft be added. This inftitution is 
alfo fupported by voluntary contribution; and was 
contrived for the relief of fuch natives, as from acci- 
dents or difeafe, might want medical aid. Thoufands, 
_ In fo populous a place, muft be in want of affiftance, 
while they are too indigent to obtain it on any other 
footing than the charity of Europeans. And it is 
highly to the honour of our countrymen, that they 
have devifed and fupported a {cheme of relief for 
difeafe and indigence, which, as far as I can learn, 
has never been fuggefted by the humanity of their 
native monarchs. ‘There were hofpitals for dogs, 

cats, 
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cats, lions, and feveral other animals, but none for 
men. 


THe medical centlemen in Calcutta are frequent- 
ly applied to in private by the natives, for advice in 
their ailments, and if really in pain, the diGtates of . 
nature prevail again{t the bigotry of fuperftition ; for 
they generally take their medicines, in {pite of the. 

prohibition of their religion. | 


Fue confidence which the natives, in every trying 
occafion, put in the fuperior fkill of Europeans, 
amounts almoft of itfelf to a confutation of thofe 
perfons, who, without any means of knowledge, are 
conftantly holding up their attainments as fuperior 
to every thing known in Europe. 


A very expenfive eftablifhment for the education 
of the junior fervants of the Company, has lately 
been inftituted ; but as it is for bu/ine/s, and not edu- 
cation, that thefe gentlemen are fent to India, it is dif 
ficult to forefee any benefit that will ever refult from 
this meafure. Inf{truétion in the native dialects is in 
general all that is neceflary to qualify them for the 
exercife of their duty, and this they have hitherto 
received from Moonfhees at the fpare hours that are 
not ernployed in their different vocations. The prac- 
tice of their profeflional duty of itfelf greatly affifted 
them in acquirmg the language of the natives; 
while it prevented the lofs of feveral years, and a 

great 
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| great expence, which is incurred at this diflolute fe- 
minary. 


Inpra has not hitherto improved the affiduity of 
_ Europeans in the purfuit of literature: and there 
are at prefent in that country but few men adequately 
qualified to fill a profeffional chair. Young men, 
therefore, from Europe muft deem their time ill 
{pent if compelled to heay leCtures from profeffors 


but indifferently qualified to be Spee of a parifh 
ek 


THE conqueft vf the Myfore was fome how con- 
nected with this inftitution, an event which it was 
deftined to commemorate : yet brilliant as the execu- 
tion of that enterprize certainly was, it was concerted 
without any regard to time, or fupplies of provifions, 
a circumftance which had near ly fruftrated the bra- 
very of our army*, 


* Since writing the above, the Court of Direétors have partly 
abolifhed this College; the molt expentive ereétion which vanity 
or folly had ever made upon their treafury. 


SECT 


‘SECT. ity 


FHE EFFECTS OF A HOT CLIMATE ON EUROPEANS. 


# %o© pe ee © © © & 


Calcutta, Dec. 1796, 


Tue climate of almoft every intra-tropical region is 
unfavourable to European conftitutions. Thofe flat 
countries where moifture is combined with heat, are 
unexceptionably more injurious to health than fuch 
as are dry. Hence the climate of Batavia has long 
proved one of the moft fatally pernicious ever vifited 
by Europeans. | 


CaLcuTTA was at firft deemed hardly lefs de- 
ftructive than Batavia. Its fituation furrounded by 
a flat and marfhy. country, was productive of the 
fame effets. The vicinity has fince been cleared 
confiderably of trees and jungle; and fome of the 
more offenfive marfhes have been drained; much, 
however, {till muft be done, before it can merit the 
character of a healthy town. 

Euros 
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f.uRopEANS are now however, much better ac- 
quainted with the means of counteracting the effects 
of a bad climate than formerly. Regularity of liv- 
‘ing, and temperance, are much more prevalent a- 
mong the prefent inhabitants, than the firft adven- 
turers. It was not uncommon for his acquaintances, 
when a friend had laid in a frefh flock of wines, to 
meet in his houfe at dinner, in order to give their 
judgment of its quality ; and on thele occalions, per- 
haps, the whole cheft of claret was confumed at one 
federunt. The confequences were often fo fatal, that 
the next meeting of this focial crew was not unfre- 
quently to witneis the funeral of one of their com- 
-_ panions. 


Tue perfection to which the medical art has ar- 
fived by longer experience, has alfo had a happy ef- 
fect in preferving the lives of many Europeans. The 
difeafes of the country are now well underftood by 
almoft every pra¢titioner ; the practice is fimple and 
decifive. Fevers, and the whole train of bilious 
complaints, are more eflicacioufly treated, or at leait 
yield more certainly to their prefcriptions than any 
fet of difeafes equally malignant do in Britain. Were 
fever as dangerous here as in Europe, its frequency 
would prove fatal almoft to every inhabitant before 
tefiding twelve months in the country. ; 


Wuatever be the exciting caufe of bile; whe- 
ther accelerated circulation from the heat of the cli- 
mate, or relaxation from thé fame caufe, its excefs is 

in 
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im general the arigo mali. It produces fever, dyfetiz 
tery, with a long train of nervous and paralytic difors 
ders ; every ftage of which has a peculiar and appro- 
priate treatment, which is foon acquired, and pretty 
uniformly followed by every pra&titioner : and there 
is perhaps no part of the world where the profeffion 
can boatt of an equal nuniber of cures; or at leaft 
ef relief fo uniformly following its prefcriptions. 


Arter all, however, the climate of India proves 4 
fevere trial to every European conftitution ; many 
fall a facrifice to its firft attacks; many more linger 
on in a ftate of increafing debility, and painful dif- 
eafe, which reduces them to a ftate more refembling 
ghofts than men; the remainder, who for years con- 
tinue to combat its influence, finding that they alfo 
are at lait to be worfted in the confi, are glad to 
retreat to Europe, there to eke out; or to hufband 
the remains of life. 


A fallow and livid complexion is fo univerfal in 
Bengal, that when you behold a face of the rofeate 
hue, you can pronounce that its owner is newly ar 
rived, nearly with as much certainty as if you heard. 
that part of his hiftory from his own mouth. Even. 
in the ordinary health of perfons not fuppofed to be 
materially injured by the climate, they are capable of 
little exertion or fatigue: in the hot feafon of hardly 
any at all. Jt is not uncommon to find, at that pe- 
riod the whole officers of a battalion, except one or 
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two, incapable of doing duty ; and this without exs 
traordinary or alarming complaint. 


Tue fair fex are almoft equally liable with the 
men to fuffer by the climate. Their regularity is 
often more uniform, and their expofure to the wea- 
ther lefs frequent, yet there is hardly a fingle female 
complexion in Bengal that retains the bloom of 
health. Beauty in every country is a fading flower; 
here it is almoft ephemeral ; for you feldom behold 
it a fingle feafon without fuifering much depredation, 
perhaps a total decay. 


ForMERLY female adventurers in India were few ; 
but highly fuceefsful. Emboldened by this fuccefs, 
and countenanced .by their example, fuch numbers 
have embarked in this {peculation as threaten to de- 
feat its purpofe. The irregularities of our Govern- 
ment, which formerly afforded an opportunity to 
fome of rapidly accumulating wealth, and enabling 
them to marry, are now done away. Few, in com- 
parifon, now find themfelves in circumftances that 
invite to matrimonial engagements ; hence a number 
of unfortunate females are feen wandering for years 
in a fingle and unconnected ftate. Some are annually 
forced to abandon the forlorn hope; and return to 
Europe, after the lofs of beauty, too frequently their 
only property. It is greatly to be wifhed that the 
Cape of Good Hope may as effectually revive the 
{pirits of thefe ill-fated adventurers, as, from its 
name, we muft believe it did thofe of its firft difco- 

verers. 
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verers. If in future times it realize their almott 
vanithed profpects, it muft be regarded asa valuablé 
{tation ; for it will prevent a part of the fpceies from 
gece. on their return, a mortification the moré 
peculiarly grievous, fince it commands no man’s 


pity. 


PeruaAps there are few even of thofe who find 
every reafonable hope that they had formed of India 
gratified, that do not inwardly regret having aban- 
doned their native land: the caridid, on fumming 
up the whole account, feem to acknowledge that the 
-meafure has neither added to the number of real 
enjoyments, nor increafed their virtue: they find, 
when the fcene of life draws to a clofe, ‘and the cur- 
tain is ready to drop, that it might probably havé 
met with a lefs chequered, but equally happy termi: 
nation, by a lefs troublefome and circuitous route. 


Ir this prove the cafe with fuch as meet with em- 
ployments, or lucrative appointments in this country 5 
thofe unfortunate young men who rifk fo long a 
voyage without any fpecific views, OF particular pro- 
feffion, are in a fituation much to be commiuferated. 
Under mental uneéafinefg, and the pain of difappoint- 
ment, difeafes in a warm climate are all ageravated, 
and more certainly fatal. Thus has “many a pro- 
mifing youth fallen a facrifice to unfubftantial hopes, 
and difappointed ambition: many a ufeful and en- 
terprifing fubjeét has been loft to the State from the 
falle notions entertained at home with regard to the 

4 Opu- 
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6pulence of India; and the colden dreams which 
ignorance has indulged regarding its trade. 


Tuer great military atchievements which have 
been performed, as well as the fortunes’ that have 
been made by fome individuals in this country, make 
a powerful impreflion on the minds of young men. 
Long before they have finifhed their education at 
fchool, their imaginations are affected. by the mania 
of going to India, and of their acting their part in 
all the brave and romantic adventures of a Coote, a 
Lawrence, or a Clive. The fpirit of adventure is 
kept remarkably active in Scotland, where all re- 
ceive fome education, and where the eyes of the 
community are fo often called to behold fuccefsful 
examples of thofe who have finifhed their career of 
Afiatic enterprife. 


Wirnour attempting to eradicate this ufeful bias 
in the minds of our youth, it is much to be wifhed 
that it were oftener guided by men of experience ; 
for without being attached to fome department of 
the fervice, or educated to fome profeflion, there is 
hardly any rational hope of fuccefs in India. Here 
all the inferior departments of clerks and overfeers 
are neceflarily filled by natives, and it is by thofe 
gradations that in Europe yeung men. rife to opu- 
lence in the commercial world. Diftant as this 
country is from the feat of Government, and ftridlly 
as all outlets to it are guarded, there are perhaps ten 
Europeans in every department, for one that can 

WoL, F obtain 
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obtain profitable employment; and of the great ob- 
ject im migration, that of making a fortune, there 
are more than an huridred to one unfuccefsful in the 
purfuit. 


Or late the commercial profperity and wealth of © 
Britain has fo much increafed, that in future the 
wealthy part of our community will not be found 
among thofe who have returned from abroad, but. 
among that portion who have remained in their na- 
tive country. 


SECT. 


Bae 3 Ses 


Ar THE RANK AND CONDITION OF THE DIFFERENT 
CLASSES. 


hia: Oh @ <O'S@ 26. ead) 0LK@. 


Calcutta, Dec. 1197: 


Tue ftate of fociety and of government in every 
country of Europe, threw the inhabitants into a fi- 
milar fituation with regard to rank: there the whole 
community confifted, during the feudal periods, of 
licentious chieftains who overawed the fovereign, 
and kept the people in a ftate of flavery. The prieft- 
hood was the only order whofe rights and rank were 
refpected, in thefe ages of fuperftition and anarchy. 


Every circumftance feems to prove that the Hin- 
doos were, in a remote period, nearly in the fame 
ftate. The different diftricts, originally governed by 
independent princes, were gradually brought to fub- 
mit to an emperor whofe dominions were circum: 
{cribed by the natural boundaries of the country. 
“Jn this fituationo affairs there were feveral kings or 
f 2 great 
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great rajahs, who were tributary to the emperor ; 
and other inferior rajahs who paid tribute to their 
refpective fuperiors, and who, when fummoned into 
the field, attended them with a number of men, pro- 
portioned to the extent of their pofleflions*. 


Tue far greater part of the lands of Hindoftan 
were held by this military tenure; but as in Europe, 
' fo here, there were others appropriated to the church, 
and to charitable purpofes: we find too, in many 
parts, certain commons attached to different villages, 
which were cultivated by the joint labour of the in- 
habitants, or paftured by their cattle in common. 


THe ryots, or actual cultivators of the foil, are 
{till in the fame fituation. here which they were in 
among the ancient Romans, ad/cripti gleba, a fort of 
appendage to the land, and fold along with it. This 
was the cafe in England as late as the time of King 
John, when it was ftipulated ,by one of the provi- 
_fions of the boafted Magna Charta, that on reftoring 
to a ward his eftates after his minority, they fhould 
be: deliver ed fine vasto hominum vel rerum [. 


* Vid. Sketches of the manners and cuftoms of the Hindoos. 
+ Though the natives are not pofitively fold with an eftate, 
they muft, from the nature of their fituation, change mattets 


along with it, 


In 
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In this country, the ryots have hardly any fecure 
_leafes; they were allowed a certain portion of the 
crop to maintain their families and their cattle, but 
feem not to have been entrufted with the feed for 
next feafon, that being furnifhed by the proprietor. 
The proportion of produce allowed the peafant mutt, 
according to the foil, have always been very differ- 
ent. The barrennefs of the lands, the difficulty of 
cultivation, and the failure or abundance of a crop, 
always affeét the portion left to the hufbandman. 


In countries plentifully fupplied with water, the 
labour of the hufbandman is diminifhed, while his 
crops are more abundant; but on the coaft of Co- 
yomandel, where the foil is thin and fandy, and the 
water {carce, greater exertion is required; and the 
recompence is much lefs confiderable. From the 
circumftance of there being no leafe ftrictly adhered 
to, the condition of the peafant is nearly the fame, 
whatever be the produce of his labour: he is univer- 
fally poor: His houfe, cloathing, and implements of 
every kind, frequently do not amount to the value of 
a pound fterling.. Univerfal poverty and nakednefs 
is the characteriftic of nine tenths of all the people, 
not Britifh fubjects, in Hindoftan ; but you muft not 
conclude that this is accompanied with the fame de- 
gree of fuffering and wretchednefs that would be 
felt in a fimilar {tate of mdigence in Europe. Their 
wants are here few: cloathing is hardly neceflary for 
eight months of the year: drink is unknown beyond 
the fimple beverage of water; and the fimplicity of 

eG their 
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their food enables them to fubfift on vegetablés, 
which are plenty, with a {mall portion of grain. An 
Hindoo feels himfelf comfortable on the fame fare on 
which an Englifhman would languith and ftarve. 


SucH are the ranks of the people, as far as they 
feem to be influenced by government; but the pre- 
valence of fuperitition has moulded their fociety into 
a more complex and artificial fyftem. According to 
its injunctions, the Hindoos are divided into four 
cafts; the Brahmins, the Katry, the Bhyfe, and the 
Sodera. Befides thele cafts, now well known in 
Turope, there are a very confiderable number which 
belong to neither, which, in the language oi the 
country, are called Chandalahs, or Pariahs, and 
confilt of thofe who have been outcafts from all the 
ranks, on account of their own, or forefathers de- 
linquency ; for, by the rigid difcipline of the Brah- 
mins, fins are vifited to greater extent than to the 
third or fourth generation. 

“ 

‘THe fentence of excommunication is here more 
terrible than death: the perfon lying under it 1s 
deemed polluted, and if touched by another it renders 
him alfo unclean, till he has wafhed, and purified his’ 
perfon and his garments. The perfon, therefore, is 
not only excluded from fociety, but he cannot enter 
a temple, or be prefent at any religious ceremony ; 
he is rendered incapable of any office, and the confe- 
quences of this terrible doom are fuppofed to extend 
to another lite. ie 

THE 
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Tre rank of the different cafts is not only laid 
down in the vedahs, or facred books of the Hindoos, 
but their duties are prefcribed there with fome pre- 
cifion, ‘ The duty of the Brahmins is peace, -felf- 
reftraint, patience, reCtitude, wifdom, and lear nine. 
Thofe of the Katry, or military caft, are BeaveRy, 
glory, not to flee from the field, rectitude, genero- 
fity, and princely condu&t. The natural duty of 
the Bhyfe, is to cultivate the land, to tend the cat- 
tie, to buy and fell. The natural order of the Sor- 
dera is fervitude*.’? This facred volume proceeded 
from Brimha, one of the threeft children of Brahma, 


the Supreme Being. The Saftras and Pouranahs 


- 


are commentaries upon thefe, and like the traditions 
of the Jews and of the Romifh church, of very high — 
authority, but not equally holy, nor binding upon 
conduct. 


Tue Brahmins alone are permitted to read and 
explain the vedahs; the other. claffes would incur 
inexpiable guilt by infpecting them: the Katry tribe 
is alone allowed to hear them; the Pouranahs are 
deemed {nfficiently facred to be liftened to by vulgar 
ears: even to hear the fcriptures read is deemed too 


great a privilege for the degraded race of Soderas. 


As if thefe reftriCtions were infufficient, every pro- 
feflion and art has a diftinG rank and {tation atiened 
I 4 . 


* Vide Bhagvat Geeta. 
The other two are Vifhnu sa Sheva. 
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it, from whence its profeflors can never emerge, nor 
can they change their hereditary employment for any 
other. Hence there are nearly an hundred * fubor- 
dinate tribes in the fociety of natives here, which do 
not intermarry nor aflociate except with their own 
peers. ‘There isin Calcutta, Iam told, a nativeT 
who is employed in drawing an individual‘of each 
clafs occupied in his profefhional labour. 


Tue Brahmins who have entailed thefe reftric- 
tions on the reft of fociety, are themfelves under 
great reftraint with regard to the articles of food. 
Rice, milk, and ghee with fpices, are the moft con- 
fiderable articles of their diet; for they are prohi- 
bited from fhedding blood, or eating any thing that 
has had hie: milk as coming from the cow is deem- 
ed the pureft food; and for this clafs of animals 
we have had frequent epprenenty to witnefs their 
veneration. 


A fimilar religious prejudice for the ox obtained 
among the Egyptians, Phenicians, Athenians, and 
other nations; perhaps. it was originally derived 
from the Eaft, which appears to have been the great 
mint of fuperftition to the reft of the world. There 
are fome even of our own divines, who have attempt- 
ed to draw an analogy between our theological fyf- 

tem 


* Vide de la Croze, Hift. du Chrift. des Indes. 


+ Mr Solvins, whofe work is nearly completed. 
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¢em and thefe ancient fables; an attempt equally. 
fruitlefs and foolifh. What confirmation, for ex- 
ample, or illuftration of the doctrine of the Trinity 
can there be derived from there being three principal 
Hindu divinities, Brimha, Vifhnu, and Sheva? or 
becaufe thefe deities have undergone feveral incarna- 
tions for the inftruction and regeneration of man- 

kind, does that give any greater credibility to our fy 
tem? yet our zealots * have attempted this, without 
feeming to be aware of the tendency of their pur- 
fuit. To prove that our Faith is fimilar to, or de- 
rived from that of the Hindoos, is, we truft, impoti- 
fible; if it were otherwife, the fyftem of both coun- 
triés would feem to reft upon the fame foundation. 


Tuovex the Brahmins conftitute the higheft. clafs 
from which the priefis are taken, yet the whole of 
that order do not officiate in facred ceremonies ; the 
priefts among the Jews were indeed of the tribe of | 
Levi, but all the Levites were not priefts. . The 
Brahmins, accordingly, who are not in the prieft- 
hood, may aflume other employments, but are not 
allowed to engage as menial fervants. They become 
fecretaries to perfons of high rank, or clerks to 
bankers and merchants. Some. bear arms; but 
even in that fituation they obferve all the valida 
incumbent upon their order, and receive a fuperior 

de- 


* Vide Morice’s Ind, Antiquities. 
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degree of -refpe& from all the other cafts, but not 
equai to that conferred upon the actual priefts. 


Tose in the immediate fervice of the altar, con- 
fine themfelves to the performance of religious cere- 
monies, to ftudy, and to the education of youth. 
From the great partiality to their caft, which evident- 
ly pervades thefe laws, it is probable that they were 
drawn up by themfelves. They claim a fuperior 
rank to princes; for though a Rajah will receive 
and tafte, with refpect, food that has been prepared 
by a Brahmin, the latter dare not tafte any thing 
that has been touched by the former. 


The fame iniquitous diftin¢tion of perfons, that 
pervaded the Gothic fyftem of law, is obfervable 
in the Hindoo code: “ If a Brahmin”, fays the 
law, ** commit a crime deferving a capital punifh- 
ment, the magiftrate fhall fentence him to perpe- 
tual imprifonment. There is no crime fo great as 
that of murdering a Brahmin; and therefore no 
magiltrate wall ever devife the death of one; nor 
cut off any of his limbs. If a Sodera give much 
and frequent trouble to a Brahmin, the magiftrate 
{hall put him to death.’’? In matters of precedence, 
and giving place’on the road, all are obliged to 
_ yield to a Brahmin. 

Tu next order to*this is the Khafhtria, or 
Katry, and upon this caft the functions of royalty 
are devolved. The authority and the poffeflions 
of 
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‘of Rajahs are, as with princes in Europe, heredi- 
tary; defcending in the line of legitimate male- 
primogeniture: but this extends only to the firft 
degree; for in default of a fon, the prince may 
fet afide every other relation, and adopt a fuccef- 
for; who, from the period of adoption, obtains 
the rights and appellation of his fon*. The 
younger branches of a Rajah’s family ferve in the 
army, and hold land by a feudal tenure. 


ALL commercial tranfaGtions are committed to 
thy Bhyfe, or Bannian caft, who fometimes poi- 
fels individually immenfe wealth. The Sodera 
tribe, which is, by far, more numerous than all . 
the reft, comprifes the artifans, and labourers of 
every defcription. The great defideratum in Eu- 
ropean fociety feems to be a proper means of .fe- 
curing happinefs and contentment with their lot to 
the labouring poor. This chef d’ @uvre of go- 
vernment feems to be fecured here by the influ- 
-ence of religion. By this the Sodera is taught 
to believe that he is placed in this his ftation by 
way of trial; or on account of offences commit- 
ted in a previous ftate; that by refignation and 
piety he will enjoy greater happinefs in a fubfe. 
quent life, and in another world. 


HENCE 


* An inftance of this has jult happened to the Nabob Vi- 
zier of Oude. 
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HENCE the attachment of a Hindoo to his rank 
and {tation is equal to that he has for religion itfelf. 
This is frequently difplayed by the meaneft claffes 
that engage in the European fervice : a feapoy, or a 
bearer is as obftinately obfervant of the cuftoms of 
his order as a Brahmin; while in Europe the fame 
clafs imitate their betters: 


SECT. 


‘| 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENT, 
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Calcutta, Dec. 1798. 


Tue perfecuting fpirit, and religious bigotry, which 
characterifed the firft European adventurers in A- 
merica, have tarnifhed the luftre of all their atchieve- 
ments, and branded. their conduct with a degree of 
infamy, which their acknowledged bravery and. mi- 
-litary talents have never been able to obliterate. Hap- 
pily for the inhabitants of Afia, that fervor of zeal, 
which devoured every thing that oppofed it, like a 
confuming fire, had either fubfided, or been temper- 
ed by knowledge, before any nation of Europe had 
obtained confiderable territorial pofleffions in this 
populous country. Had the fuperftitious Hindoos 
fallen under the military teaching of any European 
nation at that intolerant period, it is hard to con- 
jecture to what length perfecution might have been 
carried. The attachment of the natives to their fu- 

| 1 | per- 
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perftitious rites, is'exceffive ; and can only be fur: 
pafled by the obftinate bigotry with which every Eu- 
ropean cf that age enforced the tenets of his faith 
upon the ill- fited unbeliever. } 

Eguat havock and deftru€tion would in all pro- 
bability have marked the progrefs of the Portugueze 
arms, as that of the Spaniards in the new world; 
for the former, as well as the latter people, were ac- 
tuated by a zeal incompatible with all the forbear- — 
ance of oppofite opinions. ‘The lapfe of two cen- 
turies has brought about a change in the fentiments 
of Europeans, fo complete, as to approach the oppo- 
fite extreme of indifference: a ftate which is, per- 
haps, neither more rational, nor lefs dangerous to 
public virtue, than religious bigotry. 


Aw exceffive ardour in the accumulation of wealth 
has fucceeded to this religious fervor, and has fre- 
quently difplayed itfelf equally powerful in deftroy- 
ing fentiments of virtue and humanity, as the moft 
intemperate zeal in diffeminating fanatical opinions. 
The mercantile jealoufy of the Dutch at Amboyna, 
fhone forth in colours as difgraceful to humanity as 
Spanifh bigotry in Peru. 


WHEN young perfons from Europe, of little infor- 
mation, and {till lefs reflection, obferve the number- 
lefs puerile, and debating ceremonies of the Hindoo 
worthip ; reftrained, in this inftance, by no preju- 
dice of education, they fee the impofitions of prieft- 

1 : craft, 
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eraft, and the devout fubmiflion of ignorance, in the 
full extent of their enormity; and pity or defpife 
that credulity, which can be impofed upon, by arti- 
fices fo grofs, or which can embrace opinions fo ab- 
furd. As religious eftablifhments mruft in every 
country, as far as they have been conitituted and 
upheld by man, be tarnifhed with fimilar imperfec- 
tions, they begin to fancy they difcover much im- 
pofture in all; and to imagine they all ftand on one 
bafis, upon which the crafty have raifed a fuper- 
{tructure to overawe the timid, or infnare the weak. 
Full of fuch notions, which they find countenanced 
in fociety under the appellation of liberality of fenti- 
ment, they fancy that to be lax in principle is to be- 
come liberal in mind ; and that to ridicule religion 
is a fufficient title to make them be ranked with the 
wife. 


é 


But when the reftraints of religion are over- 
thrown, the ties of virtue and duty are alfo foon 
broken. In remote diftricts, where perfons of this 
defcription have fometimes been invefted with com- 
mand, there is no doubt that the loofenefs of their 
conduct has too nearly correfponded with thefe 
principles. In fuch inftances, the poor natives have 
found that their property, however {mall, has been 
unable to overbalance European virtue; and that 
their fufferings however afflictive to themfelves, have 
not been able to awaken in the minds of their op- 
preflors an apprehenfion of future retribution. 


Hap. 
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Happity for the honour of the Britith name, ex- 
amples of cruelty and rapine exercifed again{t the 
defencelefs natives, are far more rare than the un- 
founded clamours of the multitude at home have 
eiven out. Happily too, for the natives themfelves, 
they are becoming daily more uncommon ; and if 
the controul and energy of our government, fhall be- 
come equal to its integrity, er will rever be re- 
= | 


TuHat the Court of Directors of the India Com- 
pany were not aware of the neceflity of fupporting 
the interefts of religion and virtue among their fer- 
vants, in a country whofe diftance deprives them, in 
a great meafure, of controul over them, it would be 
rath toafirm. It is, however, certain, that neither 
the number nor choice of the clergymen they have 
appointed in Bengal, has been in proportion to the 
number of their fervants, nor the importance of the 
object in view ; whether you regard keeping up the 
appearance of religion among Europeans, or diffemi- 
nating its principles among the natives. 

Ow this eftablifhment their full complement of 
chaplains is only nine * ; their aCtual number feldom 

ex- 


* There are few others at Madras and Bombay ; but. al- 
together there is too-fmall a number to keep. up the reftraints 
of decency and religion in a fociety conftituted like that of 
the Europeans in India. 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 97 


@xceéds five or fix. Two of thefe being always 
fixed at the Prefidency, all the other European fta- 
tions, difperfed over a tract of country much more 
extenfive than Great Britain, are committed to the 
charge of the other three or four individuals. In 
confequence of this, the prefence of a clergyman is 
feldom feen, or even expected, to folemnize the 
ufual ceremonies of marriages, baptifms, or funerals. 
Prayers are read fometimes at the ftations where a 
chaplain happens to refide; but I have feldom heard 
of any fermon delivered, except by his Majefty’s 
chaplains, and thofe at Calcutta. Hence, it mutt 
happen, that many perfons have left England at an 
early age, and refided in India perhaps for twenty 
or thirty years, without once having heard divine 
fervice, till their return*. : 


Ir is not, furely, to be wondered at, that religion 
and moral duties fhould be forgotten in a country 
where their utility is never inculcated, nor the ne. 
ceflity even of their appearance enforced. With ir- 
religious principles, irregular condu is intimately 
connected. Gaming, debauchery, and all ‘kinds of 
extravagance in living, are generally in its train. 
The man whofe fortune has been ruined by diffipa- 

Vou. I. G tion, 


* Since writing the above, this negligence has been corrected ; 
yet many from indolence, or contempt of the inftitution of their 
country, have wilfully neglected the opportunity, when offered, 
of attending on the offices of religion. 


' ' 
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tion, or at a gaming table, is certainly not the moft 
likely to withftand temptation in the execution of his 
duty. On the contrary, thofe whofe profligate ha- 
bits have reduced them to diftrefs, have in general 
been the only perfons who have attempted to retrieve 
their affairs at the expence either of the Company, 
or of the native inhabitants. 


In the end, therefore, the economy of the Court 
of Directors in conftituting their religious eftablifh- 
ment, may appear to be founded on falfe principles. 
‘The whole charge incurred for religious duties, both 
to the European inhabitants and natives of Bengal, 
does not amount to a fum nearly equal to the 
monthly falary paid to fome individuals in their fer- 
rice; whofe oniy employment is diffipation, and 
whofe importance to the country can only be efti- 
mated by the miichier done by their example. 


Tue fmall emolument held cut to the clerical pro- 
fefon here, affords, perhaps, another inftance in 
which prudential confiderations defeat their own pur- 
pole. Men of decent condua, and refpectability of 
character, cannot be fuppofed willing, for a trivial 
falary, to embark for a part or the world fo diftant as 
India, where they muft bid adieu to all preferment 
at home: while the fervice in which they embark 


offers only prefent fubfiftence, but holds out no~ 


gradation of rank or emolument. For an appoint- 
ment in India fuch men rarely apply : and as often 
as characters of a contrary defcription are fent here, 


sS. 


they | 
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they invarirbly do more harm than good. Men who 
engage in all the fafhionable difirpations of the coun- 
try, are ill calculated to fupport the dignity of reli- 
gion among their countrymen, and litle likely to 
withdraw the natives from their errors. The ftandard | 
of truth will, if committed to fuch hands, be but 
feebly upheld, or perhaps altogether difgraced ; and, 
in either caie, it will always be accompanied by few 
followers. 


G2 | SECT, 


SECT XH. 


PRACTICAL INCONVENIENCE OF THE HINDOO 
SUPERSTITION, 


S@eeeveeveete oe 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798. 


Tuat the fuperftition of the Hindoos is, in many 
refpects, calculated to promote the ends of fociety, 
will not be denied. The rigid temperance, if not 
abitinence, which all its votaries are bound to ob- 
ferve, certainly preferves them from many irregu- 
_jarities, which too frequently difturb focial happinefs — 
in Europe; where drunkennefs and intemperance are — 
believed to deftroy a greater number of inhabitants 
than the fword. If the health and conftitution of — 
many Europeans are mjured by thefe vices, we may 
fairly pronounce that induftry and wealth are im- 
paired ina ftill higher degree. From the vices of 
intemperance, however, neither the Hindoos. nor 
Muffulmans are entirely exempted. The former by — 
means of Bang, opium, or tobacco, can, and fome- — 
times do, encounter all the dangers of intoxication, — 
which, 
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which we experience from the ufe of fermented li. 
quors. With regard to the latter, the prohibitions 
of their prophet make comparatively flight impref- 
fion. ‘The diftinction of calts makes no part of the 
Mahomedan inftitutions: and hence they are not 
compelled to. obferve thefe with that mgid uniformity . 
which the dreadful fentence of excommunication 
fails not to enforce upon the followers of Brahma. 
Intoxication, either with fpirits, opium, or tobacco, 
is by no means uncommon among the Mutlulmans 
all over Hindoftan. Among our domeftic fervants, 
and in the Company’s native regiments, the differ- 
ence is great and palpable between the Hindoo and 
Moorman, in point of fobriety. Proud, diffolute, 
and vindictive, the latter is a much lefs manageable 
fervant than the former, and upon all occafions more 
apt to betray his truft. His diffolute habits detain 
him in poverty, and confequently oblige him to re- 
main in the army, while the Hindoo becomes inde- 
pendent, and may leave it. 


THE numerous ablutions enjoyed by the Hindoo, 
are attended with advantages, perhaps, lefs doubtful 
than thofe derived from their abftinence. Almoit 
every individual bathes once or twice a day, and in 
awarm climate this muft not only brace the limbs, 
but preferve health by promoting cleanlineis.  . 


In eftimating the advantages refulting to fociety 
from the prevailing fuperftition of this country, the 
two foregoing particulars include almoft all that can 

G3 be 
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be advanced inits favour. ‘To counterbalance thefe, 
upon the other hand, we have to notice afterwards 
many great obftacles which it oppofes to the im- 
provements of hufbandry, and the increafe of popu- 
lation, by precluding the inhabitants from the ufe of 
many important articles of food. The number of 
feftivals and holidays, to be totally confecrated to the 
performance of its numerous and expenfive rites, 
certainly tends to diffipate the minds of the indolent 
people, and to withdraw them from thofe labours 
from which they derive their fupport. ‘Thefe fhews 
not only occupy the tradefman’s time, which is his 
revenue, but they muft wafte the fuftenance which 
he has cee for his family ; ; by the neceflity he 
dies under of contributing to their expence. 

In the Hindoo almanack, the number of holidays 
for the year 1797, are no lefs than ninety-one; and 
‘though fome of thefe are not of great note, yet others 
claim their fole attention, for three or four days to- 
gether. This muft certainly prove a heavy tax on 
the induftry of any people, but more efpecially of 
the improvident Hindoos, who feldom can boaft of 
fuficient forefight to provide again{t a few rks ei. J 
ther of ficknefs or want. 


ALL that has been faid againft the want of in- 
duftry in Roman Catholic countries may, with double 
force, be urged again{t the Hindoos. The moft in- 
dolent nation in Europe far excels in every exertion, — 

whe- 
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whether mental or corporeal, this liftlefs and unam- 
bitious race. 


Turis laft trait of their character leads to another 
powerful obftacle to focial and political improve- 
ment, arifing from the fuperftition of the natives: 
the divifion of the whole fociety into four great di- 
ftin& cafts or tribes, and a much greater number of 
inferior claffifications, the boundaries. of which are 
infurmountable, even by the pureft virtue, or the 
mott confpicuous merit. ‘This not only precludes a 
man from the profeffion to which nature or inclina- 
tion may have bent his talents, but it alfo in a great 
meafure robs him of every motive of honeft ambition 
to excel in that {phere where his birth has fixed him; 

ecaufe even then, eminence in his profeffion can 
confer no additional rank, and but little diftinGiion. 


Tue principle of emulation is the grand {pring of 
all-induftry, and confequently of improvement: in 
Europe, where its operation is lefs retrained, 1t mo- 
dels and arranges the whole ftructure of fociety. 
There the manners of one age differ as remarkably 
from a fucceeding one, as if the people were not the 
fame: one period is warlike; another commercial ; 
and a third is fplendid and luxurious, or perhaps 
learned : in Afia, as the condition of individuals _re- 
mains unalterable, fo does the ftate of fociety. The 
defcriptions given of India in the days of Alexander, 
may be applied to with equal fidelity by the Britifh 
Hiftorian, as they were by the Grecian, ‘The fimple 

G 4 drefs 
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drefs of the Hindoo, his rude hut, and his feeble 
inftruments of agriculture, are the fame at prefent as 
they were two thoufand years ago; and if the fame 
caufes continue to operate, they muft remain for 
many ages without amendment, and without change. 


Some authors have afcribed the perfection to 
which the arts have been carried in Bengal to this 
feparation of profeflions; and the neceflity which 
every family lies under of following the trade of its 
progenitors. It is true that this diftribution of pro- 
fefions early carried the arts to a certain progrefs 
confiderably beyond what they are found among fa- 
vage nations, and yet is the great caufe of their re- 
maining in that half pebiedidd ftate, No art in Hin- 
doitan is carried to the fame degree of perfection as 
in Europe, except fome articles in which the cheap- 
nefs of labour gives them an advantage, as in the cafe 
of the fine muflins at Dacca, For a long time we 
only had in our power to make a direét comparifon 
between Europeans and Afiatics in the art of war: 
and hiftory teftifies how miferably deficient the latter 
have alwas proved in enterprifes of this nature. 


Ir is but a few years fince the cotton manufactory 
has been efta iblithed in Britain, and by the laft re- 
ports [ have perufed on this fubjeGt, from a commit- 
tee of the Houfe of Commons, it is fet forth, that 
double the quantity of cotton cloth, which the 
Company imports from India, is manufactured at 
home. Ina few years hence, it is probable that all 

the 
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the manufactured produce of India will bear hardly — 
any proportion to that of Great Britain, and even 
in the very article of which the Hindoos have had 
the exclufive poffeflion for fo many ages, and in the 
fame fabric which they were deemed the only people 
of fufficient ingenuity to execute. 


THz manufactures of Europe, to every man who 
is unprejudiced, will certainly appear infinitely fu- 
perior, both in the number and variety of articles, 
and in the neatnefs and elegance of their execution, 
to thofe even of China. ‘This, at leaft, is certain, 
that in proportion to the number of inhabitants, 
Britain exports more of its manufactured produce 
than any other part of the world. 


Ir may be concluded, therefore, that the divifion 
of labour, arifing from the feparate cafts, does not 
perfect manufactures, but impedes their progrefs, by 
precluding the choice of profeflions, and deftroying 
the principle of emulation. But the Hindoo fuper- 
“ftition is further hoftile to the comfort of fociety 
from the numiber of pilgrimages and rigid penances 
which, if it does not pofitively enjoin, it certainly 
commends. At certain feftivals; vaft crowds of the 
natives, from all places of India, refort ,to Jauger- 
naut, and other Pagodas of extraordinary fan@tity. 
The diftance of thefe journeys, the expence of fup- 
port, and the time confumed by them, muft prove 
extremely burdenfome. After their arrival, the at- 


tendance of fuch multitudes, and their ftruggles to 
ob- 
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obtain admiffion, coft many of the aged and feeble 
their lives, by being trodden to death in the crowd: 
the fame of fuperior fanctity is all that thefe deluded 
pilgrims carry home. ‘The interefted Brahmins, un- 
der one pious pretence or another, are fure to de- 
prive them of all the money in their poffeffion. 


Many thoufands of people are employed in carry- 
ing water from Hurdwar to Juggernaut, for the ufes 
of that temple. It is there fuppofed to be peculiarly 
holy, as it iflues from what is called the Cow’s 
Mouth. This fuperftiticus notion is the caufe of as 
much loft labour as would long fince have converted 
the largeft province of Afia into a garden. The 
numbers thus employed are immenfe; ‘they travel 
with two flafks of the water flung over the fhoulder 
by means of an elaftic piece of Bamboo. ‘The fame 
quantity which employs perhaps fifteen thoufand 
perfons, might eafily be carried down the Ganges 
in a few boats annually. Princes and families of dif- 
tinction have this water carried to them in all parts 
of Hindoftan ; it is drank at feafts, as well as upon 
religious occafions. 


Tue fanaticifm of fome, as if fuch journies were 
not fufficiently tedious and fatiguing, when perform- 
ed in the ufual manner, has devifed an extraordi- 
nary method of enhancing their merit, by increafing 
the dificulty of performing them. Some hundred 
miles have been lately travelled by a zealous devo- 


tee, who proftrated himfelf, and meafured every 
3 inch 
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inch of the ground with his body, as he advanced. 
Wears muft have been confumed, by this deluded 
wretch, in profecuting this devout imagination, 
which can only tend to make his life ufelefs, and 
his example dangerous to fociety. 


Tue utmoft rigour of difcipline, that ecclefiattic 
power ventured to impofe in the darkeft ages of pa- 
pal tyranny in Europe, fall far fhort of the degrading 
and painful mortifications of the Afiatic devotee. 
Some remain for fo many years in one pofture, that 
they become incapable of ufing their limbs: fome 
keep their fifts fhut till the nails penetrate through 
the back of the hands: others hold their arms fuf- 
pended above the head till they become fhrivelled 
and incapable of motion. One of the annual cere- 
monies of the Hindoo fuperttition, exhibits thoufands 
all over India fwung in a rope, by means of a hook 
pafled through the mufcles of the back. Thus the 
devotee, exulting amid{t torture, becaufe applauded 
by the multitude, paffes hours fufpended by a lofty 
pole to the height of forty feet; and is fwung round 
with a rapidity which terrifies and aftonifhes the 
European by a juft apprehenfion that the mufcles 
may give way, and dath the infatuated victim to 
pieces. 


THERE is no end to the delufions of fuperitition, 
nor any bounds to the cruelties to which it can in- 
ftigate people the moft gentle and timid, with which 
hiftory -has made us acquainted. Some are  per- 


fuaded 
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fuaded to regain their loft rank in fociety, by preci- 
_pitating themfelves naked from a great height upon 
{pikes and edged weapons. Others pierce their fkin . 
with a hot iron; in fhort, cruelties too horrid for re- 
cital, and too extravagant to obtain belief, are daily 
provoking your pity or indignation, amidit a people 
famed for humanity in every part of the world. 


One part of the religious economy of this people, 
regarding their conduct towards the fick and dying, 
cannot be beheld without the moft melancholy im- 
preflions. When a fick perfon’s life is defpaired of, 
he is carried by his relations to the bank of the river, 
and there, expofed to the ftorm, or the intenfe heat 
of the fun, he is permitted, or rather forced, to refign 
his breath.’ His mouth, nofe, and ears are clofely. | 
fLopped with the mud of the river; large veflels of 
water are kept pouring upon him; and it is amidft 
the agonies of difeafe, and the convulfive ftruggles 
of fuffocation, that the miferable Hindoo bids adieu 
to his relations, and to his prefent exiftence. This is 
called Gungah jatra; and when life is gone the 
corpie is burnt, if the family can pay the expences, 
and the afhes are thrown into the river. 


Durine the months of September and Odober, 
the moft fatal feafon of the year to the natives of 
Bengal, you cannot pafs along the river without be- 
ing annoyed by fuch fcenes of fuperitition, cruelty, 
and horror. — If the perfon carried down to the bank 


die, according to expe¢lation, or rather yield to thofe 
pre- 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 1098 


precautions taken to fecure his death, the body, to- 
gether with the cott upon which it lies, 1s furrounded 
with dried wood, and thus confumed by the flames. 
The afhes are then fcattered about the place, and 
bathed with water. ‘This laft ceremony performed, 
the attendants retire to their huts, with an indiffer- 
ence that feems to approach to infenfibility. 


In cafes of extreme poverty, where the property of 
the deceafed is not fufficient to procure wood, and 
fuch cafes are common in Bengal, the body is com- 
mitted entire to the {tream immediately after death. 
Inconveniences attend this practice, of a nature {till 
more ferious than the impreflions of melancholy and 
difeuft, which unavoidably arife, on beholding human 
carcafles devoured by kites and vultures. as they float 
along upon the furface of the water. The banks of 
the river become putrid and noxious; their exhala- 
tions propagate difeafe with an alarming rapidity in 
the neighbourhood of populous towns. 


For fome years paft, the city of Morefhedabad, 
and the adjoining villages of Calcapore, and Coflim- 
bazar, have been threatened with devaftation, by the 
univerfality of difeafes at the feafon already men- 
tioned. Profeffional men have imputed this in part 
to the impurity of the river, and the putridity of its 
banks, contracted by the depofition of fo many hu- 
man carcafes, and impure matters as could not be 
carried away by the ftrength of the ftream. 


SECT. 


Be all, 


THE EFFECTS OF THIS SYSTEM ON THE KNOWLEDGE 
AND VIRTUE OF THE PEOPLE, 
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Calcutta, fan. 1798. 


THE pernicious confequences refulting from the Hin- 
doo fyftem to morals, have been as yet but partly ex- 
plained. Of the ceremonies of their religion fome 
are fhewy, many abfurd, and not a few indecent. 
Their temples, in fome places, are richly endowed, 
and maintain a numerous body of priefts* and wo- | 
men confecrated to their fervice. The latter are taught 
to fing and dance at the public feftivals, in honour 
of the gods. The voluptuous indolence in which 
they are deftined to fpend their lives, renders them 
totally ufelefs to fociety; while the indecency of their 
geftures, and levity of manners, give room to fufpect 
that they injure it by their example; and that their 
fer- 
* One temple in the Decan formerly maintained forty 


thoufand; or more than double the number contained in the 
whole European empire of Great-Britain. 
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fervices are oftener devoted to the priefts, than the 
deities to whom they are confecrated. ‘Their tem- 
ples themfelves contain images of creative power, and 
of fecundity too grofs for defcription. Similar re- 
_ prefentations are alfo difplayed: by their images, that 
are drawn through the {treets, amidft the dancing, 
noife and acclamations of the multitude. The Ruth 
Jatra, or riding of the Gods, is at once cruel and 
indecent ; their carriage, of immenfe weight and fize, 
is f{upported on fixteen wheels, and drawn along by 
thoufands of fanatics, many of whom fall down be- 
low its wheels, and are initantly, as they believe, in 
pofleffion of a blefled immortality. Though it, per- 
haps, would be wrong to fuppofe, that fuch reprefen- 
tations convey the fame grols and indelicate concep- 
tions to the minds of the natives, that they muft do 
to thofe of Europeans, there can hardly remain a 
doubt that they affect the purity of their morals. A 
Roman would certainly return to mix in {ociety, 
with no advantage to his morals, after celebrating 
the orgies of Bacchus, or the impure ceremonies of 
the Bona Dea: neither can an Hindoo enter his fa- 
mily with any refined notions of continence and felf- 
denial, after beholding the lafcivious geftures of the 
women, and the indecent attitudes of the images he 
has been worfhippmg. To affirm this would be to 
affert, that our minds are neither affected with what 
we fee, nor what we do. ‘The Muffulmans are ad- 
dicted to every fpecies of indulgence and debauchery, 
in a remarkable degree ; and if the Hindoos are not 

equally fo, it is chiefly to be afcribed to their early 
mar- 
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marriages, and number of their wives, which offers 
them an opportunity of gratifying or extinguifhing ~ 
their paflions as foon as they arife. Yo their excef- 
five indulgence in certain gratifications, may proba- 
bly be imputed that early decay, and premature old 
age fo remarkable in both fexes; but more efpecially 
in the females. A woman at twenty-five, in this 
country, commonly difplays grey hairs, with all that 
fhrivelled appearance of age and decay, which in 
Europe feldom overtakes the fex, before they have 
witneiled the lapfe of half a century. 


Tue Hindoo fuperftition makes no provifion for 
the inftruction of the great body of the people. The 
vedahs, pouranahs, and other facred books contain, 
it is faid, a copious fyltem»of the moft unexceptionable | 
morality: and from the fpecimens already tranflated, 
this muft in part be admitted. But the canonical 
books of the Hindoos, have always been regarded 
as a bequeft too facred to be committed to vulgar 
hands. ‘To the far greater part of fociety they are 
ftridtly forbidden, and are doomed to remain, in the ~ 
moft emphatic fenfe, a dead letter. 


Iy the prefent condition of the natives of Hindof- 
tan, this is a matter of {mall importance; becaufe a 
few individuals only of the common people, are 
taught more, than to read and write; and of the 
number that have made thefe attainments, hardly — 
any have made fufficient progrefs to qualify them to 
derive information from a book. Nothing can equal 

apa the 
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the ignorance of the great body of the people, on 
every fubject relating to religion, morals or literature. 
Few of them can explain the genealogy, or attributes 
afcribed to their deities: they do not underftand the 
meaning of the cermonies they attend ; and the na- 
ture and obligations of their duty, they may ob- 
feurely feel, but are wholly incapable to defcribe*. 


THE inconvenience of ignorance, fo grofs and uni-~ 
verfal, is too obvious to require elucidation. It ren- 
ders the mafs of the people not only dupes to the ar- 
tifices of prieftcraft, but fubjeCts them to the impo- 
fitions of every charlatan who pretends to fkill in any 
art or fcience whatever. ‘The charms, incantations, 
and exorcifmst that here make a part of the medical 
art clearly fhew, that the grofleft impofitions, in other 
matters as well as religion, may be turned to account, 
among an uninforrned multitude. 


THE great fuperiority of the European nations 
over the Afiatics in arts, arms, and induftry, as well 
as knowledge, arifes in a more confiderable degree, 
than what is commonly acknowledged, from the 
public provifion that is made by the former, for the 
inftruction of the great body of the people. The 
multitude who have few fources of information, de~ 
rive no fmall advantage from their ftated meetings, 

fs 4 H it for 

* The number of deities is thirty-three crore ; this may ace 
count for their being but partly known. 

¢ A celebrated Tank near Benares is reforted to by many 
from a belief that it cures-all fuch as are pofleffed with devils. 
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rehgious purpofes, where their various duties are 
plained, and inforced. A fenfe of his duty and in- 
reit, a confcioulnefs of his importance, is claimed 
-every Briton as a fort of prerogative which he 
tches with equal jealoufy and pride: the Hindoo 
«s hardly any fuch conceptions; or they-give him | 
but. {mail concern. Hence a confcioufnefs of infe- 
riority continually haunts him; he obeys with a 
promptitude, that feems rather the dictate of nature, 
than the refult of reflection. In moft of the manu- 
factures. conducted by.a Eurepean, this difpofition of | 
the natives is illuftrated every day: while performing 
the work which they and their anceftors have con- 
duéted for ages, they receive the direétions of the 
European fuperintendant, as if dictated by infpira- 
tion; although he may, perhaps, have only the ex- 
perience of a few months. The diffidence of the 
feapoy is equally remarkable; and it is, perhaps, the 
ereateft blemifh in his profeflional chara&er. On the 
day of battle, when led on by his European officer, 
he is diftinguifhed by fteadinefs and bravery, but he 
flies if he behold him fall; though there be greater. 
danger in the retreat than in the battle. 


Tuus has the ignerance of the great body of the 
natives of India fhaded their character with a diffi- 
dence and timidity, which has not only. rendered 
them the flaves of their own monarchs or foreigners 
in every age, but has degraded them in fome mea- 
fure to an inferior rank among human beings. From 
this condition which has fo often called forth the con- 

tempt. 
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fenipt of the brave, and the compaffion of the wife,’ 
you in vain endeavour to raife them, while their in- 
telleéts are chained down by the multiplied fetters of 
their degrading fuperitition. 


Tue higher orders of the Brahmins, whofe duty it 
is to undertake this work, and who are perhaps alone 
able to effect it, are the leaft likely to make any fuch 
attempt. While their own minds are comparatively 
enlightened by a pure fyftem of natural religion, and 
all thofe precepts of duty which cultivated reafon 
teaches ; they ‘* detain the truth in unrighteoufnefs”’ 
and commit the people to be guided by groffer fyf- 
tems of funerftition and error. As if warned by the 
conduct of European nations, that the diflemination 
ef truth would tend to diminifh their own impor- 
tance and wealth, they feem to labour for the pre- 
fervation of fuperftition and ignorance with the fame 
anxiety, which, if more honeft men, they would duf- 
cover for its deftru@tion. With an interefted fore- 
fight they feem to have anticipated the alternative : 
and have determined to reign among uninformed de- 
pendents, rather than affociate on more equal terms 
with refpectable men. 


Hence the fteady countenance they give in public 
to doctrines which they furely difbelieve ; and hence 
the gravity with which they prefide at ceremonies 
which they inwardly defpife. All that has been al- 
Jedged by Mr Gibbon againft the fincerity of Ceefar 
or Cicero, when, as priefts, they officiated at the ab- 
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furd formalities of t 


heir fuperftition before the Ro- 
man multitude, is lefs than the truth if applied to the 
Brahmins. ‘To them, the wild fitions of their theo-. 
logical fyftem appear all equally falfe ; while on the 
part of the people they are all embraced with the moft 


implicit belief *. 


THERE 1s not m India as in Europe any clafs of. 


men capable of detecting the encroachments of prieft- 

craft, or of fifing the bafer materials by which fome- 
times It contaminates truth. . Here all have at. leaft 
the grace of faith: none pretend to. difpute doctrines 
incomprehenfible from ftudied obfcurity, or unaf- 
certainable from their ambiguity and folly. In this 
country, therefore, there may be a difference in ce- 
remonies, and practical obfervances ;. but there. are 
no fectaries from contrariety of.opinion ft... 


THose polemical difputes in religion and _politics,. 


which in Europe fometimes difturb fociety, but 


which always awaken curiofity, and invigorate the’ 


powers of intellect, are unheard of in India: the 


Hindoo fhelters himfelf from fuch turmoils in total’ 


apathy, or liftlefinefs of thought, more. refembling 
the 


* From early prejudice, authority and’ example, it is poffi- 
ble, that even the learned Brahmins may believe in their fy{- 
tem, farther than to a European may feem compatible with its 
abfurdity. 


- + The inhabitants are divided into two great feéts with dif- 


ferent external marks, but their opinions are fo vague, that thofe. 


ef one perfon never clafh with the tenets of another. 


— 
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ftillnefs of the grave or annihilation itfelf, than the 
common efforts:of a rational being. 


e dp IT have any dégree been ficcefsful m this 
ketch I have endeavoured to lay before you, of the 
effects of fuperftition upon the morezls and condition 
vof this people, you will be able:to form an opinion 
of the fmall quantity of intelletual furniture with 
‘which their minds are ftored: fhould you at the fame 
‘time recal to your memory the fimplicity of their 
drefs, or rather the nakednefs of their bodies, you 
will, no doubt, perceive abundant room for improve- 
“ment in the moral and religious {tate of many millions 
of our fellew fubjects in India, aswell as for advanc- 
ing their external circumftances. The learned Dr Ro- 
bertfon has travelled partly over the fame ground, 
but with a different view, and he may have imprefled 
you with different fentiments. ‘The defcription he 
chas given of the early progrefs made by the Hindoes 
is extremely accurate, and. suarded -in its affertions. 
If applied to the higher ae rs of the Brahmins or 
the princes of Hindoftan it is ftricly juft; but no- 
thing can be more erroneous than its application to 
the bulk of the people, whom the foregoing ftric- 
‘tures are meant to deicribe. 


Tue {ciences of: India, and ail the mere liberal arts, 
are at prefent, and always have ap confined to the 
great and learned alone. ‘The moral and theological 
knowledge poffefled by a few in the higher ranks, for 
‘many ages, is as completely beyond the reach of the 

H.3 common 
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common people as if it did not exift : of confequence 
it muit prove of little fervice in promoting their in, 
terefts. The fame thing may be affirmed of every 
branch of knowledge: the portion poffeffed by nine- 
teen of twenty of the whole community, is compara- 
tively nothing. To the power of habit and the influ- 
ence of cuftom alone, they are configned for the di- 
rection of themfelves: reafon, inert and feeble as in 
them it muff prove, has little fhare in what we juftly 
regard as its peculiar province, 


In fuch circumftances, certainly no people can be 
more entitled to indulgence towards their weaknefles 
and errors; and there is certamly none who have 
ftronger claims upon our fympathy and tendernefs. 
Britons now occupy the places of their native princes, 
and the bleflings of prote@tion, inftru€tion, and en- 
couragement in virtue, which there are too frequent- 
dy withheld, providence has impofed upon us as a fa- 
red duty to beftow. 


SECT, 


Sey Ew 


“PHEYHINDOO SYSTEM AS IT AFFECTS SOCIAL INTER- 
COURSE. 


© @ 0'4-6 © & © 68 GF. 8 


Caicutta, Dec. 1798. 


Tue feparation of mankind:imto clafles fo widely 
diftinguifhed as to admit of hardly any intercourie, 
er communication, tends manifeftiy to: hurt their in- 
tereft, by exciting unfocial and difcordant paflions : 
envy of their fuperiors, among the poor-; contempt 
and averfion to the lower orders, among the wealthy 
and great. A Hindoo, of the higher orders, cannot 
contract an alliance by marriage with any inferior 
clafs to his own. ‘he four great divifions of rank 
known in Europe, are fub-divided into a.variety of 
fubordinate diftinéhions, which, however impercep- 
tible by us, are adhered to by the natives with all the 
obitinacy of pride, and the antipathy of prejudice. . 


T'wo families, to us appa arently of exactly the fame 
rank, when about to intermarry, often find much dit 
H 4 . ficulty 
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ficulty in furmounting their mutual prejudices, even 
where no law interpofes its prohibition, The pumfh- 
ment of lofing caft which correfponds to excommu- 
nication with us, is infinitely more dreadful in its 
effects than it was in the dark ages in Europe. Itna 
doubt is a {trong check upon the conduct: to render 
it a falutary one it fhould only be made the punith- 
ment of immorality. This, however, is by no means 
the cafe: fince a Hindoo, of the moft abandoned 
character, may retain his rank ; while an honeft man, 
-by touching impure food, or by fome trivial delin- 
quency, will be degraded, and perhaps forfeit all 
countenance of fociety. Morality, the offspring of 
religion, is here feparated from it; and deemed en- 
tirely unconnected with a fubje@ of which it con- 
ftitutes fo effential a part. 


THE parties themfelves are betrothed during their 
infancy, and the bufinefs is, without their confent, 
concluded by the parents with great folemnity. <A 
perfon verfant in their family genealogy, is employed 
by the parents on both fides; frequent meetings of 
the relation are called, when the rank and merits of 
each family, are fully difcufled by thefe genealogifts, 
After thefe important preliminaries are adjufted, an 
elegant feaft is provided, and the agreement is finally 
ratified; though the parties are allowed no intercourfe 
whatever till the age of puberty. Symptoms of that 
itate no fooner are difcovered in the female, than the 
concluding ceremony and feaft, correfponding to 

what 
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avhat the Romans termed the deduétio domum is ob- 
ferved, and the marriage is completed. 


THESE ceremonies can only happen when the 
parties are of the fame rank: when it is otherwife, 
an alliance would render a Hindoo not only detetft- 
able to himfelf, but he and all his pofterity would 
be for ever debarred from all fociety. To fit down 
at a meal, with an inferior caft, would be attended 
with the fame ferious confequences : fo inveterate and 
infurmountable is this prejudice, that anaked Hindoo 
of any rank would deem himfelf execrably polluted 
were the firft monarch in Europe to approach him 
at the time of his eating. While dinner is prepar- 
ing, and during eating, a {mall circle is drawn round 
the company, which an European, if he pafs, infalli- 
bly defiles the meal: it is thrown to the dogs, and 
other victuals provided, though a fingle ana be all 
the treafure of the family. 


In fo far as this fuperftition tends to eftrange man- 
kind, by creating artificial fources of mutual averfion 
and difeult; fo far certainly does it counteract the 
real intereits of fociety. A true or an ufeful fyftem 
would inculcate humanity and mutual love. So far 
from inculcatine that, there is a wide and impaffable 
diftance between individuals of the fame fpecies: it 
4would teach that they are equal, at leaft in the fight 
of the great parent of mankind, and that they ought 
to cherifh fentiments fuitable to their fituation as 

members 
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members of one univerfal family. The Chriftian 
fy{tem offers a remarkable and pointed contraft to 
the doctrine of the Brahmins, in this particular ; 
and its effects at firft, in fome degree, correfpond: 
for we are told that “* the multitude of them that 
believed”? were not divided into different. claffes, that 
difdained all intercourfe, and abhorred each other, 
but ‘* were of one heart, of one mind, and of one 
foul.’ Let it not be urged that the pradtical effects . 
of this artificial feparation of the Afiatics, are not 
greatly felt in fociety, or that a Brahmin or Rajah 
will as readily fupply the wants of the poorer clafles 
as he would thofe of his own. . The fact is other- 
wife; the Brahmin confiders his order, as, in fome 
_meafure, a different race of beings; and imagines 
that the lower ranks are incapable of the fame fenfi- 
bility to fuffering: he regards them as a race whofe 
feelings are deadened by the meannefs of their in- 
tellect, and therefore not entitled to the fame fhare 
of compatiion. 


THAT this is the idea of the princes and civil ma- 
eiftrates throughout India, their own conduct fufh- 
ciently evinces: hence the feverity of their govern- 
ment, the rigor of their punifhments, and their uni- 
verlal indifference to the comfort, and even the lives 
of their fubjects. } 


Tue averfions created among the Hindoos by 
their fuperflition, are not confined merely to fuch as 
belong to the different cafts. It pervades the whole 

compat{s 
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- compats of fociety ; and is equally obfervable in all 
the different fub-divifions of the fame general clafs. 
The perfons employed by Europeans as bearers, 
have equal antipathy to the other fets in the fame 
profeflion as if they held their {tations in the oppo- 
fite extremes of fociety. ‘The Ooria Balafore bearers 
will not ferve in the company of fuch as come from 
Patna. The cafe is the fame with other diftridts; as 
often as their inhabitants meet each other, upon the 
fame fervice, and apparently on the fame footing, 
they do not eat, fleep, or aflociate together. The 
confequences of this are obvicufly inconvenient, both 
to themfelves and to Europeans. 


SucH diftinctions lead not only to a fhynefs and 
averfion in the intercourfe of fociety ; but they are 
apparently the caufe of many quarrels and animo- 
fities. The timidity and gentlenefs of the Hindoo 
may, in general, prevent his fighting, boxing, or 
fhedding of blood; but it by no means reftrains him 
from fcolding and upbraiding his neighbours. In 
this refpect they are the moft litigious and quarrel- 
fome of all men. Have two perfons a mifunder- 
ftanding, let them meet in the ftreet, and they will 
upbraid each other for an hour together with every 
foul epithet of abufe which their imagination can fug- 
geft, or their language fupply. A few natives en- 
gaged in one of thefe bickerings difplay a furious gef- 
ticulation ; a volubility of words ; and coarfenefs of | 
expreflion, which leave the eloquence of Bilingfgate 
gar behind, Their quarrels do not amount perhaps 

to 
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to a pofitive breach of the peace; being generally 
sanaccompanied with violence; yet, as they are ex- 
tremely frequent, they are a confiderable annoyance 
to fociety; for they add to the afperity of hyman 
‘life, and f{trengthen the malevolent paffions. 


_ ACCORDINGLY, it is found that private charity is — 
by no means the bright part of a Hindoo’s charac- 
ter: religious perfons, or thofe who aflume that cha- 
racter, certainly are liberally fupplied; but this muft 
be the offspring of fuperftition rather than the dic- 
tate of humanity. -On fome particular occafions, 
fuch as opening a new Serai, moft extenfive charities 
are diftributed to the multitude which is invited 
there. But this is mere oftentation: neither in its 
principles nor its effe€ts does it come up to the ra- 
‘tional idea of charity. The neceflitous poor are 
more happily directed for relief to the door of an 
European, than to their»brethren in the faith. Pa- 
godas indeed are raifed, Choultries. built, and on 
great occafions thoufands are fed .by a wealthy na- 
tive; but all this may be done in compliance with | 
the interefted advice of the Brahmins, -or to gratify 
oftentation : and we ought not to confound what is 
extorted by the fears of fuperftition, or what is ‘la- 
vilhed by vanity, with the charitable benefactions 
dictated by a found underitanding and. a benevolent 
heart. 


ANOTHER circumftance, in which the religious — 
fyftem of this people is prejudicial to induftry and - 
moral 
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moral virtue, and confequently to the happinefs of 
fociety, is the multitude of ceremonious rites and 
trifling obfervances by which it occupies the mind :. 
thus withdrawing the attention from the neceflity of 
practifing rectitude, and preferving integrity of heart. 
In almoft every action of his life, the Hindoo is under. 
the immediate influence of his fuperftition : his prayers: 
are offerings to his gods; his purifications and abfo- 
lutions in the river; his dreffing and eating his 
victuals; the objects which he touches ;. the com- 
panions with whom he affociates, are to him all inti- 
mately and equally connected with religion, and the 
everlafting welfare of his foul. If there is any part 
of his conduct with which his religious ideas have no 
eoncern, it is his moral charaéter. In “ doing juftly,’” 
or “ loving mercy,’ he is apparently left to aét as 
he pleafes: but if in the moft trivial action he violate 
the rites of his fuperftition, he is, in this life, de- 
prived of all the comforts of fociety, and in the next, 
condemned to animate the body of fome noifome 
reptile or contemptible animal. 


Tuts defect in the Hindoo fyftem, is common to it 
with every religion devifed by man. An offended 
confcience, or a terrified imagination, are uneafy 
companions ; and mankind have ever been eager to 
embrace the eafieft and cheapeft means of appeafing 
them. Whenever it has been given out to the ig- 
norant, that the favour of Heaven may be attained, 
by genuflexions, prayers, ablutions, or any cere- 
mony, they invariably have embraced them. ‘To ex- 


ercife 


126 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


ércife contrition for offences, to break off from ini-’ 


quity by repentance, to correct the whole life and 
converfation, and fteadily to perfevere in virtue, is a 


painful and dithcult tafk even to the moft perfect: 


by the far greater part this is abandoned, as an un- 


attainable object.. Hence a fabric of fuperftitious’ 


rites is conftru€ted, as compenfation to the deities 
for the violation of their laws. 


AccorpiInc to the number of thefe’ rites, and 
{trictnefs with which they are obferved, the rules of 


virtue, and the neceflity of moral rectitude, are re-’ 


garded as more or lefs indifpenfable. ‘The antiquity 
of the Hindoo fuperftition has conferred upon it a 
degree of maturity which has never been attained by: 
any other falfe fyftem. Its rites and ceremonies are 
more numerous beyond all comparifon: they. enter 
into every department of fociety, and influence the 
whole of its manners. The Hindoo, therefore, may 
reft his prefent comfort and- future happinefs upon 
the obfervance of its rites, with more plaufibility, if 
not with more confidence, than the other heathen’ 
nations, who have eftablifhed lefs complex fyftems of 
fuperftition. I will not venture to affert that the 


lives of the natives are vicious and abandoned in a 


degree proportioned to the melancholy extent of 
their fuperftitious fy{tem : but thofe concerned in the 
police eftablifhment of Bengal well know the fre- 
quency of fraud, robbery, theft, and litigation. 


In 
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In Europe, the peace officers are fufficient in num- 
ber and ftrength to apprehend delinquents ; whereas 
in this country, the whole of the febandy corps, a 
numerous eftablifhnient, with the whole train of 
peons, goraits and corabadars, are inadequate to this 
purpofe. Many regiments of native infantry are 
ftationed in diftricts where the reprefling numerous 
bands of marauders, or apprehending thieves, is the 
whole duty they perform. 


Wuiat is remarkable here, becaufe intimately con- 
nected with the prefent object of our enquiries is,. 
that the devotees or profefiors of religion, are them- 
felves by far the moft numerous and dangerous rob- 
bers in the upper parts of India. ‘The fakeers, in-— 
{tead of being the inftruors of fociety, are its greatel? 
pefts and depredators. It is neither knowledge nor 
virtue, but idlenefs, theft, and rapine, that are the 
leflons to be derived from their prefence and exam- 
ple. ‘They wander from the hilly country over every 
province, and are far more daring in their outrages 
than the natives of Bengal. | 


Upon the whole, therefore, it may be fairly con- 
cluded, that the immenfe fabric of fuperftition efta- 
blifhed by the Brahmins contributes little or nothing, 
either to encourage or fupport the virtue of its adher- 
ents ; and that it may be juitly apprehended, that not 
a few of that multitude of frivolous rites, have a di- 
rectly oppofite tendency. 


SEGT. 


SECT, 2, 


DOMESTIC SLAVERY AMONG THE HINDOOS 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798: 


Tse Hindoo jurifprudence, though celebrated for 
humanity, pays but {mall regard to the natural rights 
of man: it eftablifhes a fyftem of flavery more com- 
plex than any yet recorded in hiftory. The pre- 
rogatives of the magiftrate, fortified as they are 
on every fide, leave no room for national or poli- 
tical freedom. Pure defpotifm, under the veil of 
Theocracy, has ever been the only government in. 
Hindoftan. | 


_ Domestic flavery has always been admitted here, 
as it was formerly in Europe; but a numerous clafs, 
hke the Sodera, doomed to fervility, though not 
actually bought and fold, is a fingularity in the jurif- 
prudence of India. ‘This clafs may be compelled to 
ferve a Brahmin of the fuperior ranks, even though 


he 
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he has not purchafed him. The Brahmin, however, 
is not, even in the cafe of extreme poverty, allowed 
to ferve for a fubfiftence, a man ‘in the higheft rank:* 
what ts alfo fingular, the Sodera pays a greater in- 
tereft for money borrowed than any other perfon. f¢ 
The fon of a Soderas wife inherits only a fourth 
fhare of the other fons; and every delinquency of 
this degraded clafs is punifhed more feverely than 
the reft: while offences againft it are checked by 
flichter penalties. In other countries it is the aim of 
leciflation to proportion punifhment to crimes: here 
they deal it out according to the rank, rather than 
the demerit of offenders. Hence the criminal code 
of this country, as adminiftered by the natives, has 
become as complicated in detail, as its principles are 
iMiquitous. | 


Brrore we reach thofe clafles that are in abfolute 
flavery, there are intermediate degrees of fervitude, 
correfponding to fervants and apprentices in Europe. 
A ftudent while learning the fciences, performs fer- 
vice for his teacher; and whatever gain he may ac- 
quire during his ftudy, becomes the property of his 
teacher.. Apprentices to the different arts are nearly 
on the fame footing with ftudents ; only their aban- 

Vou Te I doning 


* Menu, chap. 9, v. 153. 


+ Hindoo Laws: the Brahmin pays leaft; the Chatree, and 
the other tribes more ; the intereft rifing in proportion to the de- 
gradation of the borrower. 
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doning the mafter without fault is punifhed. witis 
banifhment. The duties required from. thefe perfons 
do not extend to certain undue fervices,. which here 
have not only a degree of meannefs: attached to 
them, but infer degradation, if performed by any 
other than a flave, or one of the loweft. clafs *.- 
heir duties feem to correfpond with the ob/equium 
and reverentia, which the Roman law exacted from 
the clients of a great man to their fuperior T. 


ANOTHER fpecies of fervitude feems to refemble 
the villanage of the feudal fyftem in Europe. When. 
a perfon, fays the law, peoples and cultivates the 
land of another man, takes a part. of the crop, by 
way of wages; or breeding cattle, takes milk, ora 
part of the cattle, that fervitude is called Bhook. 
Bherut tf. ‘The celebrated Magna Charta which has 
by many been deemed a corner ftone in the edifice 
of Britith liberty, but which, in fact, eftablifhed only. 
the defpotifm of the barons¥over every order of the 
{tate,. recognizes this fpecies of fervitude, when it 
{lipulates in favour of wards of the Crown, that their 
property thould be reftored “ fine vafto heminum et 
FORUM. 


* Such fervices are fweeping the houfe, the neceffary, or 
cleanfing a perfon who is fick. 


+ Vide Juftiniani Inftit.. Furis Civilis, H. T. 


t Hindoo laws, chap. viii. fe. 1.. 
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We have frequently had occafion to notice the 
obligation laid upon the head of a family to main- 
tain his poor relations; fervices are expected from 


_ fuch neceflitous perfons, of the nature of thofe fpe- 


ecified. They are not fubjected to what the law 


terms undue fervices, the opera ferviles of the Ro- 


mans, the performance of fuch inferring a fort of 
infamy. 7? 


SLAVES in India are of many different defcrip- 
tions, according to the manner in which they have 
been acquired. No lefs than fifteen legitimate me- 
thods of acquiring flaves are {pecified in the Eaftern 
code; fome of which are peculiar to this quarter of 
the world. | 


NotwitHstanpine the humane provifions made 
by the law, many perfons either from being deferted 
by their relations, or by the death of their parents, 
are caft deftitute upon the public; fuch unfortu- 
nates, like loft goods, become the property of the 
finder *. H, during a famine, a perfon has been fed: 
by another, and his life by that means preferved, 
fuch become the property of thofe who entertained 
him. , Many acquifitions of this nature might have 
been made by Europeans, had their cuftoms autho- 
rifed the practice. 


I 2 SOME« 


* Vide Hindoo laws, at this fitle. 4 
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SOMETIMES a perfon, to free himfelf from the int 
portunities of a creditor, delivers himfelf as a pledge: 
for the debt, or in leu of payment: this fpecies of. 
flavery is countenanced by the Hindoo as well as the 
Jewifh and Roman jurifprudence.. It does not, how~ 
ever, occur to me that the latter admitted of per- 
fonal flavery on the chance of play, as is the avowed 
language of ftatute in this country, as it was by con- 
fuetudinary law in America *.. 


Gaminxc, and wagering at cock-fighting, are for- 
bidden by the moft ancient codes of law; 1t would 
appear therefore that this paffion is not only preva- 
lent in early ages, but alfo moft violent, fince per- 
fonal liberty was fometimes thrown in as the laft 
ftake. In a country where flavery is permitted, this 
unlawful.a& was: deemed. a.forfeiture. of liberty. 


Awotuesr defcription of flaves are fuch as have 
become Sanyaffee, and afterwards have renounced. 
that holy: way of life. This conduét implies not 
merely a dereliction of a ftate of fanétity and great 
perfection, but alfo the breach of folemn vows 3; 
whoever was guilty of it became punifhable by the 
magiftrate with the lofs of lberty, unlefs the de- 
linquent were a Brahmin. In that cafe the criminal 
was branded in the forehead with the print of a. 
dog’s foot, and. banifhed the kingdom f.. 

TH 


* Robertfon’s Hiftory of America. . 
+ Vide Gentoo Laws, chap. , fect. 2.. 
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Tue laft clafs of flaves peculiar to the Hindoo 
‘laws, confifts of thofe who, from their attachment to 
a flave girl, give up their liberty for the purpofe of 
having intercourfe with her. Such flaves recover 
their liberty on renouncing the female flave, and dil- 
continuing the connection. 


THE manumiflion of flaves occupies a diftinc title 
of the Brahminical inftitution. The mode of doing 
this varied according to the particular clafs of flaves 
to which the individual belonged. When a matter 
releafes his flave, a pitcher filled with water, rice, 
and flowers, is placed upon the head of the flave by 
the mafter, and there broken. ‘The contents of the 
pitcher fall upon the flave’s body, while the mafter 
declares his intention of making him free: this cere- 
mony confers manumiffion. .A form equally cere- 
monious was in ufe among the Romans*. _ 


Tue prejudices of the natives requiring every per- 
fon to leave behind:him a fon to perform his funeral! 
obfequies, gave rife to another mode of manumiflion, 
which is probably not unfrequent. Whoever is 
-without a legitimate child, and hath procreated a fon 
‘by a female flave, that child together with his mo- 
ther become free, from the birth of the fon. 


13 FREE- 


* Inflttut. Juftin. fecund. Heinecc. ap. H. T. 
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¥Frerpom was alfo conferred on fuch flaves, ag 
from affe€tion or prefence of mind in any accident, 
had preferved the life of their mafter. Salvery for 


debt is terminated by the extin@ion of that debt with 
intereft. | | 


In general, the domeftic flavery of the Hindoos is 
attended with lefs harfhnefs, cruelty, or exhaufting 
Jabour, than what refults from the fyftem among 
other nations. A ftranger is feldom able to diftin- 
guifh between a flave and any other member of a 
family. The labour of all the common people is 
moderate, and their food and cloathing fo fimple as 
eels) to admit of degrees, . 


EVEN in times of ebiineh if a perfon fell his 
flave girl to another againft her confent, he is repre- 
henfible, and may be fined: perhaps the whole tyl- 
tem as it Is practifed in Hindoftan may be defended 
on principles of humanity. Scarcity here arifes of- 
ten to be famine: while the great body of the peo- 
ple from the benignity of the climate live almoft with- 
out cloathing, or houfe for fhelter. ‘There is no 
provifion for a time of difficulty : a man who has no- 
thing but his labour to fubfift upon, and perhaps 
does not poflefs the value of two days provifion, is 
not fuppofed in diftrefs, and is often actually happy ; 
at leaft he takes no thought for to-morrow. During 
a famine, however, fuch perfons are relieved by a 
fervitude which prevents them from falling victims to 
unger. In every warm country seis 18 bars ne- 


Mary 5 
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ceflary ; lodging almoft fuperfduous ; hence the peo- 
ple-are indolent and improvident to a degree that in 
your nothern climes would prove ‘fatal. Were a fa- 
mine as frequent in Italy as ‘it is in this country, the 
idle ‘Lazaroni of Naples would be benefited by a fla- 
very which might fecure them againft hunger and 
want, the neceflary refult of their improvident idle- 
nels. 


{tr may therefore be queftioned whether that zeal 
which burned fo furioutly among you for the ‘dibe- 
ration of flaves, was in every cafe guided by know- 
ledge. There are at leaft fome inftances in which 
the tender mercy of your humane reformers would 
be cruelty ; for, independent of the circumftances 
peculiar, perhaps, to the natives of India, there are 
many perfons whofe intellects may not be fufficiently 
cultivated to guide their conduc in a ftate of perfect 
freedom. As Mr. Burke has juftly faid, liberty is 
power, and man, along with the milk of human 
kindnefs, has alfo a good deal of the wolf in his 
compofition, and till that is purged off, it will be 
dangerous to allow him to ailociate with theep, more 
fo to rule over them. 


TENDERNESS to flaves as well as to every creature 
dependent on our care, is undoubtedly one of the 
precepts which dignifies our benevolent yeligion : yet 
at the time when ate new teftament was written, fla- 
‘very was far more univerfal than at preicn t, while no 
ee of that ftate appears in its pages. “Che 

14 reciprocal 
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reciprocai duties between mafter and fervant (ilave) 
are there laid down with much plainnefs, and recom. 
mended from motives very powerful; but the very 
regulation of fuch a {tate feems a tacit acknow- 
ledoment of its neceflity, and infers its continuance. 
Tt is no where faid, Difmifs your fervants and abolifh 


' flavery. 


Tue punifhment of flaves has been guarded in the 
‘Hindoo code with the moft anxious folicitude. Slen- 
der punifhment with a bamboo {witch is permitted on 
the back, or where the leaft injury may be felt ; and 
in this refpect flaves are put on the fame footing with 
a wife, afon or daughter. The Jewifh law in the 
earlier periods admitted only of forty iirrpes, as the 
higheft punifhment a mafter could infliG on his flave ; 
if, however, his crime was fo atrocious as to call for 
the interference of the magiftrate, the punifhment 
was crucifixion, a fpecies of infliction peculiarly ig- 
nominious, and common to that people with the Ro- 
mans, and the eaftern nations. 


SERVANT and flave approach in many initances 
fo near to each other in condition that the lines of 
difcrimmation are not always difcernible. Even a 
fon is in many refpects under the power of his fa- 
ther, and after the legal age, if he remain under the 
fame roof, he foregoes the advantage of earning for 
himfelf. The parental power of the Romans alfo 
remained fo long as the father lived; and in fuch 
force, that a fon, after bearing a public office in the 

itate, 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 137 


fate, fell again under the power of his father, whofe 
authority had only intermitted during the exercile of 
his public funtion. 


SEVERAL complete titles of Hindoo law relate to 
partnerfhip; which there does not imply the union of 
 feveral perfons, for a mercantile purpofe; but a 
community of goods, among near relations being 
together under a father or elder brother A father, 
while he lives, is reprefentative and mafter of the 
family. The heritable property of his anceftors, and 
what he has himfelf acquired, are under his manage- 
ment, but with different reftrictions. The former 
part of the eftate.he is not allowed to alienate with- 
out the confent of his children: of the latter he has 
the full difpofal. 


THE fame reverence and fubmiffion which the law 
ordains to a father, is after his death to be paid by 
the different members of the family to an elder bro- 
ther, who then becomes the manager of the whole. 
If fons claim a divifion, that divifion muft be made 
in terms of law; and it would appear from fome 
ancient records that even a father could not refufe 
this ; as appears from the hiftory of the prodigal fon, 
as well as the inftitutions of Menu. 


SECT. 


SECT, X41 


OF THE ANTIQUITY OF THE HINDOO SCRIPTURES, 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798, 


ir has.of late become a fafhionable doctrine to afcribe 
avery high antiquity to the Hindoo Scriptures; to 
find dificulties in the Mofaic account of the creation; 
and to feel an affected concern for its incompatibility 
with authentic records of the moft ancient nations. 


M. pve VoLTaire imagines that he has expofed 
the Jewifh hiftory to a {trong degree of ridicule, be- 
caufe it reprefents the creation of the world as 
having happened only feven thoufand years ago, 
while the Chinefe trace it back to a far greater num- 
ber of millions. Mr Halhed, the tranflator of a 
Perfian compilation of Hindoo laws, defcribes the 
impreflion which the antiquity of thefe books make 
upon his mind ; and the difficulty he finds of bring- 

ing 
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ing down his imagination “ to the obedience of 
« faith *,”’ 


In a word, our antiquarians are ever in danger of 
picking-up from the immenfe heap of faithful manu- 
{cripts at Benares, fome direful fragment that may 
overturn the chronology of the Bible: like the Can- 
on Recupero, when he examined the ftratified lava 
of Mount Etna, “ they feel the writings of Moles a 
<< weight upon them.” It is to be regretted, that in 
the fevere drudgery of turning over fo many volumes 
of wifdom, they fhould be fo often difturbed by 
parchments with claims of antiquity fo ftrong, that 
| they effeCtually ftagger reafon, and alarm them into 
unbelief. 


Mr Haxuep thus laments, “ that though we 
may come to the perufal of their records, armed 
with every argument, and fortified even to preju- 
dice again{ft the admiffion of their pretenfions, at 
the fame time placing the moft implicit reliance 
upon the Mofaic chronology as generally recelv- 
ed, yet their plaufible accounts. of thefe remote 
ages, and their undeviating confidence in their 
‘own affertions, never can fail to make fome im- 
preflion upon us, in proportion as we gain a 
£* nearer infight into them.” 


AS 


* This gentleman has fince found no difficulty in believing 
fhe wild abfurdities of the Prophet Brothers. 
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As the Englifh reader may not poffibly be armed 
with every argument, nor fo completely fortified in 
European prejudices as Mr Halhed, it would be un- 
fair to expofe him to the whole force of that plaufi- 
bility which proved fo irrefiftible to that gentleman. 
Let it fuffice to fay, that the Hindoos reckon the du- 
ration of the world by four sogues, or ages, contain- 
ing together above eight millions of years. 


Tue firft age, or that of purity (Suttee sogue, ) 
dafted 3,200,000 years. In this period, which feems 
to correfpond with the golden age of our European 
poets *; men practifed ther duty without the com- 
pulfion of law; their life extended to an hundred — 
thoufand years; and their ftature was twenty-one | 
cubits. 


In the fecond, or Tirtah jogue, one third of the 
human race became reprobate, and the period of life 
was reduced to ten thoufand years, while that of the 
age itfelf was contracted to two millions four hundred 
thoufand years. 


In the third age, the depraved part of the fpecies 
amounted to one half, and the duration of life only 
to a thoufand years. This age lafted 1,600,000 
years. 

LasTLyY 


* Sponte fine lege juftitiam colebant. 


Ovid. Metam, 
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LasTLy came the Kalli sogue, or prefent cra, 
which is fuppofed to fubfift only 400,000 years, of 
which about 5000 are already elapfed. In this age 
the depravity of men became univerfal, and their 
ives were reduced to the term of 100 years. 


SucH is the “ plaufibility’? of the Hindoo ac- 
count, which made fo deep an imprefiion upon Mr 
Halhed. ‘“* Computation,” fays he, “ is loft; and 
“< conjecture overwhelmed in the attempt to adjuft 
fuch aftonifhing fpaces of time to eur confined 
notions of the world’s epoch: to fuch an antiquity 
the Mofaic creation is but as yefterday; and to. 
“ fuch ages, the life of Methufelah is but a fpan |!” 


Our “ confined notions’’ refpecting the duration 
ef the world, are no rules for other nations in form- 
ing their legends, no more than fober hiftory is the 
ftandard for writing romance. Happily there is no 
neceflity for reconciling them; otherwife the Hindoo 
chronology might be found equally confonant to ours 
as twenty-one cubits are to the length of a man. 


NarTions are as much interefted in the dignity of 
their origin as individuals: high antiquity is univer- 
fally believed to confer on both a luftre, which the 
lefs it is: genuine, is the more eafily counterfeited. 
Even in Europe almoft every nation carries its origin 
back to remote periods of darknefs and fiction ; al- 
though there, the gratification of vanity is limited by 
the prevalence of knowledge and of fober criticifm. 

2 Were 
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Were the early annals of Egypt or. Ethiopia diféo- 
vered, their limited knowledge would. probably be 
found to bear them out in pretenfions as grofs as 
thofe of the Hindooss We know that im China, 
where this kind of arrogance is not checked by any 
incredulity among the people, that fyftem of chrono- 
logy reaches far beyond that of the Brahmins, 
where dates muft appear to thefe people as of “ yef- 
terday, and their lives as afpan’’. It is fufficient, 
therefore, to eftablifh the authority of the Brahmini- 
cal {cripures, that they accord with the fuggeftions 
of human vanity in a rude and uninformed nation. 
Their gigantic fize and their longevity bear an exact 
conformity with fiGions and traditions of every 
early people. Thefe tales of the nurfes are eradually 
fyftematifed, and tranfcribed into the records of the 
nation; yet they are ftill tales, though they may 
happen to be repeated with wonder by a, different 
defcription. of old women. 

‘© Mere human reafon,’’ fays this tranflator, 
upon confideration of the prefent contratted 
meafure of mortality, can no more reconcile to 
itfelf, the idea of patriarchal, than of Brahminical 
longevity ?’ and ‘ when the line of implicit faith 
is once extended, we can never afcertain the pre- 
cife limits beyond which it muft not pafs.” 


4 


Tue facility with which this gentleman on fome 
late occafions, has extended the “ line of implicit 
«¢ faith,’ has rendered it doubtful:whether, with him. 

it 
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it has any limits at all: According to him the great 
fource of credibility to the Brahminical writings 
arifes from the undeviating confidence in their own 
affertions. To many, confident aflertions will appear 
a very fingular and precarious teft of truth, how- 
ever ftridly Mr Halhed may have demeaned himfelf 
by fuch a rule. Munnoo, it would feem, one of the 
moft authoritative of the Hindoo fages, has himfelf 
afhxed a date to his own code. ‘* When ten thou- 
** fand and ten years of the Suttee jogue were pait, 
*“ on the night of the full moon, in the month 
«<< Bhadun, I Munnoo, at the command of Brahma, 
<¢ finifhed this fhafter, that fpeaks of mens’ duty, of 
“ jultice, and of religion ever inftructive,”’ It is 
fufficient then, it would feem, to command the belief 
of Mr Halhed, that an impoftor confidently afferts, 
that he has communicated with the Deity on the 
“night of the full moon. 


Tue next afferter of the antiquity of thefe Scrip- 
tures is Jage-Bulk, who fays, “ In the Tirtah Jogue, 
‘“* when ninety-five years were paft, in the night of 
“¢ Sawun, on the moon’s increafe, on the day of 
** Mercury, I finifhed the treatife called Jage-Bulk, 
** which fets forth the offices of religion, and alfo 
«« informs men of the duties of the magiitrate.” 


~ 


“© Wuart period,” fays the tranflator, “ fhall we 
poflibly afign to thofe writings, if we difallow 
the authorities here quoted. If they are falfe, 
there muft have been a time when the impofition 

2 «? would 
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«¢ would have been too palpable to have pafled uport 
‘© mankind, and where the concurrent teftimony of 
“ the whole world muft have rifen in judgment 


66 againtt gs 


THe impofition running through the whole of 
thefe books, as well as ther dates, may at firft fight 
feem too patpable to pafs upon mankind; and cer- 
tainly had they been either capable or difpofed to 
Iiften to rational evidence, they could never have 
ye: received as any thing elfe than the impofitions 

craft upon ignorance. But the very reverfe of 
this is the actual ftate of nations in early times. 
Their ancient narratives are all marvellous, and all 
implicitly believed; and it is not wonderful that 
books, which contain either fome prodigy or grofs 
fiction in every page, fhould alfo aflume a romantic 
claim to antiquity. The ftyle is uniform in each 
part; and well fuited to gratify a paflion for the 
marvellous, and to gain upon the unfuipecting cre- 
dulity of a fimple people. ‘That the Hindoos fhould 
receive thefe confecrated fictions, is what we fhould 
expect from human nature: and had their early re- 
cords been entirely divefted of every romantic ab- 
furdity, they would on that account only have dif- 
played fomething new in the annals of prieftcraft and 
fuperftition. 


We are further acquainted that, at the beginning 
of the Kalli jogue, Shukeh Diew, a modern author 
according to Hindoo records, compofed a work, con- 


fitting. 
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fifting of three thoufand and twenty chapters, and 
detailing the hiftory of India during the three pre- 
ceding Jogues; the fucceffion of its Rajahs, and the 
duration of their reigns. “ What fhall we fay,’” 
continues Mr Halhed “to a work compofed four 
** thoufand years ago, and from thence tracing man- 
“ kind upwards for feveral millions of years? If 
fuch a book exifts, its contents may fall within the’ 
extended line of Mr Habhed’s implicit faith, and 
may be well fuited to his intelledt ; though to oth r 
minds it will probably convey but a {mall portion of 
information.* 


Wuen we turn from the date of the Hindoo crea 
tion, and confider the account given of that great 
event, we look in vain for that concifenefs and fub- 
limity which has been admired in the narrative of 
the Jewith lawgiver even by the Heathens themfelves. 
“Gop faid, let there be light ; and there was light,”” 
is an example of the fublime quoted by the celebrated 
Longinus, who has long held a diftinguifhed rank as 
a judge of compofition. In the work of Menu every 
thought is frittered down, by an affected fubtilty,. 
and a too minute particularity of defcription. He 
defcribes the Spirit of God as moving upon the water, 
almoft in the words of Mofes ; and the chaotic dark-’ 
nefs from which the creation was called forth bears a: 
ftrong fimilarity in both fyftems. The former, how- 

Vou. I. K- every 


* Credat Judeus Appella, non ege,; 
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ever, not only lofes its dignity, but even gravity, 
when after the inferior deities, fages, and other great 
perfonages are brought into exiftence, it {fpecifies the 
creation ‘¢ of {mall and large reptiles, moths, lice, 
fleas, and common flies, and every biting gnat.”’ 


THE time employed by the Divine agency in the 
Hindoo creation is not fpecified; but as the fyftem 
com, rehends no tefs than fourteen fpheres or worlds, 
fix above, and feven below that which we inhabit, 
human notions would lead us to conceive greater 
fpace neceflary for its completion, had not the fame 
books themfelves informed us, ‘‘ that there are num- 
berlefs creations, and deftru€uons of worlds; and 
that the Being fupremely exalted, performs all this 
with as much eafe as if in fport, again and again, 
for the fake of conferring happinefs*.”’ 


Tuts paffage alludes to a notion more clearly ex- 
prefled elfewhere; that after the four jogues are 
completed, another creation will commence, endur- 
ing for the fame number of ages. The fpheres or 
worlds above ours are the regions deftined for the 
reward of good men, according to their different 
attainments in holinefs. ‘The Swergeh, or firft para- 
dife, is the general receptacle for all fuch as have 
merited a removal from this lower earth: a fecond 
place, the Mahun is the abode of Fakeers, and fuch 

perfons 


* Menu Inflit. chap. 1. v. 80. 
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perfons as by dint of prayer, have attained a more 
than ordinary degree of fandity. The third heaven, 
~Junneh is alfo the refidence of pious fouls; a glo- 
_rious fphere, beyond which fouls are fuppofed not to 
_pafs without fome uncommon merits and qualifica- 
tions*... The other celeftial manfions, up to the 
Suttee (which is higheft of all, and the refidence of | 
Brahma, with a few particular favourites,) are inha- 
bited by fuch as have all their lives performed fome 
wonderful penance, or died martyrs for their reli- 
gion. The highelt prize of all’ in this great lottery 
of life, is referved for thofe who have never in their 
whole life uttered a fiction; and to thofe women 
who have burned theinfelves on the funeral pile of 
their hufbands. 


Tus Hindoo fyftem, withall its exuberance of blifs, 
is not more fertile in rewards than punifhments ; be- 
fides thofe numberlefs tranfmigrations to which it 
fubjects finners, there are twenty-one different hells, 
or tegions of pofitive torture, where men are con- 
fizned for punifhment according’ to their fuppofed 
criminality. None of thefe punifhments are how- 
ever eternal; but a redemption from them is ad- 
mitted, as well as a ftate of final beatitude by their’ 
abforption into the Supreme Being. 

THEsE ideas of the creation are received by the: 
Hindoos literally as they .are exprefled; and they 

| K. 2  conititute: 


* Vide Introd. Gentoo Laws, by Mr Halhed. 
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con{titute an introductory chapter to their religious 
and civil code; which muft prove of high utility if 
it reconcile each of the clafles to its {tation in fociety. 
Brahma, the immediate agent of the creation, is de- 
clared to have formed the Brahmin from his mouth ; 
and the duties enjoined him, are not merely fymbo- 
lically reprefented by that organ from which he is 
produced, but to pray, to read, and to mftruct, are. 
believed to be qualifications, the unavoidable refult 
of his formation from that organ, 


Tuer Katri, by being formed from the arms, is 
qualified with ftrength to fight and to govern. ‘The 
Varfe, proceeding — the belly, are qualified to 
produce the nourifhment of fociety, by exercifing 
the vocations of agriculture and trafic. The Sodra, 
being formed from the fect, is doomed to a ftate of 
fubjeGion, in which his duty confifts of labour, 1 in 
the fervice of the other ‘tribes. 


Ir is the regret of a benevolent writer, that fo 
many millions of the human race are born to no 
other inheritance but flavery; his feelings would 
have been {till more deeply wounded, had he beheld 
a fociety, the greater part of which was doomed to 
inherit infamy as well as flavery. | 

° | 

Tur Hindoo fyftcm, befides thefe four great tribes 
juft mentioned, fanctions a fifth, or adventitious clafs, 
that arifes from illegitimate connections between the 
ather tribes. This numerous portion of the people, 

aN which 
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which conducts the mechanic trades and petty traffic, 
is held infamous as well as fervile. All the tribes 
of Burrun Sunker are believed to be contaminated 
by the guilt of their.parents, and the tradefmen of 
India are deemed infamous as well as poor. ‘The 
law makes a diftinction in the crimes and punifhment 
of all the clafles; an injury to one order 1s in fome 
cafes capital; while the fame offence would, if com- 
mitted again{t an inferior, be amerced by a trifling 
fine. 


k S SECT. 


SECT. XVII. 
PENANCES OF THE HINDOO ; 


o9 © = © © © © -@ 82 © @ 


Allahabad, “fuly 1799, 


OF the various modes of appeafing the irritated con- 
{cience of offenders, that cf penances and expiations 
‘has been moft univerfal among fuperftitious nations ; 

and from the extent to which they have carried the 
do€rine, perhaps no invention of prieftcraft has 
been more injurious to the interefts of morality. In 
no ftage of fociety, not even in the higheft degrees 
of virtue and information which it has ever attained, 
are men beyond the reach of remorfe, fince they are 
always liable to mifconduét and error; in a rude 
age, however, when, from the imperfection of go- 
vernment, crimes and irregularities are more fre- 
quent, and when the character of Deity and all that 
pertains to hereafter, are viewed through the awful 
obfcurity of ignorance, the powers of confcience are 
aided by imagination, and its upbraidings are beyond 
“endurance, | 3 | 


In 
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In fuch cafes relief is grafped at without enquiry 
into the aptitude of the means; and to reftore a 
man to peace of mind, and felf eftimation, if it can’ 
be done without injuring virtue, is ‘one of the beit 
offices of a religious inftructor. 


_.Penances and expiations are thofe external clas 
appointed by the priefthood, to appeafe confcience 
under the notion of removing moral turpitude. 
They are founded on a principle univerfal in human 
nature; and in every country have, in a greater or 
lefs degree, become an engine of power to the prieft-. 
hood. In ages of ignorance men are leaft able to 
dete& encroachments of this nature: their fuperfti- 
tious fears feem rather to invite them: hence hiftory 
has always exhibited this branch of ecclefiaftical 
power and emolument, bearing a {tri proportion 
to the ignorance of the people. 


Acts naturally indifferent are put on the fame 
footing with immoralities ; eating certain articles of 
food, drinking certain liquors, or touching certain 
objects, are declared forfeitures, and are expiated by 
penance as immoral conduct. In moft of the Afia- 
tic governments, where the priefthood have acquired 
great influence, the doctrine of penances and expia- 
tions has been extended to almoft every action and 
fituation of life; and the people have been gradually 
fubjected to a jurifdiction as unlimited as their own 
fuperftitious imaginations, and provided with punifh- 
anents as various as their fears. 

THe 
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Tue Jewuh inftitutions have been preferved to us 
an records more authentic than thofe of any other 
ancient people. By them we learn in what various 
cafes a man was rendered impure, whether from 
guilt, or from circumftances accidental, or by ac- 
tions indifferent, _ But whatever were the means by 
which guilt or impurity was contracted, expiation — 
was indifpenfable, before the finner could be ad- 
mitted into fociety, partake in any religious folemnity, 
er ever eat or drink with his brethren*. -Thefe 
laws were guarded by punifhments fo fevere, as en- 
fured their obfervance ; difobedience in certain cafes 
incurred the fame punifhment as murder: “ The 
‘¢ man that fhall be unclean and fhall not purify” 
** himfelr, that foul fhall be cut off from among the 
** congregation. ”? aa: ith. tedides. 4 

A large portion of the Hindoo Scripture is ap- 
propriated to the fubjeét of expiation. The great 
fyftem of Metempfychofis itfelf, as laid down in the 
facred books, makes a part of this do€trinet. The 
AUD as endured by undergoing a certain number 
of tranfmigrations, are in no inftance declared eter- 
nal: ee < when the taint arifing from guilt is remov- 


ed! 


* Numb. chap. xix. v. 22. The delinquent was not merely 
excluded from fociety; * but whatfoever the unclean perfon | 
toucheth fhail be unclean, and the foul that toucheth it fhall be ~ 
eh fo unclean.”? tical | 


7 Vide Inflitut. cf Menu, chap. xii. paflim. 
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ed,”’ the foul again recovers beatitude; and after 
its purification is complete, it is abforbed into the 
univerfal {pirit *. 


. THE machinery of the Hindoo fyftem is awful and 
tremendous ; and had it been uniformly employed 
in. the defence of virtue, its effects mult always have 
been confiderable, as well as very falutary. 


THEIR regions of torment are various, and in 
great number; and the pains fuifered in them are 
proportioned to. the fuppofed guilt of the offenders ; 
who “ as often as they repeat criminal ats are 
** doomed to pains more and more intenfe, in defpi- 
** cable forms upon this earth. hey fhall firft have 
** a fenfation of agony in Tamifrat, or utter dark- 
§° nefs, and in other feats of horror. Multifarious 
* tortures await them: they fhall be mangled by 
** ravens and owls; and {wallow cakes boiling hot ; 
*¢ fhall walk over inflamed fands; and fhall feel the 
““ pangs of being baked like the veflels of a 
£4 potter [+ 


Even thefe regions of darknefs are not altogether 
inacceflible to hope, and the criminal in the abyfs of 
torment 


* Tbid, v. 22. 
f+ One of the hells of the Hindooss 
t Chap. xii. v. 74, et infra. 
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torment might look forward toa period jn which his 
guilt would be expiated, and when the gates of blifs © 
would be no longer fhut againft him. Eternal pu- 
nifhments feem, to the Hindoo, injurious to virtue, 
and repugnant ‘to mercy. 


So far may the Hindoo fy{tem of expiation be re- 
garded as abetting the caufe of virtue, but there are 
other parts of it that feem calculated to fubvert the 
moral fenfe, and obliterate the diftinction between 
right and wrong. The claflification of crimes totally 
unequal, and the fubjecting actions indifferent, to 
the fame punifhment as offences the moft injurious 
to fociety, certainly tends to weaken the moral fa- 
culty. It isa maxim in legiflation, that law fhould 
not counteraét morals, and that the crimes of the 
ftatute-book fhould correfpond with the dictates of 
confcience ; but in a fyftem erected by interefted 
craft upon ignorance, we are not to expect that this 


rule fhall be ftri€tly adhered to. : 


We find accordingly in the Braminical code, 
crimes of the moft different degrees of turpitude 
clafled together, without any regard to proportion in 
their punifhment. Thus, “ forgetting texts of {crip- 
ture,”’ is clafled with “ perjury ;”’ eating things for- 
bidden, to “ killing a friend: ”’ inceft and adultery, 
are compared to flaying a bull or a cow t; drinking 

| | for- 


#® Menu, chap. xii, v. 5; &c.. 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 155 


forbidden liquor, to killing a Brahmin. In feveral 
inftances, actions highly meritorious according to 
our notions, are put on the fame footing with a con- 
duct implying great infamy. ‘ Working in mines 
of any fort, engaging in dykes, bridges, or other 
great mechanical works,” is clafled with “ fubfifting 


by the harlotry of a wife, and preparing charms to 
deftroy the innocent *.”” 


In order to account for this artificial and fa@i- 
tious fyftem of morality, it muit be remembered, 
that the more crimes are multiplied, the oftner 
mutt the finner have recourfe to expiation, and the 
priefts in confequence, muft profit more frequently 
by his abfolution. ‘ Penance,”’ fays the facred text, 
“* mutt invariably be performed for the fake of ex- 
‘* piation; for they who have not expiated their 
*¢ fins, will again fpring to birth with difgraceful 
“ marks.” This paflage feems to allude to a very 
fingular invention of the Brahmins to multiply the 
number of cafes in which expiation became necef- 
fary ; they encourage the belief that every corporeal 
mark or infirmity at birth, muft have been occa- 
fioned by fome fin committed either by the parents 
themfelves, or the perfon himfelf in a former ftate ; 
and in either cafe expiation became neceflary before 
he could be admitted to the comforts of fociety. 

. pee 


. 


* Ibid, v. 64. It is {earcely poffible to invent a fyftem more 


yepugnant to public improvement, 
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“¢ If atwice born man by the will of God in this 
“ world, or from his natural birth, have any cor- 
‘¢ poral mark of an expiable fin committed in this 
‘ or a former ftate, he muft hold no intercourfe 
** with the virtuous, while his penance remains un- 
‘¢ performed *.”” The Jews whofe fyftem of crimes 
and expiations was nearly as complex as that of the 
Hindoos, and in fome particulars bears a ftridt re- 
femblance to it, feem to have entertained this ftrange 
opinion. ‘“ Was it this man, or his parents that 
finned, that he was Jorn blind?” is a queftion im- 
plying this belief. The leprofy, which was once more 
frequent among that people than at prefent, muft have 
been regarded as proceeding from fome moral turpl- 
tude ; at leaft the expiations, after it was declared to 
be removed, were equally numerous and expenfive 
as thofe required for the removal of guilt. 


Burt if farther proof of the difpofition of the 
Brahmins to multiply crimes, and the neceflity of 
explating them were needed, fufficient would be 
found in their extenfion of this mode of difcipline to 


involuntary offencest. Although no axiom in mo- 
rals 


_ * Thefe marks were various, and expreffive of the crimes, 
committed by the perfon who bore them. “ The ftealer of a 
lamp, fuffered blindnefs ; the drinker of {pirits, black teeth; the 
flayer of a Brahmin, marafmus; the violator of his gaoru’s bed, 
a deformity in the generative organs.”’ 


+ Menu Chap, xiv. paffim. 
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rals can be clearer, than that intention alone confti- 
tutes guilt, and fo far only as evil intention can 
be fhewn, fo far is criminality eftablifhed ; the man, 
however, who has unintentionally occafioned the 
death of another, feels an uneafinefs fomewhat re- 
fembling remorfe : he feels defirous to make com- 
penfation even for unintended mifchief. Upon this 
feeling the doctrine of expiating involuntary offences 
has been founded ; penances of great feverity have 
been ordained for them. “ If a Brahmin, fays Menu, 
~ have killed a man of the facerdotal clafs, without 
*¢ malice, he muft make a hut in a foreft, and dwell 
*¢ in it twelve whole years, fubfifting on alms, for 
“ the purification of his foul. If the flayer be a 

«« king, he may perform facrifices with prefents of 
“¢ great value: if a perfon of wealth has committed 
** this offence, he may give all his property to fome 
“¢ Brahmin learned in the Veda *.” 


InvoLunTARY guilt being thus eftablifhed, and 
the very touching of a great proportion of the fur- 
rounding objects incurring defilement, as well as kil- 
ling any fenfitive animal, from an infe&t to a camel, 
the Hindoo muft be in perpetual bondage; that he 
is haunted with continual apprehenfions of tranf- 

erefiing 


* Chap. vil. v. 73, &c. The Jewith priefts held upon this 
fubje&t a fimilar doGtrine. A city of refuge proteGied the 
killer; ‘hut if found beyond its limits he might be punifhed. 
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grefling againft fome articles of this vaft fyfiem of 
criminal law, is not to be wondred at. Sins of 
omiflion, as well as pofitive offences, equally expofe 

him to the expiating difcipline of the priefts; and 

that he efcapes a fingle day of his life from incurring 

inflictions, is probably more owing to their forbear- 
ance, than to his own purity. 


ARMED with this mighty engine of oppreffion, the 
Brahmins, upon a near view, will be found, perhaps, 
to exercife their authority, with no great rigour. 
Empowered to infli& fuch a number of penalties, 
which all incur, whether they are lazy or idle, a- 
wake or afleep, there feem but few inflances of 
cruelty or even hardthip fuftained by the exercife of 
a power thus unbounded. ‘The truth is, the fuper- 
{tition of the people is fo great that they willingly 
undergo any penance: it equals, and fometimes fur- 
paffes all that the priefthood exacts from it, Alter 
having fatisfied all the ngid demands of the fyftem 
of explation, the pious indoe often invents new 
privations and aufterities for the exercife of his pa- 
tience, and the enlivening of his piety. Of this 
kind are the pilgrimages ie undertakes to places of 
peculiar fanctity ; the vows of abftinence and mor- 
tification which he regularly difcharges, and the 
frequent corporeal pains which he inflidts upon him- 


felf. 


Tue place from which 4 now write, is celebrated 
for the fanctity which is fuppofed to be conferred. on 
5 fuch 
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fuch as bathe at the junction of the united ftreams of 
the Ganges and the Jumna. ‘Ten or twelve thou- 
fand pilgrims may be feen at once crowding to the 
bank ; their admiffion to the facred fpot is pur- 
chafed by a certain fum for each man, paid to the 
Brahmins. Between the piety and the avarice of 
the Hindoo, there is fometimes a great ftruggle'; 
thefe two paflions feem to occupy . whole foul. 
This year the Brahmins infifted on a a certain { 
which the pilgrims for a while refufing to pay, | 
of the former made a feint of cutting his hand. This 
meafure, the efficacy of which to us is not very ob- 
vious, had at. once the defired effe@ : all agreed in- 
ftantly to pay down the fum demanded, convinced 
that if blood had been drawn from that facred per-. 
fon, the whole crowd of pilgrims muft have fuffered 
a fentence of damnation, which ages of on sus 
could not have reverfed. 


ANOTHER cClafs of voluntary penances, for the 
fake of advancing the fanctity of the performer, are 
thofe numerous autfterities that are prefcribed in con- 
fequence of vows. Ifa perfon becomes unfortunate, 
and on this account lofes that confequence which he 
formerly held in fociety,; he confoles his. vanity by 
turning faint ; and on that {core draws to himfelf a 
greater degree of confideration than perhaps he en- 
joyed as a man of rank and fortune. In purfuit of 
this objet, thoufands make vows of aufterity, and 
renounce the world. Clothed in fkins, they wander 
as mendicants, or retire to the forefts, and fubfift on 


wild 
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wild fruits, or the roots of plants. When fuch 2 
refolution is taken, it is irrevocable; the feverett 
punifhments are inflicted on fuch as retract their 
vows, or return to fociety. 


THest hermits are confidered as actually dead ; 
their property is divided among their relations, and 
the funeral obfequies are performed to their manes. 
In ancient times, the age of forty or fifty years was 
the period of taking this vow; the difcharge of 
which is fuppofed to confer the higheft degree of 
perfection to which in this life a man could attain. 
The bodily pains inflicted on themfelves by the 
anchorets of this country, from their whimfical na- 
tnre and their feverity, are at once repugnant to rea- 
fon, and beyond the limits of credibility. They 
only who have feen the horrid fcenes difplayed. at 
certain Hindoo feltivals, will be able to form a con- 
ception of the extravagances which fuperftition can 
dictate, or of the fufferings which fortitude can 

endure. ) 
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SECT. XVIIL . 


EMBLANCE BETWEEN THE JEWISH AND HINDOO' 
RITES 


££ 2 2 7 Soe 
Besse fae ere ee eee 


4 ay : Calcutia, Dec. 1798, 


‘Trart there fhould be a refemblance in the laws and 
ufages of nations in a fimilar ftate of improvement, 
is what we are led to expect equally by hiftory, and 
common refleion. The fingular coincidence be- 
tween many of the Hindoo cuftoms and thofe of the 
Jews recurs too frequently, and with too clofe a re- 
femblance to have arifen folely from this caufe. I 
men originally fprung trom one common ftock, and 
we are told that they did; their primitive inftitutions, 
would migrate along with every tribe at its FP iotal 
from the parent country. The farther, therefore, 
that men are traced, and the nearer you approach 
to the or iginal ftock, the greater fimiliarity muft be 
Vou. I. L found 
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found in their cuftoms. The Hindoo fcriptures and 
our own, are the moft ancient records yet known: 
the laws in each code are in fome cafes exactly the 
fame ; and in many they are fimilar: were other re- 
cords {till more ancient to be difcovered ’tis poffible 
that thefe would dilplay a ftill ftronger refemblance, 
till we at laft arrived at the biftonsy of one peers 
and individual people. 


Tue doctrine of the tranfmigration feems to have 
been embraced by the difciples of Mofes, and of 
Menu ; and as this was confidered as a ftate of ex- 
oben: the prayers of a man’s pofterity were believ- 
ed to operate in behalf of their fuffering anceftor, and 
to render his purification more expeditious and lefs 
painful. Hence the cuftom of adopting a child was 
practifed, with a view to this very end perhaps, in 
both countries. The duty of leaving a fon is fo fa- 
cred and indifpenfible among the Hindoos, that a fe- 
cond and even a third wife is allowed, if there was 
no child by the firft*. Polygamy was praétifed by 
the Jews, and alfo concubinage, but this is too com- 
mon a cuftom among the eaftern nations to found any 
argument of their conne¢tion. 


Tue neceflity of leaving a fon, to perform thefe 
duties, dictated that cuftom of procreating a child on 


the. 


* And the maid (Efther) was fair and beautiful; whom 
Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, adopted for 
his own daughter. Eft. i. 7 
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the widow of a deceafed brother who had left no 
offspring. This conne¢tion is only permitted in the 
‘Hindoo fyftem, not enjoined ; and muft ceafe as foon 
_as the object is obtained *: In the Jewitfh law the 
duty of raifing up feed to a deceafed brother, is matter 
of pofitive precept, the neglect of which feems to 
have incurred no fmall degree of infamy sip | 


THE ceremonies at marriage are extremely various 
and complex in the Hindoo code, which permits 
_eight different forms, all affeGting the rank of the 
parties, and their. progeny differently. In fome of 
_thefe forms, the contract is made by giving prefents 
to the parents of the bride, a practice which feems to 
be a remnant of the cuftom of purchafing wives, fo 
frequent among rude nations{. ‘This practice ob- 
tained among the Jews in the early periods of their 
hiftory, when we find Jacob ferving for both the 
daughters of Laban. 


Tue intermarriages of different ranks are per- 
mitted in the Hindoo fyftem ; but fuch are always 
ae deemed 


* He who lafcivioufly dallies with the widow of a deceafed 
brother, though fhe be legally married to him is difgraced. Ch. 


iii, v. 173s 
+ Then fhall his brother’s widow loofe the fhoe from off his 
foot, and fpit in his face; and fhall anfwer and fay, fo fhall it 


pabe done unto that man that will not build up his brother’s 
houfe. Deut. xxv. 9. 


{ Vide Neh. xii. 28, 
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deemed difgraceful, and vitiate the offspring whick 
is degraded. The tribes of the Jews are kept dif- 
tinét, as well as the cafts of the Indians, the daugh- 
‘ters of Zelophehad are ordered to marry in their 
own tribe; and priefts who could not fhew their ge- 
nealogy, or who married a ftranger, were confidered 
as polluted, and were degraded from their office * 


Tue laws of the fage Menu, like thofe of greater 
part of the eaftern legiflators, fpeak of the female — 
fex in terms that, according to European notions, 
would be deemed. highly dilrefpectful; and what 
does no great credit to his confiftency, he requires 
from the fex a.condu& more correct and decorous, 
than can be hoped for from an ordinary fhare of 
judgment and circumfpeCtion.. When legiflating for 
the fex, this oracle obferves, that “* Fhrough their 
“¢ paffion for men, their mutable temper, their want 
“¢ of fettled affection, and their perverfe nature, let 
*¢ them be guarded in this world ever fo well, they 
‘¢ foon become alienated from their hufhands. ””?— 
‘¢ Women have no bufinefs with the Veda; thus is 
‘“¢ the law fully fettled: having therefore no evidence 
of law, and no knowledge of expiatory texts, fin- 
“© ful women muift be as foul as falfehood itfelf +.” 


Yer 


* Among-the early Romans marriage was contracted in three: 
ways ; coemptione, confariatione, et ufu,. 


- Menu, ch. iX, Ve TS, &Ce 
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_ Yet with all thefe bad qualities they are expected 
to remain con{tant in their own houfe, and are not 
even “to laugh without covering the face with a 
“ veil. Unfeafonable fleep, rambling abroad, dwel- 
“< ling in the houfe of another, are declared crimes 
*¢ which bring infamy upon their hufbands.”’ ‘They 

are declared to be always in a ftate of dependence or 

 pupilage ; firft in the houfe of their father, afterwards 
m that of their hufband, and laftly in that of their 
fon. ; 


Barrenness, bearing female children, being dif- 
eafed, are deemed fufficient caufes of fuperieding a 
wife and marrying another. So little confidence do 
they place in their virtue, that fpeaking to, or fitting 
upon the fame couch with a man, are declared to be 
adulterous acts, and feverely punifhable; actual adul. 

tery if committed with a perfon of birth incurs 


death. 


BARRENNESS in a married woman is confidered as 
a great misfortune, equally in the Jewifh and Indian 
code; in both, the eldeit fon obtained certain rights 
‘by the priority of his birth. In the Jewith law the 
firft born was confidered as facred, and was redeem- 
ed. The Hindoo philofopher grants him the fole 
right of invoking the gods, and offering oblations to 
the manes in the Sradha. A double portion of 
the inheritance is declared the legal right of the 


firft born in both fyftems ; but among the Hindoos 
Far L 3 there 
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there are many modifications of this rule, according 
to the virtue of the fon, or the rank of his mother. 


THat whole title of law relating to defilements, 
and the means of removing it, bears a {trong fimi- 
larity among both nations: and this part of their 
fuperitition feems of every other to have made the 
moft indelible impreffion upon the minds of both. 
‘The modern Jews are as pun@ilious with regard to 
the killing of meat, its kind, the perfon who drefles 
it, as their anceftors were two thoufand years ago, 
The firft teachers of chriftianity, who intended to 
promulga: tes fyftem of morals inftead of ritual obfer- 
vances, had great difficulty in’ recalling their atten- 
tion from ie obfervance of days and of afcetic devo- 
tion. It feems to have been of all things the molt 
dificult to perfuade them that true holinefs confifted 
not of “* meats nor of drinks,”’ but “in righteoufnefs, 
peace and joy.’ ‘Their obftinate adherence to thefe 
particulars feems the very. circumitance which every 
where preferves the Jews a diftin@ people, though 
difperfed throughout every part of the world. When 
the Hindoos are removed, as at Aftracan, they res 


main equally fecluded and difting. 


In both fyftems all forbidden meats induce im- 
purity. All flefh meat is rigidly forbidden the Hin- — 
doo as his ordinary food, but fuch animals as are 
declared clean, (which are nearly the fame with thofe 
permuted to the Jews) might be legally killed for 

facrifice ; 
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facrifice; and on that occafion they might be eaten 
meritorioufly *. | 


OTHER objects of defilement, fuch as a dead body, 
an unclean perfon, a woman after childbirth, in her 
menfes, a man after. an impure dream, with various 
others are exactly the fame, and the methods of pu- 
rification are alfo fimilar. 


Wuat we are leaft prepared to expect in the hif- 
tory of the two countrics, at prefent under our review, 
is a refemblance in their worfhip and religious cere- 
monies.. The great and peculiar object of the Jewith 
fyftem was to inculcate monotheifm, ‘and to eftablith 
a nation with feleét rites; and here it muft be ac- 
_knowledged that the notions taught by the Hindoo 
fyftem fall infinitely fhort of that fublimity of truth 
and dignity which the Jewifh {criptures inculcate up- 
on this fubject. 


THe Supreme Being is depicted in the former, 
with vague and indiftiné attributes ; the, actions im- 
puted to him in the creation and government of the 
world, are often puerile and abfurd; and worfhip is 
never mentioned as exclufively due to him. Anceftors 
and deities are the objets of daily reverence in the 
facrifices of the Hindoo, but he has no inftitution in 

L 4 honour 


* Ona folemn offering to a gueft, at facrifice, and in holy 
yites to the manes or the gods; but on thefe occafions only, 


may cattle be flain: this Jaw Menu ena&ied. Ch, vi. v. 41. 
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honour. of one Supreme God, entitled to the exclu; 
five homage of mankind. 


AFTER marking this eflengial difference, it is juft to 
obferve, that the liturgies of both fyitems bear in o- 
ther particulars a clofe refemblance. There are fimi- 
lar altars, the fame incenfe and offerings, and the re- 
foect of the worthipper at both was exprefled by fimi- 
lar acts. The Jews had in the fervice of their temple 
dancing and finging women, who had a regular 
maintenance from the public funds of the church *. 
‘There is the fame eftablifhment at prefent in all the 
confiderable temples of the Deccan {. 


Tue fervants of the altar, were, in each country, | 
chofen only from one particular tribe, which was in- 
vefted with high rank, and fupported by a fixed con-: 
tribution from the reft of the inhabitants. Certain 
particular acts were neceflary before a perfon of the 
prieftly rank could perform any religious office. In- 
veftiture with the facred fring, a girdle and a ftaff on 
his fixteenth year, were neceflary to the confecration 
of a prieft. The twice-born all underwent at certain 
periods a fpecies of confecration which conftituted 
their fecond birth; and in confequence of it they 

, pee | enjoyed 


oa 


* And all Irael in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days 
of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the lingers, and the porter 
every day his portion. Neh. xii. 47. 


¢ Menu, ch. ii..v. 38, et infra. Exods mex 16; 
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enjoyed peculiar privileges ever after in the eye of 
the law. The Jewifh ritual mentions the * confe. 
cration of the priefts, the clothes of fervice, and the 
holy garments.” . 


THE code of Menu makes frequent mention o 
‘the twice born, which confift of fuch of the three 
higher-clafles as have been invefted with the facrifical 
thread. The language of the New Teftament, 
which metaphoricaily ufes the phrafes of ‘ regene- 
ration, and being begotten and born again,’? moft 
probably alluded to fome of the Jewifh rites that 
were analogous to thofe of Menu. 


Bur the deviations of the Jews from the worfhip 
prefcribed in their law were frequent. Their wor- 
dhip of images, and falfe gods, in the groves and 

high places, is charged againft them on many occa- 
. fions* : thefe were the practices of the furrounding 
nations. They muft recur to every perfon’s mind 
who has obferved the multitude of Hindoo images 
-upon fome of the rocks on the Ganges, and beneath 
the fhade of large trees. The houfehcold gods which 
_ were ftolen from Laban by his daughter, probably 
refembled thofe fmall images, particularly of the 
calf, of which the Hindoos are fill fo fond, and be- 

: fore 


* Judges, chap. vi. 
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fore which you fee them proftrating themfelves 
daily*. : 


From a coincidence of the cuftoms of thefe na- 
tions in fo many various and detached particulars, 
itis probable that through all the warmer climates 
of Afia, a confiderable fimilarity obtains in the man- 
ners of every nation ; and from the fingular ftability 
and permanency of their inftitutions, a minute exa- 
mination of them at the prefent moment will tend to 
eftablifh the truth of ancient hiftory. 


THe Jewifh and Hindoo fcriptures mutually illuf- 
trate and confirm .the authenticity of each other ; 
and the prefent cuftoms of the Afiatics proving fo 
perfectly fimilar to what we find related in both, 
adds greatly to the credibility of either, as leaft as a 

: faith- 


* The people here are guided by falfe prophets, and dreamers 
of dreams, in the fame manner in which we are told the Jews 
were +. A gentleman in the neighbourhood of Benares lately 
wifhed to have a place of worfhip removed from the vicinity 
of his houfe. He confulted the Brahmins whether it could 
be done, and came forward with a liberal offer. He receiv- 
ed no immediate anfwer, but one of their number gave out — 
that he had a place of greater fanctity for the poojah, reveal- 
ed to him in adream. ‘The people gave him implicit credit, | 
removed the pagoda, and the prieft received his promifed re- 
ward from the perfon for whofe accommodation the dream had 
been fent. 


+ Deut. Sill. 10, 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 171 


faithful record of manners. Parts of the Jewith 
hiftory, froin their oppofition to European iman-— 
ners, and their repugnance to our ideas, have 
been held up as objections to the authenticity of thefe 
records; on miany of thefe the Hindoo records be- 
ftow the fulleft credibility. 


-Tuart fevere law which ordained a woman to be 
{toned to death, who on marriage did not difcover 
the “tokens of virginity,” is inveftéd with the fulleft 
authenticity by perufing the Hindoo ‘code: In this 
we obferve fevere inflitions in the fame citcum- 
ftances ; and a whole chapter of régulations is de- 
voted to afcertain the punifhment of thofe “offences 
by which thefe tokens may be deftroyed*. 

In the fame manner, from the peculiarity of the 
Jewifh manners, and from the great damage fuppofed 
to be fuftained from eating impure food, it was cri- 
minal to offer it: and fince chaftity in a woman was 
fo effential in the eye of the law, to afperfe her on 
that head was punifhed with a fevere fine. The in- 
{ftitutions of the Brahmins upon thefe points are 
perfectly fimilar: whoever caufed a prieft to eat im- 
pure food, or drink wine, is fined, and in certain 
cafes is put to deatht; nor is he treated with lefs 
feverity who falfely afperfes the chaftity of a wo- 
man’s conduct. 


FrRoM 


* Vide Gentoo Laws, chap. 20. fe&. 5. paflim. 
+ Idem, chap. 11. fect, 6, 
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From thefe numerous coincidences of the man- 
ners and writings of the natives of this country with 
thofe of the antient Jews, it has been fuppofed that 
in fome former period an intercourfe was maintained 
between them. ‘This fome have concluded to have 
taken place during their abode in Egypt; others, 
with greater probability, have imagined that their in- 
tercourfe arofe from the refidence of the Jews in the 
dominions of the Babylonifh kings, who then pof- 
fefled the countries bordering upon Hindoftan, as we 
are informed by the facred books: “ Now, it came 
to pafs, in the days of Ahafuerus, (this is Ahafuerus 
which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over 
an hundred and feven and twenty provinces, &c.* ”’ 


* This paflage explains the caufe of the elevation of a Jewels, 
Either, to the Perfian throne, Vide Eft. ch. i. v. 1. 


4 SECT. 


SECT. XIX. 


THE AUTHORITY CLAIMED BY THE BRAHMINS. 


aesees#e#seee ee & 


Calcutta, Dec. 1798. 


THe facred books of the Hindoos* comprehend a 
more voluminous fy{tem of law, theology and moral 
{cience, than thofe of any other nation: the mytho- 
logy of the Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, feems 
only detached fhreds, when compared with thefe com- 
pendious volumes. 


Ir regulates not only the interior economy of 
every private family, but contains the whole fyftem 


of 


* A small portion of them only has yet been translated; a 
compilation by certain Brahmins, collected at Calcutta by 
Governor Hastings, and rendered by Mr Halhed into English, 
under the title of ‘ A Code of Gentoo Laws ;’ another pertion 
containing ‘ the Institutes of Menu,’ has been translated by Sir 
W. Jones. In the observations here offered, these sources of 
information are referred to as authentic. 


1 
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of jurifprudence, by which property is held, and the 
rules by which government itfelf is adminiftered. 
The Hindoos believe thefe books to contain trea- 
fures of infpired wifdom, and they a, fub- 
mit to their ordination the whole ftructure of fociety, 
and the neg ulacne of every part of it. 


Tue whole muft, however, be opcliaed as the 
moft complete fyftem of prieftcraft ever erected for 
the fubjugation of ‘mankind. Knowledge, in the 
nature of things, muit always acquire an afcendant 
over timidity and ignorance; and the chief pecu- 
liarity difplayed by the Afiatic nations is the lofty and 
impofing tone which it aflumes, and the fubmiflive 
-tamenefs and credulity with which every pretenfion 
to it is necalved by the people. | 


Tie fupreme powers, Legiflative, Executive, and 
Judicial, feem, under the Hindoo governments, to 
have been retained originally in the hands of the 
Brahmins. By them, the prince is ftyled the magi- 
{trate, and his powers in every department are mark~ 
ed out by the priefthood in the facred books, the in- 
terpretation, and perhaps the compofition of which 
was exclufively claimed by their order. 


Menu, the fon of Gop, himfelf a divine perfon,' 
-publithes by them his authoritative commands, to 
which the monarch feems to have been fubjected as 
much as any of the people. Government is in the 
ftricteft fenfe theocratical ; the Brahmins adminifter 

3 it 
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it, and are declared in the Scripture ‘ to be by right 
the chief of the whole creation*.’? The very birth 
of a Brahmin is a conftant incarnation of the God of 
Juftice: when a Brahmin fprings to light, he is born 
above the world, the chief of all creatures, affigned 
to guard the treafury of duties, religious and civil. 


Tue world and every thing it contains is declared 
to belong in fubftance to this order, for whom it is 
afferted’ to have been created ; and “ through the 


benevolence of the Brahmin other mortals enjoy 
life't.” 


THese claims, lofty as they certainly are, were 
not, perhaps, ill-fuited or difproportioned to the fim- 
plicity of thofe upon whom they were made; nor is 
it furprifing that the Brahmins interfered in the le- 
-giflature, and all the functions of government. 


By the Sacred Books, the magiftrate is not only 
directed when and how he fhall make war; but in 
the raifing and difcipline of armies ; and the choice of 
all his fervants, from the higheft officer of {tate to 
the loweft menial attendant. He is allowed no: ex- 
clufive or individual power, but is directed to choofe 
a certain number of counfellors, and “‘ to one learned 
Brahmin diftinguifhed among them all, he is charged 

to 


* Menu, chap. 1. v. 93. + Idem, v. 98, 99. 
t Idem, chap. v. ror. 
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to impart his momentous counfel, and to intruft té 
him with full confidence all tranfactions*.” 


TuE place of his refidence, and the choice of his. 
ambafiadors, are not committed to the difcretion of 
the prince; his inftractions defcend even to the no- 
mination of a domettic prieft, and to the payment of 
his menial fervantst. The quantum of taxes to be 
impofed on each clafs of inhabitants, is fixed with. 
confiderakle precifion ; different proportions of re- 
venue are to be drawn from merchandize, from 
agriculture, and from manual labour, all fpecified 
with a particularity that feems almoft to preclude 
difcretionary power in that important branch of pre- 
rogative. Upon the Bramin, however, no tax what- 
ever can be impofed: even in the cafe of crimes and. 
confifcation, none of his property can ever be feized’ 
by the prophane hands of the magiftrate. It muft 
go to the priefthood; “ for a king, though dying 
with want, muft not receive any tax from a Brahmin. 
learned in the Vedas.” 


Tue priefthood is not only exempted from all 
contribution to. the fupport of government, but a_ 
fupport from the ftate is decreed for them; all 
ranks are enjoined to make them prefents, the merit 


of 


* Menu, chap. vii. v. 58, 59. 


+ One ana a day as wages, are specified, vs 124. 
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of which is declared in certain cafes to be infinite ; 
and in all, better than offerings of holy fire*. 


Tue facrifices of the king are always to be ac- 
companied with gifts of different kinds to the Brah- 
mins, befides their legal provifion from the {ftate. 
The judicial power feems to have been vefted in this 
order; for though the king was allowed to decide 
bites perfonally, as in the feudal monarchies of 
Europe, he was always obliged to be counfelled by 
the Brahmins; and when not prefent, the whole j jus 
dicial power was exercifed by this order. 


_ Tue Hindoo governments feem then to have been 
hierarchical, in the ftri€teft fenfe of the word: whee 
ther the priefts pretended to receive their commands 
from Menu or Brigha, they were always abfolute 
over the people, who were as effectually ruled by 
them as the Romans were by Romulus when tutor 
ed by Egeria. 


THAT we do not now fee the Brahminical hier- 
archy in this plenitude of power, muft be afcribed to 


the conqueft of the country by a people hottile to 
this fy{ftem. 


WOOL, 4s: M In 


* Menu, ch. vii. v. 81. 
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_ In every thing, not relating to government, its in- 
fluence feems as powerful as ever: its dictates are as 
abfolutely binding upon the Hindoo in his eating, 
drinking, ablutions, and every part of his behaviour, 
as the decrees of fate. In Thibet, where the Chinefe 
government has made but few encroachments on the 
independence of that country, the Lama is not only 
a prince and king, but a Deity, worfhipped by vaft 
multitudes, even beyond the limits of his territory. 


Av whatever time the Sacred. Books.of the Hin- 
doos were written, ‘they contain numberlefs allufions 
to a ftate of fociety confiderably advanced in the 
arts’ of life: they-mention. towns. of eight cofs in 
length, or fixteen miles, ‘a circumftance ssxdkch im-_ 
plies a degree of population far exceeding that of the 
Jewifh nation at any period of their hiftory*. They 
eftabhih a sus gentium, or law of nations, more hu- 
mane and refined than has ever been adopted by any — 
people in the firft ftages of their union. Every man 
is forbidden to ftrike his foe with fharp arms con- 
cealed in wood; with arrows mifchievoufly barbed ; 
with poifoned arrows, or with darts blazing with 
fire: he is forbid to ftrike his enemy when alighted 
from his car, when he fues for life with clofed palms, — 
when he is afleep, or when he has loft his coat of 

mail- 


* Wiention is made of officers commanding an sehen and 
officers a thousand towns. 
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-mail*. Prifoners, it is true, were made flaves, but 
this was allowed in the brighteft periods of the Ro- 
. man hiftory. 


_ Tueir tolerance for the vanquifhed in matters of 
religion, feems far to outdo the indulgence of pagan- 
ifm itfelf; though impartial hiftory has declared it 
more accommodating than the Theifm either of the 
Jews, Chriftians, or Mahomedans. A belief of the 
unity of Deity, according to Mr Hume, as it im- 
plies the falfehood of all other fyftems, leads to in- 
tolerance towards their abettors, as infulters of the 
majefty of the Supreme Being. Be this as it may, 
the Romans generally permitted the conquered the 
worthip of their deities, and had_on fome occafions 
‘the complacency to aflociate them with their own. 
This higheft condefcenfion of European conquerors 
is {trictly enjoined by every Hindoo prince, who is 
commanded, after conquering a country, to refpeét 
the deities adored init, and their virtuous priefts ; he 
is bound alfo to eftablifh the laws of the conquered 
nation as declared in their books f. 


Tus injunction of their Scripture is not merely a 
fpeculative point of faith with the Hindoo, but ac- 
tuates his conduct. Numbers liften with filent re- 

M 2 {pect 


* The cases mentioned are more numerous, and breathe 
greater humanity than is practised at present by any people. 


+ Menu, chap. vil. v. 201, 202. 
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fpect to the Chriftians and Mahomedans, when 
worfhipping a Deity to them unknown: their con+ 
du& he deems pious and commendable ; and their 
fyftem, however good, the Hindoo is fatisfied muft 
be inferior to that perfect wifdom which breathes 
in his own. 


SECT. 


SE C y XR 
PECULIARITIES OF THE MUSSELMANS—THEIR CHARACTER 


oee8t © © @ © © 
4 3 = ce is 


Calcutta, “Fan. 1798. 


‘THe Mahomedans, by whom the peninfula of Hin- 
doftan was fo long held in fubjection, are ftill a nu- 
merous race*, and preferve a remarkable difference 
in their character and manners as well as their reli- 
gion. By the latter they are laid under no obliga- 
tion to early marriage, and this circumftance per- 
haps is the caufe of that diffolute condué with which 
both fexes are fo generally charged. By far the 
greater part of the females who live by proftitution, 
and in India they are very numerous, belong to the 
Mahomedan race. The men are, if poflible, full 
more univerfally diffolute ; fo that from a premature 
and exceflive wafte of their ftrength they are foon 
overtaken by the debility of age. 

a THEY 


* Some say the tenth part of the whole inhabitants. 
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Tuy are, notwithftanding the prohibition of their 
religion, often addi€ted to intoxication, by taking 
fpirits and opium, or the exceflive ufe of tobacco. 
Unaccuftomed to reftrain their inclinations, they are 
proud, irafcible, and vindictive. A few of them are 
generally employed as domeftics, in waiting: at the 
table, or in thé occupation of cookery, duties which 
the Hindoos, from fuperftition, are unwilling to per- 
form: many enlift in the native battalions; but 


whatever ftation they occupy, they are far more in- 
folent and troublefome than four times their number - 


heathens. You can by no means repole i 4 
oo the fame degree of truft that. you fately 
confide in a Hindoo; his fubordination muft be 
more rigid and unremitting. | 


Tuoucn their faith be theifm, and a much 
nearer approach to our ftandard of religious opi- 
nions, than the popular creed of the other natives, 


it does not appear that they are profited im their 


moral conduét by this circumftance: not one in an 
hundred is able to read his own Scriptures; and the 


number able to profit by what they read is full much » 
lefs confiderable. The idea therefore entertained by 
fome cf our divines, that the progrefs of Ilamifm 
over fo great a part of the world, is likely to pave. 
the way for that of Chriftianity, 1s rather to be ré-7 
garded as a fond conjecture, than a fat at all efta-- 


blifhed by experience. The Coran, it is true, al- 
lows confiderable authority to. our facred records, 


da) 


and acknowledges the truth of CHrist’s miffion as® 
a 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 183 


fubordinate prophet; but this has never influenced, 
the conduct of Muffelmans with lenity, or even for- 
bearance to thofe of that perfuafion. Every fyftem 
differing from their own, is regarded with equal ab- 
horrence and contempt. 


Hence has arifen that perfecuting and fanatical 
fpirit, which has ever marked the conduct of this 
people, whofe cruelties in attempting to convert the 
Hindoos, cannot be contemplated without horror. 
Even where his religion is not concerned, the man- 
ners of the moorman are frequently characterifed by 
brutality. The treatment of the Britifh prifoners 
taken by Hyder Ally, is perhaps unexampled for 
- deliberate and unprovoked cruelty, in the annals of 
hiftory. Some of the officers, after languifhing many 
years in prifon, where they were loaded with irons 
like the vileft criminals, were forced upon the fad 
alternative of engaging in the fervice of the tyrant, 
or of dying by poifon. In thefe noifome dungeons 
fome died of famine, many were driven to diltrac- 
‘tion by defpair, and many perithed by difeafe. In 
all cafes where this cruelty proved fatal, the victims 
were denied the honour of a grave; their bodies 
were thrown out, and devoured by dogs and vul- 
tures. The particulars of thefe enormities were 
committed to writing by an officer of great veracity, 
who was himfelf one of the few who furvived the 
outrage of that unrelenting mon{ter*. 
M 4 THAT 


¥ Vide Memoirs of the War, &c, 
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Tuat contempt for learning, with which thefe 
zealots are aCtuated, perhaps adds to the ferocity of 
their difpofition ; as it certainly deftroys every prin- © 
ciple of tolerance and liberality to fuch as follow 
a different fy{tem of religious faith. The privates 
taken by Hyder, from this caufe, fuffered a refine. 
ment of cruelty, equally difgraceful to the tyrant, 
and degrading in the eyes of thofe who were the 
unhappy victims of it: they were not only com- 
pelled to enter the fervice, but to undergo the painful 
initiatory rite to the religion of the delpottes.d-i ise 


In the practice of the Mahomedan worfhip, there 
is a number of rites equally frivolous and unmeaning 
with thofe of the Hindoos themfelves. Some of 
their holiday folemnities are difgraced by a ferocity 
to which the latter are happily ftrangers. The pro- 
ceflion at the Mohurram, a feftival in commemora: 
tion of the death of Hoffein and Haffen, is accom- 
panied with gladiators, who fight each other with 
daggers and fpears, to the great edification of the 
brutal multitude. In thefe encounters, which laft 
for ten days, blood is often fhed, and feveral lives 
loft ; for the tragedy which is begun in fhow, as zeal 
becomes more ardent and ungovernable, terminates 
often in all the horrors of reality. 


One difference between the Hindoo and Maho- 
medan fuperftition, is the more worthy of remark, 
becaufe it is attended with very important confe- 
inh | quences. 
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quences. The former, fo far from producing a 
foirit of profelytifm, pofitively admits of no converts, 
Any perfon profeffing a regard for its rites, is allow- 
ed to obferve them, but no degree of fincerity, or 
even zeal in thefe profeffions, will entitle him to any 
rank in fociety, or to affociate even with the loweft 
clafs. All religion, according to them, may be in 
fome refpects true and acceptable to the Deity, but 
to the Hindoo they appear fo inferior in purity to 
his own, that to affociate with their profeflors would 
| pollute and degrade him forever. 

A Hindoo of any rank, by chaging his religion, 
entails difgrace not only on himfelf, but on all his 
near relations, who lofe their caft, and live in perpe- 
tual exclufion from fociety. It is faid that one in 
this place lately made application to a chaplain in 
order to be baptifed, from this vindiGive motive, 
after having quarrelled with his relations. The 
chaplain very properly rejected his application as ut- 
terly repugnant to that iyitem which he meani to 
embrace. 


Tue Muffulman faith is in all thefe particulars di- 
ply: the reverfe. ‘The converfion of a heathen is 
one of the moft meritorious actions a Mahommedan 
can perform ; and there are no means however cruel 
or imnioral, which are not regarded as fanétified by 
this holy end: hence the intolerant zeal, and cruel 
perfecutions which have ever marked the progrefs of 
‘Mahommedan conquetts. 

A THESE 
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Tues two races of men, after living fo many 


centuries under the fame government, and in the 
fame fociety, gradually approximate in many of their 
opinions, and in fome points acquire a saklen of 
manners. ‘The Muffulmans in the fervice of Euro- 
peans, are nearly equally faftidious and averfe to any 
work which they conceive out of their routine of 
duty, under the pretence of its being incompatible 
with their caft. The man who dt ire hair will feel 
himfelf degraded by taking charge of clothes ; and 


he. who engages for the latter obje&, will for no | 


confideration condefcend to {weep the floor.; . The 
fervants who attend the table are conceived to move 
ina {phere too high for carrying an umbrella or 
a lamp before their mafter. This faftidious beha- 


viour gratifies at once their pride and their indolence. 


Too ignorant to conceive that there can be turpi- 
tude in actions not immoral, or to be convinced that 
real worth and cece muit arife from carefully per: 
forming the duties of their ftation, they prove, as 
fervants, equally faftidious, and lefs ufeful than the 


tinaok themfelves. The {crupulofities of rank, 


and caft, give an air of confequence to that ignorant 
people, nd the Mahomedans readily adopt a foible 
fo gratifying to their pride and indolence. This 
circumftance Obli liges Europeans, even of moderate 
rank, to keep up an eftablifhment of domeftics fu- 
pertor in number to that of a nobleman in Europe ; 
and after this trouble and expence has been incurred, 
he is much worfe ferved than he would there find 
himielf by two or three dome LICS. 


3 ANOTHER 
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AnoTHeER melancholy point of coincidence, in the 
fituation of thefe people, is the fmall imfluence which 
the religion of both has upon moral conduct. There 
is hardly any inftance in which the faith of either 
operates to direct him in the practice of juttice and 
mercy : and in the cafe of the Muflulman, there are 
a thoufand examples of his religion being made the 
pretext for violating their dictates. ‘The Mahom- 
edan fuperftition has a more feeble hold over its 
votaries even in urging them to a compliance with 
its own rites, than the Indian fyftem, either becaufe 
its negle& is not followed by fuch dreadful confe- 
quences, or becaufe the fyftem is lels mature, and its 
profeflors removed at a greater diftance from Mecca, 
the centre of its power, and the place where its full 
vigour is perhaps unimpared. From whatever caule, 
the Muffulman is certainly lefs a flave to his fupertfti- 
tion, than the Hindoo. ‘Though enjoined fobriety, 
he is frequently drunk; believing honefty to be a 
duty, he is often a cheat; and convinced of the ex- 
pediency of marriage, he lives frequently im the ha- 
bit of promifcuous debauchery. | | 


In their intercourfe with the female fex, the man- 
ners of both claffeg,of inhabitants bear a great fimi- 
larity. Female virtue among each, is fecured by a 
feclufion of the fex almoft totally from fociety ; and 
that by a ftriinefs and vigilance well fuited to the 
mean idea they entertain of their fidelity. “The man 
who is confcious of habitual frailty in himfelr, can- 
not eafily give credit to another for continence and 


felf- 
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feli-denial, virtues almoft beyond his conception. 
‘The Haram ‘and the Zenana * are therefore guarded — 
with equal folicitude, not only from the vifits of the 
males, but from the intrufion of every eye: and, 
perhaps, neither the Hindoo nor the Muffulman 
form a wrong eftimate of female virtue in the Eaft. 
Whatever virtue obtains there, mutt be either con- 
{titutional, or the effee of reftraint. What virtue, 
regulated by principles of duty, can be expected 
from perfons almo{t without education, who have 
been excluded from their infancy from every active 
{cene of life, where alone there can be felf-govern- 
ment, and where either virtue or temptation can 
alone exift? The women in Hindoftan feem ac- 
cordingly to poffefs but few ideas, and but little 
chaflity, Accuftomed to regard themfelves, what 
in fact they have ever been, merely the inftruments 
of fenfual pleafure, and the means of perpetu- 
ating the {pecies, that objedt engages the whole 
range of their knowledge, and conftitutes the fum of 
their duty. To them, this muft appear the great 
end of their being ; and if the idea of guilt or cul- 
pability ever meet them, it muft arife from their ne- 
glect of fo important a duty. To rely upon the 
prudence and felf-denial of perfons imprefled with 
fuch ideas, might eventually prove a greater mark of 
cr edulity than of wifdom. 


* 


tn 


* Among persons of rank only, 
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In thefe manfions of voluptuous indulgence, the 
~Rajahs and Mahomedan Nabobs fpend a great por- 
tion of their time, and feem to enjoy their principal 
comfort. Unaccuftomed themfelves to mental ex- 
ertion, perhaps the qualities of the mind are not ne- 
ceffary to their enjoyment. Their pleafure feems 
chiefly fenfual, and incapable of being animated or 
improved by thofe accomplifhments which are deem- 
ed fo neceflary by an European voluptuary. 


THE number of wives prefcribed by his religion 
to the Hindoo, is, I believe, undefined. The Ma. 
homedan is allowed four, with an infinite number 
of concubines ; the circumftances of each individual 
commonly determine the number of his Zenana. A 
poor man feldom incumbers himfelf with the fup-— 
port of more than one; and fuch marriages are in 
general the moft prolific, as well as the moft com- 
mon. In fuch circumitances, too, mutual affection 
feems moft frequent. It is pleafing to obferve with. 
what punctuality and cheerfulnefs thofe in the fervice 
of Europeans remit a little portion of their allowance 
for the fupport of their families, if abfent. Their 
fmall manfions, though guarded with lefs ftrictnefs, 
it is probable contain a larger ftock of virtue, than an 
expenfive train of eunuchs can preferve in the f{plen- 
did Zenanas of the prince. Hindoo women, of the 
lower ranks, efpecially fuch as are old or married, 
are not concealed with fo much folicitude as thofe 
of the moormen ; and from this circumftance, fome 

have 
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have fuppofed, that the whole fyftem of female con- 
finement is borrowed by the Hindoo from that peo- 
ple *. 


Burt from whatever origin this fyftem of female 
treatment may be derived, there can hardly be.a 
doubt of its unfavourable influence upon their .un- 
derftanding. Every part-of their conduct and con- 
verfation indicates a deplorable weaknefs of intellect 
and {terility of ideas. Human nature is not always 
confiftent ; nor are the efforts of the mind always 
_ proportioned to.our opportunities of exertion. Bred 
in fcenes of the. moft voluptuous. fenfuality, thefe 
Indian ladies exhibit on certain occafions the molt 
magnanimous and refolute exertion of fortitude of 
which hiftory records any example. When a Hin- 
doo of rank dies, or languifhes in a {tate which in- / 
dicates the approach of his diffolution, his favourite” 
wife affumes the dreadful purpofe of burning herfelf _ 
on the fame funeral pile with her hufband.. This 
refolution is formed with deliberation, and is de- 
clared to be voluntary and fixed, three feveral times 
in the prefence of relations. This is done that no 
advantage may feem to have been taken of the © 
tranfient ebullition of frantic grief, and that the per- 3 
fon devoting herfelf may have full time to refle@t on 
the important facrifice fhe is about to make to her 

affeCtions, 


* Vide Robertson’s Hist. Disquisit.. Append.; and Sketches 
of the Manners of the Hindoos. 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 191 


affections, or to the cuftoms of her country. No 
fooner is the purpofe finally declared, than it is 
pronounced irrevocable; and the heroic lady walks 
with firmnefs and. compofure to the funeral pile, 
which fhe mounts, after having dealt out her laft 
benedictions to her remaining friends. There is 
hardly an inftance of any individuall of thefe ladies, 
nurfed in the lap of pleafure, having fhrunk from 
this horrid trial of their fortitude, after it was under- 
taken ; and incredible as it may feem, hardly any in- 
{tance of their betraying fymptoms of fear, hefita- 
tion, or pain. 


Various caufes have been afligned for this unex- 
ampled fortitude, which perhaps is owing to the all- 
powerful effect of cuftom in this country, and the 
immediate -hope of entering on a ftate of exquifite 
enjoyment. An Hindoo no more thinks of evading 
the cuftomary rites of religion, than an European 
thinks of evading the unerring ftroke of death. Its 
dictates appear to him the call of an invincible ne- 
ceflity, to which he fubmits without reluctance, be- 
caufe unavoidable; and without choice, becaufe or- 


dered by the Brahmins. 


SECT. 


SECT: XXL 


HINDOO NOTIONS WITH REGARD TO MARRIAGE: 


{ 


Te ee oe ane ne ee | 


Calcutta, an. 1798. 


THe marriages of the Hindoo have frequently been 
defcribed ; they are here more univerfal, and con- 
tracted és an earlier period, than perhaps in any 
other part of the world. Parents are enjoined to 
marry their children before their eleventh year 5 and 
if no progeny is the fruit of the firft marriage, poly- 
gamy, which is allowed, but not generally practifed, 
is then cuftomary. The man marries another wife; 5 
and in the event of a wife’s death a third marriage’ 
is allowed, becaufe, according to the Hindoo faith, 
it isa matter of great confequence that every indi- 
vidual fhall leave a reprefentative who may perform 
the requifite ceremonies ; the Sradha for the repofe 
of his foul. | 


THis 
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‘Tus is deemed a matter of fo much importance, 
that a confiderable part of a man’s fortune is {pent 
in celebrating feftivals of this nature; and even 
where he poffeffes none, a pious Hindoo will rather 
borrow a fum, than omit fo momentuous a. duty. 
It ist or this reafon, that after a firft,and perhaps a 
fecond wife, have been unfruitful, aman is permitted 
to adopt a fon. This a@ confers all the advantages 
that refult from that relation, and among this Sabine 
it is performed with much folemnity. 


THE Hindoo who has no children of his ow vn, and 
Tefolves to adopt, affembles his relations, and thofé 
of the adoptive child. A large brafs plate * jis 
placed upon the floor, on which “thd child ftands, if 
fuihicienty old; if not, he is fuported by a Brah- 
min. ‘The Hitband and wife then fay, with a loud 
voice; “ Having no fon of our own, we with to 
adopt the child wha 1s now before you: we choofe 
him for our fon; and henceforward he has, and is 
to enjoy the fame richt to our fortune, as if he were 
begotten. by, and born by us; nor is he to expect 
any thing from his natural parents. In confirma- 
tion of re we fhall’ proceed to make our vows, if 
you who are prefent have nothing to’ object.” If 
thofe who affift give their approbation, the ceremony 
is completed by the hufband and wife drinking water 
mixed with faffron, and pouring part of it on the feet 

Vou. Levon N of 


* Sketches of the manners and customs of the Hindoos:. 
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of the child. ‘The tranfaction is recorded, and an at~ 
teftation of it figned before the company. Nor is 
the right of ney adopted fon defeated by the natu- 
ral offspring of the parents, fhould they afterwards. 
have children. On the contrary, he retains the he- 
reditary right, as firft born; and the parties far 
from repenting of what they have done, are. taught 
to believe that their fecundity is a blefling of Heaven, 
conferred on them,, for thus introducing a ftranger 
into their family. 


As the Hindoo bleves’ that the due prrformance 
of the ufual rites to his manes, tends to mitigate his 
punifhment i in a: future flate, he is extremely anxious 
to have children to perform: this: duty; hence he — 
deems fterility a fevere misfortune; or rather the in- 
fliction of offended Deity. On this principle, mar 
ried women fometimes wear a. {mall gold. Lingam* 
upon the neck or arm on this aecount too, worthip: 
is paid this ftrange deity to ebtain fecundity. “ Thofe 
who dedicate aerielnes to the worfhip of this deity 
{wear to obferve inviolable chaftity.. They do not’ 
deprive themfelves, like the priefts of Atys, of the 
means of breaking their vows ; but were it difcovers 
ed that they had been unfaithful to them, the punifh~ 

ment | 


* An image of produetive’ power, not to be explained. 
It did not occur to the legislators of the East, that any thing” 
natural could be offensively obscene. The worship of the: 
Lingam is therefore no proof of depravity of morals. Asiatig 
dXesearches, vol, 18. 
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tment is death. They go naked; but being con- 
fidered as fanétified perfons, the women approach 
them without fcruple, nor is it thought that their 
modefty fhould be offended at it. Hufbands, whofe 
wives are barren, folicit them to come to their 
houfes, or fend their wives to worfhip at the tem- 
ples ; and it is believed that the ceremonies obferved 
on thefe occafions are productive of the defired ef. - 


fect * 9? 


However difcordant fuch rites may appear to 
European notions of decorum, they ate by no means 
fingular in the annals of fuperftition. The figure of 
Phallus was confecrated to Ofiris and to Bacchus: 
at the feftivals of the former it was carried by the 
women of Egypt, as the figure of Lingam is at pre- 
fent by the women of India. | 


Tu ceremonies connected with marriage are ex« 
tremely numerous, and mutt prove expenfive to the 
poor. They commence in the infancy of the par- 
ties, and are again renewed when the bride arrives 
at the age of puberty: another fet of obfervances 
are gone through when fhe becomes pregnant; others 
ftill when fhe paffes the feventh month without acci- 
dent ; and laftly thank{giving is returned to the god¢ 
for he fafe delivery. Among the rich, fome of thefe 

ae feftivals 


* Sketches of the. manners and custems of the Hindoos:' 
vol, iki Pp 2135 
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feilivals continue feveral days, and coft the parents 
immenfe fums. 


AgourT ten days after the birth of a child, it un- 
ergoes a- rite fomewhat relembling baptifm. The 
relations are afflembled ; and. if, after examining the 
planets, the Brahmin avide the omen favourable, he. 
takes water from a number of pots provided for 
the purpofe, and fprinkles the child’s forehead, while 
he gives it a name; and the ceremony concludes 
with prayers to the gods, prefents to the Brahmins, 
and alms to’ the poor, 


Ons of the hott fahurdry of their inflitutions or 
dains, that all mothers fhall fuckle their own. child- 
ren; a duty from which nothing but ficknefs can 
exempt them. At a certain age each youth, be- 
longing to the three fuperior cafts, receives a ftring, 
which he wears round his neck, which indicates his. | 
rank* ; when, this, which feems to correfpond with 
the igo virilis of the Romans, is affumed, new cere- 
monies are obferved, and frefh prefents are made to 
the Brahmins. So deeply is fuperftition encrafted 
on the whole hier of life, that there is no age nor 
condition in which the pricfih ood does net profit by 
the piety or fuperftition of. the people. 


ss manner in which the ereater po ee of the 
children of the poor are educated, is not unworthy 
of notice: thofe of better fortunes are taught by 
Brahmins, 

* Called the Zonnar. 
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Brahmins, in a pandal, or room, made of beams and 
leaves of the palm tree. The youth ‘fit on mats 
fpread upon the floor. The books are made of 
leaves’; and the penis ufually a pointed inftrument, 
with which the letters are engraved. The paln 
leaves ufed for this purpofe are cut into {tripes about 
an inch broad ; their furface is hard and fmooth, fo. 
that the writing may be preferved almoft for any 
period of time without being effaced. Until they 
have made fome proficigniey,: the boys write upon 
the fand with the finger, as already defcribed ; and 
in this way M. Zigptialds the celebrated’ diem 

who firft gave a diCtionary of the Malabar language, 

acquired his knowledge of that tongue. iAsteitin letic 
is added to the accomplifhments of reading and’ 
writing, in the ordinary courfe of -education, and 
the calculations are perfor med by the means of peb- 
bles or {mall fhells. 


Arter this previous difcipline, the Hindoo youth 
is prepared to enter upon his profefiional duty ; but. 
of this he has no choice, every individual adhering 
to that of his family *.—Of the education of the 
native women, we are but little informed. Their 
| range of duty in fociety is fo limited, that the years 
-of their infancy are probably fpent in learning the 
ceremonies of their religion, and a few dortieAie du- 

N 3 ties, 
% 

* This peculiarity is noticed by Diod. Siculk—Non enim 
fas est, militem agrum colere, nec philosophare artificem, —. 
Jab, 2d. cap. roth. 
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ties, in which we fee the females afterwards engaged. 
Drefs and finery, thofe copious fources of female 


{tudy, are here hardly known; at leaft they are al. 
ways uniform, and fo extremely limjted as to leave 
no room for invention. 


Ir is not the praétice of the Hindoos to give any 
dowry on the marriage of a daughter; on the con, 
trary, when a girl is demanded of her father, and his 
confent obtained, a prefent is made to him by the in- 
tended hufband, as a token that fhe thereafter be- 
longs to him, This probably was originally a pur- 
chafe ; as was the cafe among the early Romans, 
who were in the ancient law faid to acquire them 
foemptione, as they did afterwards by the ceremonies. 
of confarreation, | 


Tue confinement of the Hindoo women, and the. 
general purity of their manners, give little room for 
diffolving marriage by divorce. Death is the ufual 
manner in which that conneétion ceafes; and here 
it was formerly a received opinion, that one of the 
wives of a great man fhould burn herfelf with her 
deceafed hufband. The influence of the Mahome- 
dan government, and ftill more that of the Bri- 
uth, has tended to difcourage a practice fo repugnant 
to humanity and reafon. Every argument of diffua- 
fion has been ufed by them, and frequently with ef- 
fet. A Rajah in one of the Britith provinces hav- 
ing been dangeroufly ill, it was communicated to the 
sommanding officer, that his wife, in the eyent of 


his 
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his death, intended to burn herfelf upon the fame 
pile. The Rajah had an only child about five years 
of age. The European commander built his areu- 
ment on this circumftance; and difpatched a native 
to reprefent to the widow, after the deceafe of the 
Rajah, the danger to which her fon muft be expofed, 
if left to the doubtful care of ambitious relations, 
who had often attempted to difturb the peace even of 
his father: that to live for ‘his fake would be pre- 
ferring an important and natural duty to an unna- 
tural and imaginary one; and that by difcharging 
the office of a tender and prudent mother, fhe would 
beft prove her affeCtion and refpeét for the memory 
of her deceafed hufband. ‘He was Tfkewule defired 
to fignify to the Brahmins, that fhould they attempt 
to proceed to the ceremony, an officer who com- 
manded a neighbouring garrifon, would prevent i. 
The fear of fome public a& of violence prevailed 
with the priefts, and not the areuments; with thefe 
they were highly offended, and even affected to treat 
them with much contempt. ‘The Rajah died, and 
the widow being a woman of fenfe and merit, was 
afterwards of infinite ufe to his fon. 


Havine thus a claim to the protection and good 
offices of the perfon, who, it may be faid, had forced 
her to live, fhe through his means enjoyed a degree 
of refpect and confideration, which, according to the 
cuftoms of the country, fhe muft otherwife have loft. 
She obtained from him feveral marks of indulgence 

IN 4 , fetes ict 5 
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for her fon; and in one of her letters the exprefles 
herlelf to the following effed ; 


“¢ WHEN you recollect that I am his mother, and 
that you prevailed upon me to difhonour mytlelf for 
his fake, you will ceafe to be offended at me foli- 
citing this favour for him. You forced a duty upon, 
me which does not belong to our fex; if I fail in 
the execution of it, I fhall be the reproach of all who 
are allied to me; if I fucceed, and this country flourith, 
my offence may be forgotten: my happinefs depends 
upon you; on mine depends that of many; con- 
fider this and determine*,” 


Some few of the Hindoos inftead of burning, bury 
the dead; as the Mahomedans, For this we have 
the authority of feveral travellers. It has not come - 
within my obfervation ; but Bernier, after mention- 
ing women who burn themfelyes, fays ; ** This con- — 
dud, however cruel and barbarous, is exceeded b r 
what the Brahmins do in fome other parts of India: 
for inftead of burning the women who with to die 
with their huibands, they inter them alive up to the 
chin, and then two or three fall upon them to choak 
iiem. tidak ) 


Notwirustanpinc the acknowledged tempe- 
yance of the Hindoos, there are among them few 
inftances 


bg Vide Sketches, &e, Vol. ue p. 52. 
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inflances of extraordinary longevity. Even thofe 
who are permitted to eat ineat, are enjoined to do it 
{paringly. ‘Their meals are only two; a. circum- 
{tance favourable to health, but which feems to give 
them a lefs decided advantage over the Muffulinans 
than might be imagined. 


Every Hindoo believes, that after death his foul 
pentinues to exilt, and to animate fome being more 
or leis dignified, according to his paft life ; and that 
after undergoing a number of metamorphofes, fuf- 
ficient for its purification, it will be abforbed into the 
divine eifence. Some, it is faid, “ believe that their 
fouls are. fent back to the fpot where their bodies 
were burnt, there to wait till new bodies are pre- 
pared for their reception, This was one of the 
opinions of Plato, which feems to have been adopted 
by the primitive Chriftians ; for an ordinance of’ the 
church of Rome forbids having lights, or making 
merriments in the church yard at night, left they 
fhould difturb the fouls that might come thither.” 
It feems alfo to have been a notion of the Jews, that 
the human foul animated feveral bodies fucceflively, 
and that a man.in the prefent life might fuffer fom 
the punifhment of guilt contracted. ma previous itate 
of exiltence. 


Tue. drefs of the inferior part of the natives has 
already been noticed ; that of the higher ranks does 
not exclude magnificence nor elegance. Both Ma- 
homedans and Hindoos of bbe wear. a" Jama, 

or 
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or gown of fine muflin, neatly fitted to the body im 
the upper part, and floating loofely from the middle, 
as low as the feet. TheYormer ties his Jama on the 
right fide of the breaft, and the latter on the left: 
over this is fometimes worn a fhort clofe veft of 
worked cotton, or filk, braided with fmall flowers 
of filver or gold. The turban, the girdle, and the 
flippers, are the moft highly ornamented parts of 
drefs. Thefe are not only embroidered with gold 
and filver, but are fometimes adorned with precious 
ftones. The prefent Nabob of Bengal, on days of 
ceremony, difplays an aflortment of jewels and 
pearls on his drefs to aconfiderable amount. Quin- 
tus Curtius has, in a few words, given a pretty ac- 
curate defcription of the drefs of a Hindoo Rajah. 
‘<< Veltis*erdt guro purpuraque diftinta, que etiam 
crura velabat: aureis foliis inferuerat gemmas: la- 
certi quoque et brachia margaritis ornata erant. 
Pendebant ex ie infignes candore et magni- i 
tudine lapilli *. 


Tue drefs of the women does not vary more than 
that of the men, the chief diftinction confifting in 
the finenefs of their cloth, and the value of their 
jewels. ‘They in general wear a clofe jacket, which 
only extends downwards to cover the breafts, but 
completely fhews their form. It has tight fleeves 
which reach about halfwa ay from the fhoulder to the 

elbow ; 


* Lab. Be, cape 1; 
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elbow; and a narrow border round all the. edges 
painted or embroidered in different colours. A 
piece of white cotton cloth wrapped feveral times 
round the loins, and falling down over the legs to 
the ankle, ferves as a petticoat. A wide piece of 
muilin is thrown over the left fhoulder, which pat 
fing under the right arm, is croffed:- round the mid- 
dle; and being tucked under the cloth wrapped 
round the loins, hangs down to the feet, One end 
of this cloth is fometimes fpread over the head, and 
ferves for a veil. The hair is rolled up into a knot 
upon the back part of the head, where it is faftened 
with a gold pin and ornamented with jewels *. 


THoss mental accomplifhments, fo highly prized 
in the ladies of Europe, are avoided by the Hindoos, 
as injurious to that fimplicity of manners, and dad 
corous behaviour, which they i mpl render them 
e{timable in their nemailiee : few of them are taught 
to read or write. ‘The dancing women rang a 
fJeparate clafs, and live under che protection of go- 
yernment according to their own particular rules. 
Such of them as are deftined to be the votaries of 
pleafure, are taught every qualification which they 
imagine may tend to captivate and entertain the 
other fex. In the code of Hindoo laws there are 
fome provifions made in their favour, 

Tue 


* Sketches of the manners and customs of the Hindoos, 
wol, ii. p. 46. 


204 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


Tue drefs of thefe women is various and fantaftiz 


cal; they generally wear, befides the drefs of other — 


females, a fort of loofe drawers like troufers ; they 
are fubject to no -reftraint either in eating or drink- 
ing, excepting the article of beef. Their ankles and 
toes are decorated with gold and filver rings, to which 
they fometimes attach {mall bells, 


SECT. XX. 


"EFFORTS OF EUROPEANS IN THE CONVERSION OF THE 
NATIVES. 


Calcutta, Dec. 1796. 


Every European nation that has hitherto acquired 
territorial poffeffions in India, as if convinced of the 
deiiructive influence of the Brahminical fyftem on 
knowledge, induftry, and virtue, have laboured with 
confiderable perfeverance and zeal in order to refcue 
dts votaries from that ignorance and degradation in 
which this fuperftition has involved the great body 
ef the peopie. | k 


Misstonarirs have been fent out from Europe to 
reclaim the natives from their error, both on the part 
of government, and of individuals; but no fruit has 
been reaped from their labours, in any degree corref- 
ponding to the hopes of the pious, or the liberal con- 
tributions of the parties concerned. The Portuguefe, 
in the firft fervour of their zeal, engaged in this un- 

dertaking 
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certaking with an alacrity that feemed worthy of its 
importance. ‘Their worthip, by the number of its 
fhowy rites, being in fome degree affimilated to that 
of their own country, might appear well fuited to 
captivate the attention of this fimple people, though 
it might not greatly enlarge the underftanding ; yet 
have the effects produced in India by all their endea- 
vours invariably proved inadequate to the. expec- 
tations formed by the projectors in Europe. 


Tue great St Francis de Xavier himfelf, who was 
long regarded as the apoltle of the Eaft, and who 
was believed by many to have wrought miracles in 
this field of pious induftry, has left but {canty proofs 
of his fuccels. Though the number of his nominal 
converts was fo confiderable as to obtain for him the 
honour of canonization after his death, yet it cannot 
be affirmed that he has added much to the knowledge, 
induftry or virtue of the poor pariahs, who liftened 
with devout admiration to his difcourfes. 


His. refidence in India, during a period of tet 
Years preceding 1552, is faid to have been fignalifed 
by a number of converfions vin Goa, Comorin, Ma- 
lacca and-Japan ;. but the prefent ftate of chriftianity 
in thefe, parts, affords but {mall corroboration of the 
preternatural gifts that have been afcribed. to this 
great man. The annals of the Portuguefe church 
in. the Eaft, in this period, are as frequently dif- 
graced by credulity-and bigotry, as they were in the 
parent ftate, 

2 THE 
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Tue Dutch, though that nation has’ been long 
more diftinguithed for its avidity in the purfuits of 
commerce and the accumulation of wealth, than for: 
zeal in diffleminating religion, has not left the tafk 
untried of converting the natives of its dominions 
in Afia. Chaplains have been regularly eftablifhed, 
not only in Batavia, but at Chinfura and Calcapore 
m Bengal. At the former fettlement, I have not 
heard of their fuccefs; but in the two latter, the 
eircum{tances of the furrounding inhabitants, being 
the fame with thofe of our own, their labours have 
been equally unprofitable. 


A. fociety of well difpofed perfons in Britain col- 
fected a fund many years ago, and fent out miflion- 
aries; and though that eftablifhment ftill fubfifts in 
Calcutta, no converfions of any moment have ever 
dignified its labours. It has for fome time been 
united with a Danifh fociety, formed upon a fimilar 
plan, and with the fame views: after thus combining: 
their efforts and their refources, the miflion is at pre-~ 
fent in a more languifhing ftate than ever. An ele- 
gant church has been erected, but none of the na- 
tives, even of the loweft caft, have as far as I can learn, 
ever condefcended to come under its roof: the edi- 
fice is therefore ufed as one of the ordinary places of 
worthip for the Englifh inhabitants. Excepting a few 
ef the pariah tribe in the neighbourhood of Madras,. 
who are fometimes feen liftening to the difcourfes 
of the Miflionaries, with much greater appearance of 
wonder, than of intelligence, the apoftles of the eaft 

cannot 


908 INDIAN REGREATIONS, 


cannot boaft of having gained to their fociety, even 
thofe unfortunaté Hindoos, who have been debarred 
all communication with the reft of mankind. 


Tsaese confequences are the unavoidable refult of 
the labour of | converfion, as it has been hitherto car- 
fied on in India; and by every perfon acquainted 
with the fituation of the Hindoos, they muft have 
been forefeen: Neither the zeal of our Miffionaries, 
nor that of their employers, has been direéted by 
knowledee. | : 

Wuen the Spaniards are faid to have converted — 
thoufands of the native Americans in a day ; and their 
clerey to have adminiftered the ‘ceremony of baptifn 
to fuch multitudes, that they were no longer able to 
lift their hands, their enthufiafm impofed upon them- 
felves, and led them to impofe upon the world. 
‘Thete new converts to chriftianity could in no fenfe : 
‘merit that honourable appellation. In ordef to their — 
being chriftians, it was firft requifite to make them 
realonable creatures, a title to which favages, with 
hardly a fingle intellectual idea, have furely but little 
elaim. 


Tre firft fruits of the American vineyard, were 
therefore, ufelefs, by being premature. The ac: 
quiefcence of the fimple convert, in doGrines to him 
incomprehenfible, could be attended with no altera- ! 
tion either of belief, or of condu€t; no additional — 
light was conveyed to his underftanding, nor any 

new 
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new motive fupplied to influence him in the practice 
of duty. His name and appellation were alone 
changed ; and if there be any virtue in charms or 
names, he was a complete believer from his child- 


hood. 


Were, therefore, the whole body of the multi- 
tude of Hindofton, from caprice, or views of intereft, 
at once to abandon their fyftem in the prefent ftate 
of their intellectual improvement, the circumftance 
might be a triumph to the miffionaries: but it 
could by no means be conftrued into a victory to 
truth ; nor would the number of real chriftians be 
augmented by this apoftacy. In their prefent igno- 
rance, not of religion, but of every moral precept, 
to lay before them the fublime doétrines of chritti- 
anity, is to violate its prohibitions, by “ cafting pearls 
before {fwine.”’ 


_ THtat mental degradation, and univerfal ignorance 
which I have already noticed as characterifing the 
lower ranks of the Hindoos, muft be previoufly re- 
moved before they can either comprehend, or profit 
by any religious doctrine whatever. When therefore 
the miflionary pitches his tent, and harangues them 
in the lofty ftrains of Ais gofpel eloquence, his labours 
have been followed by effects fuited to their prudence. 
In Europe, where the circumftances of this people are 
not attended to, or perhaps not generally known, 
much regret is exprefled at this uniform want of 
fucceis in the work of converfion. You are furprifed 
ons f. O tha, 
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that miracles; are not wrought, in an age in which 
you protels to believe they have ceafed. 


In his prefent {tate of ignorance, and under the 
terror of excommunication from the Brahmins, by 
whom all his opinions are implicitly guided, the 
converfion of a Hindoo may certainly be regarded, as 
a thing fomewhat miraculous. To fuppofe him able ~ 
to comprehend the doctrines of chriftianity, and at 
liberty to embrace them, while no converts have been 
made by them, during a period of near two hundred 
years, in which they have been preached; would be 
to aflert that they were inferior in value, or fupported 
by lefs evidence than the doétrines of that fyftem to 
which he continues to adhere. The doctrines of 
chriftianity are addrefled to us “¢ as wife men,’? who 
are commanded to ‘ judge what they fay:’? it is 
therefore no objeCtion to them, that there may be a 
degree of ignorance below their comprehenfion, and 
a degree of fuperititious fear, which their allurements 
but 1] underftood, cannot overcome. 


THERE mult, in every mind, be fome degree of 
information, and fome ftrength of intellect, before a_ 
preference can be give to any arguments, or any — 
fy{tem of opinions to another—Over total ignorance 
truth has no power. 


In Greece and Rome when the pagan fyftem gave 
way to that of chriftianity, a large portion of the peo- — 


ple were capable of comprehending its doctrines, and 
| of 
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of eXamining the evidence by which they are fupports 
ed. A general knowledge both of the one and the 
other, were diffufed before their reception. The 
circumf{tances of the people, were almoft in every re- 
Ipect the reverfe of what they are in India. They 
were neither attached to their theological fyftem, nor 
its practical rites by any infurmountable prejudice. 


It was a fabric conftructed in a rude age; and the 
increafe of knowledge, in fubfequent times, had wide- 
ly expofed its groffnefs and imperfeétion. Horace, 
Juvenal, and Lucian, had lafhed the abfurdities of the 
fyftem, and the charaéters of its gods, with equal 
freedom as thofe of their fellow fubjects ; and before 
their time, the worfhip of other gods or performing 
different rites was rather deemed a mark of fuperior 
piety, than of any malignity of heart againft the eftab- 
lithed deities of the ftate. When therefore a fyftem 
of more rational piety, or finer morals, was publicly 
announced, it met with a fair difcuffion; and the 
empire of Jupiter was vanquifhed by that of truth. 


Tue moft dignified characters in the {tate who were 
chofen to perform the functions of religion, difcharg- 
ed their office with outward gravity, and much in- 
ward indifference: they beheld with little averfion the 
advancement of a new fyftem, from which they dread- 
ed no evil. There was no numerous hereditary priett. 
hood to oppofe its introduction; or who forefaw in its 
eltablifhment the downfall of their order. All thefe 
circumftances, in the condition of the natives of India, 

| O 2 are 
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are either different, or diametrically oppofite. Here 
no collifion of opinion has ever awakened their cu- 
riofity or fharpened their intellects. No books ever 
reach their hands, to convey information; not even a 
newfpaper is printed in the native language; and, 
if it were, only a few of the higher ranks could per- 
ule it. Of all abftraét ideas, the multitude is almoft 
entirely deftitute: to a people in this ftate, it is in 
vain to propofe abftradt doétrines for difcuffion. 
‘Phere is hardly any fo fimple, as they fhall under- 
ftand, and hardly any too grofs for their belief. 


UNFoRTUNATELY for them the Brahmins will 
not allow them to exercife the fmall degree of reafon 
they may poffefs. Any departure from the cufto- 
mary rites, is held up as of all things the moft finful, 
and not to be expiated by the fevereft punifhment. 
Thus the attachment of the Hindoo to his faith and 
worthip, is guarded equally by his ignorance and his 
fears : and it is the care of the priefthood, who are 
here the fole guides of opinion, to keep him under 
the compleat dominion of both. They watch to pre- 
ferve ignorance, not to diffeminate knowledge, every 
inlet to which is guarded as clofely as the avenues of 


death. 


From thefe caufes no degree of fuccefs has ever 
fignalized the labours of European miffionaries in 
any part of India. They feem, at laft, weary of fo 
fruitlefs an attempt, and have either defifted from the 
purfuit, or carry it on with a liftlefs indifference, 

ee which 
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_ which gives no countenance either to the withes of 
the pious, or to the lofty expetations of miffionary 
zeal. On the Malabar coaft, and in the Mylore, fome 
of the lower claffes have attended the miffionaries, 
and have yielded a kind of affent to their doétrines, 
if affent can be given to what is not underftood. 


Av different periods, the fervour of zeal, or the ef- 
fufions of humanity, have broke forth, and produced 
new efforts in favour of the natives: but thefe tran- 
fient exertions have often languifhed before they 
reached fo diftant a fcene of action; or they have 
been overborne by that indolence and diffipation 
which fo frequently characterifes Europeans in the 
Eaft. There has lately been devoted to this fervice 
twenty thoufand pounds, a larger fum than any yet 
contributed by any individual: three miffionaries, 
fupported by the intereft of this fund, are intended 
to be fent to Benares, the great ftorehoufe of the 
Brahmin fuperftition; there to combat its ufurpa- 
tions at the very center of their power. Among the 
beft informed part of our fociety, no fanguine ex- 
pectations are entertained, that this project will ter- 
minate more fuccefsfully than thofe which have pre- 
ceded it. 


WHILE viewing the great mofque at Benares, | 
received a letter from a clergyman in London, ac- 
quainting me that this project was for the time laid 
afide, from a refufal of the Court of Directors to al- 


low the miffionaries to dapart for India. ‘They fui- 
QO 3 pected 
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~ pected that the perfons chofen would mingle politics 
with religion. No wife man can regret that thefe 
perfons were prevented from attempting a tafk 
which has uniformly difappointed all ee predecel- 
fors. 


Tue beft informed perfons here are fully of opi- 
nion, that to increafe the influence of pure religion 
among the natives, you muft begin by improving 
their knowledge ; which can only be effeéted by in- 
flrucing the youth. Happily the natives have no 
averfion to commit their children to the tuition of 
Europeans: they are rather ambitious that they 
fhould acquire the accomplifhments of reading and 


writing Enelifh, as the means of enabling them to 


profecute fome lucrative branch of trade, or of in- 
roducing them as upper fervants in the employ of 
the Britifh, The Hindoos will not indeed allow 
their children to eat or fleep under the fame roof 
with Europeans ; but they fuffer them to remain at 
a day {chool, which, for thefe purpofes, is fufficient. 


So much is this their defire, that there are feveral 
of their children now taught by Europeans; and 
many more fuch of the natives themfelves as un- 
derfland a little Englith, Where neither of thefe op- 
portumities can be afforded, there are many inftances 
of PETES bocks in our language being found in 
their houfes, and copies for writing, purchafed by 
thofe who imagine they may acquire 0 branches 
of knowledge by their own private application.. The 


prefent 
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prefent affeflor of the taxes, paid by the natives in 
the town of Calcutta, has not only perfonally wit- 
neffed all thefe particulars, but has been engaged in 
the inftruction of the children of fome natives of 


diftinction. 


Lue Hindoos of all ranks are extremely averfe to 
part with their money, except to the Brahmins: the 
' teachers appointed behoved, therefore, to be provid- 
ed with a falary to be increafed by the contribution 
of fuch natives as could afford to pay for the inftruc- 
tion of their child. In every other cafe, the benefit 
of knowledge would be more acceptable to the na- 
tives by being conferred gratuitoufly.. 


In this manner the children of half a million of 
people in Calcutta might be taught to read and 
write: and a foundation laid for putting into their 
_ hands plain inftructive books of morality and natu- 
ral religion: and he pays chriftianity a bad compli. 
ment, who imagines, that it will not recommend it- 
felf to fuch as are tolerably acquainted with thefe 
Lubjects. | 


LPuereE has always been much difficulty in finding 
fober and diligent Europeans, willing to confine their 
profpects to the paintul drudgery of teaching in In- 
dia. The tafk of inftruing the native children 
might probably prove the moft irkfome of any. The 
profpect of making a large fortune in the cotton, 
filk, or indigo bufinefs, however uncertain, has al- 

O 4 way, 
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ways fufficient attractions to withdraw perfons of edu- 
cation from a line of life unjuftly deemed unimpor- 
tant and degrading. 


ty the prefent circumftances, this obftacle “could 
eafily be furmounted in Calcutta. The children 
born to Europeans by native women, are every year 
increafing in number, and employment for them will 
' foon become a matter of ferious attention : they are 
at prefent excluded by the regulations, from any ap- 
pointment in the fervice of the Company, civil or 
military. ‘Their education, and their limited ambi- 
tion, feem to point them out as the moft proper per- 
fons for the tuition of the native children ; while 
their numbers are more than fufficient to fupply eve- 
ry appointment of this kind, which either the bene- 
volence, piety, or zeal of the prefent age appear like- 
ly to fuggeft. The contemplation of a meafure of 
this kind, is the more pleafing ; becaufe if it shall 
ever be adopted, it will place in a ufeful profeffion a 
numerous clafs of unfortunate youth, who for no 
fault of their owny have been abandoned by their 
progenitors on one fide; and on account of their 
chriftian education, excluded from the fociety cf 
thofe on the other. Had one half of the fum been 
beftowed in this manner, which has been expended 
in haranguing the ignorant multitude, by {till more 
ignorant miffionaries, very different confequences 
might have been the refult: at all events, the con- 
tributors to the meafure, would have the fatisfa@tion 
of having the exercife of their benevolence, approved 

by that of their reafon. 
SECT. 


SECT. XXII. 


THE MAHOMEDAN FESTIVAL OF MOHURRUM. 


Calcutta, Fan. 1798. 


THe ferocity and enthufiafm which charaéterifes the 
Mahomedans in this country, is particularly difplayed 
during the feftival of Mohurrum. This is the name 
of the firft month of their year, during the firft ten 
days of which all the followers of the fect of Ali, 
lament the death of Imaum Hoffein, the fecond fon 
of that prophet, by Fatima. 


On the death of Ali, who was affaffinated, a dif- 
ferent houfe fucceeded to the Caliphat ; in the reign 
of Yezzed, the fecond of his family, the inhabitants 
of Cufa fent an embafly to Hoflein at Medina, te 
requeft him to aflume the government, and to affure 
him of their fupport. Hoffein, upon this invitation, 
fet out from Cufa with his family, and a confiderable 
number of troops. Yezzed receiving intelligence of 


his 
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his march, difpatched after him an army of 10,000’ 
men, which occupying the ground between him and 
the river Euphrates, cut off his fupply of water. 
This event, in the fultry climate of Mefopotamia, 
where life even with that neceflary article, can 
{carcely be fupported againft the exceflive heat, 
brought on the crifis of his fate. His adherents, 
terrified at the profpect of perifhing with thirft, for- 
fook him in fuch numbers, that he foon found 
himfelf at the head of only a fmall retinue of fe- 
venty-two perfons, chiefly his relations. 


AFTER fuffering various diftreffes, and encoun- 
tering feveral fkirmithes, this fmall, but determined 
band, was furrounded on the tenth of Mohurrum by 
the army of Yezzed, and entirely cut to pieces. In 
this little troop, Afher, the infant fon of Hoffein, 
was killed by an arrow, in the arms of his father: 
and Hoflein himfelf at laft fell, exhaufted with fa- 
tigue, and fainting under numberlefs wounds. His 
tent was plundered, his women infulted, and _ his 
head was carried to Damafcus, the refidence of his 
rival Yezzed. | ‘ 


ALL thefe events are reprefented by the Mufful- 
mans and their priefts during the Mohurrum; on 
the firft day of which the latter mount the pulpits, 
and begin the recital of the life and aétions of Ali, 
and his fons Haffun and Hoffein, defcribing particu- 
larly the melancholy circumftances that attended the 
fate of the latter, with all the pathos of which their 

elo- 
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eloquence is fufceptible. The effect of thefe har- 
rangues on the enthufiaftic multitude is remarkable ; 
‘they ftrike their breafts with frantic violence ; they 
weep ; they exclaim, ah Hoffein, Heif az Hoffein, 
alas for Hoflein! Some parts of this tragical ftory 
are in verfe, and recited or fung in a doleful ca- 
dence. 


Durinc each day of the folemnity, fome parti- 
“cular act of the ftory is reprefented by people feledt- 
ed for perfonating the different chara¢ters concerned. 
Efhgies, and large machines are carried in procef- 
‘fon through the ftreets : crowds follow, perfonating 
the armies of Yezzed, and of Hoffein, each under 
‘their refpective banners and enfigns. One pageant 
‘reprefents the Caliph Yezzed feated on a magnifi- 
cent throne, and furrounded by his guards: every 
part of the machinery, though conftructed merely 
for the occafion, is burnifhed with filver and gold; 
and in point cf grandeur and fplendid fcenery, 
the whole exhibition probably furpaffes the fhowy 
proceflions in the Roman Catholic countries of 
Europe. 


On fome occafions, the facred pigeons, which 
the pious Muffulmans believe carried the news of 
Hoffein’s death to Medina, are reprefented with their 
‘beaks dipped in blood, as a confirmation of their 
intelligence: on other days the horfes, on which 
Fofiem and his brother Abbas, are fuppofed to have 
rode, are reprefented to the people, and are painted 

as 
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as covered with wounds, and ftuck full of arrows. 
By thefe reprefentations the zeal of the multitude is 
railed to a degree of ardour approaching to phrenzy ; 
fome voluntarily inflict wounds upon themfelves ; 
fome engage in conflicts with daggers and {words, 
and feem to court death: many in the courfe of the 
Mohurrum are flain; and as often as this happens, 
it is their uniform belief, that the fouls of the de- 
ceafed are inftantaneoufly wafted to Paradife. The 
pious Mahomedan, it is faid, abftains almoft en- 
tirely from water during the ten days of this folem- 
nity, m commemoration of the dreadful fufferings 
endured by this faint from the want of that ele- 
ment; many abftain from the bath, and from 
changing their cloaths during that period of forrow. 
On the tenth day the coffins of thofe flain in battle 
are brought forth, ftained with blood; on them are 
laid the feimitar and turban of the deceafed, adorned 
with feathers. After the corpfe have been folemnly 
iterred, the priefts mount the pulpit, and again read 
the tragical hiftory; and the whole fervice is con-. 
cluded with pious curfes and imprecations upon the 
Caliph Yezzed, and all his adherents. 


Hossrin.—This holy Imaum is believed not only 
to have been a faint, but a martyr; and throughout | 
the whole hiftory he is dignified with the appellation 
of Sheheed, (martyr.) It is their firm belief alfo, 
that he foreknew his deftiny, but fuffered a volun- 
tary death, as an expiation for the fins of all who 
believe in his name, and are the faithful followers of 

Alt. 
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Ali. All, therefore, who truly lament the death of 
their Imaum, or pioufly commemorate his fufferings, 
it is held, fhall find acceptance at the day of judge- 
ment, and the remiflion of their fins. So great was 
his power, it is afferted, that had Hoffein exercifed 
the divine energy communicated to him, the whole 
world could not have prevailed againft him; but on 
his part his fufferings and death were voluntary, that 
his followers might obtain everlafting life. Hence 
among the followers of Ali, it is an effential point of 
faith, that at the day of judgment, Fatima, the mo- 
ther of the two faints Haffun and Hoffein, will pre- 
fent herfelf before the throne of God, with the 
head of the latter in one hand, and the heart of the 
former in the other, demanding abfolution and par- 
don in their name for the followers of Ali; nor is it 


doubted that God will grant her requett. 


THE fplendor and magnificence with which this 
folemnity is obferved in Perfia*, and throughout 
Hindoftan, conftitutes an article of heavy expence 
to individuals. The Nabob of Bengal laft year ex- 
pended on the pageantry of this ceremony what 
would have been an independent fortune to a mo- 
derate man; and even the common people, his no- 
minal fubjects, difcovered a liberality in their con- 
tributions which they never difplay on any other 
occafion. 


* Franklin’s observations on 2 tour to Persia. 


ACERE- 
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A. ceremony fo fplendid and expenfive, accortt- 
panied with a degree ‘of zeal far more ardent than 
they have decal among themfelves, fails not to 
attract the notice of Europeans- They generally 
turn out on their firft vifit to India, to fee the fpec- 
tacle and combats during the Mohurrum; and no 
one who feels an intereft in. human acpehoile can 
be an unconcerned fpectator. The pious mutt la- 
ment, that fo much zeal fhould be direéted to a 
wrong object; and that a faith fo lively fhould be 
fot er lee by truth. Every man, friendly to the 
interefts of virtue, muft regret that future happinefs, ” 
or the favour of Heaven, fhould be held up as at- 
tainable by other means than the practice of plety or 
morality. : 


In a political view, the celebration of the Mohur-. 
rum for fo long a period as ten days, muft be re- 
garded as pernicious to induftry, and expenfive to 
the people; while the gentle and humane affections, 
which every good government fhould cherifh, muft 
be weakened or effaced by the annual reprefentation 
of maflacre and bloodthed. | 


SECT: 


SECT. XXIV. 


RELIGIOUS RITES. 
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Mirzapour, Dec. 12, 179%. 


In order to have a more complete knowledge of the 
practical rites in fuch univerfal refpect in this coun- 
try, I this day went to hear prayers from a celebrated 
devotee of that clafs, called Faqueers among the na- 
tive Mahomedans, and Saniaflee by the Hindoos. 
The profeflion fomewhat refembles that of the Men- 
dicant Friars in Europe: it is aflumed by all the 
claffes as well as the Brahmins; and feems to be 
adopted chiefly from indolence and pride operating 
on weak minds. ‘This religious man has long at- 
tracted the veneration of the ignorant; and the 
means he practifes for this purpofe feem perfeCly 
fuited to operate upon minds of their flender and 


dark complexion. 
His 
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His face was painted red, interfperfed with white 
patches ; his body covered with robes adorned with 
fhining fhells and rings ; his whole countenance and 
manner indicated a mixture of vanity and frantic 
pride which defies language to exprefs. He dif- 
covered evident marks of fatisfaction at our coming 
to vifit him; and feemed to entertain no doubt that 
we felt much veneration for his facred perfon. He 
offered up prayers to the Supreme Being, in our fa- 
vour, if thofe howlings and frightful gefticulations 
which he exhibited, can merit that appellation. He - 
held feveral holy manufcripts of Sanfcrit Scripture 
in his hands, which he frequently pretended to read, 
but to us he appeared totally blind, and is faid to 
have never been capable, even in his youth, to read 
that language. His long beard was of immenfe 
bulk, and plaited with additional hair, fo as to tie 
in wreaths about his neck. 


Tuts frantic votary of fuperftition conftantly fat 
in a {mall inclofure refembling a pig-ftye ; and op- 
pofite to him there ftood a fmall altar covered with 
various images of the gods, who are the objects of 
popular worfhip. Behind him ftood a facred cow, 
which the piety of the natives enabled him to keep 
well fed, and in good order. In his company there 
are always two or three natives, who feemed to feel 
peculiar admiration of his fan@ity, and who, it is 
 faid, were receiving initiatory inftru€tion, as a pre-_ 
paration for embracing the fame profeflion. Vows 
of abftinence, and of celibacy, are ufually taken on 

entering 
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entering into this holy order, which appear to have 
been the original of the monaftic vows fo well known 
iv Europe. Indeed, the corruptions of chriftianity 
among every ignorant people, aflume a ftrong re- 
femblance to the fuperiftitious obfervances of the 
Hindoos. There is in both the fame ignorance 
and contempt of moral duties ; the fame veneration 
for images, holy water, and frivolous rites; the 
Jame difcrimination of days, of food; and a fimilar 
multiplicity of objects of worfhip. 


Tue Faqueer, of whom I now fpeak, on being of. 
fered money, displays anger, and a contempt for that 
article, too marked to be fincere: his reafons for re- 
tufing it, were however fufficiently plaufible : « What 
need, faid he, have I of money? I no fooner appear 
among the people, than they pioufly fupply me with 
every thing I want ; I am as independent as a king.” 
When his {mall {tore of fubfiftence is exhaufted, he 
fallies forth from his cell into the public market 
place, uttering the frantic gefticulations and cries of 
his piety. There the multitude crowd around, and 
give {mall contributions of money and provifions; 
and fo deep is their ignorance and delufion, that this 
is a fource of fupply which he can never exhauft. 
It is extremely unfortunate, that the induftry and 
wealth of the people fhould thus be fubjected to 
a continual wafte, which, in its effeés, can only 
contribute to confirm their ignorance, and ftrengthen 
the ties of flavery, by adding to them the bonds of 
fuperftition.. Hardly any clafs of the people is pro- 
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hibited from embracing this idle and pernicious life ; 
and while indolence and pride are predominant fea- 
tures in every character of Afia, they muft operate 
as powerful motives for its adoption *. 


‘Sevrran young perfons attended this religious 
cell, with a view of initiation to its rites; they are 
diftinguifhed by their perfect nakednels, and the ex- 
pofure of thofe parts of which modefty enjoins the 
concealment. Their numbers are in fome. of. the 
upper provinces fo great, that the patient and. cre- 
dulous liberality of the natives is inadequate to their 
fupport ; from want, therefore, they iffue from their 
rétreats in the wodds and mountains, to the annoy- 
ance of all induftry in the diftri€@; and their fup- 
preffion by military force is one of the moft frequent 
and arduous efforts of the police. 


THerrr number even here is confiderable; but as 
they generally are fingle individuals, they make few 
violent attacks upon property. Adjoining the cell, 
which I have attenipted to defcribe, there.is another 
devotee feen fitting in the open air upon the ruin of 
-an old Hindoo temple, which has been undermined 
by the Ganges. He alfo is in puris naturalibus, 
only his body is wafhed over with a compofition of 
afhes and cow dung ; and he is remarkable for a vow 
that he has made of living upon afhes as his food. 

: ee This 


* ‘Their number has been estimated at 110,000. 
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This aftonifhing violation of the di€tates of nature, 
it is faid, he faithfully adheres to, only ufing the ne- 
ceflary precaution of mixing up his afhes with a little 
{weet milk. ‘Sitting in fackcloth and afhes, was a 
well known expreflion of forrow and repentance 
among the Jews: how far they may have been in- 
debted to the Hindoos for its origin, I do not pre- 
tend to determine. It is certain that many of the 
cuftoms of Hindoftan nearly refemble thofe of an- 
cient Egypt and Judea; and the conjeéture that 
thefe nations, and after them the Europeans, have 
derived much of their knowledge, and many cuf- 
toms from India, is daily receiving eftablifhment 
from new facts and ssinepensiona difcovered in this 
country. 


THE antiquity of the Hindoo religion, learning, . 
and civil inftitutions, is, I believe, at prefent con- 
tefted by no perfon of information ; while the extent 
of their attainments, and the value of their acquis 
fitions is conftantly controverted upon more folid 
grounds. Hardly a fingle art in Europe has de- 
rived its improvement from our knowledge of India. 
The religion, aftronomy, jurifprudence, and moral 
icience of the country is daily becoming better un- 
derftood, but nothing has’ yet been er fuperior, 
or even equal to our own. And it is farther to be 
remarked, that every thing valuable in knowled ge is 
here confined to the few From every thing dike 
{eience, the vulgar are wholly excluded, as a boon 
to them uncommunicable. To the rational comforts 
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of religion, they are utter ftrangers, unlefs the ob 
fervance of the painful ceremonies of theirfuperftition,. 
by foothing their terrified imagination, or gratifying: 
their religious pride, can come under that idea. 


Tur exaggerations of Oriental attainments im 
icience and learning, which fo often appear in print, 
are to be afcribed to that admiration and furprife’ 
with which men view monuments of ancient tafte 
and literature. Contemptible as the progreis of 
Hindco {cience and rehgious knowledge has been, 
when compared to the duration of that people, they 
are full entitked to our mdulgence and refpe&. For, 
whatever reafon we may have to regard the religion 
we profefs, as more dignified inits origin, and more 
rational in its precepts, we ought not to look upon 
the fincere believers of another, with feverity or con- 
tempt. ‘Fo hate or defpife any people, becaufe they 
do not profefs the fame faith with ourfelves, or be-« 
caufe they have not made the fame attainments in 
knowledge, is to violate the humane and liberal fpi-_ 
rit of our own fyftem; which enjoins charity and_ 
benevolence to all... If, of them to whom much hag 
been given, much fhall be required, forbearance 
and mutual love muft be expected from Chriftians 
on the moit equitable grounds; becaufe thefe duties 
conflitute a fundamental part of their religion. 


In my different ftridtures on the Hindoo manners, — 
LThave purpofely avoided any difcuffion of their ab-— 
{tract theological tenets, and their fimilarity or dif 
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ference with thofe of Egypt and Greece. ‘hefe 
enquiries have ever appeared the moft fruitlefs and 
unprofitable in the whole field of feience. ‘To pur- 
fue the abfurd fictions and puerile wanderings of the 
human mind in rude ages upon .this myfterious fub- 
ject, isa difficult tak; and though attainable, is per- 
haps the leaft ufeful upon which the mind can be 
employed. We are as yet too little acquainted with 
Sanicrit books, to determine what was the ftate of 
religion in Hindoftan in the earlier ages ; and when 
@more complete knowledge of thefe writings is at- 
tained, we fhall probably difcover a few well known 
fentiments, difguifed by a mixture of abfurdity and 
error; ond dhall find that the Hindoos, as well as 
every other people, have, by the improvements of 
of icience, reached the knowledge of fome ufeful 
truths, while, in other inftances, they have been led * 
altray by its illufions. 


ir is comfortable to reflect, that amidft fo deep a 
gloom of ignorance and fuperftition, in which fo 
many millions of our fellow creatures jin this part 
of the world are involved, there fhould be found 
fo little fubverfive of fociety, and fo much that 
deems tO promote its ends. Human victims to ap- 
peafe divine wrath, are not now often facrificed in 

any part of Hindoftan, whatever might have been 
practifed in ruder periods. ‘he acing made at 
the temples, confift of money, fruit, awe rice, 

Bis si incenfe, 


230 INDIAN RECREATIONS, 


incenfe, and fpices, with the offering * .made at the 
new and full moon, on account of the dead, called 
the fraadha. | 


In their facred writings, mention is made of the 
facrifice of the Horfe, of the White Elephant, of the 
Bull, and even of Man: but the animal ‘to be facri- 
ficed mutt, to be acceptable, have fo many peculia- 
rities, that it can never be found.. This humane 
commentary of the Brahmins scsi the exercife 


of cruelty 7. | ; 


Ir is fortunate, that in a country where the great 
body of the people are occupied by the rites of a 
worfhip fo grofs and illiberal, a few fhould retain a 
knowledge of the Supreme Being, and worfhip him 
without the intervention of images, in a manner 
fuited to his nature. The followers of the Nar- 
genny Pooja, or worthip of the invifible, are deifts ; 
men of cultivated minds, on whom the grofs fables 
of the Brahmins have no hold. One of them, a 
perfon of rank and property in Calcutta, informed 
me, that feveral men of rank and education were of 
that perfuafion, and acknowledged no deities but the 
Creator and Governor of the world; whofe fervice 
was the obfervance of the laws of morality. In 
every country, the progrefs of knowledge moderates, 

and . 


* Vide Sketches of the manners of the Hindoos. 


+ Asiatic Researches, Sir W. Jones’ Discourses. 
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and fometimes. overpowers fuperflition among the 
{uperior ranks, | 


TuoucH fuperftition. mixes with ‘every action of 
a Hindoo’s life, yet there are ftated times for public 
worthip, at which the people, after having bathed, 
relort to the temple. When they come from the 
Tank, they leave their flippers on its bank, and are 
admitted to a veftibule before the temple, where the 
idols are placed. There amidft the profound re- 
verence of the people, the Brahmins perform the 
ceremonies of worfhip; whilft the dancing women 
periorm their exercife in the court, finging at the 
fame time the praifes of the divinity, to the found of 
various inftruments. 


Tue Hindoos, in the exercife of individual and 
private devotion, as well as public, found a bell, 
and blow a conch or fhell. Then too, they have 
an idol of gold, or filver, or wood, placed upon > 
a throne; a cenfer is kept continually burning. 
The idol is wafhed in a metal bafon; and cups 
containing rice, fruit, and fweetmeats, are placed 
before it; in the mean time, the worfhipper is re- 
peating his prayers; and the Bramin, after having 
marked the forehead of the idol with a colouring 
fubftance, impofes a fimilar one on the worfhipper. 
Hence, in walking along the ftreets, you meet the 
people with marks of various fhapes and colours, 
according to the fe¢t and tribe of each, The cere- 
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mony concludes by dividing the fruit and fweetmeats 
among thofe prefent, and carefully wrapping up the 
idol and his throne, which are laid up till another 
act of worfhip is to be performed, 


SECT. 


SECT. XkKY. 
©F THE CRUELTY OF THE MAHOMMEDANS IN INDIA. 
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Allahabad, 1798. 


Yue muffulman, probably owes his ignorance of all 
polite learning, more to the exclufive zeal and bigot- 
try of his religious fyftem, than to any defect of na- 
ture. All knowledge but that of the Coran, to him 
appears not only profane, but heretical and finful. 
Thofe who differed from the all-fufficient fyftem of 
his faith, were deemed not merely contemptible, but 
odious: hence his pious enthufiafm decreed war and 
deftruction again{t mankind, and the recorded know- 
ledee of paft ages. A competent knowledge of the 
arts and fciences, befides its intrinfic value, and the 
immediate advantages it confers upon fociety, gene- 
rally beftows alfo its beft ornaments. Generofity, 
politenefs and humanity, have always been the at- 
tendants, if not the effects of literature. 


Scilicet ingenuas didiciffe fideliter artes 
Emollit mores, nec finit offe feros. 


Had 
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Hap the Roman poet lived in our days, he might 
have illuftrated his maxim by the hiftory of the Mo- 
guls : their ignorance and contempt of learning has: 
ever been accompanied with cruelty and barbarity to 
the vanquifhed. When that people, under Zengis, 
had fubdued the northern provinces of China, it was 
ferioully propofed, not in the hour of victory and 
paflion, but in calm deliberate council, to extermi- 
nate all the inhabitants of that populous country. 
The execution of this horrid defign was averted, by 
the dextrous management of a mandarin, who en- 
gaged their avarice in behalf of his countrymen, by 
reprefenting the immentfe riches thefe provinces would 
ists by the pr ncmive of their manufactures. 


“In the cities of Afia, fays Mr Gibbon *, the in- 
human abufe of the rights of war, was exercifed with 
a regular form of difcipline: The inhabitants who 
had .{ubmitted to their difcretion, were ordered to 
evacuate their houfes, and to affemble in fome plain 
adjacent to the city; when a divifion was made of the 
vanquifhed into three parts. The firft clafs confitted 
of the foldiers of the garrifon, and of the young men 
capable of beari ing arms; and their fate was inftantly 
decided : They were either maflacred on the fpot, 
or enlifted among the Moguls, who, with pointed 
{pears, and bended bows, had formed a circle 
round the captive multitude: The fecond clafs 

compoted 


* Decline and fall of the Roman empire, vol. iii, p. 367- 
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compofed of the young and beautiful women, of the 
artificers of every rank and profeflion, of the more 
wealthy or honourable citizens, from whom a private 
ranfom might be expeGted, was diftributed in equal 
and proportionable lots. "The remainder, whole life 
or death was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were 
permitted to returu to the city; which in the mean 
time had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; and 
a tax was impofed on thofe wretched inhabitants for 
the indulgence of breathing their native air. 

“< Sucu was the behaviour of the Moguls, ‘when 
they were not confcious of any extraordinary rigour. 
But the moft cafual provocation, the flighteft motive 
of caprice or convenience, (he might have added 
zeal, ) often provoked them to maflacre a whole people. 
The ruin of fome flourifhing cities was executed with 
fuch unrelenting perfeverance, that, according to 
their own expreflions, horfes might run without 
ftumbling on the ground where they once ftood. 
The four great capitals Khoraffan, Maru, Neifabour, 
and Herat, were deftroyed by the armies of Zengis ; 
sand the exact account, which was taken of the flain, 
amounted to 4,347,000 perfons.”’ 


Timur, the founder of the dynafty lately on the 
throne, was educated in a lefs barbarous age, and in 
the profeflion of the Mahomedan faith; but the zeal 
of the miflionary feems to have filenced the dictates 
of humanity. His profeft admirer and _hiftorian, 
Sherefeddin Aly, informs us that he maflacred in his 
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camp before Delhi, 100,000 Indian prifoners whe 
had {miled when the army of their countrymen ap- 
peared in their fight. Several lofty towers were eree- 
ted by him of human feulls; and, for thefe {tructures 
ifpahan furnifhed 70,000, while Bagdat was condem- 
ned after a revolt to fupply 90,000 heads *. In imi- 
tating fuch favage montters of his nation, the celebrat- 
ed Attila might juftly aflume the well-earned epithet 
of the Scourge of God, as a title of his royal dignity. 
Did not our own experience, and the prefent conduc 
of the Moguls, fo ftrongly countenance thefe facts 
recorded in hiftory, it would be almoft impoflible to 
yield our affent to their truth. Since the arrival of 
many Europeans now in India, actions equally bar- 
barous have been committed under theirleye, though 
the weaknefs of the prefent Mahomedan princes 
may have confined the extent of their cruelty to a 
siarrower f{phere. ‘The fortune of war has placed feve- 
ral European and native detachments in the power of 
yder Ali and of Tippoo, and the treatment they in 
general received was equally inhuman, and perhaps 
as mecredible as any of the above. In detailing facts 
that fo deeply affect the character of a whole people, 
you have a right to the beft authority. I fhall gladly 
reheve myfelf from the refponfibility, by giving you 
vhe very words of a refpectable officer, who has been 
himfelf a witnefs to the fufferings he defcribes, and 
which he has had the misfortune to fhare. 

3) aay SE THE 
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* Fue Chief, to whom Colonel Baillie held up 
the flag of truce, treated it at firft with contempt,: 
and at the fame time endeavouring to cut off the Co- 
lonel. A few minutes after this, our men received: 
orders to lay down their arms, with an intimation 
that quarter would be granted. This order was no 
fooner complied with, than the enemy rufhed upon 
them in the moft ferocious manner,: feven eighths ot 
the whole were put to the fword; and but fot the 
humane interpofition of the Ketnah commanders, 
Lally and Pimoran, who implored and infifted with 
the conquerors to fhew mercy, the gallant remains 
of our little army muft have fallen a facrifice to that 
_favage thirft of blood with which the tyrant difgraced 
his victory. 


‘¢-WuiLe the enemy’s horfe and elephants march- 
ed again and again in barbarian triumph over the 
field of battle, the wounded and bleeding Enelifh, 
who were not inftantly trodden to death by the feet 
of thefe animals, lingered out a miferable exiftence, 
expofed in the day to the burning rays of the verti- 
cal fun, and in the night to the ravages of foxes, 
jackals, and tigers, allured to that horrid feene by 
the {cent of human blood. Many officers, as wel! 
as ptivates, {tripped of all that they had, after pro- 
tracting hour after hour, and day after day, in 
pain, miferably perifhed: others rifing, as it were 
from the dead, after an incredible lofs of blood, 
which induced for a time the moft perfect infenfi- 
bility and ftupefaction, found means to rejoin their 

friends 
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friends in chains, with whom they were deftined for 
years to fhare the horrors of a jail, rendered {till 
more dreadful by frequent apprehenfion of that af- 
faflination, which they had the moft undoubted. 
proofs, had been practifed on numbers of their fel- 
low fufferers, difperfed in different places of con- 
finement, throughout the dominions of a barbarous 
enemy. 

‘© Many of thefe unfortunate officers were, in fact, 
cut off by poifon, after fuffering every indignity - 
which the moft wanton cruelty can inflict. Under 
thefe hardfhips, feveral died, and were caft, not into 
a grave, but into. a jungle, where the jackals de- 
voured their emaciated carcafes. Some were driven 
to madnefs, a few were compelled to embrace, at 
leaft outwardly, the Mahomedan religion, and. were 
forced to fubmit to the diferaceful rite of initiation. 
This was in general the fate of the boys ; who were 
intended to recruit. and improve the army of the 
conqueror. Their lot was, perhaps, the moft ex- 
cruciatine of all; fince it was embittered, not merely 
by perfonal fuffering, but by a feeling of degradation 
and felf-reproach for their involuntary apoftacy.. As 
often as they were feen by their countrymen, from 
the jail, performing the exercife under the lath of 
their mafters, and in Mahomedan drefs, tears from’ 
fhame, rather than from pain, were feen to drop 
from their eyes. | 


“THAT 
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“'THatT this treatment was not more characteriftic 
of the tyrant’s cruelty, than that of his flaves, the 
prifoners witnefled many mortifying proofs. The 
men who carried the doolies of the fick, as well as 
fome others of the lower cafts of people in Hyder’s 
dominions, frequently reviled them in terms too 
grofs. to be repeated. They told them that they 
fhould be forced to eat their own dung, and ex- 
prefled their hope, ‘‘ that when they arrived at the 
place of deftination, Hyder would not fail to put 
them té death.” | 


You will, from declamations you hear againft 
European rapacity in the Eaft, be led to attribute 
thefe feverities to the antipathy, or revenge of the 
Myforean king ; but it does not appear, that in fimi- 
lar circumftances, he would have treated his coun- 
trymen, or even his own fubjects with greater hu- 
_manity. The emperors of Hindoftan have always 
been in the habit of treating their enemy with cruel- 
ty; and the head of a fallen foe has ever been the 
moft grateful prefent a dutiful fubje& could offer to 
his fovereign. ‘Stratagems, treafons, and maflacre, 
comprehend the whole fcope and range of Indian 
politics; nor is the man who fuccefsfully prattifes 
them, regarded with fo much abhorence as admi- 
ration. When a defpot dies, hereditary fucceflion is 
not fo invariably the rule of fupplying the vacant 
throne, as the power or addrefs of the competitors : 
and the elevation of a fon to the Mufnud is the 
fignal of death to all his brothers. During the moft 


flourifhing 
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flourithin& period of the Mogul = the hypo- 
critical Aurengzebe wrefted the iceptre from his own 
father * > and oe him for life in his’ palace, 
by the inftrumentality of his grandfon. While the © 
ulurper committed this outrage lagainft filial duty, 
he was religioufly wbulhigpng at the tomb of his 
vrandfather Acber; and, as the reward of his trea- 
ion, he enjoyed the throne of Hindoftan for near half 
a century, and tranimitted his name as an example, 
fiot as a warning, to his pofterity. The prefent em- 
peror, after having his eyes put out by his rebellious 
fubjects, fuffers daily indignities worfe. thad death 
to a mind of any fenfibility. 


THE prefent Nabob of Oude, after the elevation 
of his brother, had frequent attempts made againit 
his lite by poifon; which he endeavoured in vain to 
retaliate in the fame manner; nor have either of 
thefe mtended affaflins forfeited the efteem or alle- 
giance of their fubjeGs. It is firmly believed, that 
the fhort reign of Vizier Ali, which intervened be- 
tween that of the brothers, was marked by two dif- 
ferent attempts to murder the Englifh officers, and 
the Governor-General. Colonel Dow, unable to de- 
ny this propenfity to cruelty, or contrevert fuch a. 
train of facts, endeavours to palliate it by urging the 
neceflity laid upon every individual of royal birth, 
wwio has no alternative between the throne or a grave; 

but 


* Shab Jehan, vide Dow's Hist. Hindostan. 
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but this very neceflity originates in the cruel maxims 
of Mogul government; and the dreadful effec of 


cruelty, is by him inadvertently held up to palliate 
its guilt, 


O SECT. 


SECT..XXVI. 


OF SOME DETACHED CUSTOMS AMONG THE NATIVES. 


Mirzapour, Dec. 9, 1798. 


Aw European on firft beholding the cottages of the 
Hindoos, is ftruck with the meannefs of their ap- 
pearance. ‘The whole {tock of furniture and clothing 
of a family, make a very humble ftore to fupply the — 
wants of fix or eight perfons: but thefe wants are in. 

general proportioned to the means-of fupply, and in 
a year of ordinary plenty, a native of this country ts 
not much more at a lofs for the neceffaries of life 
than an European. A family that has never drank any 
thing ftronger than water, nor eat a more fubftantial 
meal than rice and vegetables, is placed as nearly as 
human beings can be beyond the reach of fortune. 


AmipstT all their penury, therefore, the Hindoos 
apparently enjoy a larger fhare of domeftic comfort 
than could be looked for in fuch circumftances. 

The 
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The members of a family, like thofe of the ftate, pay 
implicit fubmiffion to the head of it; and look up to 
him with great refpect. There are here few inftances 
of undutifulnefs to parents; fo far otherwife, a fon 
will not fit down in the prefence of his father, un- 
_ lefs he receives his command fo to do. The women 
are remarkable for gentlenefs and fubmiffion: their 
feclufion fromi fociety is, among the lower ranks, but 
partially inforced *, and whére it is moft rigid- 
dy adhered to, probably occafions little regret, as 
ideas of happinefs are much influenced by habit; and 
a Hindoo female is equally furprifed how enjoyment 
fhould be found in company, as an European lady 
can be at her bearing the horrors of confinement. 
Expofed to few of the afperities of life, and ftrangers 
to ambition, a native family enjoys not only tranquil- 
lity, but contentment and cheerfulnefs; and even 
under defpotic government, is perhaps lefs frequently 
difturbed in its noifelefs tenor of life, than one in the 
fame {phere in Europe. 


fn the private merrymakings of the Hindoos, great 
afe is made of mufical inftruments, as well as vocal 
O2 performances. 


* From every enquiry I have made of the inhabitants in the 
interior parts of India, I find where there are few strangers they 
do not confine their women. The people are naturally shy, and 
from religious prejudices refrain from intercourse with stran- 
gers. Dr Robertson is probably well founded in his conjecture, 
that the degree of restraint in which the Hindoo women are 
Kept, is borrowed from their Mahommedan conquerors. 
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performances. ‘The airs are fimple and not unplea. 
fant. Fire works have been a principal amufement 
at public rejoicings from the earlieft periods. Fire | 
balls, or blue lights, employed in befieged places, to 
obferve the motions and pofitions of the enemy du- 
ring the night, are in ufe all over India, and in 
greater perfection than in Europe. In thofe parts 
that have never been vifited by Europeans or Ma- 
homedans, rockets are found, a weapon almoft of 
univerfal ufe in Indian war. ‘This inftrument con- 
- fifts of a tube of iron about eight inches long, and 
an inch and a half in diameter, clofed at one end. 
It is filled and faftened to a bamboo about the thick- 
nefs of a walking cane, and about four feet long, 
which is pointed with iron. At the oppofite end of 
the tube from this point, is the match: the man 
who ufes it, points the end of the fhaft which is fhod 
with iron, to the object at which he aims; and fet-_ 
ting fire to the match, it flies off with great velocity. — 
From the irrecularity of its motion, the rocket is 
difficult to be avoided, ‘and it fometimes acts with 
confiderable effect, efpecially among cavalry. 


Tue late embafiy to China, has eftablifhed the 
great proficiency made by that people, in every | 
{pecies of fire-work, and particularly m their noctur- 
nal illuminations ; yet it does not appear, that either — 
they or the Hindoos were acquainted with the ufe of 
artillery before the Europeans. In the Gentoo laws, 
there is a prohibition of the ufe of fire arms, but the 
words fo tranflated, may be equally truly rendered 

ering 
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arms of fire: Mention is made in Sanferit of the- 
tagney, or the weapon that kills an hundred men at 
once, which has been tranflated cannon; but thefe 
expréflions afford hardly any proof of ‘the Hindoos 
being poffefied of fuch a difeovery. Guns are now 
ufed over all Hindoftan, and had they been end 
common at the period when the country was firft vifit- 
ed by Europeans, there can hardly be a doubt that 
they would have attracted their obfervation. 


Tue final folution of that queftion which has been 
confiderably agitated of late, whether the eaftern or 
Huropean nations firft underftood the ufe of fire arms, 
will probably reft in favour of the latter ; a fubftance 
poflefling many of the properties of gun powder, was 
known in Afia long previous to its difcovery in 
Europe, but it does not appear to have been applied 
much to the improvement of the art of war; and for 
the ufe of artillery, not at all: 


SEVERAL Changes in that art are however certainly 
introduced in Afia. The ufe of chariots is frequents 
ly mentioned in the Sanfcrit writings, and from thefe 
it appears that the infantry were placed in the center, 
cavalry on each flank of the army, and beyond thefe 
- chariots of war*: 

Os ee Bea: 


* Vide the Heetopades, translated by Mr Wilkins Quin- 
tus Curtius mentions the same fact, lib. 3. c. 14. 


\ 
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Tur Hindoo code contains feveral regulations, 
which may be regarded as their law of nations, and 
which characterife them as a humane, and in fome 
refpects a civilized people. It prohibits not only the 
weapons termed fire-arms, but all poifoned inftru- 
ments. [t forbids alfo violence to all incapable of 
defence, or who folicit quarter. It forbids the 
flaughter of any one who has no means of efcape ; 
of a perfon who is fitting down; of him who is na- 
ked, or afleep; and in fhort of every perfon not ac- 
tually engaged in hoftilities. 

Tug infuitutions of the Hindoos, like thofe of eve~ 
ry other nation in an imperfect {tate of improvement, 
retain, along with thefe humane provifions, an un- 
feemly mixture of their priftine barbarifm. Trial 
by ordeal, which was formerly fo common among 
the half civilized nations of Europe, {till keeps its 
place in the Hindoftanee code: various fpecics of ' 
this trial are there particularized, and the precife 
mode of conducting them defined. Fire or water is 
moft ufually employed, but other methods are fome- 
times adopted by choice of the parties*. A perfon 
of rank being accufed of correfponding with the 
enemy in time of war, thus writes; ‘ Let my accu‘er 
be produced ; let me fee him face to face; let the 
moit venemous fnakes be put into a pot; let us put 

our 


* Vide Asiatic Researches, where this mode of trial is de- 
scribed at large. | 


Lod 
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our hands into it together; let it be covered for a 


certain time; and he who remains unhurt fhall be 


innocent.’’ 


A mode of trial which leaves the decifion of a 
caufe to chance, or the immediate interpofition of a 
miraculous power, certainly indicates a ftate of fo- 
ciety not far advanced in the fcience of jurifprus 
dence. Yet when the caufe is perplexed, fuch an 
appeal feems natural enough to a fimple people. It 
was adopted by the Jews in an early period: and 
among them it was accompanied, as it is here, with 
all the folemnity of a religious ceremony, to render 
it more awful and impreflive upon the minds of the 
parties. 


THERE feems, as formerly obferved, to be a con- 
fiderable fimilarity between fome of the rites and re- 
ligious obfervances of the Jews and the eaftern na- 
tions. The Sanniafles or Faqueers, who feparaté 
themfelves from the reft of mankind; in confequence 
of a vow, refemble the Nazarites among the Jews, 
whofe conduct was regulated by certain legal injunc- 
tions. Vide Numb. ch. ii, v. 2. ‘* Speak unto the 
children of Ifrael, and fay unto them, when either 
man or woman fhall feparate themfelves to vow a 
vow of a Nazarite, to feparate themfelves unto the 
Lord, &c.??—v. 5, * All the days of the vow of 
his feparation there fhall no razor come upon his 
head; until the days be fulfilled, in which he fepa- 
rateth to the Lord, he fhall be holy, and fhall let the 

O 4 , locks 
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locks of the hair of his head grow.’—v. 6. “ AI 
the days that he feparateth himfelf unto the Lord he 
thall come at no dead body.” This particular relat. 
ing to approaching a dead body, is ftriétly a part of 
Hindoo manners at prefent. A party coming from 
the Ganges with water, if met by a dead perfon car- 
ried thither, pour out the water as impure, and — 
bring another load. 


Tre law of retaliation was obferved among both 
nations: both were difpofed to fubftitute certain 
rites, inftead of religious duty: circumcifion is the 
initiatory ceremony to the religion of both; and a 
Jew, as well as a Mufflulman, refted his hope of fal- 
vation upon that, and other obfervances equally fri. _ 
volous. It required ftrong efforts on the part of the 
firft teachers of Chriftianity, to convince the former 
that reCtitude of conduét was of more importance 
than outward fhow; and that “ neither circumcifion 
nor uncircumcifion availeth any thing, but a new 
creature.’’ We find that they, as well as other un- 
informed, nations, paid a fuperftitious regard to cer- 
tain days, and entertained an averfion to certain {pe- 
cies of food; though in this they were not en- 
couraged, but difavowed by their beft teachers who 
declared ‘* their fafts, their new moons*, and their 
fabbaths to be an abomination.’ The fimple 
doctrine which teaches to “ ceafe to do evil, and 

Jearn | 


* The Mussulmans, as well as the Jews, pay a kind of wor- 
ship to the new moon. 
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learn to do well,’ has been unpopular with. the 
multitude in all countries. ‘To them the belief of 
myttery, and the practice of fuperftition is eafy ; but 


the reformation of life, is like the afcent from hell, 
Lic labor, hoc opus. 


SECT. 


SECT. XXVII. 


©F THE STATE OF LITERATURE AMONG THE NATIVES 
OF INDIA. 


®e@é@so¢e¢eee@en#eda 


Allahabad, Fuly 179%. 


fue ‘learning of the Hindoos and Muffulmans, as 
to the quantum of it, has of late been the fubject of 
much difcuffion. Parties have been formed, each 
with a fyftem to defend; one carrying their preten- 
fions to knowledge above all reafonable bounds ; 
and the other attempting to depreciate their attain- 
ments in fcience to a ftandard, perhaps, lower than 
the truth. 3 


Few of their books have yet been tranflated into 
the European languages, or made the objects of im- 
partial criticifm. All their ftock of knowledge, 
whether great or fmall, is confined to the various 
manuicripts, either preferved in the public libraries, 
er in the cabinets of the learned. 

1 | THE 
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THE art of printing being unknown, or at leaft 
never practifed, literature in India has always necef- 
farily been confined to a very narrow circle: the 
author of Seir Mutakhareen, giving an account of the 
learned men who flourifhed in the time of Ali Verdi 
Khan, furnifhes a few hints that will ferve as a bafis 
for forming an impartial eftimate of the ftate of Ma- 
homedan literature. Whether his prejudices led 
him to overlook the Hindoo fages of that period, or 
whether their want of merit rendered them unwor- 
thy of his notice, is a point which we do not venture 
to decide: the fa is certain that he particularizes 

none of the unbelievers. 


Tue firft of this illuftrious body who decorated 
the reign of Ali Verdi, was Moluvy * Naflyr, born 
in the province of Behar. This man, we are told, 
was “a fcholar of fo great credit, that he followed 
his mafter into Perfia; and though his poverty ob- 
liged him to walk all the way on foot, he did not 
omit a lefion any one day.’’ His attainments are faid 
to have correfponded with this ardour of purfuit; 
for he is reprelented as profoundly verfed in aftro- 
nomy, mathematics, and algebra. He attained to 
the rank of fecond meflenger from the Perfian 
court, to carry its difpatches to the governors on 
the frontier provinces towards India. He returned 
at laft to India, where he obtained a jaghir in his 

native 


* Moluvy is the title corresponding to Dcetor. 
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native province, near Patna, where his pofterity now 
live.” 


Sucu is the account given of this great man, by 
Golam Hoflem Khan. With regard to his aftro- 
nomy and algebra, it isto be obferved, that thefe 
fciences were chiefly employed in calculating nati- 
vities, and predicting future events, from the pofition 
of the heavenly bodies. According to this author’s 
own teftimony, every prince or governor of a pro- 
vince kept in his retinue a number of aftrologers, 
whom he confulted on every enterprize, nor would 
they move from their ftation on the moft urgent bu- 
finefs till a favourable hour had been decided upon 
by thefe fages. Even at prefent, after two hundred 
years intercourfe with the Englith, their appetite for 
divination and prophecy has not much abated. ‘The 
Nabob of Oude confults his aftrologers what drefs it 
will be moft lucky to appear in each day; at what 
door he is to go out, and by which to enter his pa+ 
lace after an excurfion. ‘The pooreft of thé people 
will {trip off their rags to engage a fortune-teller to 
declare their future deftiny ; and for this they will — 
part with a dinner, though they may not have a meal _ 
befides. Probably the greateft merit of the cele: 
brated Moluvy Naflyr confifted in his knowing the 
language of the north of India, and interpreting to 
men in office from the Perfian Court. 


THis panegyrift declares that he became “a pro- 
ficient in the whole circle of the fciences,”’ fpecifying 
the 


7. 
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the mathematics as one fource of his renown; how- 
ever you- will recollect, that as there was at this 
period no fort regularly conftructed in India, nor 
any tolerable train of artillery, the Rev. Moluvy’s 
mathematics muft have been chiefly fpeculative. 


‘THE next in rank among the Mahomedan {cholars, 
is the fon of Naffyr, Daood Aaly Khan. It is faid 
of him, “ that having obtained the whole paternal 
eftate, by the partiality of his father, he portioned 


it out among the different members of the family, in 


the manner regulated by the laws of God*.” 


_ AFTER having in this manner arranged his affairs, 
we are informed, “ that he felt himfelfsfired with a 
defire of viliting the gate of the pontif of this worldt: 
of beholding the completion of muffulmanifmt ; and 
of kiffing the threfhold of that door which is watch- 
ed by hofts of angels |. 


<¢ ArrerR having enjoyed to his contentment the 
meafure of happinefs after which his heart panted, he 
returned to the place of his nativity, and pafled away 
his time in affifting ‘the Seyds and neceffitous§. In 
| | the 


* That is of the Coram. 
f+ Nedjef. ft Mecca. 
|| Medina, where is the tomb of Mahomet, 


§ Seyds are the descendents of Ali. 


~ 
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the number of caufes daily brought before him for 
his decifion, for he was both a cafuift and a magif- 
trate, his fole view was to cut fhort differences to 
the fatisfaction of both parties. He alfo contented 
himfelf with his legal fees ; and this pittance, joined 
to his portion of the paternal eftate, he managed with 
fo much economy, as to enable him to relieve the 
needy, and to adminifter comfort to widows and or- 
phans whom he admitted to his table; without at- 
tempting to live on better fare in private by himfelf.”” 


Tris alludes to the Indian method of giving enter-_ 
tainments: which if judged by our notions, is ftrong- 
ly marked with indelicacy. The guefts all fit upon 
a {quare carpet ; the mafter of the feaft being placed 
at the north fide. A number of feparate difhes are 
placed before him; and a different affortment lefs 
delicate along the two fides, according to the rank 
of the guefts. Towards the farther end of the car- 
petting, the guefts of inferior note are feated, and. 
the difhes are, before them, greatly inferior both in 
number and quality. This management fo indelicate, 
accordine to our ideas, was confpicuous even at the 
tables of the moft iluftrious Romans. <A different 
{fpecies of bread, and an inferior wine, were ferved 
to the guefts, from that ufed by the giver of the en- 
tertainment. Vid Juvenal. Sat. V. 


““Tr would be difficult” fays the biographer on 
this fubject, “* to give him all the praife he deferves, 
nor does the hiftorian find any hefitation in acknow- — 

, ledging — 
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edging the impotence of his pen upon that extenfive 
fubject. It, however, ought not to be omitted, 
that after his return, and after having kiffed the fac- 
red and fublime threfhold, he altered his name from 
Daood Aali Khan, to that of Zair Hoffein Khan, 
which he then affumed, and ever after gloried in the 
alteration.”’ 


Ir is common after a pilgrimage to affume a new 
name, with the title of jaint; thefe names are {till 
more fantaftical than thofe appellations of our faints 
in the days of Oliver Cromwell. One perfon at Ala- 
habad affumed the name of Shahcotta, or faint dog, 
the female of which cottee, has fometimes been the 
title of religious women. Fame, however much it 
may be concealed from the religious devotees them- 
felves, feems to be the great end of their peregrina- 
tions, and vanity the motive for undertaking them. 


Tuis account which is written with fome eloquence 
and much fimplicity, I have confiderably abridged ; 
whatever impreffion it makes with regard to ee 
learning of the venerable perfon mentioned, it offers 
a very favourable idea of his moral character, and 
therefore the Moluvy will command efteem from 
thofe who may think differently from the noble 
author on the fubject of his learning. 


Tue third ornament of this period, according to 
our author, “‘ was Meer Mahmod Alim, one of the 
mof{t virtuous and moft venerable perfons of Azima- 

bad 
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bad (Patna). His knowledge was in much repute, 
and his compofitions in much efteem and celebrity 5 
but I cannot fpeak properly of them, having no per- 
fonal knowledge of either.” 


Tus fketch is truly characteriftic of the learned 
in a country where the art of printing is unknown, 
An author of the firft celebrity has never been read by 
a learned nobleman, who was almoft his contempo- 
rary. The Perfian news paper, (Acber) is ftill in 
manufcript, after an intercourfe with Europe of two 
hundred years, 


& Wotuvy Mahmed Aaref is the fourth of the lite- 
rary characters of the age; he was eminent for know- 
ledge, and one of thofe men fond of corners and re- 
tirement. He died early in the reign of Aliverdi 
Khan, and was entombed in the caftle of Azimabad*, 
where he always refided. One of his difciples Shah ‘ 
Gurg +, was a pious man whom I have often feen. 
He lived at a diftance from the world in folitude and 
celibacy, and fpent his time in prayer. 


‘Tue fifth was Meer Ruftem-aaly, a man fatisfied | 
with his corner {, but not deftitute of fcience and 
erudition : this at leaft is the character given of him, 

by 

* The tombs of religious mussulmans are visited by pilgrim® ; 
and are illuminated by perpetual lamps, placed in a niche at | 
the end. 

7 Saint Wolf. + Literally translated. 
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by thofe perfons, that much frequent religious men*. 
I know him but little: he paffed for a man verfed in 
the Coran, and capable of all the fubtleties of ex- 
planation. 


“ THe fixth learned perfon was Shah Mahmed-a- 
men, who lived in celibacy ; a man much verfed in 
the Coran, and fo very intelligent, as to be inferior 
only toanangel. Intent both interiorly and exteriorly 
on the fervice of God, he feemed brim-full of the rays 
of his maker’s love t. His words and actions made fo 
much impreflion on my mind, that when I went, on 
the fame of his character, to pay him a vifit, I felt 
within myfelf, on entering his dwelling, fuch a difguft 
at the avocations of this world, and fo {trong an in- 
clination to abandon this borrowed habitation, and 
to addict myfelf wholly to the love of God, that I 
had nearly taken a final refolution on that fubject. 
He paffed the night in adoration and mortification, 
always awake, and fleeping by day hardly a fingle 
hour. His dwelling was conftantly thronged by vi- 
fitors; while he was fo intent upon the objeét of his 
love, and pronounced the ejaculation, O my beloved! 
with fuch emphafis, and drew from his breaft fuch 
deep fobs, that the hearts of his vifitors were fet on 
fire. Shah-Mahmed his mafter was celebrated at 

VoL. I. R Azimabad 


* Sovereign princes paid visits to learned men; and pros 
trated themselves before them; and when visited by them, 
they went to meet them, and placed them on the same musnud. 

{ Persian idiom, preserved in this phrase. 
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Azimabad for miracles and prodigies; and he for 
reacing lectures publicly, when his temper foftened, 
for he was fomewhat rough and paflionate. ”* 

THERE are a few other faves celebrated by this hif- 
torian, but it is probable that you have by this time 
formed a tolerably accurate notion of the ftate of {ci- 
ence among the conquerors of India: their celebrity is 
acquired and upheld by means exadlly fimilar to thofe - 
practifed by our faints in the darkeft ages of papal ig- 
norance. The fame merit is attached to their celibacy, 
their retirement from the world, their miracles and 
their devotion: and a fimilar reverence, or rather | 
worthip is paid to their afhes, as our learned and 
pious anceltors paid to thofe of St Dunftan, or Tho- 
mas 2 Becket. 


Tur fame of fainttip and profound learning, is 
perhaps more eafily acquired among the higheft claffes 
in Afia, than it ever was in Europe among the vulgar ; 
for itis to be remembered, that the worthies here cele- 
brated all lived in the prefent age, were of the high- 
eft rank, and enjoyed the admiration of princes, 


No notice is taken of any Hindoo of literature by 
this author : nor is this probably owing to his bigot. 
ted attachment to Mahomedanifm ; it does not ap- 
pear that there are any at prefent of fufficient merit 
to entitle them to a place in his lift, fuch as it is. 


_ WHEN 
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_' Wuen fuch are the acquifitions of men of the 
higheft rank and learning, you may conjecture the 
deplorable ftate of ignorance in which the great body 
of the people are involved. They are deluded and 

plundered by every rude pretender to fandtity : 
their religion confifts wholly of rites, and their fcience 
of charms. To gain their admiration, it is fufficient 
to affume a fantaftic drefs, and to utter fobs and 
ejaculations. 


ABuL Fazel, the minifter of Acber, fubmitted to 
the tuition of learned pundits, for many years, and 
has written an abftract of Hindoo fcience at once in-' 
fipid, fubtle, and unintelligible*. The fame thing 
happened to Dara Sheko, the elder brother of Au- 
rengzebe, who, after many years profound refearchs 
has left a fketch of his attainments, that demonftrates 
nothing fo much as the futility of his purfuit. 


Sir William Jones himfelf, who carried on the 
{tudy of Sanfcrit literature with greater fuccefs than 
any other man, feems often bewildered, and becomes 
unintelligible to himfelf in purfuing thefe fubtleties 
and conceits, which have been dignified with the 
name of fcience: and it may fafely be affirmed that 
on no fubjeét did he ever beftow fo much labour, 
and derive fo little ufeful knowledge. In a paper 
upon this fubje&, communicated to the Society in 

R 2 Calcutta, 


* It is contained in the 3d vol: of Ayeen Acbery: 
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Calcutta, he thus concludes :, It refults from this 
analyfis, (of Hindoo literature,) that the Veda, Upa- 
veda, Vedanga, Purana, Derma, and Derfana, are 
the fix great faftras, in which all knowledge, divine 
and human is fuppofed to be comprehended. When- 
ever we direct our attention to Hindoo literature, 
the notion of infinity prefents itfelf ; and the longeft 
life would not be fufficient for the perufal of near 
500,000 ftanzas in the purana, with a million more, 
perhaps, in the other works before mentioned. ”” 


SECT. XXVIII. 


OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICE, 


Tuer police of India, as conducted by the later em- 
perors of Hindoftan, forms an important fubject of 
enquiry. The principles of it were meant to be ad- 
hered to by the Europeans who fucceeded to their 
power, while its abufes, which had crept in during 
the decline of the empire, were to be corre¢ted., 


UnrorTuUNATELY the whole knowledge obtained 
in thefe branches of adminiftration, by Europeans, 
was at firft-gained from their deputies, clerks, and 
other fervants ; who, though well acquainted with all 
the arts of peculation, and the perquifites to be 
gained in each department, could give no proper 
account of the duties each officer was bound to dif- 


charge. 


R3 Lae 
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Tur Nizam was the principal officer in each pro- 
vince, or viceroyalty : if feveral of thefe were united 
under the government of one perfon, he was then 
denominated a Subadar, and enjoyed the higheft 
rank among the Imperial Officers, next to the Vi- 
zier. He had the fupreme direction of all the off- 
cers of his province: his truft was almoft unlimited, 
and his power fo great, that during many of the 
latter reigns, the viceroys fcarcely acknowledged, or 
feldom felt their dependence; and at laft their fub- 
jection to the Imperial Court -was merely nominal. 


Next to the Nizam, the Foujdars were the high- 
eft military officers : they were allotted to each Su- 
badary, or vice-royalty, in number proportioned to 
its extent, and to that of the refractory zemindars 
which it contained.» The Foujdar had under his 
command from one to two thoufand horfe, and his . 
military rank was in general greater than his actual 
command. Military rank is eftimated by the num- 
ber of horfe, and is often nominal; the rank of a 
thoufand being given without any aétual command. 
‘Pheir quarters were in fome town or fort, in the 
diltri@ ; and they marched with a kettle drum, and 
Randards difplayed, the infignia of their office and 
rank, which was confidered as noble. Bengal, ex- 
clufive of Dacca, contained ten Foujdaries ; and Be- 
har was divided to eight. . 

THe duty of this officer was to reduce to fub- 
jeCtion all refraétory landholders ; ;, to fupprefs all 

riots 
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riots and infurrections; to difperfe and apprehend 
troops of benditti and thieves, with which the coups © 
try has at all times been infefted.. They were alto 
to afford protection to the Altimghas, or charity 
lands beftowed on the neceffitous. They and their 
deputies were to aid and affift the Nizam on any 
emergency, which might require the combined mi- 
litary force of the province *. 


Tuer Daroga of the Adawlet, that is, prefident of 
the civil court, was the fupreme civil magiftrate of 
the province. The Emperors retained in their own 
hands the decifion of all caufes of importance in the 
laft refort ; and for this purpofe they fet apart two 
days of every week. The ordinary diftribution of 
juftice was left to the Adawlet, over which the Da- 
roga prefided, with a falary annexed to his office, 
and a jaghir, to remove, by the poflefficn of inde- 
pendence, every temptation to corruption, 


From day break, till three in the afternoon, this 
judge continued upon his tribunal, where he receiv- 
ed the complaints of all ranks; and gave a fpeedy 
decifion on every fubje& in litigation. In matters of 
fmaller moment, his decifion was final; in cafes of 
difficulty, a reference was made to the Emperor and 
his council, 


R4 | THIS 


* Golain Hossein Khan, Seir Mutakhareen, vol, 3. p, 174. 
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Luts office, like every other, on the decline of the 
empire, became venal; and inftead of being often 
refuied, as a fituation of great refponfibility, it was 
undertaken by whoever could purchafe it ; and was 
converted into an inftrument of oppreffion, and the _ 
means of fecuring a fortune to the judge and his de- 
puties. Under the Englifh, the practice of the judges 
was {till more flagitious than ever ; from their igno- 
rance of the cuftoms of the country, and their ina- 
bility to dete&t the malverfation of thofe who ated 
under them. In 1782, it was veited in the Englifh 
gentlemen themfelves, which proved a great relief’; 
in as far, however, as the minute details are execut- 
ed by the natives, fo far probably does their avarice 
taint the fountain of juftice. This is boldly afferted 
by the Golam Hoflein Khan, a nobleman of great 
worth and refpectability, who has, like another Cla- 
rendon, written a hiftory of his own times with as 
much truth and impartiality as poflibly could be ex- 
pected from a perfon in fuch circumftances. The 
Mahomedan noblemen were the great agents of 
the Imperial government ; they filled every office’ of 
honour or emolument: thefe being now executed 
by the Englith perfonally, the ancient families of 
diftinction have fuffered by our conqueft almoft a 
total overthrow of rank and confequence, as well as 
wealth. 


THE exaggerated lamentations of this author, and 
his impreffive defcription of the grievous ftate of op- 
preflion, which the natives fuffer under our govern- 

ment, 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 265 


ment, and the partial panegyric beltowed on the 
Mahomedan fyftem of government, is no more 
than what was to be expected from his feelings and 
his prejudices. Where thefe do not interfere, he 
gives a decided approbation to the jultice and libe- 
rality difplayed by our countrymen upon every oc- 
cafion. 


THe Cazi was the next judge in the Mahome- 
dan adminiftration; he declared the laws in fuch 
criminal and civil cafes as were connected with re- 
ligion, and may be regarded as the fupreme eccle- 
faftical judge. He had an ample penfion and jag- 
hir; as any corruption in his fun¢tion would have 
been deemed peculiarly difgraceful to law and reli- 
gion. 


SOME crimes, fuch as fornication and proftitution, 
came particularly under the cognizance of the Ca- 
zi; he.inflicted fevere punifhment upon fuch as kept 
flave girls in their houfes, or proftitutes, or even con- 
cubines, except confecrated by the prefcribed forms 
of law. The muficians were under his immediate 
infpection, all differences among them were decided 
by him; and to prevent extravagance at feafts, no 
man was allowed to hire a greater number of them 
than was fuitable to his rank. 


‘¢ Tuts inititution, fays Golam Hoffein, has long 
been perverted into an inftrument of taxation; the 
office has been regarded as a patent entitling to cer- 

tain 
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tain fees, and has been leafed, and underleafed to 
any fordid perfon that would become a purchafer, 
whether he were acquainted with muffulmanifm or 
not. Fees have been invented by the low fubftitutes 
of this office, at burials, at cireumcifion, and at 
marriage. ‘The poor have been deluded into a be- 
lief, that till the Cazi’s depute has received his fee, 
the fpirit of the deceafed does not quite the houle ; | 
till it is produced, the poor relations are deemed im- 
pure, and are fhunned by all their acquaintances, 
To difcharge this debt, the perfon will fell his land, 
his effects, or even rob upon the high-way. The 
fame pernicious confequence followed their incapa- 
city to difcharge the fees for marriage and circum. 
cifion *. 


‘Tue Suder ul Sooder, or Great Almoner, was an 
officer of very high authority, whole bufinefs was to 
guard the diftribution of the charity lands: to pre 
vent their refumption, or their alienation into other | 
hands than thofe of the poor: he was alfo intrufted 
with the fuperintendence of the Cazi’s office; to 
prevent fuch as were ignorant of Mahomedanifm 
from entering into that facred function. His bufinefs 
was alfo to prevent encroachments upon the lands _ 
belonging to the Exchequer. ‘This office, from the | 
ereat difcretionary power annexed to it, proved, in 
the hands of an unprincipled man, the fource ofa 

thoufand 


* Vide Seir Mutakhareens — 
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thoufand peculations : inftead of protecting the poor, 
it became the gulph which fwallowed up the fub- 
filtence of the needy ; and under the pretence of al- 
moner’s fees, entailed a load of mifery upon the un- 
happy poor. ‘The abufe of this, and the preceding 
office, had become fo enormous as to attraét the no- 
tice of Mr Haftings, who had the merit of abolith- 
ing fees within the Enelifh territories, or at leaft 
‘confining them to the moderate rates cuftomary in 
the moft virtuous reigns. 


Tse clerk of the market, (Mhutafib,) was an of- 
ficer of great importance, whofe duties are now 
‘abandoned, and a perfon appointed to fill it, who 
uplitts the cuftomary fees as a kind of perquifite. 
The mhutafib infpected the weights and meafures ; 
‘fixed the price of commodities and fettled difputes : 
he preferved the peace of the markets by punifhing 
riots and drunkards. 

Tue author of Seir Mutakhareen complains, that 
although double the fees and perquifites are now up- 
lifted by the mhutafib, than were formerly, yet the 
ftreets and lanes are crowded with diforderly people; 
every corner is infefted with drinking fhops and 
tippling houfes, while the rogueries committed by 
falfe fcales exceed all cftimation. A great variety of 
inferior officers, in the Nizam’s and F oujdar’s de- 
‘partment, are in the appointment of the Emperor, 
and of confequence independent of thefe minifters. 
The moft remarkable of thefe were the Vaaca Navile, 


or 
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or gazetteer; the Sevanah Navife, or hiftoriographer, 
and the Harcarah, a head fpy. It was their duty to 
commit to writing the principal events and occur-- 
rences of each day, and to difpatch them on the 
fubfequent morning to the Emperor; who, by this 
fingular inftitution, was acquainted with every thing 
of note that happened in any part of the empire. 
Thefe difpatches, which were carried to Court by 
regular pofts, were prefented by a Daroga to ue 
Prince each day. . 


By thefe provincial intelligences, which often de- 
{cended to very minute particulars, the Empercr had 
it in his power to redrefs grievences before the party 
had time to ftate them.» Some imperial manufcripts — 
of Aurengzebe are full preferved of his own dittion 
and hand-writing. Though thefe officers, from the 
nature of their duty, were made independent of the 
grandees who ruled in each province, even a fufpicion 
of their intimacy was fufficient to difmifs them ; be- 
ing deemed incompatible with the seers of awe 
intelligence. : 


SECT. 


SECT. XXX, 


MANNERS OF THE MUSSULMANS. 


Lucknow, 1798. 


Tue manners of Muffulmans, from their numbers, 
and from their influence on fociety, fince the con- 
gueft, form an important part of the hiftory of Hin- 
doftan. By them almoft every department of go- 
vernment has been conducted; the partiality of the 
conquerors for their countrymen, having committed 
to their management almoft every branch of the ad- 
miniftration. ‘Their tafte for fhow and fplendour, as __ 
magiftrates and governors of provinces, contributed 
indirectly to the profperity of the vanquifhed, and in 
fome meafure alleviated the fufferings of a dependent 
and opprefled people. 


In the proyinces of Bengal, and Behar, the i im- 
menfe eftablifhment of 150,000 or 170,000 cavalry, 
offered employment to many of the poorer claffes, 

. ‘who 
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who fubfitted by furnifhing them with food, clothing, 

and furniture; while the civil eftablifhment annexed 

to judges, collectors of revenue and other officers, 

provided for perhaps an equal number of people, 

and diftributed among them with rapidity the far 

greater part of the contributions levied in each pro- 
vince. 


‘THe nephews of Aliverdi Khan, though only the 
deputies of a viceroy, and appointed at a period 
when the country was harraffed by a forei clon enemy, 
lived with a fplendour more refembling fovereign 
princes, than perfons invefted with temporary and 
delegated power. Seyd Mahmed, the youngeft and 
feaft afpiring, had, in the diftritt of Purneah, an 
eftablifhment of 15,000 cavalry and infantry, befides 
a vaft number of elephants, camels, horfes and car- 
riages, with a large park of artillery. His court, re- 
ceiving falaries, was numerous and fplendid, without 
ede a train of dependents who received 
monthly penfions, from one to five thoufand rupees. 
The feraglio confifted of five hundred women, be- 
fides sinnes and other fervants. The jewels, table, 
and equipage, were all in a ftile of magnificence that 
feems to vie with the fplendour of the Jewith kings, 
in the profperous reigns of David and Solomon, 
thofe iluftrious Sovereigns of 4 great and indepen- 
dent nation: yet this Seyd Mahmed was only the 
deputy of a Soubadar over one diftri€, who himfelf. 
was a fervant, paying tribute, and acknowledging | 
fabjection to the Imperial Gourt. His: eftablifhment 

“2 is 
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is particularifed, not on account of its fuperior ex- 
pence or magnificence, but becaufe it has been faith- 
fully defcribed by a hiftorian of rank and integrity, 
who enjoyed a confiderable office under his admi- 
niftration *. , | 


Lue two other nephews of Aliverdi had much 
more confiderable appointments than the Governor 
of Purneah; they lived in ftill greater fplendour, 
and yet their courts were only images of the gran- 
deur and wealth difplayed at that of Moorfhedabad. 
Lhis provincial capital contained, within the me- 
mory of perfons flill living, fome of the richeft fub- 
jects in the world. During the Mahratta incurfions, 
the houfe of Jugget Seet was plundered of two mil- 
lions and a half fterling, in filver; an accident which 
fo little affected his credit, that he continued to grant 
bills of exchange at fight, and to a large amount, to 
government. When the enormities of Surajah ul 
Dowlah had rendered his government odious, Meer 
Jafhier, aided by this banker’s wealth, which fecured 
him the patronage of the Europeans, afcended the 
throne. The domettics of this Jagget Seet, we are 
told, amounted to two thoufand perfons. 


Durinec 


* Golam Mossein Khan, vol. ist. p. 666. This prince, 
says he, governed Purneah with so much equity and attention. 
to the subjects, that the nobles and peasants spoke of his admi- 
nistration with great applause. | 
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Durine their religious feltivals, the Muffulmane 
difplay their love of fhow in a remarkable manner: 
the whole river, upon certain occafions, for feveral 
miles, difplays one blaze of light; their mofques are 
alfo illuminated, and their proceflions dazzle the eye 
with a profufion of gilt and filvered work, and or- 
naments of artificial flowers. The moft. pompous - 
ceremonies in Europe make a very feeble impreffion 
upon thofe who have been fpectators of Mahome- 
dan folemnities. 


fw the court of Aliverdi, this paffion for magni- 
ficence was tempered by a religious gravity, and au- 
{terity of manners, by which that prince was diftin- 
guifhed. A bigot to Shyifm, and foured by the 
narrow principles of that fect, he fhewed a marked 
averfion to wine, and illegitimate connections with 
the fex. He ufed to awake two hours before day- 
break, fays his hiftorian, and having performed the 
ufual ablutions, and prayers of divine precept, he re- 
peated other devotions by way of fupererogation. — 
‘“¢ His breakfaft, which confifted of coffee, was finith- 
ed before feven, when he gave audience in a public © 
hall, and heard petitions, for two hours.” He after- 
wards, with the great officers, orwitli his relations, 
converfed in a private apartment, fometimes upon 
bufinefs, but oftener upon cookery, generally “ or- 
dering fome new difh, or giving fome particular di- 
rections for drefling fuch as were common.” 
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By noon dinner was over, and he retired to fleep, 
** when the {tory tellers and bed watchmen attended 
and: did their office *.”? In Afia, where not one ina 
thoufand. can read, and {till fewer have an inclination, 
a ftory teller becomes a very ufeful profeffion in the 
retinue of a great man: but with ignorance there is 
generally a great want of curiofity, and thefe ftory 
tellers are employed not for inftru€tion, but to lull i 
their mafters afleep. The bed watchmen are em- 
ployed in chaffing or rubbing the limbs, which, in a 
hot country, is found very refrefhing: but thefe of- 
fices are fometimes performed by women. 


A fhort repofe during the hotteft part of the day, 
is perhaps neceffary in this climate; the greater part 
of the Europeans, and all the natives, indulge them- 
felves in a habit fo grateful toa relaxed frame. The 
pious Aliverdi never exceeded one hour in this gra- 
tification, after which he performed his cuftomary 
Noon prayers, and read a chapter of the Coran; 
having refrefhed. himfelf with a cooling — of 


ice water 7. 


ABOUT one or two in the afternoon, audience was 
given to thofe learned and pious fages, of whom a 
WOt 4, S few 


* Vide Seir Mutakhareen, vol. 3. p. 680. 


t: Ice.ts preservedifor.creams, and. for cooling: water in this 
country, by a process now almost universally: known in Europe. 
During the rains, saltpetre supplies the place of ice, 


27 A ' INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


few have been introduced to your notice on a forrner 
occafion. By fome of them the Coran was read and 
explained for two hours, when the holy men retired, 
aiter obferving the fame routine of refpeCtful forma- 
lities by which they were introduced: by this you 
are not to underitand, that, like fervile courtiers, 
they paid their obeifance; they were met at the en- 
trance with profound refpect by the viceroy, and 
one of them placed on a mufnud direttly oppofite to 
his own. 


So incredible is the power of cuftom, that even 
the decorous habits of Aliverdi Khan, could not 
conquer a practice of introducing at court a fet of 
buffoons and jefters, common in India*.. After a 
thort converfation on the news of the day, which 
was lupported by the opulent merchants and others, 
thefe men were introduced, who bandied about a- 
mong{ft each other the coarfeft ribbaldry, and moft 
indelicate farcafms, to the great entertainment of the 
dignified perfons who were their hearers. | Thefe 
jefters were called hermaphrodites, (Hedjra) and had 
merited the appellation by means the moft unnatural, 
and for purpoles not to be defcribed. 


THE 


* These are ordered to be kept by the magistrates, in the 
sacred volumes: ‘* He shall retain in his service a great num- 
ber of buffoons, or parasites, jesters and dancers, and athletics; 
and he shall render all his servants contented and grateful.” 
Vide Gentoo Laws, p. 118. 
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Tue hour of fupper was about twilight, a flight 
repaft, which this prince partook with the princef- 
-_fes, his relations, his daughters, and grand-daughters. 
Thofe’ dancing women, who conftituted the greats 
eft part of their entertainment, and in whofe com- 
pany all his cotemporaries {pent a large portion of 
their time, were admitted at none of the avocations 
ef Aliverdi Khan *. 


- You muft not, however, conclude,. that the cor- 
rect and auftere manners of the viceroy guided the 
condu&t of his diffolute courtiers ; or that ftri@ vir- 
tue was’ maintained by thofe dignified ladies who 
made a part of his fociety. This whole family were; 
on the contrary, the foremoft in every {cene of diffi- 
pation. — All his three daughters were notorious for 
their intrigues and gallantry in a part of the world 
where women of rank live in the greateft privacy, or 
are fecluded from all mixed company. If they tra- 
vel, it is in a covered carriage, left they fhould be 
prophaned by the eyes of a ftranger. Such car- 
riages are deemed facred in every part of India, nor 
are they interrupted by an enemy even in time of 
war. 


Tus cuftom, eftablifhed by the law of nations, 
for the proteétion of the fex, the profligate daughters 
52 rhe 


* Somé part of the Seraglio, and even conipanies of dancing 
women, generally accompanied the Mahommedan princes 
when travelling, and frequently attended them in a campaign. 
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of, Aliverdi availed themfelves of, to carry on, their 
Intrigues. . In thefe vehicles, fecure from interrup- 
tion, they were conveyed. to the houfes of their gal- 
_lants, or had them conveyed, in the guife of women, 
into the Haram. 


Suraja Dowlah, the fucceflor and grandfon of 
Aliverdi, praétifed at the earlieft age, and often in, 
the public view, all thofe debaucheries which are 
known in Afia.. By fuch.conduét, joined to an in- 
folent behaviour to his officers, he effectually alienated: 
them from his ‘fervice; and when his imprudence 
plunged him into a war with the Englith, a nume- 
rous party of them fought an. opportunity of be- 
trayng him. This they found at the memorable 
battle of Plafley, where the young viceroy’s power 
received a fhock, from which it never recovered. 


SECT, 


SECT. XXX. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORIAN GHOLAM HOSSEIN 
KHAN. 


@ Fe .2 .0 Tes oe © |» .¢ 2 


Calcutta, “fan. 1798. 


In giving an idea of the literature of India, I can- 
not omit mentioning Golam Hoffein Khan, the late 
author of a work, entitled Seir Mutakhareen, or 
View of Modern Times. This work is regarded as 
claffical Perfian, in point of ftile; and contains a 
civil hiftory of Hindoftan, from the death of Aureng- 
zebe to the year 1781. The biographical anecdotes 
found in this work, concerning many of our coun- 
trymen, who are {till living, renders it peculiarly in- 
terelting ; the details of the Englifh conquetts in In- 
dia, and his ftrictures upon the Britifh government in 
that country, convey the ideas of a native, of high 
character, upon fubjects of the firft importance. 
This work, though tranflated into fomething like 
Englith, by a renegado Frenchman, is but little 


known even to Orientalifts, except by name. 
53 THIS 
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Tuts Mogul nobleman was ‘a partizan of the pre- 
fent emperor during his falling fortunes; but like 
the great Glarenaen: he delivers his fentiments with 
ipirit and impartiality ; and with a force, clearnefs, 
and fimplicity of ftile, rarely to be found in Afiatic 
authors, and which juftly entitle him to -pre-emi-_ 
hence among the hiftorians of his country. ‘The 
hiftory of his life, given by himfelf, is prefixed to 
his volumes ; fome particulars of it I fhall infert, for 
it muft be interefting to know the hiftory of an inde- 
pendent native, he: has difplayed fo much penetra- 
tion, fagacity, and knowledge, refpecting the con- 
nae of the Englifh in = government of his coun- 
try. 


~ Goram Hoffein Khan was born in Shah Jehan- 
abad in 1140 of the Hegira; and being related by. 
his mother to Aliverdi ue the future Nabob of 
Bengal, he repaired to that province with all his con- 
nections. “ Soon after our arrival in Moorfhedabad, 
fays he, fortune began to favour our family. Ali- 
verdi Khan was appointed governor of Patna, where 
my father accompanied: him, and where our family | 
have lived to this day in. affluence, dignity, and 
{fplendour : for.the houfes we bought, and the lands 7 
- we acquired by purchafe, gift, or Otherwites during 
the adminiftration of ant tat. are to this day in our 
pofictlion. In the year 1168, 1 was induced, unfor- 
tunately, to become pee to a confiderable a- 
mount, for a zemindar, who ey owed ‘me the « 
higheft obligations, and from whom I little expected 
fuch 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 279 
fuch a return, and fo much perfidy as I met with. 
In confequence of his mifeonduct, I was cailed upon 
by the Englifh government to pay 60,000 rupees on 
his account, which was the fum for which I had_be- 
come bound. This demand coming on me unex- 
pectedly, I was obliged to fell my jewels and. plate, 
‘to the amount of 31,000 rupees, and to make up 
the balance by borrowing it from the banker. In 
this way I faved myfelf from the feverity with which 
I would have been treated by. the government to 
whom the money was due, and from the fill more 
unfeeling rigour of the aumils, muttfudies, and other 
revenue officers, who feemed.to wait with a mali- 
cious eye for the fignal from government, to feize 
my whole property. I was. obliged to put into the 
banker’s hands, as a fecurity for the money I had 
borrowed, the portion of land | poflefled, and to en- 
deavour to procure fubfiftence by fome other means. 
But I was unable to get any employment, notwith- 
ftanding all the intereft, and all the enquiries which 
my friends made in my behalf, At lait it pleafed 
fortune to give me a friend in General Goddart, a 
man of merit fo confpicuous as to need no_praife, 
and whofe kindnefs and generofity to me as well as 
to many of my countrymen, entitle him to my lait- 
ing gratitude. Such a character is not often met 
with among the Enelifh in Hindoftan. 


‘* He was about this. time-appointed refident. at 
Chunarghur; foon after which he came to Azim- 
abad, (Patna,) where he-made fome flay. Being 

ee an 
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an old acquaintance, I went to fee him. He had the 
kindnefs to enquire about my affairs, and he heard, 
with cordial concern, the calamity which had befal- 
len them. “Jam truly forry, faid he, to hear what 
has happened ; but a8 I fee no likelihood of your 
getting employment here, you had bettercome along 
with me, and we will live upon what we can get.” 
I cheerfully accepted of the propofal, looking upon 
it as one of the fecrét refources which Providence 
had kept in ftore for me. I accordingly got myfelf 
ready and accompanied him to Chunar. But on 
General Goddart’s arrival there, he fourid that the 
fituation to which he was appointed, was, in point of 
emolument, much below what he had reafon to ei 
pect, and indeed feareely fufficient to defray his ne- 
cellary ‘expences. This circumftance difabled him 
from aflifling ‘me as he wifhed; but he committed 
to my care whatever concerned the revenue matters 
of that town. He allotted alfo ‘for my accommoda- 
tion an excellent houfe, which had been fitted up 
for himfelf ; ; and tent his own boats to bring my wife 
and family. When ‘they’ dtrived, he gave them a 
penfion of 800 ripees a month. After behaving to 
‘me in this very handfome manner, it was natural in ~ 
him té réceive my vihts with that particular diftine- 
tion which he fhewed me. | 


“¢ T have already obferved, that General Goddart’s 
income at Chunar, was much below his expendi- 
ture: in confequence of this, he now determined to 
relinguith his fituation, and get permiffion to enter 

Into 
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into thedervice of Azof ul Dowlah, having heard 
that that prince, diflatisfied with his old troops, had 
difmiffled them, and intended to raife a new army, the 
difcipline of which ‘he wifhed to commit to the chargé 
of an Englith officer ‘of rank. My friend conceived 
that fuch an employment would ‘be more fuitable to 
his turn of mind, than ‘the {tation ‘he held at Chu+ 
nar; and that it would likewife prove more profita- 
ble both to himfelf and me. But as he had no ac- 
quaintance with Mr Brifftow, who was then minifter 
at Lucknow, he did not. think it proper to make 
any perfonal application to him on the fubje. On 
his afking my opinion of the matter, I propofed that 
he fhould give me a letter to another Englifhman, a 
friend of Mr Briftow’s, to whom, by that means, f 
fhould find a ready introdudtion ; and thereby be 
able to found him in regard to the obje& in view, 
without mentioning his name. Of this he approved; 
and ‘giving tome the letter to the gentleman at 
Lucknow, he wifhed me a fuccefsful journey.” 


Arrrr, however, obtainmg the confent of Mr 
Briftow to this meafure, all the views of the General 
and Golam were defeated, by the appointment of 
Mr Middleton as refident in the room of Mr Briftow. 
Though this was an intimate acquaintance of the 
General, from whofe friendthip he expected much, 
he totally difapproved of the meafure. On the fai- 
dure of this fcheme, and the appointment of Genera! 
Goddart to join the army in the Deccan, all con- 
nection between him and our author was broken off. 
' At 
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At a more early period of his life, he had been em- 
ployed in the courts of: Aliverdi Khan, and that of 
his nephews, in confequential fituations; and after 
having reccived various difappointments and reverfes 
of fortune, he fettled at laft at Patna, where on a 
fum of money left by his friends, he was enabled to 
fupport: his family comfortably: It-was there alfo, 
that during a period of quiet and retirement, he tells 
us he compofed the Seir Mutakhareen.- In the fame 
city, inthe earlier part of his life, he witnefled the 
maflacre of the Englifh, a cruelty which he repro- 
bated, but which he could not prevent... He cons 
ferred, however, fome obligations on Mr Fullarton, 
the only perfon who efcaped from that bloody ca+ 
taftrophe. - } 
Tue military and civil tranfaGtions of his time, 
which occupy the moft confiderable part of thefe vo- 
lumes, have not precluded the author from inferting 
large biographical anecdotes, which impart greater 
variety and intereft to his work. He has fpoken fre-- 
quently of the character of authors, and difcuffed the 
merits of their writing; in this, however, his candour 
and benevolence of mind, appear to far greater advan- 
tage than his literary attainments. From the praifes 
which he beitows on the contemptible reveries. of 
fanatics, we cam draw no favourable opinion of Mo- 
cul literature at this period ; nor does it appear, that 
in any-zera of the Empire, they ever rofe above the 
humbleft mediocrity. | 


ae 


3 ‘ WHEN: 
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Wen travelling in purfuit of bufinefs, he fre- 
quently ftepped afide to vifit what he terms the 
wbodes of learned men; and as often as he fpeaks of 
character, it is generally from perfonal obfervation 
and acquaintance. In his journey from Chunar to 
Lucknow, mentioned above, he went by way of 
Juanpore, and ftopped there for fome days; becaufe, 
toufe his own words, “ he underftood it was be- 
tome the refidence of the illuftrious and venerable 
Seid Mahmed Afkhefly,’’ of whom he had heard fo 
much. “I fent to defire leave to pay him a refpectful 
wifit. Being admitted to his prefence, I fpent two 
hours with him. His converfation delighted me, 
even beyond what I expected: it was replete with 
the many excellencies ‘for which he was celebrated ; 
and I took my leave of him fully fatisfied, that fame 
in her encomiums had fallen fhort of what I had feen 
and heard. To 'this day I remember his venerable 
afpe@, and enchanting converfation; and they have 
‘made fuch an impreflion on my mind, that } muit 
fufpend the narrative of my own: actions, to give the 
reader a glimpfe of the talents and virtues which 
adorned that diftmeuifhed man. | 


“© He wasoofa family of Seids, that ranked for 
many ages amoneft the iol reipectable of vi fect, 
in the city of Juanpore.” 


“ Tuis Seid of virtuous difpofition, and fine geni- 
us; wrote a book:of practical morality, all the rules of 
-which he extra¢ted from his own practice; fo that 
) this 
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this book was a commentary on his life. Very dif- 
ferent this from ‘the generality of moralifts, whofe 
principles and practice are completely at variances 
who preach up the utility of moral condud, yet lead 
a life of fin. 


“¢ Firs fpeech was fuch, that it feemed to flow from 
the fountain of wifdom; and his-advices and coun- 
fels were fo many Siiibstied againtt ficknefs and _ 
row of heart. 


“ ¥ix pofleffed a very extenfive knowledge, graced 
with fo much modefty, that he inftrudted all who 
converted with him, ‘without making them feel their 
own inferiority. He lived upon a fmall income, 
‘without a wifh to increafe it. 


“Ir is true, he was not regularly initiated in the 
fciences; but the richnefs of his mind, and’ the 
ftrength of his judement, amply fupplied that want. 
By the force of his own genius, he had become a ré- 
politory of all the arts and fciences, practical as well 
as abitract. No wonder then, that his houfé was re- 
forted to by all the learned perfons of that city and 
neighbourhood, and by numbers: who: travelled ‘thi- 
ther from diftant countries, being learned themfelves, 
or pofleffing a love of knowledge: 3 . 


‘THe natural turn of his mind was to candour 
and modeliy ; fo that he was as forward to acknow- 
ledge the merit of others, as he was ftudious to con- 
? ceal 
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eeal his own, He gave his time to reading lectures, 
which is the nobleft of all occupations; the nobleft 
and. moft pleafing thing of all being to bring to light 
the treafures of hidden knowledge. Whenever any 
one in. his prefence introduced a difcourfe in difpraife 
of a man’s. charatter, either directly or indirectly, he 
had too much politenefs to ftop and reprimand. him ;' 
but he would with great addrefs, and peculiar felici- 
ty, turn the difcourfe to another fubjeét, without 
giving the {peaker the {fmalleft offence.—This vene- 
rable man died at the age of feventy.” 


In this ftrain does this amiable writer. criticife. his 
cotemporary authors; men far inferior to himfelf, 
either in judgment, knowledge of the world, or 
even literature. Perhaps it may be owing to. this 
candour, and mildnefs of difpofition, that he has 
treated fome parts of the mifcondué of the Englith, 
as magiftrates, with fo lenient a hand. He deems 
their conduct meritorious upon the whole, and their 
government advantageous; though the Mahomedans 
_ of rank, whom it has difplaced from all the more lu- 
crative official fituations, are perhaps the only clafs of 
men whofe circumftances it has injured. 


One difadvantage arifing from our fituation in 
India, he has feen, and laments, which arifes from 
the temporary refidence of individuals in the coun- 
try; and the proportionably {mall intereft they can 
feel in its welfare, Men, he obferves, who leave 
their native country with the fole view of acquiring 

an 
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an mdependency, and then to return to it, can have 
little inducement to confer upon their temporary re- 
fidence any permanent improvements. The merito: 
rious bufinefs of planting topes, digging wells, ma- 
king roads, and various employments fuitable for the 
wealthy part of a community, individuals will feldom 
undertake ina country which they hope foon to leave. 
As the Europeans, according to our fyftem, have not’ 
been allowed to colonize in India, there can be no. 
doubt of the juftice of Golam Hoffein’s remarks omy 

this particular. | 
Or injuttice and corruption, as judges, he entirély 
acquits our countrymen ; and of cruelty and oppref- 
fion, as rulers, he brings not the ilighteft imputa» 
tion: from his intimate acquaintance with this fub- 
ject, and his bias, if he felt any, being wholly againtft 
us, we may applaud our countrymen: for having ob- 
tained this honourable teftimony oftheir Nisin 
From want of knowledge in the language, which 
frequently has balacail to the junior fervants, -he 
does accule them of fometimes luffering themielves: 
to be impofed on by'their bannians and circars; nor 
does he conceal that injuftice is fometimes committed 
through their interference. Perfian writings, and 
books, are not committed to the prefs and diffemi- 
nated by publication as in Europe... This author’s 
manufcripts; for many years, were handed about 
privately among the natives: he could therefore - 
have no fear of giving offence to the Englith by 
what he brought forward. This is indeed apparent 
froin 
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from many ftrictures he has written abundantly fe- 
vere; nor does there feem any intention to pleafe by 
flattery in a work that was never fubmitted to the 
perufal of the Englifh: the praifes of General God- 
dart, and of many other individuals to be found in 
thefe volumes, are no exception to this remark, fince 
they are evidently the effufions of fincerity and grati- 
tude; and fome of them, as that of Mr Fullarten, 
were written long after the parties concerned had left 
the country. Without having any knowledge of civil 
liberty in the abftract, this author poffeffed the fulleft 
enjoyment of it; and from this circumftance his tefti- 
mony has become of fo great importance. 


SECT. 


SECT. XXXI. 


OF THE. AYEEN, ACBERY ; 


A Statipical Account of Hindofan during the Reign of Acber. 


Caunpore, “fan. 1799. 


Tus voluminous work is the produétion of the cele- 
brated Vizier of Acber, Abulfazel, a minifter equal-_ 
ly renowned for his talents and integrity: he ferved 
his mafter with fidelity till the forty-feventh year of 
his reign; at which period he was murdered by 
_ fome banditti on his return from the Deccan. There 
are few countries, even the moft civilized, who are 
in pofleffion of fo great a fhare of authentic informa- — 
tion regarding their own internal policy, as this book 
contains. Of its eftimation among the natives we 
have ample proof in the writings of Mahomed Shes 
reeff Motamed Khan, who publifhed about fifteen 
years after the death of Acber, the following cha- 
racter of Abulfazel’s hiftory. | 
. $ «Te 
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“To the learned it is sili known that Alamy 
Sheikh Abulfazel, by the command of the Emper ‘or 
- Jillaledeen Mahommed Acber, wrote the hiftory of 
that monarch, from the commencement of his reign, 
till the time of his own death, and which he entitled 
debernameb. Jt is compofed of three volumes : the 
firft confilts of a fummary account of the Emper or’s 
anceitors ; the fecond volume contains the occur- 
rences of Acber’s reign, frony his acceflion to the 
throne, down to the 47th year, that in which the 
author died; the third contains the Emperor’ s in- 
ftitutes, which is entitled the Ayeen Acbery. a This 
latt volume has lately been tranflated from the ori- 
ginal Perfian by Mr Gladwin, and is divided into 
three paris, containing the Emperor’s regulations for 
every. department of government; a_hiftorical and 
geographical defeription of the twelve viceroyalties 
of Hindoftan; and the work clofes with a full ae 
count of the religion. ‘of the Hindoos, their writings, 
and the feéts into ‘which they are divided. | 


As | a fpecimen of the a ee which the hifto- 
vical part ‘of this. volume is executed by the authot, 
his account of the Soubah of Agra is felected : 
contained the capital of the empire, and the place sf 
the author’s nativity. 


“Tr is fituated in the fecond climate: in length 
from Gatimpoor, which bounds it on the fide of Al- 
Jahabad, to Pulwul, which bounds it on the fide of > 
Delhi: it meafures 175 cofs (350 miles), and its 

Vor, i. < es breadth 
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breadth 1s tet Kinouge to Chundery, ‘in Malwah. 
It isibounded on the ealt by Gatimpoor ; on the welt 
by Pulwul; on the north by the river Ganges ; - and 
on the fouth by Chund dery. ) 


sa hie! this Soubah are many rivers; the chief of 
which are the Jown, (Jumma,) and ae Chumbul. 
A great many fituations m the fouthern mountains, 
ets of this Soubah, are’ remarkably pleafant and 
healthy. Agriculture is here in perfection ; there is 
abundanee of flowers, and fweet-fcented oils; and 
very excellent’ betie: leaf’ “Phey have melons and 
grapes, as fine as are produced in iran and Turan, - 


Acres a larve city, the air-of which i 18 efteem. 
ed very healthy. The river Jown runs throteh it 
for five cofs; and on both fides are delightful 
houfes, inhabited by people of all nations, and where 
are difplayed the sea Otens of every climate, His 
Majefty has erected a fort of red ftone ; the like of 
which no traveller has ever beheld*. It contains. 
alone five hundred ftone buildings of furprifing con- 
-ftruction, in the Bengal, Gujerat, and other ftiles ; 
and the artificers have decorated them with ace 
paintings. At the eaftern gate, are carved in ftone, 
two elephants, with their riders, of excellent work- 
pnantfhip. 


* 


ce In 


* Still in repair, and at present gar risoned by Bowlet: Rew 
Seindia’ s troops, under M. Perron. 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 90} 


“ ‘In ‘former times, Agra was a village dependent 


on Byaneh, where Sultan Jecunder ‘Lowdy kept his 
court. ‘Here his Majefty has founded a moft magni- 
ficent city. On the oppofite fide of the river is the 
_Charbagh, (four gardens,) 2 monument of the mag- 


nificence of the inhabitant of Paradife*. ~The author 


of this book was born on that:fide of the river; and 
there are the tombs of his anceftors, together with 
that of his elder brother Sheikh Fiz, an many 
other eminent perfons are alfo interred -there. 


« Near the city of Agra, upon the banks of the 


river Jown, in a village alled Rung gich, 1 is a famous _ 


place of Nindoo worfhip. 


6 1h eel was formerly dependent. on Bya- 


neh, and then called Suckery. Upon Agra being 


made the feat of government, it alfo became a city: 


it is fituated at the diftance of twelve cofs from the 


city of Agra. It has a ftone fort, containing magni- 
ficent buildings, and over one of the gates are.two 
aftonifhing elephants carved in ftone. The. royal 
palace,’ was the houfes:of the nobility, are-built upon, 
the mountain, but the plains are alfo decorated with 


many buildings and gardens. His Majefty has cauf- 


ed to be ereted on the top of the mountain, a 
mofque, a college, and-a monaftery, for ‘Soffees, 


“ 


which are the admiration of ‘travellers. Adjoining’ . 


ee ee to 


* Humayun, the King’s father. 


{ 
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to the city is a lake, extending twelve cofs, and upon 

the edge of it his Majelty has built an amphitheatre, 
with high minarets. The amphitheatre is ufed for 
the game of Chowgong ; and here are alfo exhibited 
the’ elephant fights. In this neighbourhood is a 
quarry of red ftone, out of which they cut flabs and 
pillars of any dimenfions. 


_& In Agra they manufacture blankets, and fine 
ftuffs; and here are aflembled artificers of every de 
‘nomination. | 


« Bysaned in former times was a capital city. 
It has a large fort containing’ many fubterraneous ca- 
verns, where there are now found warlike inftru- 
nents, and kitchen utenfils: and here is a very high 
tower. ‘Fhe mangos of this place are excellent; 
and fome of them weigh above two pounds. ‘This 


town is famous for very white fugar: here is a well, — 


with the water of which they knead the fugar into a 
paite like flour, and form it into cakes, which they 
eall Gundorelr, and it is carried to great diftances 


-as a rarity; for it cannot be made with any other 


water. The indigo of this place is very fine, felling 
from ten to fixteen rupees per maund. Excellent 
henna, of a high colour, is alfo:to be procured here. 
This town is the burial place of many illuftrious 
men, ‘Toodeh Bheem is a place at the diftance of 
three cofs, where is a cave full of water, whofe depth 
is unfathomable. Mines of copper, and turquoifes 
have been found here; but they will not defray the 

ih expence 
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expence of being worked. Mehterah is a city upon 
the banks of the river Jown, where are many idola- 
trous temples, to which the Hindoos refort. 


“© Caxpee is alfoa city on the banks of the Jown, 

and where are the tombs of many great perlonages. 
Very good fugar is to be procured here. At the 
time that the Sherkian dynafty firft eftablithed them- 
felves, the Princes of Calpee were tributary to Del- 
hi. When Kudder Khan, who governed here, re- 
belled, Sultan Howfhing came from Malwah, 
_ ceived his fubmiffion, and then reinftated him in his 
government. Sultan Mahmood, of the Shekian 
dynafty, took i it from Nuffer Khan, the fon of Kudder 
Khan. 


% Mdvoties was in ancient times the capital city of 
Hindoftan*. 


< GuALtor is a famous fort, in which there are 
many ftately buildings; and there is a {tone elephant 
over the gate. The air and water of this place are 
both efteemed good. It has always been celebrated 
for fine fingers and beautiful women, 


¢ Attore has confiderable manufactures of 
-woollen carpets, and glafs. At Beeral are feveral 
as evan copper 


* The ruins are still extant; they extend over a space of 


fifteen miles. 
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copper mines fo profitable, that out of a maunde of 
ore, they extract thirty-five feers of metal. Here has 
alfo been difcovered a filver mine, pis it is not worth 
working. | | : 


“ Near the mountains of Narnole, is a well, 
which the Hindoos worfhip: and when the TFitte 
Amavus * happens. upon a Friday, the water flows 
over at : fun-rife. 


“* THers ate alfo. copper mines at Singonoh: Da- 
dypoor, and at Kotepotely: and at the town of Kan- 
wery are many cold and hot {prings.. 


‘¢ Tris Soubah contains thirteen fircars, fubdi- 
vided into two hundred and three pergunnahs. The 
meafured lands are two crore feventy-eight lacks of 
biggahs, and eighteen bifwahs, The amount of re- 
Venue IS fixty-four crore, fixty-two lacks, fiity thou- 
-fand, three hundred and four dams; or in Sicca ru- 
pees, 16,156,257; of which there are of Seyurgal, 
one crore, twenty-one lacks, five thoufand, feven 
hundred and three drams; Siccah rupees 255,392. 
This Subah furnifhes 50,600 cavalry; 577,570 in- 
fantry, and 221 elephants.”’ 


{¢ 


* The latt divifion of the mosth correfponding to the thir. 
teenth day; this {pace correfponds with twelve degrees of the 
moon’s progrefs. 
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Tv may be obferved of this account, that fome ar- 
ticles exceed, while others fall fhort of the contribu- 
‘tions levied on the reft of the empire. 51x hundred 
thoufand troops, allowing an equal number for the 
other eleven Soubahs, would bring the imperial 
army to feven Cee two hundred thoufand men 
while we find, by the dame author, that its adual 
amount did not reach five roillions, 


Is the military contribution levied on the Soubah 
ef Agra, exceeds that of the other portions of the 
empire, the money .adeflment falls much below it, 
though we fhould have expected a different refult, 
fince wealth naturally flows to the feat of government. 
The fum afforded by this prov ce 1S ae two mil. 
dions of our money, which gives for the twelve Sou- 
bahs, an affeflment of peer a millions. We 
find, however, that the ufual revenne, during the 
reign of Acber, amounted to thirty-fix millions Ster- 
ling; a fum moderate, when compared to the ex ctent 
ard population of the Mogul empire. 


Tuer revenue here given aa the grofs, ts detailed 
in an after part of th 
Jummah, (afleflment of 


ve work, entitled Tuckfeem 

lar = where the total fum is 
diftributed among each fep rate mahl, and diftrict of 
the country. 


As nearly a third part of the Mogul empire is at 
preient under the protection of the Britifh govern- 
ment, it cannot fail to {trike the Englifh reader that 

T 4 ‘ 
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a vaft faving of hands. is Nie to agriculture and. 
manufaGtures by the introduétion of European di- 
{cipline among the native troops, and the confequent 
vedudtion of their number. On the fame feale with 
the Mogul eftablifhment, our army in India fhould 
amount to two millions ; ; but a more correét difci-, 
pline has enabled us to execute the fame fervice, and 
in a much more effectual manner, by a twentieth part 
of the number of men, This, however, is by no 
means the only immediate advantage refulting from 
European conquefts in India. War is a much more 
rare occurrence now than formerly : when it does 
happen, It 1s carried on to a conclufion in lefs time, 
and with more humanity ; ;..while the, grand purpofe ) 
of an army, the protection, of life and property, is fe- 
cured in a degree Superior beyond all comparifon. a 
When the Englifh army firft entered the province of = 
Behar, ie the prefent Emperor, we have the tefti- 
mony of a native author of high confideration, “that # 
they hardly injured a blade of grats* ; ? and if, in’ # 
fubfequent times, they have been guilty of irregula- 
xities, thefe will bear no comparifon with the evils in- 
wartably attendant on the prefence ofa native army. 


* Colam Hossein Khan, in his Seir Mutakhareen. 
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OF TRADES AND PROFESSIONS AS PRACTISED AMONG 
THE NATIVES OF INDIA. 


RTS Bo HP O'S He Le Ne ee. 


Caunpore, fan. 17 98, 


‘THREE caufes have been afligned for the {mall pro- 
grefs made by the Oriental nations in the arts; the 
tyranny of their defpotic governments; the ener- 
vating heat of the climate ; and their attachment to 
ancient ufages. By a reflecting mind, however, thefe 
will be found eafily vablicitsle’ to the fecond ; for if 
the energies of body and mind are injured by ‘the el- 
fects of dlivheatens defpotifm, the mott fimple of all 
forms of government, will of confequence arife ; and 
cuftom will become naturally a guide wali the 
powers of intellect are weak. 


Tue prefent {tate of almoft all the arts, compared 
with the ancient monuments of them which {till re- 
anain, demonitrates that they have long continued 

| ftationary, 
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{tationary, and offers a ftrong prefumption that they 
never will be carried to a very high degree of per- 
fection. Unfortunately the, art. of government has 
always been the leaft perfeét of any; as adminifter- 
ed by the Indian princes, it has never afforded a 
{fteady encouragement to the fciences, nor any ade- 
quate rewards to their profeffors. Educated in the 
floth and ignorance of a feraglio, the fovereigns of 
India could not appreciate in their fubjects qualities” 
of which they were deftitute themfelves: they were 
accuftomed to pay their artifts by the day, like the 
meaneft mechanic; and their icholars, if they had 
any, were fuffered rs live and die in the fame mife- 
rable ob{curity, as i they had handled the fpade or 
the plough. If ever their pleafures aflumed a more 
manly complexion, fHll it was only one trade that 
they encouraged : war was their profefiion, and pro- 
perty their plunder, 

Wuar is faid, by a good obferver, of the ftate of 
painting among the Hindoos, is applicable in a great 
meafure to the other arts ; they are conducted by no 
{cientific principles ; and the effect produced, is the 
relult of patient exa@nels, or a happy kvack, rather 
tnan of a well conceived defiga, *¢ La peinture chez 
les Indiens. eft, et fera towours dans Penfance: iis 
trouvent admirable un tableau chargé de rouge et de 
bleu, et dont les. perfonnages RY vétus d’or. Ils 

’entendent. point le clair obfeur, n ’arrondiflent ja-- 
mais les objets, et ne favent pas les mettre en per- 

, {pective ; 
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{pective ; en un mot leurs meilleures peintures ne 
font que de mauvaifes enluminures *.”’ 


Pernars their painted cloths are more indebted 
to the brilliancy of the colours, and the goodnefs of 
the water, than any fkill of the artift, for that admi- 
ration with which they have been viewed. It mutt 
be acknowledged, that fome of our European natu- 
ralifts have found excellent draftfmen among the na- 
tives, who have executed drawings of many [peci- 
mens of natural hiftory, with much neatnefs and ac- 
curacy. The laborious exaétnefs with which they 
imitate every feather of a bird,. or the fmalleft fibre 
on the leaf of a plant, renders them valuable affift- 
ants in this department ; but farther than this they 
cannot advance one {tep. If your bird is to be placed 
on a rock, or upon the branch of a tree, the draitf- 
man is at a {land ; the object is not before him; and 
his imagination can fupply nothing. Sculpture among 
the Hindoos, labours under the fame imperfection 
with painting : the numberlefs ftatues which we fee 
in their temples, are poorly defigned, and worfe ex 

cuted; nor do thefe religious edifices imprefs i 
mind with a more favourable idea of the architec- 
ture, than the {fculpture of India. The columns and 
pulars which adorn their immenfe pagodas, are de- 
flitute of any fixed proportions, and the edifices 
themfelves are fubjeted to no rules of architecture. 

Phe 


ae Voyages de S Sonnerat aux Indes, Tom. i. p. 99- 
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"The celebrated , maufcledim at Agra, commonly cal- 
Jed the Tage Mahi, which has fo often been defcrib- 
ed by travellers, ‘has little to boaft of, either in fim- 
plicity or elezance of defign. The immenfity of its 
: lize, its cottly ornaments, and the minute exaGtnefs 
‘of its decorations, in particular parts, are worthy of | 
notice; but they afford much ftronger proofs of the © 
wealth and magnificence of Shah Jehan, than the 
corretinefs of his tafte. dn China, Egypt and India, 
where a numerous population, plenty of provifions, 
cand defpotic power, in the’ hands of a fingle perfon, 
have enabled the monarchs to execute works, in 
extent far more vaft than thofe in Europe, that cir- 
cumftance, however, cannot eftablifh their claim to 
£ a proficiency in the arts, nor to the fame. kill in 
the principles of {c1ence. 


Ir we are to judge merely from ‘the number otf in- 
ftruments, and the frequency with which they ap- 
ply them, the Hindoos might be regarded as confi- 
erable profici ents in mufic, yet thas the teftimony 
of all bees ars deemed it equally ‘imperfect as the 

ther iarts.. “Their warlike inftruments are rude, 
noify, Or jnartificial : and m the temples, thofe 
employed for the pur pofes of religion, are managed 
‘apparently on the fame principle; for, in their ded, ; 
the moft pleafant and harmonious, is ;that sah, 
makes the loudelt noife. In this country, mufic, or 
rather noife, is a neceflary adjunct of wealth and 
oe : ve beating of the Nagari (great drum) is 
the emb a of f fovercien pow er; and the various de- 
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legations of it are typified by fome particular inftru- 

ments. . The different clafles of jug glers, and partie . 

cularly thofe who charm ferpents, m: Reet i 
inftrument: which they call magond: 5 byt 

of which they not only make chew Ay ere edi 

them out of the houfes, put them into ees, gosh 


carry them about. aS ..ani exhibit! yn to 


people. . It. is.generally the fame elafs = frollers 
wno perform feats of dexterity and lege: rdemain, in 
order to. collect money from the crowds who follon Ww 
them ; and it muft be allowed, that an thefe. feats 
the Hindoos excel all mankind. 


Tus Hindoo tradefmen of all be riptions, are 
charaterifed by the fimplicity of their tools, the 
imallnefs of their number, and by the want of all 
complex machinery. In. the manufacture of fine 
muflin, im which they, excel | all the world, the 
wheel, the reel, and the loom, pare .oi.a fimple .and 
artlefs ftrudure, yet the work produced cannet be 
equalled by European machinery, aided by every ef- 
fort. of ingenuity and {kill.. This, however, is per- 
haps the only manufacture in which the fuperior art 
and capital of Europeans has not ye et enabled them to 
furpafs their teachers; for in the common pie 
goods, all the variety and clege ance of, pattern is of 
origin < is ote ee. 

“Tun articles Pigniihed by fhe: Bick ‘erneh, ilver 
oN gold fmithsy cannot be. compared. either jn ' 
Strength or clegance with the Pp reductio ons of Ex. 


rope, 
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rope, though they furprife by the inefliciency of the 
tools by which they aie fabricated. The brazier and 
Buck generally carry about with them their 
fcanty frock of implements, confifting of httle more 
than a hammer, a file , and pair of tongs, with a bel- 
lows : the forge is fail 2 ae the ‘bivdil being 
frequently a ftone ; and when the work is finifhed, 
they pack up their end, and fet out'in: queft of a . 
new employer. ‘The c carpenter ‘has felt any i in- 
{irument beyond the faw, the hammer, the chifel, 
and ancl contrived a pegs ground is -hts bench, 

and — foot. holds the wood ; but the work which 
occupies him a month adil be completed by our 
WOT remen in three or four days. 


Tw all the more laborious ‘proféffions, the want of 
proper implements and machinery is fill more fen- 
fibly félt: ‘the thrafhing and erinding of corn are 
tedious and fevere proceffes in ‘rural labour, which 
the Hindoo i ingenuity has made no: effeétual effort to 
{horten or facilitate. A water mill, or fteam: “engine, 
cuided bya fingle perfon, periorms in one day, more 
ee the laste of an hundred women, -at the hand 
mill: and it is probable that the invention of. ma- 
chinery has abridged the tedious labour of {pinning 

cotton to lefs than a‘ fiftieth part. 

in naval architecture, as a fcience, the Orientals — 
were totally deficient on the firft arrival ‘of ‘Euro- 7 


peans ; in its'‘pradtice as an art, they were flow and 


‘awh sisal This employment requiring the «united 
: sec 
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application of ficill and ma ichinery , and | hard 1abous, 
the work of a fingle carpenter is equal to that of ten 
natives; his wares » however, are in the fame pro- 
portion, and pec etyer ee is nearly of equal expence 
whether executed by European or native labour. 
‘The bufinefs of fhip-building affords-a happy illuftra- 
tion of the mutual benefit derived from their inter- 
courle by thefe two races of men. European capi- 
tal and fkill, has enabled the Hindoos to build many 
of the beft fhip ps that navigate the fea, who formerly 
could execute nothing fuperior to the wretched -crait 
that had for twenty centuries plied upon the Ganges. 
The warm climate of India would have rendeted the 
knowledge of Europeans ufelef8 and inefficient, un. 
efs they had been fipplied with operative hands he- 
bituated to thefe tropical regions. - 


Tue different occupations of tanners, leather fel- 
lers, and fhoemakers, equally demonftrate the imper- 
fection of the Indian artifts, and the benefit they 
have received from their mtereourfe with Europe. 
Formerly thefe tradefmen were treated as the vileft 
‘and moft worthlefs of human beings: they had no 
implements, but their laft, their knife, and awl; 
provifion of leather, or ftock of goods’: whoever 
needed a pair df fhoes, had to pay the price in ad- 
vance to the tradefman, who bought the animal whofe 
hide was to furnifh the material. So ill condu@ted 
was the whole proceis, that ina few days he prepared 
the leather, and delivered the fhoes. Their working 
in leather, and eating of flefh, has, in the eyes of the 

2 Hine 
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Hindoos, caft a degree of infamy upon their call 
which no effort of E Furopeans can remove ; they are 
fill ranked antong the moft degraded of men; and 
dwell in huts feparate from the towns and. villages ; 
but new procefics 1 in tanning have been introduced, 
and fhoes are A seta: by them nearly equal to 
thofe imperted. from Europe, and at one third of the 
price. ‘The.countenance of Europeans being with- 
held by no prejudice againft their profeffion, it is pot- 
fible that their humiliating condition has been in 
fome degree foftened of its rigours _ 


THE watering of land ce a hot climate, is an ope- 
ration as neceflary, as it is laborious: and fatiguing : 
in no part of India is this work much abridged -by — 
“machinery ; in many parts it is drawn from wells 
by the ftrength of cattle ; in others, itis: lifted from. 

refervoirs by human labour, by the moft inartificial 
pei A common bafket, made water-tight with 
a fort of pitch, is attached. to a rope, and fwung by 
two men, one on each fide, holding the rope; in one 
part of the circumference it defcribes, it is filled with | 
water, which is. emptied as it afcends toa higher ele. 
vation. This is far more laborious, and lefs effectual 
than the water-wheels of the Chinefe ; which, awk- 
| wardly as they are con{tructed, raife many tuns of 


water in the fpace yer! few hours. 


ARES og lied ane x SOE 


SECT. XXXII. 


THE STATE OF MARRIED WOMEN AMONG THE 
MAHOMEDANS, 
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Caunpore, Fan. 1798. 


Or this important part of domeftic economy among 
Afiatics, Europeans are, notwithftanding all that has 
been written upon the fubject, worfe informed than of 
any other. ‘The very name of the apartments deftin- 
ed for the refidence of married women, Haram, (for- 
bidden,) implies the exclufion of all ftrangers, par- 
ticularly males, from thefe abodes. Our medical 
gentlemen, (and even with them the occurrence is 
very rare,) are the only perfons ever fuffered to ap- 
proach the dwelling of a married woman of rank: 
when in cafe of any dangerous illnefs a phyfician is ap- 
plied to, he is only permitted to approach the door 
of the apartment, which is covered with a fereen, 
and there he mutt prefcribe, without fecing her, ac- 
cording to the replies he receives to his enquiries re- 
lating to her complaint. Hence the various rela- 

wor. IT. VU tions 
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tions, regarding the privileges, cuftoms, and ein- 
ployment of Afiatic females, are generally the off- 
{pring of the narrator’s vanity, and may be regarded 
as deititute of truth and accuracy, fince the writers 
enjoyed no opportunity of better information, Of 
the general fat, only, the feclufion of all females of 
rank, an European can decide; and when he urges 
the advantages of a freer intercourfe on the female 
character, he can {peak on no fubjeét on which he is 
lefs likely to perfuade. To a Muffulman, our no- 
tions regarding the treatment of females, always ap- 
pear abfurd, and ridiculous; and he feldom feems 
more fatisfied with his wifdom, than when he expa- 
tiates on the bad confequences which are fometimes 
the refult of them. 


Ir was to a converfation on this fubje&, with a 
learned Muflulman, who lately vifited England, that 
we are indebted for “ A Vindication of the Liber- 
ties of Afiatic Women,” written in Perfian by Abu 
Taleb Khan, a native of Lucknow, in the province 
of Owde. This paper, the produ@ion of a learned 
Afiatic, upon this interefting fubjeG, has been tranf- 
lated, and preferved m the Afiatic Annual Regifter, 
as a more authentic document, than perhaps the 
public are yet in poffeffion of, relating to the married 
ftate of the Orientalitts. ; 


“¢ One day, fays Abul Taleb, in a certain com- 
pany, the converfation turned upon Jiberty, in re- 


{peét of which the Enelifh confider their own cuf- 


toms 


| 
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toms as the moft perfect in the world. An Englifh 
lady, addreffing herfelf to me, obferved, that the wo- 
men of Afia had no liberty at all, but live like 
flaves, without honour, and without authority, in 
the houfes of their hufbands; and fhe cenfured the 
men for their unkindnefs, sad the women alfo, for 
fubmitting to be fo undervalued. However much 
attempted, by various ways, to undeceive her, by 
oblerving, that the truth is exa@tly the reverfe, (for 
it is the European women who do not poffefs fo 
much power,) yet it did not bring conviétion to her 
mind. She, however, began to waver in her own 
opinion, and falling into doubt, requefted of me to 
write fomething on the fubjeét, the purport of which 
fhe might comprehend at oné view, and be enabled 
to diftincuifh the truth from falfehood. 


*¢ SINCE the fame wrong opinion is deeply rooted 
in the minds of all other Europeans, and has heen 
frequently held forth, I confidered it neccffiv to 
write a few lines concerning the privileges of ‘he fe. 
male fex, as eftablifhed both by law and cuftom, in 
Afia, and in Europe, omitting whatever was com. 
mon to both, and noticing what is peculiar to each, 
in the manner of comparifon, that the diftinGion 
may be the more eafily made, and the real ftate of 
the cafe become vide to thofe capable of difcern 
ment. 


“Ir mutt firft. be laid down as a general maxim, 


that in focial order, refpe& to the rules of politencts, 
U2 and. 
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and forbearance from injury, is a neceflary condi 
tion; for, otherwife, the liberty of one would be de- 
{tructive of the liberty of another: thus, if a perfon 
be at liberty to do in his own houfe what may en- 
danger the fafety of his.neighbour’s, this muft bein 
direct oppofition to the liberty of that neighbour; 
or, if in order to free himfelf from the inconvenience 
of the hot weather, he fhould vifit his friend in his 
drefling gown, or night fhirt, although it would be 
eafe and liberty to him, yet it would be fowing the 
feeds of ill-breeding; therefore the obfervance of 
thefe rules is effential. 


“ Tuosr things which make the liberty of the 
Afiatic women appear lefs than that of the Euro- 
peans, are in my opinion fix: Mr/f, The little imter- 
courfe with men, and concealment from view, agree- 
able to law, and their own habits; arid this is the 
chief of the whole; for. it has been the caufe of thofe 
falfe notions entertained by European women, that 
the inclination of the Afiatic females leads them to 
walk out in the ftreets, and market places, and that 
their hufbands keep them fhut up, and fet guards 
upon their doors It may be here obferved, that the 
advantages of this /i##/e intercourfe, which prevents all 
the evils from the admittance of flrangers, and 
affords fo much time for employment and_ ufeful 
work, are fo very manifeft, that they need not be 


enlarged upon: the practice in London of keeping _ 


the doors of the houfes fhut, and the contemptible 
condition of the Dutch at the Cape of Good Hope, 
are 


ee 
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are fufficient proofs. If, notwithftanding this, the 
cultom of intercourfe of the fexes is allowed in 
England, it is owing both to the force of cuftom, 


and good morals among the Englith, and to the ap- 


prehenfion ef greater incanveniences in the contrary 
practice. The chief of thefe inconveniencies are 
four; firft the high price of all things, and the fmall 


number of fervants, and rooms; for were there a fe- 


-parate houfe and table, and equipage for the wile, the 


expence would be too great to be borne; and there- 
fore of neceflity both hufband and wife eat their 
food, with their cuefts in one place, fleep together in 
the fame chamber ; and cannot avoid being always 
in each other’s company: whereas in Afia, where, 
by the cheapnefs of work, the women have feparate 
apartments for themfelves, they have not to make 
their time and convenience fuit that of their huf- 
bands. When their particular friends are with them, 
they do not defire their hufband’s company, for fe- 
veral days, but fend his victuals to him in the mur- 
danna, (men’s apartment); and, in like manner, 
when the hufband withes to be undifturbed, he eats 
and fleeps in the murdannah. 


“<A fecond reafon for this intercourfe in England 
is, the coldnefs of the climate, which requires exercife 
and walking, and the hufband to fleep in the fame 
bed with his wife: but concealment from view is in- 
compatible with walking ; and as for the fecond cafe, 
the want of room is the caufe: for it is natural for 


-mankind, when under diftrefs and affliction of mind, 


U 3 ; to 
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to wifh frequently for retirement and privacy, by 
jleeping alone. 


“¢ A third caufe is, the people here being all of one 
race; for in this kingdom, placed in a corner of the 
globe, where there is no coming nor going of fo- 
reigners, the intercourfe of the fexes is not attended 
with the fame confequences of a corruption of man- 
ners, as in Afia, where people of various nations 
dwell in the fame city; and to allow the women 
fuch a liberty there, where there is fuch danger of | 
corruption, would be an encroachment upon the li. 
berty of the men, which (as fhown in the beginning ) 
is contrary to juftice. That a corruption of manners 
- mult enfue, where various kinds of people mix to- 
gether, is too evident to need demonitration. Be- 
fore the Muffulmans entered Hindoftan, the women 
did not conceal themfelves from view; and even 
now, in all the Hindoo villages, it is not cuftomary ; 
and it is well known how inviolable the Hindoos 
preferve their own cuftoms, and how obitinately they 
are attached to them: but now fo rigidly do women 
in the great towns obferve this practice of conceal- 
ment from view, that the bride does not even fhow 
herfelf to her father-in-law, and the fifter comes but 
feldom into the prefence of her brother. 


* AA fourth caufe of the cuftom in Europe is, the 
neceflity which the women there have to acquire ex- 
perience in the affairs of the world, and to learn va- 
rious arts on account of the duty laid upon them of 


taking 
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faking part in their hufband’s bufinefs. This expe- 
rience ¢ould not be obtained by keeping in con- 
cealment; whereas the duties of Afiatic women con: 
fifting only in having the cuftody of the hufband’s pro- 
perty, and bringing up the children, they have no 
occafion for fuch experience, or for laying afide their 
own cuftom of concealment, What has been jut 
faid, was to fhow that the Afiatic women have no 
neceflity to expofe their perfons; but it mutt alfo be 
obferved that they have many reafons for preferring 
privacy. One is the love of leifure, and repofe from 
the fatigue of motion; a fecond, their defire of pre- 
ferving their honour by not mixing with the vulgar, 
nor fuffering the infults of the low and rude, who 
are always pafling along the ftreets. ‘This feeling 
they have in common Sith the wives of European 
noblemen, who, to preferve their dignity, are never 
feen walking on the {treets; and alfo with ladies in 
private life, who, when walking out at night, and 
even in the day, are always attended by a male 
friend, or fervant, who protects them, 


“¢ ‘THe notion which the European women have, 
that the women of Afia never fee a man’s face but 
their hufband’s, and are debarred from all amufe- 
ment and fociety, proceeds entirely from mifinfor- 
mation: they can keep company with their huf- 
band’s and father’s male relations, and with old 
neighbours and domeftics; and at meals there are 
always many men and women of this defcription 
prefent: and they can go in palankeens to the 

U 4 houfes 
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houfes of their relations, and of ladies of their own 
rank, even though the hufbands are unacquainted ; 
and alfo to walk in the gardens, after {trangers are 
excluded; and they can fend for muficians, and 
dancers to entertain them at their own houfes; and 
they have many other modes of amufement befides 
thofe mentioned | 


‘¢ THe, fecond caufe why the liberty of Afiatic 
women appears lefs than that of Europeans is, the 
privilege of the hufband, by law, to marry feveral 
wives. This, to the European women, feems a grie- 
yous oppreflion; and they hold thofe very cheap 
who fubmit to It. But, in truth, the caufe of this 
law and cuftom is the nature of the female fex them- 
felves, which feparates them from the hufband, the 
feveral laft months of pregnancy, and time of fuck- 
ling ; and befides thefe, the Afiatic women have 
many other times of being feparate from their huf. 
bands.. ‘This privilege not being allowed by the 
Englith law, is indeed a great hardfhip upon the 
Englith hufbands ; whereas the Afiatic law permit- 
iting polygamy, does the hufband juftice, and wrongs 
not the wife; for the honour of the firft, and equal 
wife is not affected by it: thofe women who fubmit 
to marry with a married man, not being admitted 
into the fociety of ladies, as they are never of high 
or wealthy families, no man of honour ever allowing 
his daughter to make fuch a marriage, 


a4 THE 
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** "YHE mode in which thefe other wives live is 
this ; thofe who are of genteel extraction, have a fe- 
parate houfe for themfelves, like kept miftreffes in 
England; and thofe who are not, live in the houfe of 
the equal wife, like fervants, and the hufband at times 
conveys himfelf to them in a clandeftine manner, 
Befides, thefe wives cannot invade any of the rights 
of the equal wife; for although they and their 
children are by law entitled to inheritance, yet fince 
the equal wife]never marries without a very large 
dowry fettled upon her, all that the hufband leaves 
goes to the payment of this dowry, and nothing re- 
mains for his heirs. The opinion, that the men of 
Afia have three or four wives, is very ill-founded, 
for in common they have only one; out of a thou- 
Jand there will be fifty perfons who have from one 
to two, and ten out of thefe who have not more 
than two, The fear of the bad. confequence of po- 
lygamy makes men fubmit with patience to the times 
of feparation from the equal wife, as much the better 
way ; for, from what I know, it is eafier to live with 
two tygrefles than two wives, 


“ Tue third caufe, is the power of dvorce being 
in the hands of the hufband. This is ordained by 
law, byt not practifed ; for if a great offence be the 
motive to divorce a wife, and if it be proved againft 
her, fhe receives punifhment by the order of the ma- 
giftrate, or from the hufband, with the concurrence 
of all her relations ; and if the offence be.of a trivial 
nature, fuch as a difference of temper and infociabi- 
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lity, the hufband punifhes her by leaving the female 
apartment and living in his own. But the reafon for 
divorce being the will of thé hufband, lies in the 
very juftice of the law, and the diftinGion of the 
male fex over the female, on account of the greater 
fhare they take in the management of the world; for 
all the laborious work falls to their lot, fuch as car- — 
rying heavy burdens, going to war, repulfing ene 
mies, &c. and the women generally fpend their lives 
in repofe and quiet. Neverthelefs, if a wife eftablifh 
a criminal offence againft her hufband, fuch as an 
unfair diftribution of his time among them, or a di- 
minution of the neceffaries of life, fhe can obtain a 
divorce in fpite of him. 


¢¢ Tre fourth ts, the little credit the law attaches 
to the evidence of women in Afia ; for, in a court of 
juftice, every fact is proved by the teftimony of two 
men 3 but if women be the witneffes, four are requi- 
red, ‘This does not arife from the fupertority of the 
one over the other, but it is founded on the little ex. 
perience and knowledge women poflefs, and the fic- 
klenefs of their difpofition. 


‘“¢ The fifth is, the Afiatic women having to leave 
off going to balls and entertainments, and wearing 
{hewy dreffes and ornaments, after the death of their 
hufbands. This is owing to their great affection for 
their hufband’s memory; and their own modes and 
habits ; for there is nothing to prevent a woman from 
doing otherwife, or marying a fecond hufband, but 
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the dread of expofing herfelf to the ridicule and cen- 
fure of women of her own rank. 


“Tur fixth is, the Afiatic daughters not having 
the liberty of choofing their hufbands. On this head 
nothing need be faid; for in Europe this liberty is 

nearly nominal, fince without the will of the father 
and mother the daughters choice is of no avail; and 
in its effects, it ferves only to encourage running 
away (as the male and female flaves in India do,) and 
to breed coldnefs and trouble among the members of 
afamily. But granting that fuch a liberty does exift 
in England, the defpair and mifery it muft always en- 
tail are very evident. The choice of a girl juft come 
from the nurfery, and defirous by nature to get a 
hufband, in an affair upon which the happinefs of 
her whole life depends, can neither deferve that re. 
{pect nor confideration which is due to the choice of 
her parents, who have profited by experience, and 
are not blinded by pafliion. 


“ Bur what the Afiatic women have more than 
the European, both by law and cultom, may be rank- 
ed under eight heads: « Firft, Their power over the 
property and children of the hufband by cuftom; for 
the men of Afia confider the principal object of mar- 
riage, after the procreation of their own {pecies for 
the worfhip of God, two things, the one to have their 
money and effeéts taken care of, and the other to 
have their children brought up, fo that they them- 
felves being entirely difengaged of thefe concerns, 
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may turn the whole of their endeavours to the attains 
_ment of their various purfuits.. The chief part, theres 
fore, of whatever wealth they may acquire, they give 
in shat ve to their wives, and thus the women have it 
in their power to annihilate in one day, the product 
ef a whole life, Although this feldom happens, yet 


it often occurs, that the hufband, who has amafled a _ 


laree fortune in youth and power, and has delivered 
it in charge to his wife, when he demands it back in 
old age and neceflity, fhe does not allow him more 
than dite fupport, and lays the reft up in g place of 
fecurity for the fake of her children. And. fo great 
is the power they poflefs, as to the difpofal of their 
children, that frequent ly they are brought up without 
any education, or die in childhood ; for the women, 
on account of. their little fenfe, are never pleafed to 


part with their children, by fending them to {chool, 


and to acquire experience by travelling ; and when 
they fall fick, they give them improper medicines, by 
the advice of their own confidents; or, from theix 
-foftneis of heart, indulge them in whatever it is the 


nature of the fick to take a longing for, and thus — 


they caufe their death, 


««Srconn, Their power by cuftom, as to the 
marriage of their children, and choice:of their religis 
ous faith; for if the hufband withes to give one of 
them in marriage to.a perfon the mother difapproves 
of, the match does not take place, but in the other 
way it generally does. All the children, both male 
and female, from being moftly in the company of the 

mother, 
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mother, and looking upon her as their protector 
again{t the father, whom, on account of his wifhing 
to have them educated, they confider ds their tor- 
mentor, follow the religious tenets of their mother, 
and remain perfeét {trangers to thofe of their father. 
It often happens where the wife is a Schiah, and the 
hufband’a Sounie, the children having been Shiahs 
from their own natural difpofition, and the inftrucs 
tion of the mother, {peak difrefpectfully of the chiefs 
of the Soumie feét, in théir father’s prefence ; and he 
who never all his life bore fuch language from any 
perfon, but was ready to put the fpeaker of it to death, 
has no redrefs but patiently to hear it from them, as, 
on account of their want of underftanding, they-are . 
excufeable: and thus by frequent repetition, his at- 
tachment to his faith is fhaken, and in the courfe of 

time, he either forfakes it entirely, or remains in it 
with lukewarmnefs. 

« Tur, Their authority of their fervants; for 
the fervants of the Murdannah, the keeping and 
changing of whom is in the hands ‘of the hufband, 
through fear of expofing themfelves to the difpleafure 
of the wife, when fhe finds a proper opportunity, by 
their committing fome fault, which fervants are con- 
{tantly doing, are more obedient to her, than their 
“own matters: and the fervants of the Zenana, whom 
the wife has. the care of retaining, or turning off, 
{tand fo much in awe of their miftrefs, that many of 
them pafs their whole lives in the Zenana, without 
eyer once coming into the prefence of the hufband. 

Some 
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Some of them never perform any fervice for him at 
all, and others who do, enter not into difcourfe with 
him ; and the women are fo obftinate in this reipeét, 
that their hufbands néver can ‘turn off one of the 
fervants, but his very’ complaint againft them is a 
recommendation ; and his recommendation has the 
effect of a complaint, by fubjecting ahend to their 
multres’s refentment. 


< ConTRARY to this is the manner of the Euro- 
pean ladies, who have not their own will with their 
children and fervants, but live more like free and fa- 
miliar guefts in their hufbands’ houfes; and the 
houfehold eftablifhment and equipage being common 
to both, if any part, as the carriage, for example, is 
previoufly employed by the one, the other has to 
wait till it is difengaged : of this there is no doubt, 
that if a quarrel enfues between an Engtith hufband 
and wife, the wife has to leave the houfe, and feek 
her dinner, either at her father’s, or .a friend’s ; 
whereas in Afia, it is the hufband who has to go out; 
for frequently the utenfils of cookery are not kept in 
the murdannah. 


‘- FourTH, the freedom, by cuftom of the Afia- 
tic women from affifting in the bufinefs of the huf- 
band, or fervice of his guefts; whereas: this is gene- 
rally the bufinefs of European wives, whether their 
hufbands be of a genteel bufinefs, fuch as jewellery, 
mercery, or perfumery, or the more fervile ones; I 
have feen many rife from their dinner to anfwer the 
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demands of a purchafer: and although all thefe du. 
ties are not required of the ladies, yet fome, efpecial- 
ly the entertaining of the guefts, carving and helping 
the difhes at table, and making the tea and coffee, are 
generally performed by them. Now the Afiatic la- 
dies have no fuch duties at all; but live in the man- 
ner before defcribed. | 


“ Firtuy the greater deference the Afiatic ladies 
find paid to their humours, and prefcriptive right of 
teazing their hufbands by every pretext, which is 
confidered as an effential quality of beauty: for if a 
wite does not put thefe in practice, but is fubmitlive 
to her hufband’s will in every thing, her charms very 
foon lofe their brilliancy in his eyes. Thus when a 
wile goes to vifit her father, fhe will not return to her 
hufband, till he has come himfelf-feveral times to 
fetch her; and being as often vexed by her breaking 
her promife. And every day when dinner is ferved, 
by pretending to be engaged at the time, the keeps 
her hufband waiting, and does not come till the meat 
is cold; and in the fame manner, at bed-time; for 
returning quickly from their father’s houfe, is con- 
fidered as a fign of fondnefs for the hufband, which 
looks ill, as they think; and coming foon to dinner, 
in their opinion, betrays the difpofition of a hungry 
beggar. In thefe and fuch cafes, the hufband has 
nothing for it but patience; nay, it ever pleafes him. 
I have known many beautiful women, conftant in 
their affeCtion, and obedient to their hufbands night 
and day, whom, for want of thefe qualities, their huf- 

hands 
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bands quickly grew tired of; and unjuftly deferted, 


for the fake of plain women who poffeffed them. 


“« Sixru, The greater reliance placed by the Afia- 
tic hufbands in their wives’ virtue, both from law and 
cultom. Although European ladies can go out of 
doors, and difcourfe with ftrangers, yet this is not al- 
lowed, unlefs they have a trufty perfon along with 
them, either of the hufband’s or the father’s ; and 
fleeping out all night is abfolutely denied them. The 
Afiatic ladies, on the contrary, when they go to the 
_houfe of a lady of their acquaintance, though their 
hufbands be cntire flrangers, are not attended by any 
perfon of the hufband’s or father’s, and they fpend 
not only one or two nights in that houfe, but even a 
whole week : and. in fuch a houfe, though the mafter 
is prohibited from entering the apartments where they 
are, yet the young men of fifteen,~belonging to the 
family or relations, under the name of. children, have 


free accefs, and eat with and: enter into the amufe~ 


ments of their cuelts. 


© SEVENTH, Their fhare in the childrem by law. 
Wor, if a divorce happens, the fons go to the father, 
and the daughters to the mother, contrary to the cuf- 
tom in England, where, ifa divorce happens, the mo- 
ther, who for twenty years may have toiled and con- 
fumed herfelf in bringing up her children, has to 
abandon all to the father, and full of grief and: afflic- 
tion, leave his: houfe; : 
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“* Ercntu, The eafe both by law and cuftoms 
with which the wife may feparate herfelf from her 
hufband, when there may be a quarrel between them, 
without producing a divorce. Thus the wife, in an 
hour’s time’ after the difpute, fets off with the chil- 
dren and her property to the houfe of her father, of 
relations, and until her hufband makes her fatisfac- 
tion fhe does not return: and this fhe can always do 
without a moment’s delay. 


‘“ Besipes thefe eight, as above noticed, of the 
fuperior advantages the Afiatic women enjoy over the 
European, there are many others here omitted for 
brevity’s fake. What has been faid is enough for 
people of difcernment*.” 
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* Abu Taleb is a man of high rank and character, and has 
been employed in situations of great trust by the government 
of Owde, and by the Marquis Cornwallis: he is better ac- 
quainted with the subject than any European can pretend to 
be; yet as he seems to have a cafe to make out in this vindica- 
tion of the rights of Asiatic wives, he is probably not to be ~ 
believed to the full extent of every assertion, though upon the 
whole a credible evidence: 


SECT. XXXIV. 


DESCRIPTION OF AN. EUROPEAN CANTONMENTF, 
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Gaunpore, Yan. 1798, 


Tus is the largeft military ftation in this part of 
India ; and may be regarded as the head-quarters of — 
the field army in the pay of the Nabob Vizier. The 
buildings erected at the public expence, are barracks — 
for he E uropean infantry, cavalry, and artillery, ie 
with a general hofpital for the reception of the fick. — 
‘Thefe are conducted with economy and neatnefs, af- 
ter arévular plan, and are perhaps better adapted 
for the fe ce, than the more expenfive ere¢tions at | 
Dinapore, Barhampore, and the Prefidency. The 
officers of every defcription, provide their own lodg- — 
ings, which confift of very commodious and elegant © 
eciwe built without any regularity, on a {pace 
extending about fix miles along the Ganges. 
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Eacu Bungalow, with its garden, out-houfes, and 
appendages, is called an eftate; in the purchafe of 
‘which, and the pofition of his buildings, every indi- 
vidual was left to confult his tafte, convenience, or 
caprice. You can therefore expect no regularity or 
‘arrangements in the cantonments: what is ftill more 
inconvenient, the buildings are fo much fcattered 
and detached, that they cannot be protected againft 
thieves by all the troops they contain. Each pro- 
prietor of a houfe is obliged to hire a number of 
Chokedars (watchmen) proportioned to his property, 
and upon thefe terms only can he depend on-pro- 
tection. Thefe watchmen are enrolled under a chief, 
and are either thieves themfelves, or fo intimately 
connected with the profeflion, that they are found by 
éxperience to be the beft qualified to dete& them. 
One thing is pretty certain, whoever -pays the Cho- 
kedars is fecure; whoever neglects to hire them is 
plundered. 


Cauwnpore is fituated in the upper part of that 
vaft plain, which extends from the bay of Bengal to 
the mountains of Thibet ; an immenfe valley far fur- 
paffing the extent of Egypt, and probably unequal- 
Ted in any part of the globe. The foil is not only all 

arable, but, with proper cultivation, capable of be- 
ing rendered extremely fertile. A moft effential 
branch of hufbandry is watering; and for this pur- 
pofe the wells are innumerable. You cannot ride 
out in any direction without meeting with fo great a 

x2 number; 
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number, that accidents are not unfrequent of horfes 
tumbling into them with their riders. 


ANOTHER annoyance of the troops at this ftaticn, 
and which they cannot poflibly avoid, is the duft to« 
wards the clole of the dry feafon. From the middle 
of October till the middle of June, there is feldom a 
fingle fhower of rain. ‘The ground becomes parch- 
ed to a cinder ; and all vegetation except on the 
watered fields 1s deftroyed. The tread of horfes, 
camels, and bullocks, loofens each day a certain 
quantity of duft upon the furface, which ‘the hot 
winds beginning regularly to blow in the afternoon, 
raife into the air in the form of a thick cloud, 
which not only hides the fun, but envelopes the 
whole {tation in midnight darknefs. At this feafon, 
contending warriors are firit difcernible to each other _ 
by the clouds of duft which hover about them; nor 
can an individual of either be diftinguithed till they 
are almoft in contact, when the artillery and mufke- 
try has the appearance of thunder burfting from a 
cloud. ‘The hiftory of the country affords many in- 
fiances of battles loft or won by the direétion of the 
duft; a windward pofition gives an army an advan- 
tage fomewhat fimilar to the weather gage in an ac- 
tion at fea. 


To inhale into the lungs for feveral months toe _ 
gether an atmofphere loaded with duft, muft prove 
hurtful as well as difagreeable; yet neither the Hin- 
doos nor Mahommedans have fallen upon any con- 

trivance 
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trivance to remedy this evil. Before the arrival of 
the Europeans there was not a houfe in all India fur- 
nifhed with glafs windows; even at prefent, when 
glafs is fo common here, I believe none of the na- 
tives have availed themfelves of fo obvious a remedy. 
Glafs is confidered by the Europeans as an indifpen- 
fible requifite in the con{trudtion of every Bungalow 
at the upper ftations: they have even introduced 
the ufe of it into the camp. Several officers carry, 
on their march, a frame of glafs, which they fix in 
the windward door of their tents, during the hot 
winds, fhould the fervice call them into the field at 
Phat -feaion,. ~ 


Ir has been propofed to protec this cantonment, 
by drawing a kind of rampart from the Ganges at 
the upper bank, to the lower end of the ftation; a 
line of about fix miles in length. Againft an ene- 
my this would prove hardly any defence; from the 
thieves it would probably afford ftill lefs prote@tion, 


‘fince the far greater part of them are juftly fufpected 


of refiding within the cantonments. It would how- 
ever protect the native huts from the incurfions of 
the wolf, an animal from whichethey fuffer frequent 
and dreadful alarms. Hardly a night paffes in 
which they do not dafh into fome corner of the 
camp, where their purpofe is to carry off the children 
that may be found ftraggling near the huts; and it 
is painful to reflect how often they are fuccefsful. 
Their ftrength enables them to carry off a child of 


three or four years, though clofely purfued by the 


ne parents 
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parents, who are pierced with the cries of their 
child without any poffibility of affording it relief, 
The inhabitants of the fouth of Europe are much 
annoyed by the wolf, but in India he is far more de- 
{tructive ; becaufe here the audacity of every preda- 
tory animal is increafed by the experience they all 
have of the averfion that the Hindoos entertain to 
the fhedding of even the blood of noxious beafts. 
It they are ever roufed to en{nare theie animals, it is 
by the Europeans, who pay them a certain fum for — 
bringing them alive for the purpole of affording then} | 

iport in the chace. 


Tue method in which the natives defend their 
crop from the granivorous animals, fhows how ftrong- 
ly their religious prejudices operate in this particular, 
The watchmen are provided with no offenfive wea- 
pons, excepting a fling; on the contrary, they con- 
tinue the whole day ftanding in one fingle pofition 
upon a pillar of clay raifed about ten feet, where they 
remain bellowing continually, that they may terrify, 
without hurting, the birds who feed upen the crop. 
Every confiderable field contains feveral fuch centi- 
nels {tationed at different corners, who repeat the call 
from one to another fo inceflantly, that the invaders 
have hardly any opportunity of making good a live. 
ihood in the field. 


The occupation of watching a field in India, muft 
prove, one fhould i magine, one of the moft. tedious 
and dilagreeable in which a human being could 

be 
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be placed. To ftand for days and months expo- 
fed naked to a vertical fun, without the power of 
moving fix inches from the fpot, is a {tate compared 
to which a prifon in England may be regarded as af- 
fording the luxury of a prince. Yet how many 
 thoufands here are doomed to limit their intelle@tual 
and bodily enjoyments to this narrow fphere; and 
what is ftill more furprifing with apparent content- 
ment. ‘The wants of nature are here few; and the 
mental exertions neceflary to fupply them, however 
{mall, are fufficient to occupy a mind, enlarged but a 
a little beyond that of a brute. 


Tue real wants of nature, whatever they may be, 
muft be fupplied ; the foxes have holes; the birds 
have nefts: fo our field watchmen are forced during 
the rains to erect, inftead of a clay pillar, a fcaf- 
folding of wood as high as the crop, over which 
they fufpend a roof of ftraw to fhelter their naked 
bodies from the rain. This though conftructed 
with much lefs labour and ingenuity, than many ani- 
mals difplay in preparing their dwelling, has the 
fame effect; it protects them from the inclemency 
of the elements to which they muft otherwife fall a 
facrifice. ‘Thefe watchmen are entertained over and 
above the complement of herdfmen for the cattle,. 
and their number is much greater. Experience 
muft have afcertained their ufe; to an European it 
would appear that, as birds muift have fupport, they 
probably fnatch that fupport from thefe watches 
either by day or during the night: to him therefore 
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it appears fuperfluous to refift demands that one way" 


or other mutt be fatisfied. 


A concourfe of Europeans in any part of the 
country, always draws after it a proportional number 
of natives: a battalion cannot march in any direction 
without an accompanyment of camp followers thrice 
its own number. Ten thoufand foldiers ftationed for 
any confiderable time, will bring a population of five 
times that amount to their neighbourhood. Mer- 
chants, tradefmen, and fervants of every denomina- 
tion, find their account in following the train ; and 
no inconfiderable portion of the pay of the army re- 
verts to the fame fource from which it was drawn, to. 
the former for cattle, grain, and vegetables, and to the 
artificer for his labour. 

HENCE agriculture in the vicinity of Caunpore, 
has profited by the ftimulus of an European market, 
and high prices. Not only Indian corn, but gram, 
barley, and wheat are cultivated to an extent equal 
to the demand. Turnips, cabbages, and European 
vegetables, are at this feafon in great abundance, 
not only in the gardens of officers, but in the fields 
cultivated by the natives. Grapes, peaches, with a 
protufion of fruit, have long fince been fupplied 
by the Europeans. The culture of the grape in In- 
dia requires care, and appears to be of European 
extraction. ‘ | 


THE 
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THe fugar plantations are neither numerous nor 
extenfive ; I fuppofe from the want of confumpt in 
' this interior fituation. The few fields I have feen 
are remarkably abundant, and rich: the crop is at 
prefent nearly ripe, and nothing can evince the fer- 
tility of the foil more ftrongly, than the comparifon 
of the fugar with the adjoining crops; the former 
though tall, and fo thick, as to render it impene- 
trable to the rays of the fun, is yet far furpaffed by 
the juar, and palma chrifti, which here rife to the 
height of ten or twelve feet. Nothing in nature can 
furpafs in luxuriance a country covered with fuch 
crops; but unfortunately cultivation is here fre- 
quently interrupted by the intervention of extenfive 
waites refembling the large commons in England. 
Thefe are at this feafon fcorched to barrennefs, eve- 
ry particle of verdure being burnt up, nothing meets 
the eye except barren fand or duft floating with the 
wind. The foil of thefe waftes feems to be effentially 
the fame as that which is fo fertile under cultivation, 
and did the population require, it could be rendered 
equally productive by the labour of a fingle feafon. 
Incomplete as the hufbandry is, the value of the ze- 
mindary around our cantonments mutt have increaf- 
ed in a high degree fince this was made a flation. 
In what proportion this increafed value is fhared by 
the Zemindar and the Nawaub, I have not learnt. 
No event alters the condition of the Ryut:  po- 
verty is invariably his lot however circumftances 
may change. 
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MODE #OF LIVING AMONG THE MILITARY AND isd 
OFFICERS, 
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E Caunpore, fan. 1798, 


THe mode of living in this part of India has, within 
the laft ten or fifteen years, undergone a very great 
alteration. Before that period the civil and military 
fervants of the company of the firft rank were lodged 
in Bungalows worfe than thofe of a fubaltern of the 
prefent day : as the practice of feeding beef, mutton, 
pork, and poultry, was not then introduced, their 
tables were very poorly fupplied; even vegetables 
were not to be had; though an article indifpenfibly 
neceflary in this climate. Thefe inconveniences were 
ageravated by a con{tant routine of irregularity. Af 


ter dinner it was the ufual cuftom to go to fleep, in @ 


the hotteft time of the days from this every party was 
awakened in the evening, to partake of a fupper, 
which protracted a aka iecerunt till a late hour 
of the next morning. 

AMIDST 
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AMIDST continued repletion, and frequent irregus 
larity, the climate operated with fatal influence; for 
- trying as Bengal {till is to almoft every European 
conititution, there was a time when it was deemed 
far more hoftile. A reformation highly commenda- 
ble has been effected, partly from neceffity ; but 
more by the example of a late governor general, 
whofe elevated rank and noble birth gave him in a 
‘great meafure the guidance of fafhion. Regular 
hours and fobriety of conduct became as decidedly 
the teft of a man of fathion, as they were formerly 
of irregularity. ‘Thoufands owe their lives, and ma- 
ny more their health, to this change, which had nei- 
ther been reckoned upon, nor even forefeen by thofe 
who introduced it. 


One {pecies of diffipation often leads to others: 
the late hours and hard drinking induced gaming, 
which prevailed to a degree ruinous to many indivi- 

-duals: the fame nobleman, above alluded to, by 
giving this practice his decided difapprobation, and 
promoting fuch as refrained from it, has in a great 
degree leflened the habit, by bringing it into difgrace. 
Much diflipation, however, {till remains: it is the 
‘prevailing vice of the military charter in every 
country ; and the prevalence of it in India fome have 
regarded as the deftruction of our power in the Eaft: 
they allege ** That this has gradually weakened, and 
at laft diflolved the connéction of every country 
with its dittant dominions, and that we are not to ex- 
pect a miracle wrought in our behalf to effeét an ex- 
emption 
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_ emption from the common cataftrophe of nations. 
What Mr. Hume fays of deipotifm, may be with 
equal jultice aflerted of the grouth of felfifh amd dift « 
folute manners, it is the Luthanafia of our empire in 

° , 99 “'' 
this part of the world. 


Tuey fuggeft too, “ That other circumftances 
may intervene to prevent either a natural or an eafy 
diflolution. . An independent army, involved in debt 
by extravagance, or ftimulated by avarice, may feize, 
brevi manu, all our poffeffions for themfelves, while 
the infamy of the treafon may fink or difappear, i 
amidit the univerfal depravity. Where the principle 
of promotion is length of fervice, without any other — 
confideration, the moft worthlefs and diffolute may ic 
look forward to command with as much confidence " 
as the moft meritorious officer. If diligence, brave- — 
ry, and good condué be attended with no advantage, © 
they will be foon abandoned and ridiculed as ufelefs — 
qualifications. A perfon receiving a commiflion, 
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inftead of regarding it as an obligation to difcharge 
the duties of a laborious profeffion, will confider j 
it a kind of freehold property yielding him a certain 7 
annual fum, which nothing but death can deprive © 
him of.” 


Tury affert, “ That among thofe who are accuf- 7 


are in their turn fubjeCted to the control of a fupe- i 
rior. This control, however, is entirely abolifhed, 7 
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the moment you allow an officer to regard every f{tep 
of promotion as a right pofitively conferred by his. 
own fervice independent of the will of any fuperior.’’ 


“Tar if with all thofe circumftances, you grant 
a liberty to each officer who applies for it to remove 
into any other corps, as often as intereft or caprice 
fhall fuggeft, even the fubaltern will be releafed from 
every tie of fubordination. Does his condué give 
offence to his fuperior officer, he exchanges into ano- 
ther regiment, and bids him defiance. Subordina- 
tion among officers not only ceafes; but the difcip- 
line of the private men is totally negleéted. The di- 
ligent and faithful officer, by this fyftem, can look 
for no more than he who is totally unacquainted 
with the fervice. That in this climate, without fome 
motive to induftry, there will not long remain the 
appearance of exertion ; Parade duty will foon be 
neglected, and neither officers nor men will retain 
fufficient knowledge of their duty, to be of any fer- 
vice, except drawing their monthly allowances.” 


“ Tuat fubalterns rendered independent of their 
fuperior officers, begin to treat them as their equals, 
and defpife their authority ; hence by attaching the 
general oflicers, you by no means fecure the duty or 
attachment of the army : it becomes in your hands a 
rope of fand, and only to be guided by its own intereft 
or caprice. That an army, efficient in point of num. 
ber, may thus become altogether inadequate to the 
defence or protection of the country : to its employ- 


ers 
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ers only it can prove formidable ; they may be coi 
fidered, as at its difcretion; or rather they may be 
regarded as having conf{tructed an unwieldy and tot- 
tering edifice, which muft crufh them by its fall.” 


“« 'Tuat fhould no dangerous enterprizes be un- 
dertaken by an army in this independent and infub= 
ordinate ftate, its difcipline will foon fo far decline, 
that hardly any military appearance, fave that of the 
uniform, fhall appear. The whole ftudy of officers 
will be to fecure fituations of emolument, or fuch 
parts of the fervice as may fuit their convenience or — 
pleafure.”’, 


“ 'THart thefe effects have not been difcovefed in 
the Company’s army in India, they allege, is highly 
to the credit of the individuals who compofe it. In 
that mixture which compofes our military force in 
this part.of the world, you meet with French, | 
Dutch, Portuguefe, and wanderers from every na- 
tion in Europe: among thefe, however, there are not 
a few of refpe&table familics in Britain, who, them- 7 
felves men of character, hope to return and: fpend a 
m comfort the little competence acquired in the — 
fervice. Any enterprize involving the tranquillity a 
of their country, or their own eftimation at home, 
would preclude fuch hopes, and therefore is avoided. 
Whatever may be the views of others of a different 7 
deleription, nothing canbe undertaken without a ge. 
neral concert and co-operation: hence it has been — 
the fortune of our India poffefions to hang by a 

thread, 
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thread, which their defenders have not yet agreed, 
with one heart and one mind, to touch; though, 
perhaps, fecretly confcious, that with the firft breath 
of commotion it would be for ever broken.” 


‘Tsese conclufions may appear plaufible, but they 
proceed on the fuppofition, that military gentlemen 
in this fervice, are equally incapable of difcerning 
their own intereft, and of eftimating their power. 
The revenues of India, under a military government, 
would probably ceafe to be confiderable ; and would 
certainly fall to be engrofled by one or a few mili- 
tary delpots, who had transferred the powers of go- 
vernment to their own perfons. Their inferiors would 
only be treated with regard fo long as they were the 
neceflary tools of their ambition: the power of each 
would be no fooner fecured, than he would fpurn 
thefe affociates, as the abettors of one treafon, or 
dread them as the projectors of a fecond. On the 
moft favourable fuppofition, that of unanimity among 
the officers on the divifion of their {poiis, a circum- 
{tance which perhaps never yet happened, a few only 
could command. The lot of the far greater part 
would be that of hirelings to a military ufurper, 
whofe government and fervice had no known rules, 
either of law, cuftom or difcretion. He pays no high 
compliment to the difcernment of any fet of men, 
who fuppofes that they would (abftracting from the 
immorality of the bufinefs,) prefer fuch a fituation 
to the prefent fervice, grievous, as in fome inftances, 
it May appear. 

Ir 
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iv would be doing injuftice to fo numerous a body 
to fuppote, that the confequences are not forefeen 
and fully weighed by many of them; on the idea that 
a change of government could be effected by the mi- 
litary force in India: But the poffibility of their ac- 
complifhing fuch an object, feems more than doubt. 
ful. The European part of the army 1s a motely 
mixture of all nations, a fmall bribe might engage 
them in any enterprife ; but they are the moft de- 


bauched and unprincipled troops any where to be 
met with; and would give no fufficient fupport to _ 


any caule, whether good or bad. 


THE native troops, in every thing the reverfe of — 
the European, would be guarded by their integrity — 


from fuch meafures, unlefs difguifed under the ap. — 


pearance of duty. Such a deception would not be — 
long fupported, and as foon as the truth was dif. — 
covered, they would be more apt to revenge them- : 
felves upon their betrayers than to fight their battles. i 


Supposr, however, all thefe obftacles overcome, 
and the country in poffeflion of the troops, how is a_ 
fucceflion of European officers and privates to be pro= — 
cured for the fupport of difcipline: In a few years — 
the prefent race muft yield to the feverity of the 7 
climate, and the difcipline of a native corps, would — 
not furvive the officers for fix months. Then the — 
Indian army would fall back to its original ftate ue 
under native difcipline, and could give no more é 

effectual 
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effectual oppofition to Europeans than when they at 
firft conquered this country. 


In America the caufe of revolt was conftantly fup- 
ported and {trengthened by a growing fpirit of in- 
dependence in every individual. In India fuch a 
ipirit never was felt, nor could ever be infufed into a 
hundred perfons. The two caufes are in direct op- 
pofition, and the refult would be totally different. I 
know that fome perfons, more accuftomed to {peak 

than to think, have fancied they {aw in India another 
America; but in the two countries every thing is 

_contrafted : manners, education, habit and religion. 
And the man who imagines that a change in favour 
of freedom could be effected in the one as eafily as 
im the other, muft be ignorant of both. 


Wirn a powerful fleet, it will long be in the pow- 
er of Britain to tranfport a confiderable force to India; 
while without a continual fupply of European officers 

no difcipline can be fupported in native troops to op- 
pofe that force. A day of retribution very foon 
would unavoidably come, when the fpirit of the na- 
_ tion would be avenged on its perfidious fervants :-— 


Manetialta mente .repoftum 


Fudicium—Jpreti injuria regnis 
“* 


Vou, IL bg MEAG oe 


Niel ee ete — 


$ 


IDEA OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE IN THE REIGN OF ACBER.. 
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Caunpore, Yan. 1798. 


Tue reign of Acber is an important era in the an- h 
nals of Hindoftan : it continued half a century, and — y 
may be regarded as the Augnftan Age of the Ma- i 
homedan E ‘mperors.. Fortunately for the infor- f 
mation of poiterity, his intelligent minifter Abul Fa- ‘ 
zel, has left a tolerably correét and detailed account i 
of his government, and the ftate of the country at a 
this period: large allowance however mutt He made 


ones and the fulfome natuaen paid to fie me 
dom, which are © canlpichous ee this work,4 


of Acber. 


Art the death of this monarch in 1605, his domi- : 
hions extended from the Thibet mountains on the & 
nor th, q 


a 
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north, to the province of Viziapoor and Golconda 
on the fouth; and from the borders of Aracan, Af- 
fam, and Bootan on the eaft, to the river Attock, 
and Cubuliftan on the weft. It confifted, according 
to the account of Abul Fazel, of one hundred and 
five provinces, and two thoufand feven hundred dif- 
tricts : a va{t territory comprehending the fineft and 
richeft countries in the peninfula. For the more 
convenient adminiftration of the government of this 
vaft empire, Acber divided his dominions into fifteen 
Subahs, over each of which he appointed a Subadar 
or viceroy, with various fubordinate officers. ‘The 
names of thefe Subahs were Delhi, Agra, Allaha- 
bad, Oude, Agimer, Ahmedabad, Bahar, Bengal, 
Cabul, Lahore, Multan, Muterah, Berar, Candeith, 
and Ahmednagur. According to the accurate de- 
tail of this fubject, given in the Afiatic Regifter, the 
empire thus are was governed nearly on the 
fame principles as the ancient Hindoo {ftates. The 
Emperor, however, ruled with a more abfolute fway 
‘than the ancient Rajahs, who were cramped by the 
interference of an arbitrary fyftem of religion, inter- 
woven with the civil code; and by a domineering 
hierarchy, which in that code is placed above the 
prince in the order of fociety, and which operated 
with a commanding influence upon both the opi- 
nions and the aétions of the fovereign. , 


BoTu as a warrior and a ftatefman, Acber poffef- 
fed fingular merit. As he enlarged his dominions 
_ bey eae the limits tranfmitted to him by his anceftors, 
bs ge it 
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it was alfo his glory to govern them by a ftricter re- 
gard to jultice than the precedents which they had 


left him. What particularly diftinguifhed him above © 


every Mahomedan prince, is the liberality of his re- 
ligious fentiments, and the unlimited toleration which 
Bie allowed to every clafs of his fubjeéts. Both the 
prince and his minifter difplay an enlargement of 
mind on this fubjet far beyond what we fhould ex- 
pect from the adherents of the Mahomedan faith ; 
and. a liberality in his treatment of Schifmatics, 
which at the fame period no European monarch 
feems to have poffeffed. 


4 


“¢ In the dominions which he conquered, as well — 


as thofe which he held by hereditary right, he .not 
only reftored the Hindoos to the free exercife of 
their religion, but alfo to many of their civil rights*. 


‘‘In the ancient Hindu ftate, it would appear. 
from eve ery document, that the prince was the abfo- 


lute and fole proprietor of the foil; that. the land 
throughout his dominions was apportioned in fimall 


allotments to the hufbandmen, by whom it was cul- 


tivated upon the tenure of a perpetual hereditary 
leafe; that the grofs produce of the foil conftituted 
the revenue of the ftate, and that one fixth part only 
of that produce, with fome variations, had from ie 
tom immemorial been demanded by the prince.’ 


Of 


* Vide Asiatic Reg. vol. iii. p. 2. 
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Of this grofs produce, part was paid in kind, and 
part in money. ‘The ftate of landed property in 
-Hindoftan continued nearly the fame for the firft 
three centuries after the Mahomedan conquetts. 


THe rude and ferocious fanatics of the Ghiznian 
race, rather over-ran, than fubdued the weftern pro- 
vinces. With the fhort-fighted avarice of barbarians, 
they preferred the immediate plunder of moveable 
property, to the more permanent advantage to be de- 
rived from a well protected hufbandry. They were 
fucceeded by the Afghan dynafty, characterized in 
general by the fame qualities; and though their 
power was better eftablifhed and more permanent, 
they eftablifhed no defined mode of payment, or 
fettled fyftem of contribution. If the Ryut was not 
driven into the woods by actual violence, he pined 
under the moft rigorous exactions, which feemed to 
have no limits but his ability to pay. During the 
earlier reigns of the Mahomedan princes, very {can- 
ty details are afforded by their hiftorians of the ordi- 
nary meafures of internal adminiftration. When 
the horror of the fcene becomes deepened by the de- 
vaftations of fome new conqueror, they are more 
circumitantial than in the common routine of vulgar 
oppreflions ; and it may upon the whole be afferted 
of the beft of thefe princes, that whilft the treafury 
was kept tolerably full, they were little anxious about 
the fources from which it was fupplied. 3 


Y 3 | Own 
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On the acceffion of Acber, a fyftem of moderation 


was immediately adopted; all arbitrary impofitions — 


under the name of Jehaat, and Sayer Jehaat, were 


abolifhed; though thefe, we are informed by his hif- 


torian, had in fome reigns equalled the whole quit- 


rent of the empire. All merchandize, with a few — 


exceptions, were permitted to pafs free of duty; and 
the practice of forcibly recruiting the army from the 
Hindoo labourers was difcontinued.' Thefe regula- 
tions, which were of themfelves fufficient to alter the 


whole conftitution of government, were followed up 7 
by a variety of others in the fame fpirit, which have © 


diftinguifhed the reign of this monarch with a high, 
but juft reputation. 


In the complicated bufinefs of the affeffment of 
revenue, this prince availed himfelf of the talents of 
Rajah Tudor Mull, a Hindoo, diftinguifhed through- 
out Hindoftan for his financial abilities. Abul Fazel, 


a {tatefman no lefs eminent in political fagacity, was _ 


raifed to the management of the civil government ; 


and the various reforms which he effected in every | 
‘branch of affairs, give at once an high idea of his 7 
talents, and of the prudent choice of the monarch. 4 
The inftitutions of Acber eftablifhed in every pro- 7 
vince of the empire a fyftematic order and recularity, © 
not only in executing the affairs of government, but % 


in the adminiftration of juttice. 


THe Subadar, or viceroy, was the immediate re« 
prefentative of the Emperor; and along with the @ 
Sunnud, 
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Sunnud, or order for his appointment, he received 
a written code of inftructions, the injunctions of 
which, fuch as that forbidding to fwear, or ufe foul 
language, though apparently minute and ridiculous, 
muft have had neverthelefs much influence in ftimu- 
lating his induftry, and preferving his fidelity 1 in the 
difcharge of his duty: the welfare of the people is 
held out as the great end of all his endeavours, and 
the only foundation of the happinefs of the ftate. 

Under the viceroy, the Foujdar poffefles jurifdiction 
over feveral diftrias : he is confidered as an execu- 
tive officer, who carries into effect the orders of the 
Subah. His duty is to protect the hufbandmen, and 
punith rebellious or refractory zemindars*, 


Tuer judges of Mahomedan courts were the Cazy 
and the Meer Adul: the firft tried caufes, and the 
other paffed fentence. All caufes whether civil or 
criminal were fubmitted to their cognizance, when 
the parties were Mahomedans ; but in litigations be- 
tween Hindoos only, the decifion was left to two 
Pundits, who tried and determined each cafe accor- 
ding to the ordinances of the Hindoo code. 


Eacu province, city, and even each quarter of the 
fame city, was put under the infpection of a police 
officer, named a Cutwal. This officer was appoint- 
ed by the Emperor, and was refponfible to deliver 

Y 4 up 


* Ayeen Acbery, vol. p. 368. 
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up to juftice every perfon who fhould be guilty of an 
illegal aét within his jurifdi€tion. When any theft 
was committed, the police officer was anfwerable for 
the value of the ftolen goods, if he did not fucceed 
in apprehending the delinquent. The inhabitants 
themielves feem alfo to “have been lable, when. any 
robbery was committed, if they did not difcover to 
the Cutwal, or fecure the offender. By thefe_regu- 
lations the police was fo vigoroufly enforced that tra- 
vellers might pals through the country in perfeé 
fafety by night as well as by day. We have the tef- 
timony of both Bernier and Tavernier with regard to 
the fecurity of perfons and property, that arofe from 
the peculiar vigilance of the police during fucceeding 
reigns, when thefe regulations ftill fubfifted: the * 
latter of thefe gentlemen has performed in various | Y 
parts of India more extenfive journies than any indi- : 
vidual, and in fafety, though poflefled of valuable y 
property. : 7 ary 


‘Tue inhabitants of every houfe, in each town, 
were regiftered by the police-man ; the {treets, lanes, 
and public roads were fuperintended by his officers. 
During night, the peace was preferved by armed pa- 
troles, ‘Qin of infantry, and others of cavalry. To 
fecure the diligence of the Cutwal, and to prevent 
- his collufion with diforderly perfons, his whole con- 
duct was watched by two fpies altogether unknown ; 
to him, who wrote to court every month a particular 
account of every occurrence. ' 
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By this vaft eftablifhment of police officers, tran- 
quility was not only fecured, but a -fort of moral 
difcipline was eftablifhed, which feemed not unfa- 
vourable to the virtuous habits of the people; though 
it muft have been altogether incompatible either with 
perfonal or civil freedom. Under the protection 
which it aflorded the people; and from the fecurity 
of property which it effected, the induftry of the. 
Hindoos was ftimulated to fome degree of activity ; 
and agriculture, manufactures, and internal come 
merce arofe to a degree of profperity equal, perhaps, 
to what they enjoyed under the ancient princes of 
their own race. 


THE contributions to the ftate being raifed with 
- mildnefs and equity, were borne with great eafe and 
cheerfulnefs by the peafant, though they rofe to an 
amount that far exceeded whatever had been raifed 
in any former period. ‘Towards the end of Acber’s 
reign, when the falutary effects of his regulations 
had time to operate, the taxes amounted annually to 
thirty-fix millions fterling. In a country, and ata 
period when money was perhaps ten times the value 
it bears in Britain, this conftituted no doubt a large 
fum ; efpecially to be drawn almoft wholly from the 
immediate produce of land. The few taxes paid by 
manufactures and merchandize, were of little confi- 
deration in the amount. Vaft as this fum may ap- 
pear, it did not amount to one fourth of the produce 
of the lands, according to the afleflment made out by 
Tudor Mull: and though it does not feem to have 

com- 
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comprehended the provifion for the poor, the boun- 
ties to learned men, nor the penfions given to decay- 
ed families, yet we are at a lofs to conceive how it 
fupported that immenfe eftablifhment civil and mili- 
tary, which was upheld by the Mogul Princes. The 
Zemindary troops, a fort of militia which was main- 
tained exclufively in each province for the purpofe 
of collecting the revenues, and enforcing the police, 
amounted, we are aflured, to no fewer than four mil- 
lions of men, infantry and cavalry. If to this num- 
ber we add the regular army, which confifted of 
eight hundred thoufand men, we fhall find a very 
{mall allowance to each foldier; even though we 
put out of the eftimate all the expences of the court, 
and the fuperior officers in all the departments of the 
ftate. Hither the Sebundy troops muft have ferved 
with little or no pay, for a certain part of the year 
only ; or the author of the Ayeen Acbery mutt have 
committed fome palpable miftake. The lands allot- 
ted tor penfions to meritorious officers, and provifion 
for the poor, are termed Jagheer, and Seyurghal, 
and are not enumerated in the ordinary revenues of 
the crown. ‘The laft were immenfe in value, and 
committed to the difpofal of the Suddar, or high 


almoner ; an office highly important, but of a na- | 


ture fo difcretionary, that the faithful difcharge of it 
was frequently found to be a tafk beyond the reach 
of human virtue. Abul Fazel, the author of Ayeen, 
Acbery, after the difgrace of feveral great perfonages, 
had the fuperintendance of this department com- 
mitted to him by the Emperor, whofe confidence he 

feems 
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feems to have fhared as completely as the prem Sully 
did that of his matter. 


THE collection of the revenues was conducted by 
a numerous body of officers, whofe fidelity was at- 
tempted to be fecured by various checks and con- 
trols: the principal of thefe checks feems to have 
been a mixture of Muffulman and Hindoo officers ; 
of the firft clafs was the Aumil, an officer appointed 
annually by the Subahdar ; under him, of the fame 
religious faith, was the Tepukchy, the Zemindar 
Conongoe, and Karkun, were Hindoos in corre- 
{ponding fituations, asa control upon the firft; but 
the moft complete contrivance for this purpofe, was 
the appointment of two Wakyanavees, or news 
writers, who feem to have been unknown, or at 
leaft totally independent of all the reft, and who 
tranfmitted daily to the prefence, by poft, an ac- 
count of every occurrence. 


In the appointment of the Hindoo officers of re- 
venue, and particularly of the Zemindar, there was 
a peculiarity which has occafioned much difcuffion 
in the Englifh fyftem of finance. This office, ac- 
- cording to the Hindoo law, had.been hereditary : 
and in the Sunnud, or written appointment from 
the king, the office of collector is conferred as an in- 
heritance, on the fpecial condition of executing the 
truft with fidelity. Along with their appointment, 
thefe officers received a certain portion of land 
termed Nanker, as a part of their official allowance, 

and 
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and of which they were invefted in the abfolute pro- 
prietary right, by the fame tenure, that they held 
their office. ‘Thefe portions of land allotted to the » 
Zemindar, being intended merely as a provifion for 
his family, were fmall; and their productive value | 
was deduced from his pay, which was ten per cent. 
upon the rents which he colleéted for government. 


Tue office of Zemindar feems to have been part- 
ly executive, and partly judicial ; his bufinefs on the 
part of government was fpecified in the Sunnud of 
his appointment: it confifted in realifing the rent a- 
greed upon for his diftridt; in protecting the Ryut 
from injuftice ; and in punifhing, by fine or chaflife- 
ment, fuch as were criminal or refractory: and 
though the terms of his appoimtment conferred here- 
ditary right; yet it was cuftomary for government 
to difmifs Zemindars from their fituation, and to de- 
prive them of their Nanker lands, or their being 
convicted of fraudulent and corrupt practices, or 
even of culpable negligence in the difcharge of their - 
duty. Their fituation, therefore, bears little refem- 
blance, but in name, to the landholder in more free 
countries, where the fovereign does not act as the 
mafter of his fubjetts, or as proprietor of the foil. 


Aut the orders of government, regarding the Ry- 
uts, were delivered to them by the Zemindar.; be- 
fore him likewile all their grievances and complaints 
were preferred: he was the oftenfible agent of the 
fovereign, in whatever related to the revenues of the 

{tate, 
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ftate, and to the rural economy of the country. But 
the prudent Acber deemed it unfafe to confide en- 
tirely to Hindoos in matters of fuch extenfive im- 
portance; he appointed, therefore, a Mahomedan 
Aumil and a Putchy to each diftri@ of the country 
to affift in the collection of the revenues, and to be 
a check on the conduct of the Zemindars. 


Tue inftitutes of Menu, tranflated by Sir William 
Jones, and the digeft of Hindoo law tranflated by 
Mr Colebrook, have at laft fettled beyond contro- 
verly the long agitated queftion regarding the pro- 
perty of the foil. It appears now indifputable, that 
the proprietary right of the foil was vefted in the 
King, both by the Hindoo and Muffulman fyftem of 
government ; that the a€tual cultivators of the land, 
held their fmall farms immediately from the King, 
by perpetual hereditary leafes, on the fpecific condi- 
tion of paying, at ftated times, a certain proportion 
of the annual produce of their lands; and that be- 
tween the prince and the hufbandman there was no 
intermediate proprietor whatever, and that the 
Zemindars, who have been fuppofed proprietors, 
were only hereditary fervants of the prince, appoint. 
ed for fpecific purpofes. 


Sucu is the brief ftatement of the civil inftitutions 
of Acber; his military eftablifhment was equally 
extenfive. Befides thofe irregular troops, command- 
ed by the Aumil, the Cutwall and Zemindar in each 
diftridt, and ih were upwards of four millions, 

the 
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the regular army, which confifted of Muffulmans, 
amounted to above eight hundred thoufand men. 
The former ferved only in their particular diftricts, 


for the purpofes of police or revenue, the latter fer-. 


ved to oppofe the enemies of the ftate, on whatever 
quarter they might invade it. 


Tue imperial army was divided into 440 munfubs 
or battalions, of unequal numbers, but each propor- 
tioned to the rank of the commander, called a mun- 
fubdar. Each of thefe munfubs confifts of two-thirds 
cavalry, and one-third infantry; and the three larger 
were commanded by the Emperor’s fons. he firit 
contained ten, the fecond eight, and the third feven 
-thoufand cavalry having each a third of that number 
of infantry attached.to it. The cavalry were armed 
with long cutlafies; the infantry with bows and 
arrows; one third only having mufkets, or more 
properly matchlocks, which they denominate bun- 


docks. 


A ‘PROPORTIONATE number of artillery. was at- | 


tached to each munfub, together with a requifite al- 


lowance of elephants, horfes, camels, and carts for 


their baggage. The royal palace, and perfon of the 
Emperor, were guarded by a chofen body of men, in 
addition to the regular army: to which alfo were 
added, as occafion might require, 100,000 gladiators, 
(fhemfheerbaz,) confifting of ten different corps, 
armed differently with fhields and cudgels, or with 
daggers and poignards. The whole of this army 


3 | was’ 
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was formed into 12 grand divifions, which did duty 
month after month alternately during the time of 
peace ; and oflicers of every rank were obliged to 
attend to their ftated routine of duty. 


IRREGULARITY in furnifhing their pay has ever 
proved the grand defect in all Afiatic armies. The 
difcontents and open mutinies arifing irom this caufe, 
have often rendered the military more dangerous to 
their employers than to their enemies. Here the dif- 
cernment of Acber fhone confpicuous: for on the 
firft day of every month the proper officers were fur- 
nifhed with the means, and direéted to iffue their pay 
to the troops—This varied not only among the ofh- 
cers, but the private foldiers, according to the corps 
in which they ferved. The allowance of a munfub- 
dar, varied from 60,000 to one thoufand rupees per 
month, according to the number of their corps: that 
of the foot foldier from ten to thirty rupees ; while 
the allowance of a trooper rofe from twelve to ninety. 
_ The omrahs, who commanded the grand divifions of 
the army, and whofe duty correfponded with that of 
general officers in European armies, had very fre- 
quently aflignments of certain portions of land al- 
lowed them for pay. Thefe were held during life or 
perpetuity, on condition of performing military fer- 
vice, and fupporting a certain number of troops, rea- , 
dy for actual fervice or any emergency. The cap- 
tains had fimilar confignments made over to them ; 
but, in all cafes, it was provided, that the holders of 
thefe Jaghiers, fhould make no alteration in the lea- 
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fes of the Ryuts, by requiring greater exactions than 
had been paid to government. 


“< SycH was the manner in which a great army 
was conftruéted and paid,” fays a judicious writer, 
<¢ one of the ableft and moft accomplifhed princes 
that ever adorned the annals of Afia. Yet the very 
formation of this vaft multitude of armed men, is at 
variance with every principle of military fcience, or- 
der, and’difcipline ; and is of itfelf fufficient to thow, 
that Acber, with all his talents, very little furpafled 
the reft of his countrymen, in his ideas of military at- 


fairs.—~T'wice the number of cavalry to that of infan- — 


trv: fo creat difproportion in the number of men of 
V5 g prop 


which the different ‘corps was compofed; fuch a wide f 


difference between the pay of officers of the fame ; 


rank, are defects of fuch magnitude in the organiza- 
tion of an army, as muft neceffarily have prevented 
its ever attaining any degree of fyftematic difcipline, 
or performing the common evolutions with precifion 
and effe@. Yet fuch was the general ignorance of 


Afiatics in military fcience, that this cumbrous army, 
which, oppofed to a body of 30,000 Europeans, mu{t — 
have been defeated by its own radical defects, never- 


thelefs kept all the furrounding nations im complete 
“oaAwey 


Unwar ike as the furrounding nations were, the - 
inefficiency of the imperial troops, was often ftriking-— 


ly exemplified in their contefts with the fubordinate 


powers of the peninfula) The four Muffulman — 
3 | "princes 
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princes in the Deccan, namely, that of Golconda; 
Bijipoor, Colberga, and Telingah were not fibdued 
during the whole of this reign: the two firft remain- 
ed independent when Tavernier vifited India in the 
time of Jehanguire: and though the imperial policy 
was continually bent upon their fubjugation, there 
was no period, even in their moft profperous reigns, 
in which the imperial arms. obtained the complete do- 
minion of the peninfulas The numerous armies, 
and the immenfe treafures of the ftate, though guided 
by the fuperior wifdom of Acber, were contimually 
~wafted in fubduing: the rebellions, or in combating 
the independent members of this community of na- 
tions. A number of fmall Hindoo ftates ftill retain- 
ed their independence; and although they had but 
little direct influence on the politics of Hindoftan, 
yet, by combining with the Muffulman princes of the 
Deccan, they prevented the preponderating power 
of Delhi from gaining a complete afcendant over 
them. When the Mahratta tribes, originally a pafto- 
ral people on the mountains of Berar, afterwards co- 
alefced into a nation; they made continual predatory 
eruptions into the adjacent provinces of the empire ; 
and though frequently driven back, they were never 
wholly fubdued. In a word, the whole military efta- 
blifhments of the Mogul empire, though increafed to 
the incredible amount of near five millions cf men, 
were not fo efficient either in maintaining internal 
peace or profecuting war, as the more energetic fyf 
tem adopted by the Britifh Eaft-India Company, 
Ver. E. Zi though 


~ 
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though it does not withdraw from the induftry of 
the country one-fortieth part of the number of 


hands. 


Tue expenditure of thirty-fix millions, in the pay — 
of officers and troops of every defcription, as no part { 
of this vaft fum was carried out of the country, im- 
plies a powerful demand for manufactures, and a 
{trong ftimulus to induftry: ‘yet the export trade of : 
Hindoftan was, probably, not equal to what it is at 7 
prefent. The lofs of inhabitants, and the deftruétion 
of property, occafioned by the diftractions, and final 4 
diffolution of the Mogul government, muft have ma- . ; 
terially injured the profperity of the country. . The ~ 
Britifh provinces of Bengal, and Bahar, fuffered for 
many years largely by thefe diftraétions, yet their-re- | 
venues, even in their diminifhed ftate, will not be dif- 7 
graced by a comparifon of their prefent produéts, 
with that which they yielded under the celebrated 
adminiftration of Acber. 


Tue Subah of Bahar, according to the Ayeen Ac 
bery, was rated annually in the books of the Exche- 


quer at five millions five hundred and forty-feven 


thoufand rupees, at a reafonable exchange, equal to. a 
554,700]. It contributed at the fame time above 4k 
half a million of troops—In the fame volume Bengal _ 


ftands affefled at 14,961,482 rupees, or one million 7 


and a half Sterling, while it contributed 824,000 fol- : | 
| diers, — 


* Ayeen Acbery, Vol. Il. p. 19. 
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diers, and 1 lanl of 4000 cannon, and as many 
boats. 


Ow looking into the India budget for 1797, we 
find the revenue of the Bengal provinces, which cor- 
refpond with thefe fubahs in the Ayeen Acbery, 
{tated at above fix millions Sterling.—Here is a re- 
_ venue of nearly three times the amount of that ob- 
tained by the immortal Acber, from provinces that 
had been ravaged by the Mahrattas for twenty years 

before they fell into our pofleflion, and in a manner 
-which the old inhabitants {till defcribe with horror. 
Nor can the prefent impoft be regarded as more, or 
even equally as oppreflive with the other, fince the 
_ enormous requifition of a million and a half of troops, 
with boats and artillery, is not exacted from the in- 
habitants. 


From this fimple ftatement of faéts, it will appear’ 
with what juftice fome declaimers hold up the gran- 
deur, power, and profperity of the Mogul govern- 
ment, compared to the prefent ftate of the Britith 
provinces in India. The complaifance may be par- 
doned in Abul Fazel, writing under the eye of a de- 
{potic prince, whom he dreaded, and whom he pro- 
bably brought himfelf to believe to be endowed with 
preternatural powers, fince he confidently afferts, that 
he was gifted with infpiration; but from what bias 
modern writers are led to afcribe every advantage to 
paft, and every evil to the prefent fyftem, and the 
prefent times, it is not fo eafy to conjeture, as it is to 

Z 2 : prove 
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prove, that their reprefentations are altogether un. 
founded in truth. The vaft, unwieldy, and expenfive 


machinery of the Mogul government is proved by — 


the concurring teftimony of hiftory to have been very 


ineflicient in promoting either the peace or profperity — 
of the people: bad, however, as it was, had the Euro. | 


pean fyftem immediately fucceeded it, the advantage 
to the country muft have been immenfe. Eftablifhed 
as the latter has been, upon the fcattered fragments 
of fociety, and the mere wreck of empire, it appears 


aftonifhing to contemplate fo fpeedy a renovation as 


that which it has effe€ted; and to behold a new fa- 
bric of human afociation rifing from the ruins of the 


old, of a more feemly and convenient f{tructure, as_ 


well as of more durable materials. 
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SECT. XXXVIL. 


OF THE MEDICAL ART, AS PRACTISED BY THE MAHOME- 
DANS AND HINDOOS, 


nS te Oe eee ee 6G Se), Oh ee 


Caunpore, Fan. 1798, 


Ir is confeffed by all oriental {cholars, that there is in 
India no inftitution for the ftudy of medecine {eienti- 
fically. After all his attainments in Afiatic learning, 
(which were certainly confiderable;) Sir William 
Jones confefled ; “‘ that he has no evidence, that in 
“ any language in Afia, there exifts one original 
“¢ treatife on medecine confidered as fcience: Phyfic, 
<¢ indeed, appears in thefe regions, to have been from 
“ time immemorial, as we fee it at this day practifed 
“¢ by the Mahomedans and Hindoos, a mere empi- 
“ rical hiftory of difeafes and remedies. ”’ 


In the reign of Acber, Abd el Jami, commonly 
called Mahomed Acber, publifhed a fet of formulae 


entitled Karabadeen Kaderi ( Pharmacopeia potens ). 
This 
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This ornament of the Auguftan age of Indian literature 
has left behind him fome other medical writings of a 
fimilar defcription: Which, though containing merely _ 
a loofe and defultory hiftory of difeafes and cures, 
are confidered as ftandard books. by the phyficians 
of the Faft. Of the fame character is the Alfaz 
Adwyiech, or Materia Medica, of Nooredeen Maho- 
med Abdullah, phyfician to the Emperor Shah Je- 
han: this work written originally in Arabic, Perfian, — 
and Hindoftanny, has been tranflated into Englith 
by Mr Francis Gladwin. The clumfy theory of Galen 
and his five humotirs, or vitiated flates of the fyftem 
from which all Mfféafes are fuppofed to arile, is till 
in full vigour among the Mahomedan faculty, wha — 
borrow their ktiowledge from the Arabians, with 7 
the fame fervility which thefe laft feem to have done 
from the Greeks. The Ayuravedah or ancient me- Ms 
dical fyftem of the Hindoos, which they aflert to « 
have been compofed by a celebrated, or infpired 
phyfician, happily for the patient Hindoos is almoft 
entirely loft; fince’a revealed fcience muft preclude x 
all improvement, either in theory or practice. : 
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- Burt though medecine as.a fcience cannot be faid 
to exift among the orientals, many ufeful obferva- 4 
tions have occurred in prattice, on the effects of va- x 
rious medecines, and their application in different 7 
difeafes. With an education, perhaps not equal to o 
that of an apothecary’s apprentice, they have made ¢ 
themfelves acquainted: with the virtues of many 


fimples, the knowledge’ of which, might often affilh 
the @ 
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the moft fkilful European praCitioner. It has not 
_ been always from the deduétions of {cientific men, 
that the moft beneficial and happy difcoveries have 
been made in the arts: neither was it to European fci- 
ence, high as we juftly eftimate it, that the world is 
indebted for the ‘ufeful difcovery of inoculation for 
the fmall pox: that art which at prefent preferves 
fo many thoufand lives, was ftumbled upon amidft 
the obfcure and humble walks of oriental practice. 
The ufe and application of {team as a moving power 
in our various machines, which fo compleatly de- 
monfirates the power of man over matter, was not 
firft taught in the fchools of chemiftry, but in the 
workfhops of Bolton and Watt ; two felf-taught phi- . 
lofophers, whofe ingenious difcoveries have been of 
more advantage to the manufactures of this country 
than perhaps all the philofophers of the prefent 
age. Bertholet and Scheel, perhaps difcovered the 
properties of oxygenated muriatic’ acid, but'a com- 
pany of manufacturers in Glafzow firft rendered that 
fubftance fubifervient to the arts. 


We find accordingly that in the practice, the Indian 
Hakims are far lefs deficient than in the fcience of 
medecine. Inoculation has not only been practifed 
among the civilized parts of Hindoftan time imme- 
morial ; but that ufeful difcovery has been fpread by 
: Z 4: them 


* Even the Jennerian improvement of it, is confessed to be 
More a discovery of the dairymen than the dector, 
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them among the rudeft tribes in their vicinity*. The 
Rajah Jay Narrain Zemindar of Sheerpoor; on hear- 
ing that the wild inhabitants of the Garrow hills 
were ailected with this fatal diforder, and were dying 
in vaft numbers without being able to affift them- 


felves, prefuaded them to receive his family phyfician, | 


who is reprefented as a man of talents; and has intro-. 
duced the practice of inoculation among the Gar- 
rors—an object {till unattained in many parts of 
'» Great Britain. 


‘Tue Hindoos are precluded by their religious fyf- 
tem from acquiring any confiderable knowledge of 
anatomy; their chirurgical {kill is perhaps, therefore, 
more deficient than their medical practice ; yet it is 
allowed, that they perform fome difficult operations 
in furgery ; and that they are acquainted with few- 
ing up deep wounds, and capabable of practifing, 
what Hudibras has ludicroufly termed the Taliacotian 
arts 


EuROPEANS are in general better acquainted with 
the attainments of the natives in veterinary medecine, 
than any other department of the profeflion. In hu- 
man ailments we apply to our European phyficians, 
but in the defeafes of our cattle of every defcription, 
we have recourfe to the native Salutries (farriers) 
with the moft confident hopes of profiting by their 


cxpes Z 


( 


* Vide, Asiatic Researches, yol. 3d. a paper by Mr Elliot. 
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experience, in a fubject which they have long made 
the object of great attention. Our common fervants 
that are in charge of our camels, elephants and 
horfes, almoft univerfally pretend to fome {kill in this 
art: and it muft be allowed, that they not only keep 
them in excellent condition, but difcover and cure 
their difeafes in fome inftances, where Europeans are 
totally at a lofs. It is upon this fkill, real or fuppof- 
ed, that,they univerfally ground a claim of a finall fum_ 
once a month for what they term muffula ; a multifa, 
rious compofition of pepper, falt, and fpices, which 
are adminiftrated con{tantly to our cattle, even while 
in perfect health. ‘This practice, however abfurd it 
may appear to a European, is perhaps not unnecef- 
fary in this country, where the cattle receive compa- 
ratively but little grafs, and are fed moftly on dry 
food: to the Hindoos it appears perfectly neceflary ; 
for with all their parfimony they purchafe a fpecies 
of falt im the hot feafon, to rub the palate of their 
fheep when fattening, once or twice a week; the mott 
common application in this cafe, is the Khari noon, 
(or native fulphat of foda*.) | 


Atmos? all animals are fond of falt; which a- 
mong the human fpecies, is found fo falutary and pa- 
latable a ftimulant; it probably aids their degeftive 
powers, and accelerates their progrefs m fattening. 

The 


¥ 
* Vide, Andersons dissertation on the Bitnoban, er Kalla 


nimuch of the Hindoos. 
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The Hindoo fyftem of veterinary medecine, does not 


in this inftance militate againft the practice of our . 


moft enlightened graziers in Britain. We have the 
authority of Mr Darkie of Bradon for the prac- 
tice, one of the moft celebrated economifts, who 
mixes falt with his flooded and mouldy hay, 8 |b. 
pr. ton; and afferts that his Herefordthire oxen did 
better-on it, than others on the beft hay he had, and 
declares his conviction, “ that the hay derived its good 
effects from the falt.”’ The practice recommended 
by Lord Sommerville, of giving falt twice a week, 
conveys a juft idea of the Hindoo muffula. He thus 
exprefles himfelf, in a pamphlet lately publifhed : 

<¢ We had no doubt of the good effects of falt, but it 
remained to be proved how good hay which had not 
{pent its ftrength in premature fermentation, would 


bear fuch a quantity of falt as would invigorate the 


{tomach, quicken the circulation of the blood, and 
excite in the cattle a defire to drink largely. Some 
medical men, aware of our practice, conjectured that 
{alt tends to decompofe and convert the water into 
nourifhment in an increafed degree. Whether this 
is, or is not, to be accounted for, we are incompe- 
tent to judge, but it is our bufinels to judge of the 
effec it has on the ftock ; and we do know that it 


furpaffes all belief.” Thus we fee that the Hindoos, | 


amidft all their ignérance, are in pofleflion from time 
immemorial, of a beneficial practice in rural economy 
to which till lately we were wholly {trangers. 
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THeRe are in all probability, many medicines 
which might be ufeful, were we acquainted with the 
Hindoo Materia Medica, and the furniture of nume- 
rous penzaries*, which are open every where from 
Midnapore to Annopfheer. Many of the moft valu- 
able natural productions of India are as yet but little 
~ underftood ; fuch is the Sal Indus, Calamus aroma- 
ticus, the Afpalathus, Lepidium Indicum, Myroba- 
lani, Spodium, Malabathrum, Cocculus Indicus, and 
many others: The artificial productions of the Hin- 
doos, are perhaps ftill lefs known; though by fome 
they are reckoned our fuperiors in the arts: in that 
of dying in particular, both experience and popular 
‘opinion, feem to declare their pre-eminence, however 
unwillingly the faét may be admitted by the chemifts ~ 
in’ Europe. | 


To the labours of the Afiatic Society, and of our 
oriental botanifts, and natural hiftorians, we undoubt- 
edly owe much; ftill, however, the remark of Mr 
Hodges appears jut : ‘¢ That of a country fo nearly 
allied to us, it is furprifing fo little fhould be known.” 
Gentlemen who have refided long in India, lofe the 
idea of the firft impreffion which that remark- 
able, and fincular region makes upon the mind of an 
entire ftranger: The writer of this article was himfelf 
warned by one of the mott intelligent fervants of 
the Company, that if he delayed marking down 
the early impreflions made by the different objects, 
they would foon ceafe to be regarded as of any con- 

fequence 

* Apothecaries shops. 
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fequence: ‘The novelty is effaced, and the mind, by 
a common and natural operation, foon direéts its 
view to more abitract fpeculations. The ufeful pro- 
ductions of nature, as well as of art, feem in In- 


dia to be better known to the merchant than the man 


of fcience ; to become thoroughly acquainted with 
either, we muft vifit the native fhops and manufa¢to- 
ries ; and fhall certainly fearch in vain, if we expect 
to find rules for making their ingenious productions 
either im their books or converfation. 


Tuer fteam of hot water has of late been fuccefl- 
fully applied to facilitate the procefs of bleaching in 
England, and fharp contefts are maintained among 
the artifts for the priority of the difcovery: yet there 
is full evidence that the invention belongs to the Hin- 
doos, by whom it is practifed from time immemorial; 
and that the difcovery was cafually picked up from 


the converfation of a gentleman lately returned from. 


that country. 


THe calamus aromaticus, or Cuffleb el deriera 
of the Arabians, known in India by the common ap- 
pellation of Cheretta, though in high repute here, is in 
Europe fo littl known, that the botanical charaGters 
of this plant in the Linnzan fyftem are yet unafcer- 


tamed. This fubftance ranks very high in the native 


penzaries as a itomachic, and is there as common as 
Peruvian bark ; yet in Europe the medical writers, 
fince the days of Diofcorides and Theophraftus, have 
difputed whether it be a root or a reed, till a learned 

phyfician 


a a es 
Se in ee ee 


INDIAN RECREATIONS. 365 


phyfician lately defcribed the plant, and afferted that 
he has not the {malleft doubt, that it will prove a moft 
valuable addition to our Materia Medica. In India, 
as in Europe, fome medicines have obtained the cha- 
racter of univerfal {pecifics in almoft every difeafe : 
Of this the Bit Noben, or Sal Indus is a ftriking ex- 
ample: if we believe fome of the eaftern. pratti- 
tioners, this noftrum, which they regard as the pabu- 
lum falutis, is a fort of panaccea for all * the ills that 

fleth is heir to.” Without admitting the fanciful ea 
exaggerated defcriptions of the merit of particular 
medicines, there is little doubt that many ufeful dif- 
coveries may arife from a more intimate knowledge 
of Hindoo pharmacy, orenel as it has hitherto 
been confidered. 


- SECT. XXXVI 


d 
OF THE SPORTS AND DIVERSIONS OF THE NATIVES OF 
HINDOSTAN. 
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Calcutta, “fan. 1798. 
Tue amufements and diverfions, both of the Hin- 
doos and Muffulmans in this country, are ftrongly 


charaéteriftic of that lifelefs inaétivity which fo gene. _ 
rally prevails in all hot climates. The game of pau- 


cheefs, (twenty five) which bears dome refemblance 
to chefs or drafts, and is played by two natives re- 
clining on their fides, with a {mall chequered carpet 


placed between them, is the general entertainment of 


the idle, when not overpowered with fleep or intoxl- 
cation. 


/ 


Wuo te days are in keel in watching the movements ~ 


ee 
‘etd 
mets 
ae 
Pat 
ee, 
ane: 
n 
at 
Uh 
y 
i 
ree 
ae 
‘tee 
‘ 
1s 
ey, 
hag 
a 
BAL 
eae 
uns 
Bo 
i 
Bi 
ihe 
i 
fay 
rh 
ii 
" 
Bs 
ie 
B 
Ps hy) 
a7» 
i 
ha 
f 
i, = 
) 
5 


of the adverfary’s tefferze, or in planning evolutions of 


:heir own; and their habits are completely gratified, 
if by flightly agitating the mind, and awakening their 
attention, a confcioufnefs of exiftence is preferved, and 


made compatible with corporeal inaction, 
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Tue ufual languor and apathy of the nurfery and 
“enana, are fometimes animated by the fong and the 
dance; the entertainment is purchafed from hired 
performers, who are frequently Perfian ftrollers, and 
ufe the poems and mufic of their own country. A 
variety of inftruments on the principle of the drum 
and guitar, make a part of the accompani- 
ment, but it is only on feafons of mirth and feflivity, 
that a Hindoo entertainment affumes a {pirit of viva- 
city fo far above their ufual tone of animation. Story 
telling is a more frequent amufement; and one in 
which they are faid to excel; but itrangers feldom 
attain fuch proficiency in the language as can entitle 
them to judge: They are equally incapable to appre- 
ciate the merits of the Hindoo fong, which is fimple, 
melodious, and tender; but. as the fubjeé generally 
turns*on the adventures of fome favourite prince or 
warrior, the intereft is loft, from not being acquainted 


with the hiftory to which it alludes. 


HunTine is a favourite occupation among all 
nations; at firft it is purfued from neceflity of fubduing 
the ferocious animals, and of procuring food, and is 
afterwards followed as an amufement. In Hindoftan 
which abounds in all kinds of game, and where - 
many of the fierceft animals are ftill unextirpated, 
_ the labours of the chace are purfued with the fame 
earneftnefs and avidity, as in thofe ancient days when 
they fignalifed heroes, and diefied Hercules. In no 
occupation are the different races feen more cordi- 
ally to cooperate, than in fuch exercifes of the field ; 
Europeans, 
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Europeans, Moguls, and Hindoos are there equally 
divefted of their habitual indolence and natural aver- 
fions, and concur with one heart and one mind, in 
the purfuit and deftruction of the common enemy: 


Wuen the Nawab of Oude fets out on a hunting 
party, he 1s accompanied not only with his court, con- 
_ fifting of Europeans and natives, but efcorted with a 
large detatchment of his army. ‘The officers are 
suis on elephants or horfes, the riders are arm- 
ed with fpears and mufkets, and proceed in regular 


order to the field where the tygers are known to fre- 


quent; there by thinning their ranks and deploying to 
the right and left, they furround the whole diftrict : 
the tyger, and all the animals enclofed within the 
circle retreat towards the center, where they are 
gradually. followed up by the converging ranks till 
they arrive within mufket fhot of the prey ; then a 
general attack commences, and the poor animals 


wilting to fave their lives at any rifk, pufh through the - 


furrounding multitude, or perith in the attempt. In 
this perilous amufement it fometimes happens that in- 
dividuals lofe their lives; for the tyger inthe paroxifm 
of rage and delpair, tears to pieces wholoever comes 
in his way: nor are even the elephants and their 
riders fecure fromm their refentment ; for he has been 
known to leap into a howdah and tear away the 
rider. In this a€t, a very large one was killed by 
Sujah Dowlah, a prince who was remarkably fond 
of hunting, and was efteemed the beft markefman 
of the age. Private hunting parties of Europeans and 

nan 
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natives, from their inferior number and ftrength, - 
generally deem it prudent not to furround the tyger 
completely, but allow him on one fide free egrefs, | 
that he may not by defpair be compelled to attack 
any individual. 


Tee deer, which are here in vaft number and va- 
riety, are purfued and taken in nearly the fame mans 
ner; only they are fet upon by the chittar, a fpecies 
of panther, which is carried by four men ina co- 
vered palanquin, and placed near them. 


In tyger-hunting the poor ryuts feel, perhaps, 
greater gratification than their fuperiors, for in fome 
fequeftrated fpots, the tygers are a fevere annoyance 
both to the natives and their cattle, who fal! annu- 
ally a faerifice to their depredations. The natives 
are, therefore, well pleafed to conduc a party of 
_ Europeans to the haunts of the tyger, and feem 
grateful for their aid in deftroying thefe formidable 
animals. “In 1795, asa party of gentlemen were 
in purfuit of {nipes in the vicinity of Dum Dum, 
they unexpectedly roufed a royal tyger, which had 
been deftructive to the neighbourhood. The ani- 
mal immediately feized on the firft*perfon near him, 
which happened to be a native fervant who carried 
_ a gun, and killed him upon the fpot. 


‘The gentlemen, though alarmed, did not retire 
from the place when the accident happened without 
attempting to ref{cue the poor man from the jaws of 

Vou. I, Aa the 
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the monfter. They difcharged their pieces, but’as. 
they were all loaded with fmall thot, they made no 
fenfible impreflion upon him. 


“INTELLIGENCE of this unfortunate affair was 
immediately difpatched to Calcutta, for the informa- 
tion of fome keen fportfmen, who delight in the 
manly exercife and dangerous amufement of tyger 
hunting. They were without delay armed and 
mounted on elephants, and not long after coming 
to the ground they found the tyger weltering in 
gore. An immediate attack began, but inftead of 
retreating, the tyger made a fpring and faftened 
upon one of the elephants. The driver was not dif- 
mayed, and by a fevere blow ftruck with his hook 
on a tender. part of the animal, he forced him to 
quit his hold. Several fhots were even then fired. 
at him, and though moft of them took place, yet 
none had touched a vital part. The animal became 
furious, beyond defcription, run at and charged 
every thing that came near him, till one of the 
party, well known for his prowefs, intrepidly ad~ 
vanced, and with a hog-fpear pinned the moniter 
to.the eround’?.* 4) 


Hawxine is a frequent diverfion among the 
natives of diftinCtion, as it was formerly in Eurepe. 
Tiares and foxes are killed by the larger hawks, 
anc. patridges, quails and other game by the {maller 

kinds. 


* Calcutta Journal. 


INDIAN REGREATIONS. 371 


kinds. Befides falconers, fowlers, fifhermen, and 
gangs of gamekeepers for the chace, men of for- 
tune in Hindoftan entertain alfo perfons verfed in 
the praétice of catching wild animals by allurement, - 
difguile, enfnaring, ambufh, fafcination, and other 
{tratagems, in which they are extremely fuccefsful. 
‘Selling wild foxes, jackalls, and other animals for 
{port to Europeans is a common praétice of fome of 
the poorer claffes. Almoft every kind of game is 
to be purchafed from this clafs of men who earn a 
fubfiltence by killing them; they are called Sigurce 
Wallachs, in the native diale@t. 


EuvROPEANS are certainly. far outdone by the na- 
tives in the ftratagems employed for enfnaring wild 
animals. When they are defirous of taking jackalls 
alive, two men approach their holes, and begin to 
mimick the cries of the young ones, while they 
gambol and play about; this yelping noife foon in- 
veigles the male, who advancing firft, is entangled 
in a {nare laid for the purpofe; on continuing the 
fame kind of noife the female foon follows the male, 
and is alfo entrapped by the fame apparatus. 


A GREAT variety of fifh is fupplied by the rivers, 
lakes, and_tanks of Hindoftan, and there is, perhaps, 
no art or device practifed in catching them in Europe 
that is not in ufe upon the Ganges: in the eaft, how- 
ever, the art of fifhing is oftener practifed as a mean 
of fubfiftance by the poor, than as a diverfion among 
the idle——Wild duck and other water fowl are 
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caught in India, by people wading or fwimming the 
lakes, either with an earthen pot over their heads, or 
the artificial reprefentation of a duck, fafhioned fo as 
to put on like a cap: by this contrivance, they get 
clofe enough to the geefe, widgeon or teal, to pull 
them under water by the feet, till they have filled a 
girdle made of netting, or tied or twifted one of 
their wings, fo as to let them float on the water with- 
out hazarding their efcape. All this is effected with- 
out difturbing the reft of the focks upon the lake, 
and with fo much eafe and fuccefs, that they can af- 
ford to fell ducks fo taken at a penny or three-half- 
pence a-pieces 


Hrinbosran is probably the native country of the 
Peacock and Barndoor Fowl; for they are here 
found in great abundance in their wild ftate, and not 
only afford excellent fport, but are the moft beauti- 
ful of the feathered race. Domeftication, it would 
feem, however much it may encreafe varieties of the 
different tribes, but feldom adds to their beauty. 
Accordingly, all the varieties of the pheafant tribe, 
which are numerous in the upper parts of India, dif- 
play the moft rich and fplendid plumage ; the {pot- 
ted, the fpeckled, the golden, and Gorackpore phea- 
fants, are perhaps the moft brilliant of the feathered 
race; the catching of thefe, and the vaft varieties of 
game in India, has given rife to numerous gangs of 
profeflional hunters, whofe conftant experience, and 
ereat dexterity, has enriched their art with many 
contrivances unknown in the weftern world. 

S In 
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In feats of agility and legerdemain, the Indians 
feem alfo to enjoy an inconteftible fuperiority over 
us, which probably arifes from the fame caufe of 
purfuing thefe arts as a diftin@ and conftant_profef- 
fion. ‘The jugglers feldom ere& a ftage in any part 
of the eaft that is not foon crowded with numerous 
{pectators ; and the feats they perform, it were much 
more eafy to relate, than to command the reader’s 
affent to their reality and truth. Their feats in the 
management of fome fnakes exceed all credibility ; 
and the cruel amufement of fighting fome of the poi- 
fonous kinds with the mongoofe is attended with a 
circumftance which I have heard denied by one of 
the greateft naturalifts in your country. The mon- 
goofe when bit, utters piercing cries occafioned by 
the pain of his wound, till he reach a kind of grafs, 
which he no fooner taftes, than he is relieved, when 
he inftantly returns to the combat. The confli€ 
continues fometimes for an hour, in the lapfe of which | 
he may have been bitten twenty times and cured as 
often; till taught by experience, he feizes the fnake 
by the back of the neck, and from the impoflibility 
of its then biting him he is enabled to f{queeze it to 
death. The field of battle, after the clofeft examina- 
tion, did not exhibit on its furface any peculiar grafs 
—the moft prevalent was the doob, or common grafs 
of the plain, 


In balancing, the moft furprifing feats are perform- 
ed; becaufe they are the effect of mere fkill without 
any poflibility of deception: a frequent exhibition is 

aa Ss that 
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that of placing five of the common earthen water, 
pots upon a man’s head; a girl mounts upon the 
uppermott, and thus balancing the pots and the eirl, 

the man dances round the field. he fame perfon 
balances a pole of fixteen feet long, the bottom of 
which is fixed into a thick cotton fath or girdle an- 
other man gets upon his back, and from hence runs 
up the pole, his hands aiding his feet; with the nim- 
blenefs of a fquirrel. He then proceeds, firft, to ex- 
tend himfelf on the pole upon his belly, and then 
upon his back, his legs and arms both times foread 
out. He next throws himfelf horizontally from the 
pole, which is all the while balanced on the girdle, 
holdingonly by his arms. This attitude among the 
tumblers is called the flac. Thirdly, he ftands upon 
his head on the top of the pole, holding below the 
fummij with his hands, Finally, he throws himfelf 


from this lait pofition backwards down the pole, hold. 


ing by his hands, then turns over again holding by his 
feet, and this is repeated over and over, till he reaches 


the ground. Thefe and a thoufand other feats con{ti- | 


tutethe amufement of the idle, and the fubfiftence of 
a numerous clafs of ftrollers, A detailed account of 
them is given by Colonel Ironfide, and preferved i iit 
the inate Regitter, a work ably executed, and con- 
ftituting the Hote valuable repofitory of oriental 
knowledge hitherto in the poflefion of the rk 
reader, | 
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CENERAL SKETCH OF THE MAHRATTA GOVERNMENT, 


Chunar, 1798. 


Brrorg I left Europe, I freely own. that I entertained 
the fame erroneous notion regarding the influence of 
the Britifh government on the peace and fecurity of 
the natives of Afia, which were then prevalent in 
England. The idea of foreigners making fuch vaft 
and rapid conquefts in a diffant country, was, in my 
“mind, clofely allied with much mifery, rapine, and 
oppreflion, exercifed againft the unwarlike and paf- 
five Hindoos. The forcible poffeflion of a country 
which, by immemorial prefcription, the beft of all 
rights, was their own; with me I confefs militated 
againft the very firft principles of juftice. It was 
only by the irrefiftible evidence of a thoufand fads, 
and daily obfervation, that I have been forced to a- 
bandon thofe opinions which were cherifhed not mere- 
ly as virtuous, but a part of myfelf. Iam fully con- 
Aa vinced, 
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vinced that the conqueft of Afia by Europeans, has 
not been a fevere difpenfation, but a grand and ufeful 
remedy for the innumerable evils which they fuffered. 


Upon your mind I have little hope of producing 
the fame conviction: The Barbary ftates however, 
Egypt and the whole Turkifh empire, have long re- 
mained in fuch a ftate of barbarous anarchy, that 
even an Englifhman could believe they might be bene- 
fited by a conqueft. After what I have witnefled, I 
have no difficulty in admitting that the government of 
the moft unprincipled nation in Europe, would pro- 
duce a defirable amelioration of its condition. 


Tue Mogul government at no period offered full. 
fecurity to the prince, {till lefs to his vaflals; and to 
peafants the moft fcanty protection of all. It was a 
continued tiflue of violence and infurreétion, treache. 
ry and punifhment, under which neither commerce 
nor the arts could profper, nor agriculture affume 
the appearance of a fyftem: Its downfall gave rife to 
a {tate {till more afflictive, fince anarchy is worle than 
mifrule. The Mahomedan government, wretched as 
it was, the European nations have not the merit of 
overturning. It fell beneath the weight of its own 
corruption, and had already been fucceeded by the 
multifarious tyranny of petty chiefs, whofe right to 
govern confifted in their treafon to the ftate, and 
whofe exactions on the peafants ‘were as boundlels as 
their avarice. The rents to government were, and 
where natives rule, {till are levied twice a-year, by a. 

mercilefs 
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mercilefs banditti, under the femblance of an army, 
who wantonly deftroy or carry off whatever part 
of the produce may fatisfy their caprice, or fatiate 
their avidity, after having hunted the ill-fated peafants 
from the villages to the woods. Any attempt of the 
peafants to defend their perfons or property within 
the mud walls of their villages, only calls for the more 
fignal vengeance on thofe ufeful, but ill-fated mortals. 
They are then furrounded and attacked with mufket- 
ry and field-pieces till refiftance ceafes, when the fur- 
vivors are fold, and their habitations burnt and level- 
led with the ground. Hence you will frequently 
meet with the ryuts gathering up the fcattered rem- 
nants of what had yefterday been their habitation, 
if fear has permitted them to return ; but oftener the 
ruins are feen fmoking, after a fecond vifitation of 
this kind ; without the appearance of a human being 
to interrupt the awful filence of defolation. 


Tuis defcription does not apply to theMahomme- 
dan chieftains alone ; it is equally applicable to the 
Rajahs in the diftricts governed by Hindoos. ‘Thefe 
two races of men, however diftinct they continue ia 
certain modes and obfervances, are very much afli- 
milated in barbarity, and in ignorance of the art of 
government: Their neighbourhood, occafions a per- 
petual intercourfe of ‘war or contention, which 
{trengthens every malevolent principle to a degree, in- 
compatible either with peace or.1mprovement. This 
is the more to be regretted, as the Hindoos are regain- 
ing the fovereignty of their ancient pofleflions. At 

prefent 
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prefent the Mahratta people extend their fway in one 
form or another, from the bay of Bengal, to the 
river Indus. The degraded Hindoo fovereign is re- 
inftated in the Myfore, fo that this ancient people have 
recovered more than one half of India. Throughout 
the whole of this immenfe diftri€, agriculture is in a 
very imperfect ftate, and in that fate it muft continue 
from the oppreflions of petty tyrants in their own dif. 
tri€is, or the external evils occafioned by the wars of 
contending chieftains 


Tue following obfervations felected from an ac- 
count of this people by William H. Tone, command- 
er of a regiment in the fervice of the Pefhwah, are 
entitled to be regarded as the moft authentic that have 
yet been communicated on this fubjed, From a long 
refidence in the country, and a minute perfonal ob- 
fervation of their manners, this gentleman has en- 


joyed very fuperior a in elucidating this 


tub os an 


«< T know _not under what precife head to arrange 
the form of the Mahratta government, It is not, 
ftri€tly {fpeaking, a complete monarchy: they have no 


titled nobility ; of confequence it does hot come un- 
der the definition of an ariftocracy ; ; the people have 


no weight; itis therefore no democracy. It would 
perhaps be beft defcribed, by refembling it to the 
circles of Germany, ‘as a military republic, compofed 
of chiefs independent of each other ; acknowledging 
ag ey fupreme head, the Pethwah, who is himfelf 


the 
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ihe fuppofed minifter of the Satarah Rajah. Their 
fubmiflion, however, is in many particulars merely 
nominal. ‘The unfortunate defcendant of Sevajee, 
though lefs than a cypher, has fome occafional at- 

tentions paid to him. No Pefhwa can be appointed 
without receiving the kelat of inveftifture from his 
hands. Whenever the Pethwa takes the field in per- 
fon, he muft previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah. The country circumjacent to Sat- 
tarah, enjoys an exemption from military depredations 
of all kinds; and whenever any chief enters this di- 
Rrig, all enfigns of roy valty are laid afide; ; and the 
_ nagara, or great drum’ of the empire ceales to beat. 
'Yhefe, I believe, are the only marks of attention paid — 
to the nominal head of this powerful government; in 
other particulars, he is a clofe prifoner on a very mo- 
derate allowance. The prefent Rajah was fome few 
years back, a private filladar, or commandant of 
horfe ; but being unfortunately of the blood of Seva- 
jee, on the demife of his predeceffor, he was exalted, 
from a {tate of happy obfeurity, to the oe mi. 
ey of a : throne and a bate: | 


EVERY Tn saa Bint this extraordinary people, 
becomes an object of curiofity, as they appear a kind 
of phenomenon in the world of oriental politics. 
Their principles of government excite our attention, 
as they difcover a mode of thinking and ating, total- 
ly differing from the regular fyftem of European 
policy. The very local arrangements of empire are 
peculiar ; the territory of the different chiefs being 
; blended 
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blended or interfperfed with each other. Part of the 
Pefhwa’s dominions lie on the fea coaft, and part on 
the northward of Delhi. It is alfo no uncommon 
thing for a pergunnah, fometimes a fingle town, to 
belong to two or three different chiefs: fome are even 
the joint property of the Pefhwa and the Nizam. A 
difpofition fo chequered, {trikes me as having a ten- 
dency to weaken the combined ftrength of the whole; 
but whether this be the effet of policy or accident, 
I confefs I cannot determine. 


Tue Pefhwa, though the acknowledged head of 
the empire, has but very little territory in his own 
hands: the Soubadary of Amedabad, worth about 
fixty lacks a year, is the largeft diftri€t he pofleffes. 
Some of the great perfonages of the Poonah Sircar 
hold jagheers from the ftate by right of office, which 
being independent of the Pefhwa, are very valuable. 
That lately held by Purferam Bow, was worth thirty 
lacks annually. Ruftia Foncia, or, as he is termed, the 
Tope Koonah Walla, an officer correfponding to our 
mafter-general of ordinance, Firkia and many others, 
_ have very confiderable revenues; but the mere land- 
ed income in the hands of the Pefhwa, is very trifling: 
His refources depend upon the contributions of the 
other members of the empite, which every thing in- 
cluded, do not exceed four crore of rupees a year. 


In the great durbar of Poonah, all the higher 
offices are hereditary. The Dewan*, FurnavefeT, 
Chitnavefe 


* Minister + Chancellor. 
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Chitnavefe*, and even the commander in chief or 
holder of the jerry-put + are all fituations held ‘by 
defcent ; and fo much is this rule adhered to, that no 
pefhwa has ever prefumed to invade it. The cuftom, 
however, does not obtain in the inferior durbars. 


Ir is one peculiar feature of the Mahratta govern- 
ment, that the empire always confiders itfelf as in a 
itate of war. ‘This circumftance entirely refults 
from the unfettled and flu@uating itate of the inter- 
nal government: their recent acquifitions in Hin- 
doftan are held only by the fword; and they are 
under the neceflity of compelling the payment of the 
Chout, always given with reluCtance, or extorted by 
actual force. But, independent of thefe motives, 
war is with them a fource of revenue ; as the diffe- 
rent chiefs of the empire make annual campaigns in 
the few diftri€ts which have not yet been brought to 
a {tate of fubjeGion, or actual fervitude. Thefe mi- 
litary excurfions are termed Muluk-gheré, two Per- 
fian words, which fignify taking poffeffion of ter- 


ritory. 


THis eternal warfare is the caufe of an enormous 
expence ; to fupply which the Mahrattas have many 
modes of finance; but the moft prevailing one is 
that of anticipating their revenues. It is unnecef- 
fary to enlarge on the defects of a fyftem fo ob- 

vioully 
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vioufly pernicious. Thefe mortgages upon the teis 
ritorial revenue are negociated by wealthy Soucarsy 
between whom and the minifter there always exiits 
a proper under{tanding; they are frequently at a 
difcount of thirty or forty per cent. and then paid in 
the moft depreciated currency. This ruinous me- 
thod of raifing the fupplies, arifes from the unfettled 
{tate of the country, which induces government to 
prefer a certain fum in hand, though at an enormous 
ufury, to the poflible reecipt of a precarious reve- 
nue at the expiration of three or four years, to which 
extent they are frequently anticipated. In fuch di- 
friéts as remain in the management of the Sircar, 
the taxes are raifed according to the ulages of the 
higheft antiquity, and are generally very moderate. 
The duties on common commodities, on a grofs efti- 
mate, never exceed five per cent. except on Ghee, 
which amount to fifty. The revenue refulting from 
the proprietary right to the foil, which is one half of 
the produce; the Chout paid by the Nizam, and 
the plunder raifed by Moulukgheré, form the grand 
pecuniary refources of the Mahratta empire. ‘Thefe, 
though amounting to a vait fum, are far fhort of 
the current expences. The conquered country in 
Hindoftan, exhaufted by continual depredations, is 
no longer capable to furnifh.a fingle rupee. The 
entire wealth of this once rich country, is buried in 
the private treafuries of the Mahratta chiefs, and loft 
to all the purpofes of circulation. So great is the 
fcarcity of fpecie in the upper provinces, that for 
thefe two years paft, Scindia has been obliged to ex- 
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tort money from the Poonah government for the 
payment of his vaft armies in Hindoftan. 


In the different governments of the native powers, 
as in the moft defpotic ones, the prince, unlefs he 
poflefles great talents, is merely a cypher; the De- 
wan, or minifter, has all the authority in his hands. 
This office is univerfally beftowed on the perfon who 
gives the greateft nuzzur, or more properly Ipeaking, 
can furnith a fum to anfwer fome particular exigence 
of the ftate: for an inability to fupply money for 
current expences, is always fure to difplace a mini- 
fier. ‘The prince having taken the bribe, often a- 
mounting to many lacks of rupees, the obje@ of the 
purchafer is to remburfe himfelf. Here the great 
door to corruption is thrown open: every office is 
{et up to auction, and knocked down to the higheit’ 
bidder, without regarding any qualification but the 
price. Every fituation, Komifdars, Kalladars, and 
places, are difpofed of in public market. No check 
can be given to confequential peculation. He that 
fhould punifh the delinquent, has himfelf fet the ex- 
ample, and is equally implicated in his guilt. The 
very man that has bought his office, is not certain of 
holding it a year: this confideration gives additional. 
keennefs to his avarice, till it gets whetted to the 
higheft degree, and he extorts from the unfortunate 
Ryut the produé of his labour, without compunc- 
tion. Thus he plunders without mercy the very 
fubject it is his duty to protect. If this tyrant be re- 
moved, the evil is by no means removed with him; 

for 
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for his fucceflor, if he buys his office, (and on no 


other terms will he get it), will moft certainly be 
equally rapacious and unprincipled. 


\ 


Ir is frou caufes of this kind, that the bulk of the» 


people are almoft without property. Few under a 
Mahratta government have any opportunity of ac- 
quiring wealth, except the powerful Brahmins, who 
hold offices in the Durbar. Their avarice is infa- 
tiable; and if ever the madnefs of accumulation 
was marked with the higheft degree of folly, it 1s in 
the prefent inflance: for although the Brahmin may 
be permitted to go on even for years in every prac- 
tice of extortion, his wealth at laft excites the atten- 
tion of the prince, when he is obliged to difgorge, 


and is perhaps ordered to a Kella for life. If he 


happens to die while in office, his property is gene- 
rally fequeftrated by the Sircar. In this cafe his fa- 


mily is provided for, either by a penfion, or other-— 


wife; and the cuftom of plunder, which is called 
Goonogeré *, forms one very confiderable part of 
the contingent revenue. 

Upon the whole, I believe, there is not upon re- 


cord an example of any government fo little calcu- 
Jated to give protection to the {ubjedt, as the fluc- 
tuating and unfteady fyftem of the Mahrattas: an 
adminiftration formed of rapacity, corruption, and 

infta- 


* Compound epithet, signifying crime penaity. 
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inftability, affords but little hope of domeftic happi- 
nefs, or public fecurity. To this grand fource may 
be afcribed the accumulated mifery of the people ; 
oppreflion, poverty, and famine, which laft appears 
the appropriated curfe of this country. When we 
reflect on the great fertility of Hindoftan in general, 
it is amazing to confider the frequency of this dread- 
ful vifitation. It is evidently not owing to any {teri- 
lity in the foil or climate, fince there are many fea« 
fons that yield two or three crops; the evil muft be 
traced to fome political caufe; and it requires but 
little penetration to difcover it in the avarice-and ex- 
tortion of the various governments. Ina country 
fuch as this, where revolutions are fo common, the 
great- {pur to induftry, that of fecurity, is taken a- 
way : the Ryut, who cultivates his ground this year 
is by no means fure of poffefling it the next: if he 
fhould, it is highly prohable that under a govern- 
ment that holds its fway only by the fword, fome 
large detachment may be quartered in his neigh- 
bourhood: no greater blow can be given to induf- 
try; for a Mahratta army is more indefatigably de-. 
ftrutive than myriads of locufts. The property of 
friends and enemies falls equally a prey to their un- 
diftinguifhing depredations. Hence no man raifes 
more grain than is barely fufficient for himfelf; and 
the produce of the year is juft equivalent to its con- 
fumption. The confequence is, as there are no pub- 
lic granaries, that the firft unfavourable feafon pro- 
duces a famine : the inhabitants abandon their fields, 
and either fly to the coaft, or to fome other place, 

Vor. I. Bb where 
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where the famine has prevailed lefs. This new ac- 
ceffion of people produces a famine there alfo, and 
the evil becomes univerfal. | 


It is at this period, that the traveller beholds the 
greateft. of all human miferies ; hunger, nakednefs, 
and difeafe, and death, which in this cafe 1s the ex- 
treme of mercy. He fees the ftreets ftrewed with 


carcafes; the highways with fkeletons; and every — 


countenance proclaiming mifery, wretchednefs, and 
defpair. It is owing to the frequeficy of this dread- 
ful calamity, that the Mahrattas are total {trangers to 

*, poffefs an infenfibility of heart, to which 


charity, a 
other nations are {trangers. The feelings become 
{teeled with a repetition of diftrefs, efpecially in a 
people whofe ruling paffion is avarice. A Mahyratta 
will fee his own brother expire before him with the 
moft phlegmatic compofure. Perhaps the man who 
has. beheld his whole family die around him, with- 


out exciting one fentiment of compaflion on his — 


Sindh Bexiey: will, when the evil again recurs, find 
his heart hardened againft mankind from a recollec- 
tion of their barbarity, rather than foftened to pity 
by a knowledge of their diftrefs. Such is the effect 
of famine upon morals; but I believe it has never 
produced one infurrection againft the government, 
which, for the moft part, occafions it. The Hindoo 
has but few paffions; he confiders misfortune as his 
fate ; and he fubmits without a ftruggle. 


e | Tr 
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Ir is alfo owing to famine, and its concomitant 
depopulations, that fome parts of India are fo thinly 
inhabited. I believe it may be fafely aflerted, that 
through the whole country (Bengal and Behar ex- 


cepted) one acre in fifty is not cultiated; and the 


quantity of tilled land will always bear a proportion 
to the number ‘of people to be maintained by it. It 
is ho uncommon circumftance for large cities, in the 


‘time of famine, to lofe three-fourths of their inha- 
bitants; and the ‘country fuffers in the fame degree. 


Frequently whole diftri€ts are fwept away, and for 


‘years remain a jungle, notwith{tanding the climate 


is fo favourable to population. Upon “the whole, 


between ‘the indolence of the people, and the rapacity 


of the government, famine appears to be the prime 
curfe of this country; yet, incredible as it may 
feém, no provifion is ever made againft it; but 


‘that the fault is not in nature, or the natives, may, be 


{een by turning to Bengal, which enjoying a more 


‘fteady adminiftration, has not fuffered famine, I be- 


lieve, fince that which ‘happened in 1770, or 1771, 
twenty-fix years ago; although every other part of 
India has been frequently vifited by it fince that 
period. > ; 


SucH is the comparative ftate of the Britifh pro- 
vinces, and the reft of India, drawn by a difintereft- 
ed fpectator, and I have often had occafion to wit- 
nefs its accuracy and truth. Upon what principle 
then does the Abbé Reynal, and after him other ig 
norant declaimers, give out that the Englifh have 

Bb 2 — robbed 
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robbed the natives of their pofleffions, and diftreffed 
them by their cruelties? The Britifh territories are, 
in truth, the only part of the country which they 
peaceably pofleis; the only afylum where they, at 
this hour, enjoy in any competent degree either pro- 
tection, plenty, or comfort.. Among a people fo 
long accuftomed to anarchy or mifrule, it would be 
too fanguine to expect that habits of induftry or fub- 
miffion to order can be fpeedily eftablifhed ; yet that 
the extenfion of European dominion over this vaft 
country, above defcribed, has proved a great blefling, 
is a truth as incontrovertible as any in the {cience of 
morals. It has already been brought to the teft of 
experience ; and fo far as it has yet extended, the 
truth has obtained all the evidence of demonftration. 
When, therefore, you hear of inftances of mifcon- 
duct in. our countrymen, and there perhaps have been 
fome, they do not overturn the general principle ; 
for afluredly a fyftem in fome refpetts bad, may be a 
great improvement on another which has always 
been effentially and radically worfe. 


SECT. 


SECT: XL. 


OF THE DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 


Near Paina, Nov. 11799. 


THe fecurity of fo vaft a territory as the Britifh em- 
pire in India, muft be regarded as a momentous 
concern, whether you view the fubject in regard to 
external defence, or internal protection. The moft 
populous nation in Europe could not perhaps fupply 
the continual drain of inhabitants which an army 
adequate to this purpofe muft neceflarily require. An 
hundred thoufand troops could not prove fufhcient ; 
and reckoning the life of a foldier in India at the ave- 
rage of ten years, this would annually withdraw 
ten thoufand of the moft ufeful and enterprifing part 
of the community, after it had already fupplied the 
unavoidable wafte of a numerous military eftablifh- 
ment at home. Could fuch a number of hands be 
afforded for the fupply of one branch of the fervice, 
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it would induce a debility at home, or a depopulation 
which no foreign dominion could compenfate. It 
was perhaps the over{trained exertions of the Portu- 
guefe and Spanifh nations, co-operating with a more 
than ordinary corruption of manners, that has lower- 
ed the power and confequence of thefe kingdoms in 
the fcale of Europe, to a degree which no acquifition 
of wealth can retrieve. 


Happiny for Great Britain, the defence of this 


country does not neceflarily require fuch a propor- 


tion of its inhabitants. ‘The natives are themfelves 
excellent foldiers while under the difcipline and 
command of European officers: they are not only 
expert in their exercife, but diftinguifhed by a cool 
and f{teady bravery which would do honour to any 
troops. The revenue of the country will always be 
adequate to detray the charge of a fufficient number 
of native troops, if managed with any economy ; and 
the fubordination which they have ever fhown, is a 
fall fecurity for their fidelity. The army has on 
every occafion been fubmifiiye to. its commanders ; 
the individuals of which it is compofed have facrificed 
to difcrplme more of their prejudices, than can be 
found in any other inftance. Brahmins, and perfons 
of the higher cafts, are commanded by their inferiors 
in rank without a'murmur upon actual duty. Many 
inftances may perhaps be produced in which they 
have been deprived of part of their fmall allowan- 
ces, by the mean artifices of their fuperiors; but I 

believe 
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believe there is hardly a fingle example of their 
making a common caufe to revenge their wrong. 


Ow a late occafion, a corps of native infantry, up- 
on a miftaken interpretation of their inclination, 
was ordered to be embarked as marines, a fervice 
not included in the terms of their covenant with the 
Company, and direGly contrary to the prejudices of 
the greater part of the Hindoos.. They refilfed to 
comply: force was employed; they refifted it as far 
as they were able; but were forced to fubmit. This 
tranfaction, while it difplays their tenacity to their 
principles, and the terms of their agreement, fhows 
alfo their implicit fubmiffion, where we have a right 
to their fervices. This refractory corps was attacked 
by another of their own countrymen, and foon re- 
duced to fubmiflion, by their fteady behaviour under 
the direction of European officers. 


Tus tranfaction, however much it may refleé& 
upon the equity of our conduét, affords the fulleft 
evidence of the want of a general fpirit of refiftance 
to Europeans. If our conduct be guided in any 
meafure by juftice or humanity we can have nothing 
to apprehend from a general combination of a native 
army. 


THERE is probably ftill lefs to dread from a general 
confederacy of the independent princes of the coun- 
try againft us. Their mutual jealoufies and animofi- 
ties will for ever defeat fuch afcheme. The advan- 

Bb 4. tage 


399 INDIAN RECREATIONS. 


tage here is all upon our part; for during a late war 
with Tippoo a more numerous combination was form- 
ed by us againft that prince, than the monarchs of 
India could ever bring to co-operate for the affertion 
of their common independence. ‘The armies of In- 
dia refemble thofe undifciplined bands which the feu- 
dal princes of Europe formerly collected around them. 
They are compofed of the dependants of the great 
lords of court; are retained by them, and meet or 
difband at their pleafure, rather than by the orders of 
the prince. A combination of thefe chiefs may prove 
formidable to their own fovereign, but never to a fo-' 
' reign power. 


‘A srpoy army muft then prove the chief defence 
of our poffeffions; neither its number nor expence 
can prove a burden to the inhabitants at large: their 
pay is fuperior to the wages of common labour, and 
more punctually paid; numbers are thereiore willing 
to enlift, for a limited number of years, during which | 
the frugal native is often enabled to accumuiate eer 
to him, is an independent fortune. 


Ir is from hits circumftance that they fo frequent- 
ly afk leave to retire from the fervice; a thing more 
injurious to the fervice in appearance, than in reality. | 
Their independent and eafy circumftances attracts 
others to fupply their place; while there is little to 
be apprehended from their engaging in the army of 
any hoftile power. A native foldier, after a few 
months difufe, becomes as completely ignorant of 


his 
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his duty, as if he had never learnt it. The reduc- 
tion of a body of men to mere mechanical motions, 
in which the excellence of difcipline has been fup- 
pofed to confift, is the work of nature herfelf upon 
the natives of India. Deprive them of the officer, 
who may be regarded as the acting fpring, and they 
are unable to execute any movement however fimple : 
difcontinue their exercife for a fhort time, and they 
will refume it with a confcioufnefs of their own in- 
capacity ; every trial is ineffectual till again they are 
wound up anew by the labour of frefh inftruction. 
The natives are therefore incapable of carrying Eu- 
ropean difcipline into a foreign army ; as often as the 
country powers have attempted this, they have pro- 
cured ofhcers from that fervice to introduce it. 


NATive troops are alfo preferable from the {mall 
expence of their eftablifhment. A battalion of a 
thoufand men, exclufive of the pay of officers, may 
be kept up at a fmaller charge than fome individual 
fervants coft the Company. Our dominion in In- 
dia, therefore, will probably prove coeval with our 
economy and public virtue: fhould profufion fo far 
increafe, that a few favourites fhall engrofs and dif- 
fipate the means of fupporting our power, it muit 
fall like an edifice that has been undermined in its 
foundation. 


From the infubordination or revolt of its native 
armies, Britain has nothing to fear; from their in- 
capacity 
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incapacity to repel hoftile attacks, it has probably 
ftilllefs. It is to the diffolute and corrupt habits of 
its fervants; or to the treachery of its European 
troops, that it muft look for the gradual decay, or 
the fudden overthrow of its power in India. 


Sit. SLL 


OF THE SERVANTS OF THE INDIA COMPANY. 


@2eeoeetoe#eo%88 © @ &@ ® 


Calcutta, Dec. 1799. 


‘THE whole of the Hon. Company’s civil and military 
fervants holding appointments, by the moft accurate 
lifts publifhed, do not amount on this eftablifhment 
to more than two thoufand. ‘This muft certainly 
appear a fmall number of perfons to engrofs with 
their falaries fo large a fum as that which conftitutes 
the eftablifhed charge of this prefidency. 

Tue far greater part of the fervants of the Com- 
pany however enjoy only moderate appointments ; 
whether you regard the facrifice made to attain them, 
or the duty required in their faithful execution. The 
man who removes fo far from ‘his native land, and 
breaks off every tie whether of affection or of blood, 
certainly merits fome compenfation for the pofitive 
comforts and advantages which he thus foregoes. 

; When 
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When to this you add the dangers incurred from the 
climate, which even in its moft favourable operation 
foon debilitates the conflitution, and certainly fhortens 
the period of life; 1t may readily be admitted that the 
enterprifing {pirit of the Company’s fervants is not 
extravagantly rewarded. 


Tuar a fubaltern in the army, or a junior civil 
fervant, after having incurred the expence of a long 
voyage, and a genteel education, fhould receive a 
competent fubfiftence, for here it is no more, is cer- 
tainly what he is entitled to in any part of the world. 
But from this frugality and decorum in the payment 
of the Company’s fervants, there have crept in many 
wide deviations. 


You will in fome inftances find a fingle individual 
and his family in the receipt of an annual falary al- 
moft fufficient to defray the ordinary charge of a fepoy 
battalion. Whether this be profufion, partiality, or 
a generous retribution of fervices, all muit allow that 
it encroaches feverely upon that revenue, by which 


the empire in this part of the world muft be defended. 


But withdrawing the means of defence is by no 
means the only effect of this unequal diftribution of 


the revenue ; it tends in various ways to increafe its — 


d anger. 


SpLenpDID fortunes fuddenly accumulated, hold 
up a dazzling but falfe picture of the mches of our 
Indian pofleffions. The attention not only of the 

3 country 
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country powers, but of every nation in Europe, is 
turned towards them with a jealous avidity. If any 
circumftance more powerfully than another can pro- 
voke invafion, it is this pernicious ‘difplay of ima- 
ginary, becaufe individual wealth. 


Excessive affluence in the hands of a few is im. 
mediately deftructive to every branch of the fervice. 
Irregular living, gaming, and profufion, are the im- 
mediate confequences to all in the vicinity of one dif- 
fipated civil fervant of the Company. Young of- 
ficers and writers are tempted to partake in all the 
indulgences of luxury: they engage in play, con- 
tract debt on exorbitant intereft, and ruin approaches 
with irrefiftible rapidity. Hence, while the excef- 
five opulence of individuals holds up a bait to the 
enemies of the country, it debilitates and renders un- 
ferviceable that body of men who are entrufted with 
its defence. 


Ir is in this circumftance that a refleGing mind 
would probably trace the decline of the Britith power 
in India. Extravagant fortunes, accumulated in the 
Eaft, are carried home to be diflipated in all the 
taftelefs profufion of new gotten wealth. Manners 
become corrupted at home; new adventurers more 
diflolute than the former arrive, who inftead of 
checking, improve upon the vices of their predecef- 
fors. ‘The army becomes diflolute and neceffitous ; 
a {tate in which it has ever proved lefs formidable to 
its enemies than its employers. 

| THE 
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THE proper guidance, and virtuous adminiftra- 
tion of a government fo expenfive as that of India ; 
and the upright diftribution of its revenue, proves an 
_ effort too great for the energy and virtue of any in- 
dividual. In fuch a ftate of manners, effeminacy, 
corruption, debts, and treafon, have gradually arifen, 
and have in the courfe of ages diflolved the connec- 
tion of every European nation and its Afiatic pro- 
vinces, whofe hiftory has ever yet been recorded. 


Peruaps there is no certain grounds upon which 
you can claim an exemption to the Britifh empire 
from the common cataftrophe of nations. It 1s how- 
ever comfortable to obferve, that its government in 
India has hitherto continued to improve; both in 
the fecurity and protection yielded to its native fub- 
jects, and in the equity of its condu@ to the neigh- 
bouring powers. In the infancy of our power there 
was no regular controul over its operations. ‘The 
ambition of a commander, or the exigencies of the 
treafury, were fometimes fufficient ‘motives to at- 
tack an independent and unoffending neighbour : 
and what is ftill more pernicious and difgracetul, 
ihe ingenuity of his avarice might difcover treaion 
in a province, merely to afford a pretence for its 
depredation. 


‘In proportion as Indian politics have “become 
better known in Britain, remedies have ‘been regular- 
ly provided for thefe evils. His prefent Majeity, to 
whofe care Providence has committed the protection 


of 
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of a larger portion of Afiatic fubjeéts, than ever fell 
under the dominion of any European monarch, en- . 
joys alfo the peculiar felicity of feeing them better 
governed. For with all its imperfections the Britifh 
government in India has operated with a more fyfte- 
matical and conftant effe@ to the fecurity of the na- 
tives, than that of any other power that has ever ac- 
quired dominion in Afia. 


From the different checks arifing from its confti- 
tuent parts, we have not now to apprehend violent 
or unprovoked attacks -againft neighbours, nor 
the depredation of its provinces by unprincipled 
commanders, There is more imminent danger from 
a weak, ineflicient adminiftration, unable to overawe 
the difaffected, check the diffipated, or to intimidate 
the corrupt. The tendency of future times will per- 
haps lead to a government of expenfive jobs and ex- 
pedients for the provifion of relations and favourites. 
in an age not remarkable for the fternnefs or inflexi- 
bility of its virtue, it will be difficult to find an indi- 
vidual of integrity and firmnefs to refift the folicita- 
tions of favourites; and to do juftice to the claims 
of merit or of fervice. Farther accumulations of 
offices and emoluments may yet be heaped upon 
individuals and their friends; and thofe feeds of 
degeneracy already begun to difclofe, may ripen into 
the -full maturity of depravity ; a ftate clofely bor- 
dering upon diferace and ruin. The revenue, in- 
ftead of being employed to encreafe the inveftments, 
or to augment the military force, may be fquandered 

away 
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away in empty parade, or lavifhed in the erection of 
_phantaftic buildings under the pretext of magnifi- 
cence; but in reality to gratify the vanity of a weak 
and unprincipled governor. 


In a quarter of the world fo remote as India, Great 
Britain has perhaps more to fear from the difloyalty 
of its army, than from its diffipation. The diftant 
poffeflions of the Romans were more frequently loft 
by the revolt of their legions, than by their inability 
to defend them againft foreign enemies. . Britain it- 
felf proclaimed one of its commanding officers em- 
peror, and was for awhile loft to the ftate. The 
legions in Germany frequently mutinied; thofe en- 
trufted with the defence of the Afiatic provinces 
were often guilty of the greateft excefles*. 


Aut thefe misfortunes feemed the unavoidable 
confequences of a diffolute’ army, entrufted to an 
unprincipled commander. The fupreme executive 
power was never for a moment entrufted to other 
hands than the fenate or the emperors. They had no 
officers fixed for life in particular provinces, which 
the executive power had not an acknowleged right 
to recal, and order upon whatever fervice the gene- 
ral exigencies of the ftate might require. When this 
is the cafe, the officers gradually lofe their attach- 
ment to the parent ftate; all their interefts centre in 

the 


* Vid. Tacit. Hist. passim. 
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particular diftri& to which they are attached, and 
thefe they may confider as direCtly oppofite to that 
of the empire at large. A body of officers whofe.at- 
tachments to their native country muft be weak- 
ened in proportion to the time they have lett it, and 
to the diftance of their profpect of returning, will 
unavoidably be influenced by an esprit du corps Gan- 
gerous to the ftate. The fituation of all is fimilar ; 
their interefts are fuppofed to be the fame ; and it is 
impoffible, while they feel uncontroulable power in 
their poffeffion, that they: fhould not exert it for 
their individual intereft, rather than for that of their 
country. 


In fuch a fituation, it is in vain to imagine that you 
can attach them to their country by conferring rank 
and emolument. The beft paid troops in every 
country have ever become the moft diffolute and un- 
principled ; and a privileged corps with fuperior pay, 
muft in the end prove as dangerous as the Pretorian 
bands of Rome, or the janiflaries of Conitantinople. 
If they are conftituted without your authority, and 
are guided by a different power, you in reality ac- 
knowledge their independence. Their numbers, and 
their diftance, render controul difficult, or impoffible. 
They will foon feel this, and arrange not only their 
own fervice, but the government of their province 
agreeably to their own ideas, that is, their own pe- 
cuniary intereft. “In the form of humble advice, 
petition or remonftrance, or in whatever language 
they may choofe to veil their conduct, it will always 

Vou. I. Cec prove 
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prove to their country the dictates of an army front 
whom it mutt receive the law. 


lr our troops therefore, in India continue to aé 
with the moderation and difintereftednefs of dutiful ) 
fubjects for a feries of ages, they will overcomé a 
temptation which has always proved irrefiftible to 
the reft of mankind; and exhibit to the world an ex- 
ample of virtue, of which its hiftory has not yet re- 
corded any well attefted example. . 


Tue fudden acquifition of fuch an extent of do- 
minion as the Britifh have obtained in Afia, has pro- 
duced a fituation, for which its government had not 
{ufficient experience to enable it at once to frame a- 
-dequate regulations. Farther experiments in main- 
taining power over diftant territories will communi- 
cate more knowledge, and fuggeft other expedients 
more fuitable to this purpofe than a local, permanent, 
and independent army. It is probably owing to 
their difiidence of each other, or of the unenterprif- 
ing character of our feapoys, that the empire has not 
already fuftained irreparable lofs, or been torn afun- 

er by fuch a dangerous machine. 


Ino thefe general ftri@ures on the ftate of India, 
no allufion either to the praife or cenfure of any in- 
dividual at prefent a€ting upon ‘the {cene,: has been 
admitted. A particular detail of the character and 
actions of thofe men who have conduéted its affairs, 
cannot be done with impartiality till fome ages after 


the 
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the individuals have retired. The perfon who would 
venture into the dangerous precinéts of our recent 
biography, would probably foon have equal reafon 
with the poet to exclaim, 


“* Incedo super ignes 
“¢ Suppositos cineri doloso.”’ 


In the records of the Portugueze we may per- 
haps read our own fate; or at leaft may behold a 
picture of their manners, which at fome future pe- 
riod may prove too exact a refemblance to our own. 
It is thus delineated by the Abbé Raynal, a writer 
who, however loofe and inaccurate in detailing fome 
particular facts and cuftoms, had ample means of 
becoming acquainted with the great outlines of the 
Portugueze conduct in Afia. 


‘* In a fhort time they preferved no more humani- 
ty, or good faith with each other, than with the na- 
tives. Almoft all the ftates, where they had the 
command, were divided in faétions. 


“¢ ‘THERE prevailed every where in their manners 
a mixture of avarice, debauchery, cruelty, and de- 
votion. They had moft of them feven or eight con- 
cubines, whom they kept to work with the utmoft 
rigour, and forced from them the money they gain- 
ed by their labour. Such treatment of women was 
very repugnant to the fpirit of chivalry. 


Cc2 «THe 
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“Tue chiefs, and ‘principal officers, retained a 
multitude of thofe finging and dancing women, with 
which India abounds. | Effeminacy introduced itfelf 
into their houfes and armies. The officers marched 


to meet the enemy in palanquins. That brilliant — 


courage which had fubdued fo many nations, ex- 
ited no longer among them. ‘The Portugueze were 
with difficulty brought to fight, cxcept where there 
was a profpect of plunder. In a fhort time the King 


of Portugal no longer received the tribute, which 


was paid him by three hundred and fifty eaftern 


princes. ‘This money was loft in its way from them | 


to him. Such corruptions prevailed in the finances, 
that the tribute of fovereigns, the revenue of the pro- 
vinces, which ought to have been immenfe, the 
taxes levied in gold and filver, and f{pices, on the 
inhabitants of the continent and iflands, were not 
fufficient to keep up a few citadels, and to fit out the 
fhipping that was neceflary for the een of 
trade.” 


END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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